
contributions from the leaders of the
HIV/AIDS efforts in the various coun-
tries. Unfortunately, the chapters do
not often provide a critical evaluation
of the surveillance and intervention
efforts in those countries. Nonethe-
less, the section provides a compre-
hensive overview of the epidemic in
the region.

The section on molecular epidemiol-
ogy and genetic diversity gives an ex-
cellent overview of the molecular and ge-
netic characteristics of HIV and their use
in tracing regional progression of the epi-
demic. Chapters on infectious diseases
in several countries include an interest-
ing one on tuberculosis in India. The
chapter on cultural and genetic factors
influencing transmission is particu-
larly interesting and informative.

The third section discusses diagno-
sis, surveillance, and projections of the
epidemic in China and India, the two
Asian countries with the greatest num-
ber of infected persons. The quality of
the chapters varies considerably; some
would have benefited from a stronger
editorial hand. There is no discussion
of the outstanding surveillance pro-
grams in Thailand and Cambodia.

The fourth section presents preven-
tion efforts and treatment options. The
editors provide a comprehensive dis-
cussion, including issues of infrastruc-
ture, monitoring, and compliance and
adherence. These, and not drug sup-
ply, are likely to be the key issues in suc-
cessfully mounting treatment pro-
grams in Asia. The section also includes
an excellent chapter on strategies for
caring for orphans.

The last section includes presenta-
tion of a socioeconomic paradigm to
explainepidemics,whichI founduncon-
vincing, and a broad discussion of socio-
political structures influencingthespread
of HIV. The section then provides
detailed discussion of the development
and evaluation of vaccines, primarily in
Thailand. The last chapter describes
China’s capacity to develop, test, and
implement an HIV vaccine program.

AIDS in Asia offers a comprehen-
sive, interesting overview of the epi-
demic there and of general issues that

will influence its progression. Al-
though there has been some interest-
ing work on modeling the epidemic in
Asia, including development of the
“Asian Epidemic Model,” that topic is
not presented. A final wrap-up chap-
ter summarizing the key issues would
have been helpful, albeit challenging to
write!

Roger Detels, MD, MS
University of California, Los Angeles
Schools of Public Health and Medicine
detels@ucla.edu
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