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Report Dedication 

In memory of David A. Fowler 

July 30, 1960 ï February 18, 2014 

 

 

David A. Fowler was a retired U.S. Army Veteran who served as the National Vice 

President for the Paralyzed Veterans of America and the President of the Paralyzed 

Veterans of America, Texas Chapter. He previously served as the Vice President and 

Advocacy Director of the Texas Chapter of the Paralyzed Veterans of America and as a 

Commissioner on the Houston Commission on Disabilities. He was a member the 

Disabled American Veterans and the Army 82nd Airborne Division Association. Mr. 

Fowler attended Houston Community College. 

David was appointed by Governor Rick Perry in December of 2006 to the Texas 

Governorôs Committee on People with Disabilities (GCPD). David was an active and 

influential member of GCPD, including making policy recommendations to the Governor 

and Legislature related to veterans services in Texas. David also served as an advocate on 

the United/Continental Accessible Travel Advisory Board, helping the travel industry 

understand the unique issues related to air travel for people with disabilities. He was 

involved in his local community by serving on the Houston Commission on Disabilities 

and other committees that had input regarding accessibility in the local stadiums and the 

Metrorail transit system. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=jnv_06AZuyFrkM&tbnid=ZO-c5hBKGhnzWM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.pva.org/site/c.ajIRK9NJLcJ2E/b.6305431/k.96E4/Paralyzed_Veterans_of_America_Leaders.htm&ei=lXKsU9ThJMuPqgbfqoKQBA&bvm=bv.69837884,d.b2k&psig=AFQjCNEcrnFRnmoGQkXiY3czl0uVy3G9yg&ust=1403896752803734


 

David was admired by all who knew him for his powerful commitment to full inclusion 

and participation for people with disabilities, especially veterans with disabilities. David 

championed legislation for veterans with disabilities that led to improved access to 

services and programs in Texas and nationally for veterans with disabilities. 

David had been involved with Paralyzed Veterans of American for over 20 years. He 

believed in ñpaying it forwardò and devoted his life to mentoring and advocating for 

veterans who are paralyzed due to a spinal cord injury. 

David enlisted in the U.S. Army after high school as a paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne 

Division.  In 1984, he was injured in a diving accident which resulted in quadriplegia.  

His accident occurred before the passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act; 

however, the passage of the ADA, in which Paralyzed Veterans played an instrumental 

role, ensured that all individuals with disabilities would be given equal rights and 

opportunities. David often educated the public that the ADA opened opportunities for full 

participation in all areas of public life. David said, ñ[Going] to a movie without being 

told that I was a fire hazard, being able to go into the front door of a restaurant 

[and] being able to go back to workò are just some of the many benefits that he 

experienced. ñIt was like the world was finally welcoming us,ò he said. 

David participated in a variety of adaptive sports.  He was an active participant in the 

National Veterans Wheelchair Games in 1991 and used adaptive equipment to bowl, 

according to David, ñbetter than he could before he was injured.ò  In 20 years, 

David never missed the National Veterans Wheelchair Games in which he competed in 

power soccer, slalom, wheelchair races and power relay events.  After attending his first 

Games, Fowler was seized with thoughts of, ñIf I can do this, what else can I do?ò 

He thought, ñHow can I pay back this organization that is improving my life?ò 

David was a featured athlete on the General Mills Cheerios box sold in military markets 

as the Gold Medal winner of the 2007 National Veterans Wheelchair Games. 

In 1991, he became actively involved in the Texas Chapter of Paralyzed Veterans of 

America (TPVA) in many capacities, including service as advocacy director, vice 

president, president and national director. Fowler also served on several committees for 

Paralyzed Veterans of America, including the Field Advisory Committee. Over the years 

he was an ardent leader for PVA.  At the urging of many veterans, and with the support 

of his wife, Marilou, he was elected as Paralyzed Veteransô national vice president in 

October 2011. ñEven though the responsibilities come with a lot of trials and 

tribulations, the reward is great when you realize that you made an impact on 

someoneôs life,ò he said. ñIôm paying it forward for the next guys coming behind 

us, just like the people 27 years ago did for me.ò 
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Executive Summary 

Outreach and Awards Programs 

Over the past year the Committeeôs community outreach coordinator has worked with 

various local Mayorôs Committeeôs on People with Disabilities. Local Committees 

function in a similar fashion as the Governorôs Committee, except at the local level. And, 

when important information needs to be disseminated to Texans with disabilities across 

the state, as in a natural disaster, messaging through our Local Committees has been 

extremely successful. Local Committees have their own community projects and awards 

programs and the Governorôs Committee supports Local Committees by providing timely 

information via its messaging outreach through GovDelivery and the Local Committees 

email list on a variety of disability related topics and by helping to highlight their local 

programs and awards. To date, the Local Committee email list reaches almost 700 

people, in addition to 2,278 served by the GovDelivery bulletins. 
 

Three successful awards 

programs were completed 

during 2013: the annual Barbara 

Jordan Media Awards with the 

awards presentation ceremony 

held on April 13 in partnership 

with the University of Texas at 

Arlington Department of 

Communication; the annual Lex 

Frieden Employment Awards 

with the awards presentation 

ceremony held on October 18 in 

Waco in partnership with the 

Waco Mayorôs Committee for 

People with Disabilities; and the 

annual presentation of the 

APA/GCPD Accessibility 

Awards held in Austin, in 

partnership with the 

Accessibility Specialists 

Association (APA). In 

conjunction with the Lex 

Frieden Employment Awards in 

October, a Texas version of the 

National Disability 

Employment Awareness Month poster was created in partnership with the Texas 

Department of Aging and Disability Services Media Services Department and sent to 

John Bramblitt alongside his wife and service dog 

http://governor.state.tx.us/disabilities/awards/barbara_jordan_media_awards/
http://governor.state.tx.us/disabilities/awards/barbara_jordan_media_awards/
http://www.uta.edu/communication/
http://www.uta.edu/communication/
http://www.uta.edu/communication/
http://governor.state.tx.us/disabilities/awards/employment_awards/
http://governor.state.tx.us/disabilities/awards/employment_awards/
http://wacomayorscommittee.webs.com/2013-lex-frieden-awards
http://wacomayorscommittee.webs.com/2013-lex-frieden-awards
http://governor.state.tx.us/disabilities/awards/apa_gcpd_accessibility_awards
http://governor.state.tx.us/disabilities/awards/apa_gcpd_accessibility_awards
http://www.accessibilityprofessionals.org/
http://www.accessibilityprofessionals.org/
http://governor.state.tx.us/disabilities/ndeam/ndeam_poster/
http://governor.state.tx.us/disabilities/ndeam/ndeam_poster/
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almost 2,500 public and private businesses in Texas as well as some locations in other 

states, highlighting the benefits of employing Texans with disabilities.  An art 

competition is held each year to choose artwork created by an artist with a disability to be 

featured on the poster. 
 

This yearôs theme, ñBecause We Are Equal To The Task,ò blended perfectly with the 

winning artwork featuring a cowboy on horseback viewing a stunning Texas sunset. The 

artwork is by John Bramblitt.  

Mr. Bramblitt is an artist living 

in Denton, Texas, and is the 

author of Shouting in the Dark, 

his story of losing his sight and 

his pursuit of art, which 

received the 2013 Barbara 

Jordan Media Award. John 

lost his eyesight due to 

complications from epilepsy 

and has been completely blind 

since 2001. 

 

Mr. Bramblittôs painting 

technique centers around touch 

to replace what the eyes 

accomplish for sighted artists. 

John draws using raised lines 

that can be felt and mixes 

color using textures to 

differentiate each color. In 

addition to his studio work, 

John has taught workshops to 

thousands of children and 

adults all over the country; his 

workshops are always free and 

all-inclusive. He currently 

works as a consultant for museums in developing workshops that are designed to include 

everyone, no matter their ability or disability. John feels that art is what helped him get 

his life back after he lost his sight and that everyone, with a disability or not, should have 

access to art and all of the benefits that it brings to a personôs life. 

 
 



 

3 

Budget and Expenditure Report 

Appropriation Year 2013  

 

Budget Item Operating Budget  

   

Salaries and Benefits  $ 276,414  

Member Travel  $   11,594  

Staff Travel  $     5,853  

Operating Expenses  $   20,365  

   

Totals:   $ 314,226  

 

Source: 

Office of the Governor, Financial Services Division 

As of November 30, 2012 
 
 

 

 

Lex Frieden Employment Awards, Waco, Texas: (L-R) Angi English, Lex Frieden, Joe Bontke, and  

U.S. Representative Bill Flores 
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Technical Assistance Provided to Constituents During 2013 

The staff of the Committee continued in 2013 to utilize a Microsoft Access database to 

accurately track communication with constituents and provide educational and 

informational technical assistance. The database allows us to do quality management 

analysis regarding calls and emails so we can direct our technical assistance into subjects 

and issues where and when it is needed most. For the calendar year, staff responded to 

1,563 personalized requests for technical assistance from citizens, and provided 648,203 

instances of technical assistance, education and outreach through the GovDelivery 

platform.  

 

GovDelivery 

The Committee continues its targeted efforts to help educate and inform Texans on the 

variety of issues important to Texans with disabilities in each of its ten issue areas of 

access, communications, education, emergency management, health, housing, recreation, 

transportation, veterans and workforce. Since July 7, 2011, the Committee has been 

utilizing the GovDelivery platform to do this. 

Participation in GovDelivery bulletins on six topic areas has grown from its inception in 

July of 2011, from 6,059 participants to 12,838 participants in 2013. (89.4 percent 

growth). Some participants may subscribe to more than one topic area. GovDelivery has 

greatly increased the number of people we reach directly and has streamlined 

communications, directing users to information that creates high value to our Committee, 

citizens, local communities and advocates across Texas and the U.S. Outreach and 

technical assistance efforts are structured into six topic areas: 
 

1. Accessible Technology, ADA and Accessibility/Disability Rights 

2. Accessible Technology 

3. Emergency Management and People with Disabilities 

4. Employment of People with Disabilities 

5. Local Disabilities Committees & Awards Programs, and 

6. Veterans with Disabilities 

Individuals can request multiple GovDelivery topics thus the total number of 

subscriptions may overlap. For example, if one subscriber is signed up for all six topics, 

this counts as six subscriptions. A single bulletin may include multiple topics. 

From January 1 through December 31, 2013, we provided disability-related information 

through GovDelivery to 12,838 participants, an 18 percent growth from 10,843 

participants the prior year.  GovDelivery bulletins were provided to subscribers in the 

following areas: 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Total_quality_management
http://governor.state.tx.us/disabilities/resources/
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GovDelivery Bulletin Topics    Subscribers Bulletins Sent 

 

Accessible Technology     2,041  100 

ADA and Accessibility / Disability Rights  2,267  131 

Emergency Management     2,322  151 

Employment of People with Disabilities   2,022  80 

Local Disabilities Committees & Award Programs 2,123  101 

Veterans with Disabilities     2,063  67 

 

Southwest Conference on Disability 

For the past three years, staff have partnered with the New Mexico Governorôs Disability 

Commission and the New University of New Mexico Center on Development and 

Disability on the Southwest Conference on Disability. Individuals participate in the 

conference from all over the United States. 

 

 

 

Christmas at Rosedale School with Santa: Each year the GCPD staff collect stuffed animals from the Office of the Governor 

employees.  Our Chairman, Joe Bonke, (AKA:  Santa) hears every Christmas wish 






































































































































































