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EXPLANATION

The Maryland Code, the subject compilation of Maryland statutes currently in force, has existed
in various editions since the 1800s. Until the 1950s, the time between new editions, as much as
twenty years, was bridged by sporadically published bound cumulative supplements. Further
updating was done by the researcher’s own addition of session laws that had either amended an
existing section or added a new section of the code. Editions of the Maryland Code were published
in 1840, 1860, 1879, 1888, 1904, 1912, 1924, 1939, and 1951.

In 1957, the Michie Company published a new edition of the Maryland Code, with updating
provided annually by pocket parts incorporating the enactments of that year’s legislative session.
Organized by the same numbered articles as its immediate predecessor, the 1951 edition, the 1957
edition of the Code streamlined the numbering of sections within the articles. Cross references
from the internal section numbering of the articles in the 1951 edition to the 1957 edition were
provided in a “Table of Comparative Sections” published in volume 9 of the 1957 edition. While
this edition of the Code was a great improvement over its predecessor both in format of updating
and editorial enhancements, the decision was made by the early 1970s to recompile the Code into
an edition organized by named topical articles. This effort to recompile the Code first brought
substantive results in 1974 with the publication of the articles covering Agriculture, Courts and
Judicial Proceedings, Estates and Trusts, Natural Resources, and Real Property. Since then, the
legislature gradually whittled away at the portions of the Code that still remained in the numbered
article format of the 1957 edition. After these old articles were recompiled, the new articles were
enacted into law and published. The old volumes of the 1957 edition were then republished with
the now superseded articles removed.

In 2016, this process of converting the numbered articles into named articles was completed with
the revision and enactment of the Alcoholic Beverages Article. The new Alcoholic Beverages
Article consolidates relevant provisions from numbered and other named articles dealing with the
regulation of alcoholic beverages. Now that the process is completed, the Maryland Code only
consists of named articles. The numbered articles have been removed from the Maryland Code
and future researchers need only use the numbered articles if historical statutory research is
required.

In order to translate a citation from the 1957 edition of the code forward, many researchers use the
“Table of Comparable Sections for Unnumbered Articles” within Michie’s Annotated Code of
Maryland Tables. This paperback is republished every year and allows the researcher to determine
where a particular section from the 1957 edition is now codified. This table is also available online
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via Lexis at Md. Code Ann., art. 101 § 1 (click the “Display Image” link to view a PDF of the
table).

Often the researcher finds that an individual section from the 1957 edition is now in several
sections of the new edition, while sometimes the old section now has no counterpart, having been
repealed in its entirety. Moreover, many articles of the subject edition of the Code have now existed
for so long that they themselves have been recompiled. A translation table for this too may be
found in the paperback volume. Be cautious here, however. A number of articles were reorganized
between 1957 and their further revision into the subject edition of the Code. These revisions within
the 1957 edition can be difficult to trace. To do this, check the “Tables of Comparable Sections”
included in the 1972 and 1977 republications of volume 9A of the 1957 edition. This “forward
translation” is most often done when a researcher finds a citation to the Code in a case and wants
to determine the current status or form of that portion of the Code.

On the other hand, in order to translate a new code section back to an old, reference must first be
made to the historical citations at the end of every section of the Code. However, it is important to
note that the subject edition of the Code uses the 1957 edition as a “platform.” By looking at the
historical citations at the end of every section, you will determine where, if anywhere, the section
was codified in the 1957 edition, as well as the cites of any subsequent session laws that have
amended the section. To determine where the section appeared in earlier editions, however, you
must then go to the article and section referenced in the 1957 edition. This will give you not only
where the section appeared in all editions back to and including the 1888 edition of the code, but
all session laws that contributed to the section back to colonial times. Once again, this process is
used to determine the law at a particular date in the past or to determine the statutory context in
which to read a case from the past. In addition, reference can be made to old pocket parts, back to
1957, to look at a “snapshot” of how the code stood at a particular year in the past. Generally, a
superseded pocket part must be looked at in conjunction with the bound volume of the code,
superseded or current, that the pocket part was published to update. The earliest copyright date in
the pocket part will reveal which of possibly several republications of that article or group of
articles of the code it was designed to update.

In the historical citations with each section of the Maryland Code, older editions of the Maryland
Code can be distinguished from session laws. The abbreviation ‘“ch.” for chapter appears
immediately after the year in a session law citation, while a citation to an older edition of the Code
consists only of the year of the Code followed by the section. For example, at the end of Md. Ann.
Code art. 27, § 38 (1996) the information appears as:

Ann. Code, 1951, § 46; 1939, § 42; 1927, ch. 651; 1961, ch. 691.
This is a reference to the two earlier editions of the Maryland Code where the section was codified
and to the two session laws that went into making up the section as it stood in 1996. Following

The Bluebook form the older codes would be cited:

MD. ANN. CODE art. 27, § 46 (1951)
MD. ANN. CODE art. 27, § 42 (1939)
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and the session laws would be cited:

1927 Md. Laws ch. 651
1961 Md. Laws ch. 691

Since the 1957 edition was first published, not only were its individual volumes and those of the
subject edition kept up to date with pocket parts, but the volumes themselves were republished as
necessary. This occurred either when the pocket parts became too large to fit readily into the space
provided in the back of the volume, or when the substantive changes in the code became so great
or complicated that the republication of the entire volume was necessary for clarity. In both the
1957 edition and the subject edition of the Code, original volumes have a year alone printed on the
lower portion of the spine, whereas replacement volumes have both a year and “Replacement
Volume” immediately following. This distinction is particularly important when dealing with the
subject edition because key features, the Revisor’s Notes, are published only in the initial volume
of the new edition. When that volume is first replaced, these notes are no longer included. Thus,
the researcher must use the original volume of each article of the subject edition to find the
Revisor’s Notes.

EXAMPLES
First, look at Article 88A, § 30 in the 1951 edition of the Maryland Code. Note that the earliest

session law in the historical citations with that section (this information is printed immediately
before the section, not after, as is now the practice) is from 1947, with other enactment in 1950.
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Maryvland Code - Article 88A § 30, 1951 edition

Stare Departmert of Pusrnic WELFARE : 4995

before the Circuit Court, sitting in equity, in any county in which the
alleged violator is located or has an estgb]ished place of business, or before
one of the Circuit Courts of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City, if
the alleged violator ia located or has an established place of business in
Baltimore City.

1947 Supp., sec. 16K. 1947, ch. 600, soc, 16K. 1950, ch. 63, sec. 16K.

28. (Reciprocity.) The State Department is anthorized to recognize
and deal with any institution, agency, or society, licensed or recognized by
another state for the care or placement of minors, if that state extends the
same recognition and reciprocal relations to licensees under this sub-title,

1947 Supp., sec. 16L. 1947, ch. 600, eec. 18L.

28, (Prosecutions.) It shall be the duty of the State’s Attorney in
each county and in Baltimore City to prosecute all violations of this
sub-title.

*% 1947 Supp., sec. 16M. 1947, ch. 600, sec. 16M. 1960, ch. 63, sec. 16M. +

30. (Penalty.) Any institution, agency, society, individuals, husband
and wife acting jointly, or set of individuals who assume or exercise the
care, custody, or control of minors, unrelated by blood or marriage, or
who place such minors for adoption, or otherwise, in violation of the pro-
vigiona of this sub-title, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and wpon con-
viction shall be subject to a fine not to exceed Five Hundred Dollars or
to imprisonment for not to exceed one year, in the discretion of the court.

1947 Supp., sec. 16N. 1947, ch. 600, eec. 16N.

31. (Interpretation.) The provisions of Section 479 of Article 27
of the Annotated Code shall not be construed as limiting the powers
granted by thia sub-title to the State Department of Public Welfare.

Training Schools for Delinquent Children
1947 Supp., sec. 17. 1943, ch. 797, sec. 17. 1849, ch. 314, sec. 17.

32, From and after June 1, 1943, the Maryland Training School for
Boys, Montrose School for Girls, Cheltenham School for Boys, and the
Barrett School for Girls, shall exercise their corporate functions under
the supervision, direction and control of the Department of Public Wel-
fare. Said Department shall by rules and regulations establish standards
of care, policies of admision, transfer and discharge, and from time to time
order such changes in the policies, conduct or management of said in-
stitutions as may secm desirable. Said Department shall develop a pro-
gram within each training school, including provision for after-care super-
vision. Each of said institutions shall nevertheless remain under the
general management of ite regpective Board of Managers, subject to the
limitations herein set forth.

1947 Supp., eec. 18. 1943, ch. 797, sec. 18. 1946, ch. 1060. 1847, ch. 107.

33. From and after June 1, 1947, the Boards of Managers of said
institutions shall continue in office until the expiration of their respective
terms. Thereafter, the Governor shall biennially appoint three mem-

The first session law, cited following The Bluebook as 1947 Md. Laws Ch. 600, § 16M is the
enactment of the legislature that first created this section.
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Laws of Marvland, 1947 - Chapter 600

1512 Laws oF MARYLAND. [CH, 600

cnit Court, sitting in equity, in any county in which the alleged
violator is located or has an established place of business, or
pefore one of the Circuit Courts of the Supreme Bench of Balti-
more City, if the alleged violator is located or has an estab-
lished place of business in Baltimore City.

16K. (Reciprocity. ) The State Department is authorized to
recognize and deal with any institution, agency, society, indi-
viduals or set of individuals licensed or recognized by another
state for the care or placement of minors, if that state extends
the same recognition and reciprocal relations to licensees under .
this sub-title.

16L. (Prosecutions.) It shall be the duty of the State’s
Attorney in each county and in Baltimore City to prosecute all
violations of this sub-title,

% 16M. (Penalty.) Any institution, agency, society, indi-
viduals, husband and wife acting jointly, or set of individuals
who assume or exercise the care, custody, or control of minors
or who place such minors for adoption, or otherwise, in viola-
tion of the provisions of this sub-title, shall be guilty of a mis-
demeanor and upon conviction shall be subject to a fine not to
exceed one hundred dollars or to imprisonment for not to ex-
ceed three months, in the discretion of the court.

16N. (Interpretation.) The provisions of Section 458 of
Article 27 of the Annotated Code (1939 Edition) shall not be
construed as limiting the powers granted by this sub-title to
the State Department of Public Welfare.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That Sections 10 and 11
of Article 88A of the Annotated Code of Maryland (1939 Edi-
tion and 1943 Supplement), title “State Department of Public
Welfare”, sub-title “Board of Welfare”, be and they are hereby
repealed and re-enacted, with amendments, to read as follows:

10. The State Department of Public Welfare shall have
the authority to license any person or institution maintaining
a home in which two or more persons beyond the age of 65
years shall be cared for and for which a charge is made for
such care or maintenance, upon due proof of compliance with
rules and regulations designed to secure the proper care of
such aged persons, which rules and regulations the said State
Board of Public Welfare is hereby authorized to establish. The
provisions of this section shall not apply to persons caring for
relatives.

Any institutions, agencies and societies, whether incorpor-
ated or not, as well as all individuals who may be aggrieved by
the decision of any agency or local board delegated to issue

What happened to this section when the 1951 edition of the Code was recompiled in 1957? Turn
to the cross reference table in volume 9 of the 1957 edition of the Code, which translates from the
1951 to the 1957 edition. Note that the section appears in the 1957 edition at Md. Code art. 88A,
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§ 31. Obviously this is not much of a change, but in other parts of the Code, where there was more
legislative activity during the 1950s, the renumbering was much more extensive.

Marvland Code, Table of Comparative Sections, 1957

TapLe or Compararive Szeriows 557
Article 87 | 1951 Condy 1351 Code
— and  Supplement 1357 Cede | and Supplement 1957 Coda
and Supplesent 1957 Code | S, . SEC.
Sec, 53 . 41
1. 54 . 4z
a 85 43
g 3| i
4 P &3
5 . e Repealed by | 1 46

1857, ¢ 299, § 1

e BE RS e

=1 T Eh

Note how the section was published in the 1957 edition. Also note how the session law information
no longer precedes the section, but now follows the section in parenthesis.
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Maryvland Code - Article 88A § 31, 1957 edition

Art. 884, §29 Srarte Derantuext o Pupnic WELFARE Art, 88A, §33

seek to enjoin the activities and operations of any institution, agency, society,
individual, or set of individuals seeking to carry on the functions licensed by
this subtitle, without having secured the required license, Such petition for an
mjunction shall be brought before the cirewit court, sitting i equity, in any
county in which the alleged viclator is located ar has an established place af
business, or before one of the circuit courts of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore
City, if the alleged wviolator is located or has an established olace of business
in Baltimore City. (An. Code, 1951, § 27; 1947, ch. 600, § 18].)

§ 29. Reciprocity.

The State Department is authorized to recognize and deal with any institu-
tion, agency, or society, licensed or recognized by another state for the care
or placement of minors, if that state extends the same recognition awd reciprocal
relations to licensces under this subtitle. (An. Code, 1951, § 28; 1947, ch. 600,
§ 16K ; 1950, ch. 63, § 16K.)

§ 30. Prosceutions.

It shall be the duty of the State's attorney in each county and in Baltimore
City to prosecute all violations of this subtitle. ({An. Code, 1851, § 20; 1947,
ch. 600, § 16L.)

#% § 31. Penalty.

Any instituticn, agency, society, individuals, husband and wile acting jointly,
or set of individuals who assume or exercise the care, custody, or control of
minors, unrelated by blood er marriage, or who plaee such minors for adop-
tion, oc otherwise, in violation of the provisions of this subtitle, shall be guilty
of a misdemeancr and upon conviction shail be subject to a fine not to exceed
five hundred dollars or to imprisonment for not to exceed one year, in the dis-
cretion of the court. (An., Code, 1931, § 30; 1947, ch, 600, § 16M; 1930, ch.
63, § 16M.)

§ 32, Interprefation.

The provisions of § 399 of Articde 27 of the Annotated Code shall not be
construed as limiting the powers granted by this subtitle to the State Depact.
ment of Public Weltare, {An. Code, 1931, 5’31; 1947, eh. 600, § 16M.)

Trawwine Scroons poR DeLixouent CHILDREN

§ 33. Institutions under supervision of Department.

From and after Jume 1, 1943, the Maryland Training School for Boys,
Alontrose School for Girls, Cheltenliam School for Boys [Boys™ Village of
Maryland], and the Barret School for Girls, shall exercise their corporate
functions under the supervision, direction and contrel of the Department of
Public Welfare, 3aid Department shall by rules and regulations establish
standards of care, policies or admission, transfer and discharge, and from time
to time order such changes in the policies, conduct or manzgement of said in-
stitutions as may seem desirable. Said Department shall develop a program
within each training school, including provision for after-care supervision. Each
of said institutions shall nevertheless remain under the general management of
its respective board of managers, subject to the limitations herein set forth,
(An. Code, 1951, § 32; 1943, ch. 797, § 17; 1949, ch. 314, § 17}

47

What happened when Article 88A of the 1957 edition was recompiled into the current subject
edition of the Code? Using the “Table of Comparable Sections for Unnumbered Articles” (within
the Annotated Code of Maryland Tables, a separate volume that is republished every year and
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shelved with the current edition of the Code), note that this section ended up in the subject edition
at Md. Code Ann., Fam. Law § 5-521.

Marvland Code, Table of Comparable Sections, 1998

84 (b1 (5D (idi) ..............10-118 (&), (b}
59 (b0 B (iv) ..., 20-104 (10, (),
10-116

59 (e} (1) .............5-1011, 10115 (b}

AxmoTaTED Cope oF MAaRYLAND
Art. oo A o Secprn o
E FL
884 22 ... L5519 ()l BBA 92(adl) ... 4508
b+ 5510, 5-513 92 (abi2y .......... A-B08
23A 75 § B2k ... A-813
. 5-514 BF e 4-610
- 5-515, 5-516 LT 4607
26 (a) 5-506 (2], 5-517 94 (b) .. 4807, 4-609
26 EI:-IM{:IJ P 5-518 (a) B L 4509, 4-810
- ) RO 5-518 (b} 96 o aeom
2T i .5-5620 (ap o7 o 4611
27A v 5328, 5-520 (b), (c) 98 TA607, 4612
s ...5-518 {h) Cmmmmmmmem e
B9 e e 4613
w01 .. 4514
L RO 4313
104 (a) t:l l!c] e 4-515
103 dd ..., ..4-516 {a)
104 ..., ..4-516 ik)
5 106 eeee 142101
30 107 ........ o ld102
B2E (@) (1) oveoveerneaeeene 5-501 (a) 108 --la-201
$2F (a) (2} ..... cerrene 5101 10 ..ocnnnnnre +e-14-301
32E (a) (3} ..... 5501 (d) 110 {a) » 14-402
3B (2) () 5501 () 110 0B), (6} wovrieciiieiiacanes 14-402
32E [} i6) .. .. 5501 :lg{dnj. {cil ........ .o l4-403
32E (b} ... ...5-553 Wil s 14404
AZEAEE v ooseeeseee 5-550 (al, (b) 111 (ad, (b} .... ceeeea B-102
B2E Al vvvrrrarrieiiiiiiiiaiiennnn, 5-552 Mled e 6-103
ggﬁw_‘, s LB ER] iig ..,...........................G-lﬂl':l::l
....... ...5-585 o 108
ggg{? ...5-564 14 .oeeeeoen. 5—501 {ﬁ 'iasﬁ 5-536,
{b} ...5-556 5-340, 5-341,
I3ZH ....... e B-B5T 5-544 to 5-546
59 (a) ... 10-106 B 5-535
58 (b {1! um {wu} vanea10-108 115 (b) 5-536, 5-537, 5-588
58 (B3 {2) (i) oooeerneorr o 104110 118 ia} . 5-340 fa)
59 (b (3} ... s 10-112 116 h) ..oeold E-deﬂf,a:l 5:141 {a¥d {1},
:g;:;;[;i . .- 10-111 {b) (1), (2, (b (1) to i3],
... 10108 5-542, 5-543
3}:? ::i :_i;] m.b;_;io}n'r EET TN § R Deleted {see RN,
1) aee § 5-5400
" GRN, Title 10, BIB (02} cvervrrrvnnn 5-540 (b, 5-541
Subtitle 1) {a) (1), (b) (1)

5-541 (a) (2]
..a-5d1 da)

LG 4ek d8) .oiiiiciinnns
116 (ch {4} ..

B9 ed 2y _.............5-R011, 10-109,
10-115 (al, (e

LU VRS {5 1 [ & €< S (- 1 - SR

59 e ool SRR 5 B E 4 118 (d), (e} .......

60 (a) to (e) .. .. 5527 120 ..eeciiinns

B0 d) ........ ...5-530 121 al, (b)

60 (el ... ... 5-528

L R 5.524

BL (), (e} {1} ... .

B1{ch (2} ........ ..-3-532

90 <. AB02

. 4601

T2} v 4605, 4606, S8B  LS(bN1G) ...................G-003(a2k1),
4-508, 4-613 « IbX1}

593

This is the section as it appeared in the subject editions of the Code when the Family Law article
was first published in 1984. Note the inclusion of the Revisor’s Note.
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Maryvland Code, Family Law § 5-521, 1984 edition

§ 5-521

{c) Limitation on content of medical history, — A medical history compiled
under this section may not disclose or permit disclosure of the names or iden-
tity of a child’s natural parents. {An. Code 1957, art. 88A, §§ 27, 274A; 1984,

Anmoraten Cooe oF MaryLawp

ch. 296, § 2.
REVISOR'S NOTE
This section is new language derived without  Defined terms:
substantive change from Art. 884, 5% 27 and “License™: 4 5-501
274, “"Person™: § 1-101

In subsection tb) of this section, the word
"merson” 15 substituted for the frmer language
"imstitution, agency, society, licenses or per-
zon”, for brevity,

++§ 5-521. Penalties for violation of Part II.

A person who, in violation of any provision of this Part II of this subtitle,
exercises care, custody, or control of a minor child unrelated by blood or mar-
riage or makes a placement of a minor child unrelated by blood or marriage is
guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding
8500 or imprisonment not exceeding 1 year. (An. Code 1957, art. 88A, § 31;
1984, ch. 296, § 2.)

##% REVISOR'S NOTE

This section is new language derived without
substantive change from Art. 884, 3 4l

The word “person” is substituted for the
former language “institution, agency, BoCieLY,
individuals, husband and wife acting jointly, ot
set of individuals", for brevity.

The Commission to Revise the Annotated
Code notes, for consideration by the General

it provides for penalties only when a person
commits & viglation as to chiidren who are mot
rolated to the perzon by blood or marmage, The
Commission te Revise the Annotated Code also
notes that this section does not provide for both
a fine and imprisonrment.

Defined term:

"Person™ § 1-101

Assembly, that this penalty section is narrower
in scope than this Part IT of this subtitle, in that

§§ 5-522, 5-523.

Reserved,

Part III. Child Welfare Services; Foster Care.

§ 5-524. Child welfare services.

The Administration shall provide child welfare services to a child and the
child’s parent or guardian:
(1) to assist in preventing the necessity of placing the child outside of the
child’s home;
(2} to reunite the child with the child's parent or guardian after the child
has been placed in foster care; or

122

The next illustration shows the section as it appears in the current republication of the Family Law
article. Note that the Revisor’s Note is not here. Revisor’s Notes are dropped from all
republications of subject edition volumes. Even though the pocket part is not illustrated here, there
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have been no changes to this section through the 1998 legislative session. Thus, the most recent
session law to have affected this section is 1984 Md. Laws ch. 296, § 2.

Marvland Code, Family Law § 5-521. 1991 edition

§ 5-521 AnnotraTeEn Cope oF MarYLAND

**§ 5-521. Penalties for violation of Part II.

A person who, in violation of any provision of this Part II of this subtitle,
exercises care, custody, or control of a miner child unrelated by blood or
marriage or makes a placement of a minor child unrelated by bloed or mar-
riage is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine not
exceeding 8500 or imprisonment not exceeding 1 year. (An. Code 1957, art.
884, § 31; 1984, ch. 296, § 2.)

8% 5-522, 5-523.

Reserved.

Part IIl. Child Welfare Services; Foster Care,

§ 5-524. Child welfare services.

The Administration shall provide child welfare services to a child and the

child’s parent or guardian:

(1) to assist in preventing the neeessity of placing the child outside of the
child’s home;

(2} to reunite the child with the child’s parent or guardian after the child
has been placed in foster care; or

(3} if the child has been placed in foster care and eannot return to the
child’s parent or guardian, to develop and implement an alternative perma-
nent plan for the child. (An. Code 1957, art. 88A, § 61: 1984, ch. 2086, § b
1987, ch. 696; 1988, ch. 182.)

Cited in Williams v. Anderson, 753 F. Supp.
1306 D, Md. 19900,

§ 5-525. Foster care program — In general.

(a) Established. — The Administration shall establish a program of foster
care for minor children:

(1) who are placed in the custody of a local department, for a period of not
more than 6 months, by a parent or legal guardian under a written agreement
voluntarily entered into with the local department; or

(2) wha are abused, ebandoned, neglected, or dependent, if a juvenile
court:

{i} has determined that continued residence in the child’s home is con-
trary to the child's welfare; and

{ii} has committed the child to the custedy or guardianship of a local
department.

(b} Short-term foster care. — (1) The local department shall provide 24-
hour a day care and supportive services for a child who is committed to its
custody or guardianship in a licensed or approved foster family home, group
home, or child care institution on a short-term basis, while the local depart-
n;erﬂ; de;;e;gps and implements a permanency plan that ig in the best interests
of the child.

. 106

Looking at session laws can be significant for several reasons, including determining when specific
language was added to a section of the Code. As it turns out, this session law was the massive
enactment of the Family law article by the legislature after the editorial work creating it from
various articles of the 1957 edition had been completed. Note that going back to the session law
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itself is one of the few ways to determine the original bill number that resulted in the enactment.
This was House Bill No. 1 from 1984.

Laws of Marvland, 1984 - Chapter 296
HARRY HUGHES, Governor 1847

8-403.

(d) Except as otherwise provided in subsection {e) of this
section, on or before July 1, 1993, an evaluation shall be made
of the following governmental activities or units and the
statutes and regulations that relate to the governmental
activities or units:

€39y (8) THE OFFICE FOR HANDICAPPED INDIVIDUALS (§
9-366% 9-1002 OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE)===- ;

SECTION -4~ =B~ 6, AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That
Section(s) 1 and 2 of this Act shall take effect July 1, 1984.

SECTION ~5- -6~ 7. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That
contingent on the taking effect of Chapter (S.B. 50) of the
Acts of the General Assembly of 1984, Beetien-3 Sections 3 and-~4
through 5 of this Act shall take effect October 1, 1984 and if
Chapter does not become effective, Beetien~3 Sections 3 and
-4- through 5 of this Act shall be null and void without further
action by the General Assembly.

Approved May 15, 1984,

**CHAPTER 296

(House Bill 1)

AN ACT concerning
Family Law

FOR the purpose of adding a new Article to the Annotated Code of
Maryland, to be designated and known as the "Family Law
Article", to revise, restate, and recodify the laws of this
State relating and pertaining to family law matters,
including matters relating to jurisdiction of the equity
courts over certain family law matters, to guardianship of
children, to appointing counsel for a minor in certain
family law proceedings, to marriage, to annulment of
marriages, to breach of promise to marry, to alienation of
affections, to rights and liakilities of spouses, to rights
and liabilities of third persons as to spouses, to services
to families with children, to domestic and household
violence, to battered spouses, to displaced homemakers, to
rights, duties, and relations between parents and children,
to adoption, to guardianship with the right to consent to
adoption, to subsidized adoption, to child care, to foster
care, to neglected children, to unattended children, to
child abuse, to single and young parents, to divorce, to
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(B) MEDICAL HISTORY.

A PERSON AUTHORIZED TO PLACE A MINOR CHILD FOR ADOPTION
SHALL COMPILE AND MAKE AVAILABLE TO AN ADOPTIVE PARENT A
PERTINENT MEDICAL HISTORY OF THE CHILD'S NATURAL PARENTS, IF
POSSIBLE.

(C) LIMITATION ON CONTENT OF MEDICAL HISTORY.

A MEDICAL HISTORY COMPILED UNDER THIS SECTION MAY NOT
DISCLOSE OR PERMIT DISCLOSURE OF THE NAMES OR IDENTITY OF A
CHILD'S NATURAL PARENTS.

REVISOR'S NOTE: This section is new language derived
without substantive change from Article 88A, §§ 27 and
27A.

In subsection (b) of this section, the word "person"
is substituted for the former language "institution,
agency, society, licensee or person", for brevity.

Defined term: "License" § 5-501

#*5-521. PENALTIES.

A PERSON WHO, IN VIOLATION OF ANY PROVISION OF THIS PART 1II
OF THIS SUBTITLE, EXERCISES CARE, CUSTODY, OR CONTROL OF A MINOR
CHILD UNRELATED BY BLOOD OR MARRIAGE OR MAKES A PLACEMENT OF A
MINOR CHILD UNRELATED BY BLOOD OR MARRIAGE IS GUILTY OF A
MISDEMEANOR AND ON CONVICTION IS SUBJECT TO A FINE NOT EXCEEDING
$500 OR IMPRISONMENT NOT EXCEEDING 1 YEAR.

REVISOR'S NOTE: This section is new language derived
without substantive change from Article 38A, § 31.

The word "person" is substituted for the former
language ‘"institution, agency, society, individuals,
husband and wife acting jointly, or set of
individuals", for brevity.

The Commission to Revise the Annotated Code notes, for
consideration by the General Assembly, that this
penalty section is narrower in scope than this Part II
of this subtitle, in that it provides for penalties
only when a person commits a violation as to children
who are not related to the person Ly blood or
marriage. The Commission to Revise the Annotated Code
also notes that this section does not provide for both
a fine and imprisonment.

5-522. RESERVED.
5-523. RESERVED.

PART III. CHILD WELFARE SERVICES; FOSTER CARE.

Note how the bill appeared as it was first introduced. While the illustrations here do not show it,
one of the benefits of looking at the original bill as published for its required three readings before
the legislature and at the resulting session law is to note the addition and deletion of language. This
is represented by underlinings and strikethroughs respectively, and can serve to reveal changes

made by the legislature during consideration.
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By: The Speaker (Code Revision Commission)
Reguested: July 5, 1983

Introduced and read first time: January 11, 1984
Assigned teo: Judiciary

A BILL ENIITLED

1 AN ACT concerning

2 Family Law
3 FOR the purpese of adding a new Article to the Annotated Code orf
4 Maryland, %t be designated and known az the "Familf Law
5 Article", to revise, restate, and recodify the laws of this
[ State ralating and pertaining te family law matters,
7 including matters relating to jurisdiction ef the equicy
8 courts over certaln family law matters, to guardianship of
9 ildren, to appeinting counsel for a miner in ecertain
10 mily law . proceedings, to marriage, +to annulment of
11 ~“marriages, to breach of promise to marcy, te alienation of
12 affections, to rights and liabilitiea of spouses, to rights
13 and liabilities of third persons as to spouses, to sarvices
to families with <children, to domestic and househeld
5 viglence, To battered spouses, to displaced homemakers, to
rights, duties, and relaticns between parents and children,
L7 to adoption, to guardianship with the right %o consent to
1 adoption, to subsidized adoption, te child care, to fester
1 care, to neglécted childpen, to unattended ehildren, to
2d child abuse, to single and young parents, to diverce, to
2E paternity pracesdings, o legitimacion, o deeds,
22 agreamants, and settlements betwesn sSpouses, to property
3 disposition and rvights in annulment and diverce, to child
24 custody and wvisitatien, %o child custedy jurisdictien, to
25 removal of children from this State, to child abduetion, to
26 civil and criminal enfercement of child, spousal, and
27 familial support cbligatiens, teo <criminal nonsupperct, to
28 desertion or nonaupport of spouse o9r child, to recliprocal
29 enforcement of support cbligaticns, to alimeny and spousal
30 SUppOEL, to child support, and to suppest of parents ancd
il adult children; relating to and recedifying the Interstate
az Compact on the Flacement of Children; revising the laws
33 relating to marriage, including valid and wvoid marriages,
kLS marciage af minoers, marriage licensing, solemnizing
35 marriage, and marriage records; rovising the laws relating
36 to  licensing of child care facilities, including licensing
37 of child placement agencies, child care homes, and chilg
is care inatitutiona; ravising the lawa ralating Lo

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED T0 EXTSTING LAW.
|Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
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CHAPTER 10: RETROSPECTIVE MARYLAND STATUTE SEARCHING

Marvland Bills - House Bill 1, 1984 (continued)

124 HOUSE BILL Ne. 1

Alse in subsection ({a) of this section, the phrase
"licenses under this subtitle or an applicant for a
license wunder this subtitle" is substituted for the
former phrase "such institution, agency, or society”,
for clarity.

in subsection (b} of this =eetisn, “persan® is
substituted for the former phrage "imgtitution,
agencsy, society, individual, ar set of individuals"™,
far brevity.

Defined terms: "Administration™ § 5-501
"County" § 1-101 "License" § S5-501

5=5320. DUTIES OF LICENSEES.
{A) BRELIGIQUS AFFILIATION.

IN PLACING A MIMOR CHILD FOR ADOPTION OR IN GIVING THE CARE,
CUSTODY, OR CONTROL OF A MINOR CHILD TO ANY FPERSON, A LICENSEE
SHALL GCIVE PREFERENCE TQ PERSONS OF THE SaME RELIGIOUS BELIEE AS
THAT CF THE CHILD OR THE CHILD'S PARENTS UNLESS THE PARENTS
SPECIFICALLY INDICATE A DIFFERENT CHOICE.

(B) MEDICAL HISTORY.

A PERSON AUTHORIZED TO PLACE A MINOR CHILD FOR ADOPTION
SdALL <COMFILE AND HMAKE AVAILABLE TO AN ADOPTIVE PARENT A
PERTINENT MEDICAL HISTORY ©OF THE CHILD'S MATURAL PARENTS, IF
POSSIBLE. '

(C) LIMITATION ON CONTENT OF MEDICAL HISTORY.

A MEDICAL HISTORY COMPILED UNDER THIS SECTION ™MaY ®OT
DISCLOSE OR PERMIT ODISCLOSURE OF THE MHNAMES OR IDENTITY OF A -
CHILD'S MATURAL PARENTS. :

REVISOR'S MOTE: This section i3 hew language  derived.
without substantive change f{rom Article BBA, §§ 27 and
27A.

;n subsection (b) ¢f this section, the word "perszon"
is subatituted for the former language “institution,
agency, soclety, licensee or person”, f£or brevity.

Defined ‘term: "License" § 5-501

5«521. PEMALTIES.

A PERSCHN WHQ, I[N WICLATION OF ANY PROVISION OF THIS FART II
OF THIS SUBTITLE, EXERCISES CARE, CUSTODY, OR CONTROL OF A MINOR:
CHILD UNRELATED BY BLOCD OR MARRIAGE OR MAKES A PLACEMENT OF A
MINOR CHILD UMRELATED BY BLOJD OR MARRIAGSE IS5 GUILTY OF A
MISDEMEAMNCR AND ON CONVICTION IS SURJECT TO A FINE NOT EXCEEDING .
55300 OR IMPRISONMENT NOT EXCEEDING 1 YEAR.
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