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The RHistory of the Recorder

The recorder is a very old instrument. It was used as early as the 12™ century, as a folk
instrument. However, the recorder was most popular during the 16™ and 17™ centuries, during
the Baroque era. Composers such as Bach, Handel, and Telemann wrote lots of music for the

recorder.
There are many different sizes of recorders. The smallest is the sopranino, which is only

4 inches long! The one we play is the next largest, called the soprano. The next three are alto,
tenor, and bass recorders. The longest recorder, the contrabass, is almost 10 feet long!

The recorder most likely came to America with the first settlers. Around 1925, the
recorder made a comeback in popular music with a renewed interest in Renaissance and Baroque
music. Now, the recorder is studied and played in many elementary schools. The recorder can
help us learn many important music skills, such as rhythm, listening, breath support, and
articulation.




How to Play the Recorder

All recorders have 8 finger holes. The LEFT hand covers the thumbhole on the back and the
first three holes. The RIGHT hand covers the four holes at the bottom of the recorder. When
you cover the holes with your fingers, use the pad (squishy-part) of your finger and apply
pressure. If you do not cover the holes completely, air will leak out and you will get a "squeaky”
sound on your recorder. Here are some easy steps to play the recorder:

Place just the TIP of the recorder mouthpiece in your mouth.
Cover your bottom teeth with your bottom lip and place the mouthpiece on your lip. Close
your top lip but DO NOT touch your top teeth on the mouthpiece!
Blow air like you are fogging up a window. Warm, slow air does the trick! The recorder
requires very little air fo be played!
When you want to play more than one note, start each note by whispering "du” into the
recorder as you start your air. This is called "articulation” or "tonguing.”
If you SQUEAK, it is because you are either ...

o Blowing too hard

o Not covering the finger holes completely.
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RED SONG

Pease Porridge
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Pease por+idge hot

Pease por+idge cold

Pease por+idge in the pot
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Rhyhtm Reminders

J quarter note = 1 beat, 1 sound (“du”)

ﬂ eighth notes = 1 beat, 2 sounds ("du-de")

" repeat sign = repeat from the beginning

measure

CJ half note = 2 beats, 1 sound ("du-u")

g quarter rest = 1 beat, no sound

& or E = 4 beats per
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@ ORANGE SONG ﬂ

Apple Tree
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Remember!!!

Tightly cover the holes of your
recorder with your fingers and
blow gentle, warm air!!!
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[ GREEN SONG

Hot Cross Buns
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Hot cross buns, hot cross buns. One a penny, two a penny, hot cross buns!




BLUE SONG

Merrily We Roll Along

ANV o *

Y
Mer-ri - ly we roll a-long, roll a-long, roll a-long. Mer-ri - ly we
f) &
e .
w ‘ r
[y
roll a - long, to deep blue seal




K’\ dot after a note means that you add half the \
value of that note to it. For example....
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PURPLE SONG

Old MacDonald Had a Farm
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another 9 This symbol - # is called a sharp. It
tells you to play a half step higher than the
new 2 note written. So we call this note “f sharp.”
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ﬂ WAHITE SONG

Au Clair De La Lune
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BROWN SONG
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Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star
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Seeing Is Believing
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BLACK SONG

Jingle Bells
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MASTER LEVEL

This Old Man
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Melody from Beethoven's Ninth Symphony (4™ mmt.)

EXPERT LEVEL

Ode To Joy
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VIRTUOSO LEVEL

Hot Cross Buns
In three keys

Hot cross buns,

Hot cross buns. One a pen-ny, fwo a pen-ny,

C Major
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Hot cross buns, Hot cross buns. One a penny, two a penny, hot cross buns.
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Hot cross buns, Hot cross buns. One a pen-ny, two a pen-ny, hot cross buns.
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hot cross buns.




ROCK STAR LEVEL!

Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star
In the Key of C major
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Recorder Fingering Chart
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