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THEME: Effects of tourism  

Task Question: Investigate how and why tourism has had a social impact on 
your chosen location in recent decades. 

Specification Link  

This Task Question refers to Topic 5, A Tourist’s World; Section 5.3 Impacts of 
the tourist industry 

Task contextualisation 

Teachers are expected to contextualise (or localise) student investigations by 
using the Edexcel task question as a basis from which to produce an appropriate 
question or hypothesis that can be investigated at a local scale. In reality, this 
involves adding the name of a real place to the task and providing details of the 
specific location, annotated location maps and possibly reference to geographical 
theory, such as the Butler model, which, if relevant to the location, will help to 
put the task into geographical context. 

Investigation of an extensive area, such as a National Park or a major urban 
centre is not required and it is recommended that the task question is adjusted 
to refer to a small area allowing focused primary data collection during a single 
day visit. This might mean that one or two honey pot villages (for example, 
Castleton or Malham) are selected, or part of a settlement such as the area 
around Windsor Castle is investigated. 

It is important to select a location where tourism has had an appreciable and 
evident impact.  

Word limit  

Please note that there is a word limit of 2,000 words for the completed 
controlled assessment. A student’s word limit may be 10% either side of the 
2,000 word limit.  

Suggested methods – secondary data collection 

Appropriate secondary data must be collected as part of the task taking process. 
For this task question, relevant secondary data might include: 

General background information, for example, tourism in the New Forest 
National Park: 
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/downloads/file/323/fact_sheet_1-
key_facts_and_figures 

Annual visitor numbers, for example, figures for a ‘honey pot ‘such as Bath: 
http://visitbath.co.uk/media/information-sheets/btp-and-tourism-industry 



 

Employment and other details: 
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/census/2011/uk-census/index.html 

The concept of the carrying capacity of tourism: 
http://www.britishcouncil.org/professionals-exams-ielts-reading-3.htm 

More specific data about specific locations, for example provision of affordable 
housing in Chapel Stile (Lake District), or identified impacts at Ayia Napa, Cyprus: 
http://www.crht.org.uk/index.php/publications/43-individual-village-reports/61-
chapel-stile-south-lakeland-district-council 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/europe/cyprus/718658/Cyprus-
No-rest-from-the-wicked.html 

Details of house price in specific locations, for example: 
http://www.rightmove.co.uk/property-for-sale/Fowey.html?index=30 

Information from a GIS system such as Google Earth or Street View, which 
might provide located photographs or other details of the selected location. 

Suggested methods – primary data collection 

The following are suggestions and intended as guidance only. The actual data 
collected and the methods which are used will depend on the sub-questions 
relating to the task question developed by the Centre or the individual student. 

The task question can be subdivided into two sections; how tourism has impacted, 
socially, on the selected location, and why this impact has occurred.  

How has tourism impacted, socially, on the selected location? 

• A survey of the selected area, which might be located on a base map or 
recorded by annotated photographs/field sketches, to show holiday 
(second homes). 

• A survey (as above) to show services for local inhabitants (for example, 
schools, shops and community halls). 

• A survey (as above) to show the services specifically provided for tourists 
(such as souvenir shops, tourist attractions such as the Jane Austen 
Centre (Bath)). 

• Questionnaire surveys of local inhabitants/tourists.  

Why has tourism impacted, socially, on the selected location? 

• A survey of the tourist attractions of the area, these might include  
man-made attractions such as shops, museums and historic buildings or 
natural features such as lakes and mountain scenery.  

• A questionnaire survey of tourists to establish the reasons for visiting the 
location/area.  



 

• A questionnaire survey of the local shop owners, service providers such as 
museums and other attractions and local residents to establish views on 
the social impacts of tourism. 

Possible data presentation methods  

The suggested data collection methods might allow the data to be presented in a 
range of ways including: well annotated field sketches and photographs, graphs 
located on base maps of aerial photographs, scatter graphs and other graphing 
methods. Mapping sites such as MAGIC (Multi-Agency Geographic Information 
for the Countryside) http://www.magic.gov.uk/are also extremely helpful. 

Health and safety  

The specification requires that all centres must comply with the new 
requirements (2011) of relevant legislation and codes of practice, including:  

• The Department for Education health and safety guidance for schools 
(http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/adminandfinance/healthandsafety)  

• The Health and Safety executive – School trips and outdoor learning 
activities (http://www.hse.gov.uk/services/education/school-trips.pdf) 

Students must carry out risk assessments as part of the Controlled Assessment 
process. This might form part of the preparation for fieldwork, for example by 
using Google Maps (secondary data) to assess likely hazards and risks. 
Alternately, field sketches and photographs from the actual data collection process 
might be annotated to show the potential risks and ways of reducing the impacts. 
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