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Report Dedication

In memory of David A. Fowler
July 30, 1960i February 18, 2014

David A. Fowler was a retired U.S. Army Veteran who seasthe National Vice
President for the Paralyzed Veterans of America and the President of the Paralyzed
Veterans of America, Texas Chapter. He previously served as the Vice President and
Advocacy Director of the Texas Chapter of the Paralyzed Veterakm@fica and as a
Commissioner on the Houston Commission on Disabilities. He was a member the
Disabled American Veterans and the Army 82nd Airborne Division Association. Mr.
Fowler attended Houstono@munity College.

David was appointed by Governor Rick Ban December of 2006 to the Texas

Governots Committee on People with Disabilities (GCPDavid was an active and
influential member of GCPD, including making policy recommendations to the Governor
and Legislature related veterans services in Tex&avid also served as an advocate on
the United/Continental Accessible Travel Advisory Board, helping the travel industry
understand the unique issues related to air travel for people with disalhldiesas

involved in his local community by serving dretHouston Commission on Disabilities

and other committees that had input regarding accessibility in the local stadiums and the
Metrorail transit system.


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=jnv_06AZuyFrkM&tbnid=ZO-c5hBKGhnzWM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.pva.org/site/c.ajIRK9NJLcJ2E/b.6305431/k.96E4/Paralyzed_Veterans_of_America_Leaders.htm&ei=lXKsU9ThJMuPqgbfqoKQBA&bvm=bv.69837884,d.b2k&psig=AFQjCNEcrnFRnmoGQkXiY3czl0uVy3G9yg&ust=1403896752803734

David was admired by all who knew him for his powerful commitment to full inclusion
and participatiorior people with disabilities, especially veterans with disabilities. David
championed legislation for veterans with disabilities that led to improved access to
services and programs in Texas and nationalywéterans with disabilities.

David had been irolved with Paralyzed Veterang American for over 20 yearbkle
believed in fApaying it forwardo and devot e
veterans who are paralyzed due to a spinal cord injury.

David enlisted in the U.S. Army after high schosleaparatrooper with the 8irborne

Division. In 1984, he was injured in a diving accident which resulted in quadriplegia.

His accident occurred before the passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act;

however, the passage of the ADA, in which Baradl Veterans played an instrumental

role, ensured that all individuals with disabilities would be given equal rights and

opportunities. David often educated the public that the ADA opened opportunities for full
participation in all areas of public life.@id saidfi [ Goi ng] t o a movi e v
told that | was a fire hazard, being able to go into the front door of a restaurant

[ and] bei ng abl e arejostsgne ofbha maky benefits that hek o
experiencedi | t was | i ke t hwelcoming usawhesaid.s f i nal |l vy

David participated in a variety of adaptive spolte was an active participant in the

National Veterans Wheelchair Games in 1991 and used adaptive equipment to bowl,
accordingtoDavidi bet t er t han he injwadloth2byeafsor e he
David never missed the National Veterans Wheelchair Games in which he competed in

power soccer, slalom, wheelchair races and power relay evsitgs.attending his first

Games, Fowler was seized with thoughtsiot f | canwbattbl se can
He thoughti How can | pay back this organizati
David was a featured athlete on the General Mills Cheerios box sold in military markets

as the Gold Medal winner of the 2007 National Veterans Wheelchaie&

In 1991, he became actively involved in the Texas Chapter of Paralyzed Veterans of
America (TPVA) in many capacities, including service as advocacy director, vice
president, president and national director. Fowler also served on several commrittees fo
Paralyzed Veterans of America, including the Field Advisory Committee. Over the years
he was an ardent leader for PVAt the urging of many veterans, and with the support

of his wife, Marilou, he was elected as Paralyzed Vetératfonal vice presiddg in

October2011 fiEven t hough the responsibilities
tribulations, the reward is great when you realize that you made an impact on
someoné | ihdsaididm paying it forward for the next guys coming behind

us, justliket he people 27 years ago did for me.



GOVERNOR

STAaTE OF TEXAS
QFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
COMMITTEE ON PEOPLE wWITH DISABILITIES

July, 7, 2014

The Honorable Rick Perry
Governor of Texas

Texas State Capitol
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Governor Perry,

On behalf of the Texas Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities, it is our privilege to
submit our annual report on the work of the Committee and staff from January to December,
2013. The report represents major accomplishments and activity highlights for the 2013 calendar
year; it is not intended to be a cumulative history. Report components include quarterly staft
activity, presentations made by our Committee members, detailed outreach in the communities,
statistics on the number of constituents assisted, and summaries of efforts and events in
partnership with our Local Committees. Also included is the Annual Disability History
Perspective for 2013 which includes significant historical events related to peoplc with
disabilities that have occurred in Texas, the U.S. and internationally. We are extremely proud of
the accomplishments made by staff and Committee members during 2013.

The staff and members of the Cominittee will continue to seek out new partnerships and
collaborations in order to meet our mission. Additionally, we will explore ways to utilize social
media and technology solutions to reach out to a wider audience. We look forward to the
opportunities and challenges of 2014.

Governor, we appreciate the support you give the Committee and staff in our work with and for
Texans with disabilities and respectfully submit our annual report. We look forward to 2014 and
continuing our work with you, the legislature and citizens toward a fully inclusive Texas.

Sincerely,
/741&,; C:A,.\

Angela English, MS, LPC, LMFT
Executive Director

Joe Bontke
Chairperson

Post Orrice Box 12428 Austin, Tixas 78711
(512)463-5739. (Voice) / Diar 711 por Reray Services / (512)463-5745 (Fax)
http://www.governor.state.tx.us/disabilities
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Executive Summary

Outreach and Awards Programs

Over the past year the Commitieeommunity outreach coordinator has worlsith

various local Mayais Committeé on People with Disabilities. Local Committees
function in a similar fashion as the Gover@oCommittee, except at the local level. And,
when important information needs to be disseminated to Texans with disabdiiss

the state, as in a natural disaster, messaging through our Local Committees has been
extremely successful. Local Committees have their own community projects and awards
programs and the GoverrierCommittee supports Local Committees by providinglym
information via its messaging outreach through GovDelivery and the Local Committees
email list on a variety of disability related topics and by helping to highlight their local
programs and awards. To date, the Local Committee email list reaches &host

people, in addition to 2,278 served by the GovDelivery bulletins.
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Three successful awards
¥ programs were completed
. during 2013: the annu8larbara
Jordan Media Awardwith the
EER. awards presentation ceremony

" held on April 13 in partnership
with theUniversity of Texas at
Arlington Department of
Communicationthe annualLex
. Frieden Employment Awards
| with the awards presentation
- ceremony held on October 18 in
Waco in partnership with the
Waco Mayoés Committee for
People with Disabilitiesand the
annual presentation of the
APA/GCPD Accessibility
Awardsheld in Austin, in
partnership with the
Accessibility Specialists
Association(APA). In
conjunction with the Lex

s B e , § Frieden Employment Awards in

John Bramblitt alongside his wife and service dog October, a Texas versiaf the
National Disability
Employment Awareness Month posteais created in partnership with the Texas
Department of Aging and Disability Services Media Services Department iaini se
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almost2,500public and private businesses in Texas as well as some locations in other
states, highlighting the benefits of employing Texans with disabilifesart

competition is held each year to choose artwork created by an artist with #tgdisabe
featured on the poster.

Thisyeats themefi Be c aus e We Three THeaepded perfectly with the
winning artwork featuring a cowboy on horseback viewing a stunning Texas sunset. The
artwork is by John Bramobilitt.
Mr. Bramblittis an artist living
in Denton, Texas, and is the
author of Shouting in the Dark,
his story of losing his sight and
his pursuit of art, which
received the 2013 Barbara
Jordan Media Award. John
lost his eyesight due to
complications from epilepsy
and has ben completely blind
since 2001.

NATIONAL DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT
AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. Bramblitts painting
technique centers around touch
to replace what the eyes

Jous oty . s somat o St ol o0 o e e accomplish for sighted artists.
e o AT e i S A MRS ST S B John draws using raised lines
PRSPl ety 1RLNMACHEE ST LAS AROUMET TOLICH D0 SEFLACK WAl e ived

ol e St el S g st e 204 that can be felt and mixes

PRLT AND MIREY COUUIR LM TEATLOGES 1O SHPTRRANTEATT DAL LOUDM. ba AZDOH i

O M NTUTIND WORK JOUTH 1A TR WOIREATAIS TU TR OF TV L DD Color US|ng textures to

AN ALPUR T ALL CDNER TR CIMIN TRE DL NIRRT AL AARANE FREA At

SVAY 7Y 400 ISP W KOCAN SHRR, 20 A0PTO0% SRR AT G differentiate each color. In
Lot et Tt ST T 08, o addition to his studio work,

John has taught workshops to
thousands of children and
adults all over the country; his
workshops are always free and
all-inclusive. He currently
works as a consultant for museums in developing workshops that are desigroddi® in
everyone, no matter their ability or disability. John feels that art is what helped him get
his life back after he lost his sight and that everyone, with a disability or not, should have

access to art and all of the benefits that it brings to a pi@rkfe.




Budget andExpenditure Report
Appropriation Year 2013

Budget Item Operating Budget

Salaries and Benefits $ 276,414

Member Travel $ 11,594
Staff Travel $ 5,853
Operatingexpenses $ 20365
Totals: $ 314,226
Source:

Office of the Governor, Financial Services Division
As of November 302012

Lex Frieden Employment Awards, Waco, TexafR)IAngi English, Lex Frieden, Joe Bont&ad

U.S. Representativ&ill Flores
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Technical Assistance Provided to Constituents During 2013

The staff of the Committee continued in 2013 to utilize a Microsoft Access database to
accurately track communication with constituents and provide educational and
informational techrual assistance. The database allows us tgudbty management

analysis regarding calls and emails so we can direct our technical assistance into subjects
and issues where and when it is needed most. For the calendar year, staff responded to
1,563personalized requests for technical assistance from citizens, amndiepi48,203
instances of technical assistance, education and outreach through the GovDelivery
platform.

GovDelivery

The Committee continues its targeted efforts to help educate and inform Texans on the
variety of issues important to Texans with diséiesi in each of itsen issue areasf

access, communications, education, emergency management, health, housing, recreation,
transportation, veterans and workforce. Since July 7, 201 Cdimenittee has been

utilizing the GovDelivery platform to do this.

Participation in GovDelivery bulletins on six topic areas has grown from its inception in
July of 2011, from 6,059 participants to 12,838 participem013.(89.4 percent

growth). Some articipants may subscribe to more than one topic &eaDelivery has
greatly increased the number of people we reach directly and has streamlined
communications, directing users to information that creates high value to our Committee,
citizens, local comunities and advocates across Texas and theQuitfeach and

technical assistance efforts are structured into six topic areas:

1. Accessible Technology, ADA and Accessibility/Disability Rights
Accessible Technology

Emergency Management and People with Digis

Employment of People with Disabilities

Local Disabilities Committees & Awards Programs, and
Veterans with Disabilities

o0k W

Individuals can request multiple GovDelivery topics thus the total number of
subscriptions may overlap. For example, if one stilbscis signed up for all six topics,
this counts as six subscriptions. A single bulletin may include multiple topics.

From January 1 through December 31, 2013, we provided disakilted information
through GovDelivery to 12,838 participants, anpgscent growth from 10,843
participants the prior year. GovDelivery bulletins were provided to subscribers in the
following areas:


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Total_quality_management
http://governor.state.tx.us/disabilities/resources/

GovDelivery Bulletin Topics Subscribers Bulletins Sent

Accessible Technology 2,041 100
ADA and Accessibility Disability Rights 2,267 131
Emergency Management 2,322 151
Employment of People with Disabilities 2,022 80
Local Disabilities Committee& Award Programs 2,123 101
Veterans with Disabilities 2,063 67

Southwest Conference on Disability

Forthe past three years, staff have partnered withNdve Mexico Governas Disability
Commissiorand theNew University of New Mexico Center on Development and
Disability on theSouthwest Conference on Disabilitpdividuals participate in the
conference from all over the United States.

Christmas at Rosedale School with Santa: Each feaGCPD staff collect stuffedhimals fronthe Office of the Governor
employees. @ Chairman, Joe Bonke, (AKA: Santa) hears every Christmas wish
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