BOOK X.
st_k OF themanyexcellenceswhichI perceivein the order of Republic
595 our State,there is none which upon reflectionpleases me x.
betterthan the ruleaboutpoetry,
s,_._,
G_..Auco_.
To whatdoyou refer?
To the rejectionof imitativepoetry,whichcertainlyought
not to be received; as I see far more clearly now that
the parts of.thesoul havebeendistinguished.
What do you mean?
Speakingin confidence,for I should not like to have my Poetical
wordsrepeatedtothe tragediansandthe rest oftheimitativeimitations
areruinous
tribe--but I do not mind saying to you, that all poetical tothen'find
imitationsare ruinous to the understandingof the hearers, of
the
hearer.
and that the knowledgeof their true nature is the only
antidote to them.
Explainthe purport ofyour remark.
Well, I will tell you, although I have always from my
earliestyouthhad an awe and love of Homer,which even
now makesthe words falteron my lips,for he is the great
captain and teacher of the whole of that charmingtragic
company; but a man is not to be reverencedmore than
the truth, and thereforeI willspeakout.
Very good,he said.
Listento me then, or rather, answerme.
Put yourquestion.
Can you tell me what imitationis ? for I really do not The
mtu_
of imitaknow.
tioa.
A likelything, then,that I shouldknow.
596 Why not? for the duller eye mayoftensee a thingsooner
than the keener.
Very true,he said; l_atinyour presence,evenif I had aay
X2
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O)Theideaof a led; (2) actualled;

8ep_
faintnotion,I couldnotmustercourageto utter it. Will you
x.
enquireyourself?
so_.r_,
Well then,shallwe beginthe enquiryin our usualmanner:
Gt_vcoN.
Whenever a numberof individualshave a commonname,
we assumethemto havealsoa corresponding
ideaorform:2_.
doyou understand
me?
I do.
The
id_is
Let us take any commoninstance; thereare beds and
one,butthe
objects tablesin the world--plentyofthem,are there not?
compr_ Yes.
hen_
But there are only two ideas or forms of them--one the
underit
aremany.idea ofa bed, the other of a table.
True.
Andthe makerof eitherofthem makesa bed or he makes
a table for our use,in accordancewith the idea--that is our
wayof speakingin this and similarinstances--butno artificer
makesthe ideasthemselves:howcouldhe?
Impossible.
And there is anotherartist,--I should like to knowwhat
youwouldsay of him.
Who is he?
Theuniver- One whois the makerofall the worksofall otherworkmen.
salcreator What an extraordinarymanI
anextraordinary
per- Wait a little,andtherewill be morereasonforyoursaying
son.But so. For this is he who is able to make not only vessels
notealso
thatevery-of every kind,but plants and animals,himselfand all other
boar
isa
creator
ina things--the earth and heaven,and the things which are in
same. heavenor under the earth; he makesthegods also.
Forall
He mustbe a wizardandno mistake.
thingsmay
_maaeby Oh! you are incredulous,are you? Do you mean that
thereaec-thereis no suchmakeror creator,or thatinone sensethere
tion
of
mightbe a makerofallthesethingsbutin another not"_ Do
themina
mirror, you seethatthere is awayinwhichyoucouldmakethemall
yourself?
Whatway?
An easy way enough; or rather,there are manyways
inwhichthe feat mightbe quicklyandeasilyaccomplished,
nonequickerthanthatof turninga mirrorroundand round
--you would soon enoughmakethe sun and the heavens,
andthe earthandyourselt_andotheranimalsandplants,and

(3) tlze imitatt'o_ of a led.
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all the other thingsof whichwewerejust nowspeaking,in Rt/_//c
themirror,
x.
Yes,he said; buttheywouldbeappearancesonly.
so_,r,s,
G_vcoN.
Very good,I said,you are comingto thepointnow. And Butthisis
the painter toois, as I conceive,just suchanotherwacreator anappearofappearances,is he not ?
an_:
Ofcourse,
and
thetoo
painter
But then I supposeyou will saythat whathe creates is isa maker
untrue. Andyet thereis a sense inwhichthe painteralso o[atax_rcreatesa bed?
Yes,he said,butnota real bed.
597 Andwhatof the makerof the bed? were you not saying
thathe too makes,not theideawhich,accordingto our view,
is theessenceof the bed,butonlya particularbed?
Yes,I did.
Then if he does not makethat which exists he cannot
maketrueexistence,butonlysomesemblanceof existence;
andif anyonewereto saythatthe workof the makerof the
bed,or of anyotherworkman,has real existence,he could
hardlybe supposedto be speakingthe truth.
At any rate,he replied,philosopherswouldsay that he
wasnot speakingthetruth.
No wonder,then, thathis work too is an indistinctexpressionof truth.
No wonder.
Supposenowthatbythe lightof the examplesjust offered
we enquirewhothisimitatoris ?
If you please.
Well then,here are three beds: one existingin nature,Xhr_beds
whichis madeby God,as I think thatwe may say--for makers
andthree
of
no one else canbe the maker?
beds.
No.
There is another whichis the workof the carpenter?
Yes.
And the workof the painter is a third?
Yes.
Beds,then, are of three kinds,and there are three artists
whosuperintendthem: God,the makerof the bed,and the
painter?
Yes,thereare three of them.
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God,_ car_n_er,

A'_¢/¢
God,whetherfromchoiceorfromnecessity,madeonebed
x.
in natureandone only; twoormoresuchidealbedsneither
ouu_. everhavebeennor everwillbe madebyGod.
(_}The
Why is that?
creator. Becauseevenif He had made buttwo,a thirdwouldstill
c,
oaco_l appearbehindthem which both of them would have for
onlymake
onebed; their idea, and that wouldbe the idealbed and not the
ifher,_detwo others.
two.athi_
Very true,he said.
would
still
a_heGod knewthis,and He desiredto be the real makerof a
hindthem.real bed, not a particular maker of a particularbed, and
therefore He created a bed which is essentiallyand by
nature one only.
So we believe.
Shall we, then, speak of Him as the natural author or
makerofthe bed?
Yes, he replied; inasmuchas by the natural process of
creationHe is the authorof this and ofall otherthings.
(_)"l_
Andwhatshallwesay of thecarpenter--isnot he alsothe
human
makerof thebed
maker.
Yes.
But wouldyou callthe paintera creatorand maker?
Certainlynot.
Yet if he is not themaker,whatis he in relationto the bed?
{3)
Theimi- I think,he said,that we mayfairlydesignatehim as the
tarot,i.e.
thepainterimitatorof thatwhichthe others make.
orpoet,
Good, I said; then you call him who is third in the
descentfromnaturean imitator?
Certainly,he said.
And the tragicpoetis an imitator,and therefore,like all
otherimitators,he is thriceremovedfromthe kingandfrom
the truth?
That appearsto be so.
Then aboutthe imitatorwe are agreed. Andwhatabout
the painter?--I wouldlike to knowwhetherhe may be 598
thoughtto imitatethatwhichoriginallyexists in nature,or
onlythe creationsofartists?
The latter.
As they are or as theyappear? youhave stillto determine
this.

tkepu'nter or #el.
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Whatdoyou mean?
Re_g/c
I mean,thatyou maylookata bedfromdifferentpointsof x.
view,obliquelyor directlyor fromanyotherpointof view, Gt._co_,
andthe bedwill appeardifferent,
but thereis no differencewhose
art
inreality. Andthesameofall things,
isoneof
Yes,he said,thedifferenceis only apparent,
imimion
or appearNowletme askyou anotherquestion: Whichis the artof anteanda
paintingdesignedto be--an imitationof thingsas theyare, removed
long
way
or as theyappear--ofappearanceor ofreality?
fromthe
Ofappearance,
truth.
Then the imitator,I said,is a longwayoff the truth,and Anyone
cando all thingsbecausehe lightlytoucheson a smallpart all
who
does
things
of them,andthatpartan image. For example: A painterdoesonly
a
willpaint a cobbler,carpenter,
or anyotherartist,thoughhe very
partsofman
knowsnothingof their arts; and,if he is a goodartist,he them.
maydeceive childrenor simple persons,whenhe shows
themhis pictureof a carpenterfroma distance,and they
will fancythatthey arelookingata realcarpenter.
Certainly.
Andwheneveranyoneinformsus thathe hasfoundaman Anyone
who knows all the arts,and all things else that anybodywho
ptoretends
knows,and everysingle thingwith a higherdegreeof ac- know
all
curacythanany otherman--whoevertells us this, I think things
is
ignorant
thatwe canonlyimaginehimto be a simplecreaturewhois ofthevery
likelyto havebeen deceivedbysomewizardoractorwhomnature
of
he met, andwhomhe thoughtall-knowing,
becausehe him- knowtedge.
self was unableto analysethe natureof knowledgeand
ignoranceand imitation.
Mosttrue.
Andso,whenwehear personssayingthat thetragedians,Andhe
and Homer,who is at their head,knowall the artsandall who
asuch
ttributes
things human,virtue aswell as vice,anddivinethingstoo, tmiver_
forthatthe goodpoet cannotcomposewellunlesshe knowsknowledge
tOthe poets
his subject,and that he who has not this knowledgecan issim,_ly
neverbe a poet,we ought to considerwhetherhere also deceivecL
theremaynot be a similarillusion. Perhapstheymayhave
come across imitatorsand been deceivedby them; they
maynot have rememberedwhen they saw theirworksthat
• 599these werebutimitationsthriceremovedfromthe truth,and
could easily be madewithoutany knowledgeof the truth,
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A ¢uestionto beaskedof Homer:

_'q_a/;e becausethey are appearancesonly and not realities? Or,
x.
afterall,theymaybe in the right,and poetsdo reallyknowthe
s,_,
things aboutwhichthey seemto the manyto speakso well?
The question,he said,shouldby all meansbe considered.
Hewho
Nowdo you suppose that if a personwere able to make
eo_a
makethe originalas well as the image,he wouldseriouslydevote
theoriginal
would
not himselfto the image-makingbranch? Wouldhe allowimimake
the tation to be the ruling principleof his life, as if he had
imam. nothinghigherin him?
I shouldsay not.
The real artist,whoknewwhat he was imitating,wouldbe
interestedin realitiesand not in imitations;andwoulddesire
to leave as memorialsof himselfworks manyand fair; and,
instead of being the author of encomiums,he wouldprefer
to be the themeof them.
Yes, he said, that would be to him a source of much
greater honourand profit.
I_8omer
Then, I said,wemustput a questionto Homer; not about
had beena
legislator,medicine,or any of the arts to which his poemsonly inciorgeneral,dentallyrefer: we are not going to ask him, or any other
oriaventor,
poet, whether he has cured patients like Asclepius,or left
behindhima schoolofmedicinesuch as the Asclepiadswere,
or whether he only talks about medicineand other arts at
second-hand; butwehavea right to knowrespectingmilitary
tactics,politics,education,whichare the ehiefestand noblest
subjectsofhis poems_and we mayfairlyask him aboutthem.
' Friend Homer,' thenwe say to him,' if you are onlyin the
second removefromtruth in whatyou say of virtue,and not
in the third--not an imagemakeror imitator--andif youare
able to discern whatpursuits make menbetter or worse in
private or public life, tell us what State was ever better
governedby your help? The good order of Lacedaemonis
due to Lycurgus,and manyothercitiesgreat and smallhave
been similarlybenefitedby others; but who says that you
have been a goodlegislatorto themand havedone them any
good? Italyand SicilyboastofCharondas,and thereis Solon
whois renownedamongus ; but whatcityhas anythingto say
aboutyou7' Is there any citywhichhe mightname?
I think not,said Glaucon; not even the Homeridsthem,
selvespretendthat he wasa legislator.

Whatgoodhaveyou everdonee
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60o Well, but is there any waron record whichWascarriedon xe_//c
successfullyby him,or aided by his counsels,when he was x.
alive?
so_,
There is not.
G_vco,,.
Or is there any invention1of his, applicableto the arts or
to humanlife,suchas Thalesthe Milesianor Anacharsisthe
Seythian,and other ingeniousmen have conceived,whichis
attributedto him?
There is absolutelynothingofthe kind.
But,if Homer neverdidany publicservice,washeprivately
a guide or teacher of any? Had he in his lifetimefriends
who loved to associatewith him, and who handed down
to posterityan Homericway of life,suchas was established
by Pythagoraswho was so greatlybelovedfor his wisdom,
and whosefollowersare to this day quite celebratedfor the
order whichwasnamedafterhim?
Nothing of the kind is recorded of him_. For surely,
Socrates,Creophylus,the companionof Homer,that childof
flesh,whose name always makes us laugh,might be more
justly ridiculed for his stupidity,if, as is said, Homer was
greatlyneglectedby himand others in his owndaywhenhe
wasalive?
Yes,I replied,that is the tradition. But canyouimagine,orhaddone
Glancon,that if Homer had reallybeen able to educateand anything
elseforthe
improvemankindmif he had possessedknowledgeand not improvebeen a mereimitator--canyou imagine,I say,that he would ment
of
mankind,
not have had many followers,and been honouredand loved hewould
by them? ProtagorasofAbdera,and ProdicusofCeos,and beenalnothave
a host ofothers,haveonlyto whisperto their contemporaries
: lowed
to
' You will never be able to manageeither your own house starve.
or your ownState until you appointus to be yourministers
of education'mand this ingeniousdeviceof theirs has such
an effectin making men love them that their companions
all but carry them about on their shoulders. And is it
conceivablethat the contemporariesof Homer,or again of
Hesiod,would have allowedeither of them to go about as
rhapsodists,if they had really been able to makemankind
virtuous? Would they not have been as unwillingto part
with them as with gold, and have compelledthem to stay
I Omitting
d,v.
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i)uita_ors:

R_,a,_ at homewith them? Or, if the masterwould notstay,then
x.
the discipleswould have followedhim about everywhere,
soo_T_,
G_uco_. untiltheyhadgot educationenough?
Yes, Socrates,that,I think,is quitetrue.
Thepoets, Then mustwe not infer that all these poeticalindividuals,
like
the beginningwith Homer,are only imitators;theycopyimages
paintms,
arebutimi- of virtueand the like, but the truththey neverreach? The6o_
tators; poet is like a painter who, as we have alreadyobserved,
will make a likenessof a cobblerthough he understands
nothingof cobbling; andhis pictureis goodenoughfor those
whoknowno morethan he does,andjudgeonlybycolours
andfigures.
Quiteso.
In like mannerthe poet with his wordsand phrases1
maybe saidto layon the coloursof theseveralarts,himself
understanding
theirnatureonlyenoughto imitatethem; and
otherpeople,who are as ignorantas he is, andjudge only
fromhis words,imaginethat if he speaks of cobbling,or
of militarytactics,orof anythingelse,inmetreandharmony
andrhythm,he speaksverywell--suchis thesweetinfluence
whichmelodyandrhythmbynaturehave. AndI thinkthat
you musthaveobservedagainandagainwhata poorappearancethe talesof poets makewhen strippedof the colours
whichmusicputsuponthem,andrecitedin simpleprose.
Yes,he said.
They are like faceswhich wereneverreallybeautiful,
but
only blooming;and now the bloomof youth has passed
awayfromthem?
Exactly.
they know
Here is anotherpoint: The imitatorormakerof the image
nothing
of knowsnothingof trueexistence; he knowsappearancesonly.
true
ex_t_.e.
Am I not right?
Yes.
Then let us havea clearunderstanding,
and notbe satisfied
withhalf an explanation,
Proceed.
Of the painterwe say that he will paint reins,and he will
paint a bit?
Yes.
t Or,'withhisnouns
andverbs.'

Tt_efare_t ezraj_g_ of_e_"
_

works.
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And the workerin leatherand brasswillmakethem?
._',_zc
Certainly.
X.
But does the painterknowthe rightformof the bit and soo_T_,
GLA_:c_
reins? Nay,hardlyeventhe workersin brassandleatherThemaker
who makethem; onlythe horsemanwho knowshowto use hasmore
them--he knowstheir rightform.
knowl_ge
thanthe
Mosttrue.
imitator,
Andmaywe notsay thesameofall things?
but
less
thanthe
What"_
•
user.
That there are threearts which are concernedwith all Threearts,
things: onewhichuses,anotherwhich makes,a thirdwhich using,
making.
imitatesthem?
imitating.
Yes,

And the excellenceor beautyor truthof everystructure,Goodn_
animateor inanimate,
and of everyactionof man,is.relativeofthings
relativeto
to the use forwhichnatureor theartist hasintendedthem. use;hence
True.
the
maker
ofthemis
Then the user of them must have the greatest ex- instructed
perienceof them,and he mustindicateto the makerthe bytheuser.
good or bad qualitieswhich developthemselvesin use;
for example,the flute-player
wilt tell the flute-maker
which
of his flutes is satisfactoryto the performer; he will tell
him howhe oughtto make them,and the otherwill attend
to his instructions
?
Of course.
Theone knowsandthereforespeakswith authorityabout
the goodnessandbadnessofflutes,whiletheother,confiding
in him,willdowhathe is told byhim?
True.
The instrumentis the same,butaboutthe excellenceor Themaker
badnessofitthemakerwillonlyattaintoacorrectbelief; and andnot
hasbelief
this he willgainfromhimwho knows,by talkingto him and knowledge.
602being compelledto hear whathe has to say, whereasthe theimitator
neither.
userwillhaveknowledge
?
True.
Butwill the imitatorhaveeither? Will he knowfromuse
whetheror no his drawingis correctorbeautiful? orwill he
have right opinionfrombeing compelledto associatewith
anotherwhoknowsandgiveshiminstructionsaboutwhathe
shoulddraw?
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/_q_d_
Neither.
"_:
Then he will no more have true opinionthan he will
soc_,_
have knowledge about the goodness or badness of his
G_eoaN.
imitations?
I supposenot.
The imitativeartist will be in a brilliantstate of in.
telligenceabouthis own creations?
Nay,very muchthe reverse.
And still he will go on imitatingwithoutknowingwhat
makes a thing good or bad,and maybe expectedtherefore
to imitateonlythatwhichappearsto begood tothe ignorant
multitude?
Just so.
Thus far then we are prettywell agreed thatthe imitator
has no knowledgeworth mentioningof what he imitates.
Imitationis only a kind of play or sport, and the tragic
poets,whetherthey write in Iambicor in Heroicverse,are
imitatorsin thehighestdegree?
Very true.
Imitation
And now tell me, I conjure you, has not imitationbeen
hasbeen
shown by us to be concerned with that which is thrice
proved
to
bethrice removedfrom the truth?
removed
Certainly.
from
the
truth.
And what is the facultyin man to which imitationis
addressed?
What do youmean?
I will explain: The bodywhichis large when seen near,
appearssmallwhenseen at a distance?
True.
And the same objectsappearstraight when lookedat out
of the water, and crooked when in the water; and the
concavebecomesconvex,owingto the illusionabout colours
to whichthe sightis liable. Thus everysort of confusionis
revealedwithin us ; and this is that weaknessof the human
mindon whichthe art of conjuringand of deceivingby light
and shadowand other ingeniousdevicesimposes,havingan
effectupon us like magic.
True.
And the arts of measuringand numberingand weighing
come to the rescue of the human understanding--there

tke art of measuring, t]w ]dgIwr.
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is the beauty of them--and the apparent greater or less, Rcl_Mi¢
or more or heavier,no longer have the masteryover us, x.
but givewaybeforecalculationand measureandweight?
so_._,
G_uco_.
Mosttrue.
Theart of
_Andthis,surely,mustbe the work of the calculatingand measuring
rationalprinciplein the soul?
given
to
manthat
To besure.
hemay
And when this principlemeasuresand certifiesthat some correct
the
varietyof
thingsare equal,or that someare greateror lessthanothers, appearthere occursan apparentcontradiction?
ances.
True.

Butwerewe not sayingthatsuch a contradictionis impos6o3sible--the samefacultycannothave contraryopinionsat the
sametime about the samething?
Very true.
Then that part of the soul which has an opinioncontrary
to measureis not the samewiththat whichhas an opinionin
accordancewith measure?
True.

And the better part of the soul is likelyto be that which
truststo measureand calculation?
Certainly.
And that whichis opposedto them is one of the inferior
principlesof the soul?
No doubt.
This was the conclusionat which I was seekingto arrive
whenI saidthat paintingor drawing,and imitationin general,
when doing their own proper work, are far removedfrom
truth, and the companionsand friends and associatesof a
principle within us which is equallyremovedfrom reason,
and that they haveno true or healthyaim.
Exactly.
The imitativeart is an inferiorwho marries an inferior,The
productions
of
and hasinferioroffspring,
theimitaVerytrue.
five
artsare
hast_,.d
And is this confinedto the sightonly,or doesit extendto an,tmegithe hearing also,relatingin factto whatweterm poetry?
timate.
Probablythe samewouldbe true ofpoetry.
Do not rely, I said, on a probabilityderived from the
analogyof painting; but let us examinefurther and see
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Imitation of gr_

and t_asffo_

8_'e
whether the facultywithwhich poetical imitationis conX.
cernedis goodor bad.
soc_,
means.
Gi.Araco_.Byall
We maystate
thequestion
thus
:--Imitation
imitates
the
actions
ofmen,whether
voluntary
orinvoluntary,
onwhich,
asthey
imagine,
a goodorbadresult
hasensued,
andthey
rejoice
orsorrow
accordingly.
Isthere
anything
more?
No,there
isnothing
else.
Butinall
this
variety
ofcircumstances
isthemanatunity
with
himself--or
rather,
asintheinstance
ofsight
there
was
confusion
andopposition
inhisopinions
about
thesame
things,
soherealso
isthere
notstrife
andinconsistency
in
hislife
? ThoughI needhardly
raise
thequestion
again,
forIremember
that
all
this
hasbeenalready
admitted
;and
They
imi-thesoul
hasbeenacknowledged
by ustobefull
ofthese
tareoppo-and ten thousandsimilaroppositionsoccurringat the same
sites;
moment?
And wewereright,he said.
Yes, I said, thus far we were right; but therewas an
omissionwhich mustnowbe supplied.
Whatwas the omission?
Werewe not sayingthat a good man,who has the misfortuneto lose his son or anythingelsewhich is mostdear
to him, will bear the loss with more equanimitythan
another?
Yes.
t_,
enBut will he have no sorrow,or shallwe saythatalthough
courage
weakness;
he cannothelpsorrowin_he will moderatehis sorrow?
The latter,he said,is the truerstatement.
Tell me: will he be morelikelyto struggleand hold out6o4
againsthis sorrowwhenhe is seenby his equals,orwhenhe
is alone?
It willmakea greatdifferencewhetherhe is seen or not.
When he is by himselfhe will not mind sayingor doing
manythings whichhe wouldbe ashamedofanyone hearing
or seeinghim do ?
True.
There is a principleof lawand reason in him which bids
him resist, as well as a feeling of his misfortunewhich is
forcinghimto indulgehis sorrow?

leads the sibectalorta indulge them.
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True.
Rep,
d_
But when a man is drawn in two oppositedirections,to x.
and from the same object,this, as we _
necessarilyso,_,,_.
Gt._vco_.
impliestwodistinctprinciplesin him?
Certainly.
Oneofthemis readyto followtheguidanceofthe law?
How doyoumean?
The law wouldsay that to be patientundersufferingis theyareat •
best,andthatwe shouldnotgivewayto impatience,
as there variance
with the exis no knowingwhethersuch things are goodor evil; and hortations
nothingis gainedby impatience
; also, becauseno humanofphi_ophy;
thing is of serious importance,and grief stands in the way
ofthat whichat the momentis mostrequired.
Whatis mostrequired? he asked.
Thatweshould takecounselaboutwhathas happened,and
whenthe dice havebeen thrownorder our affairsin the way
whichreason deemsbest; not,likechildrenwhohavehad a
fall,keepingholdofthe partstruckandwastingtimein setting
up a howl, but alwaysaccustomingthe soul forthwithto
applya remedy,raising up that which is sicklyand fallen,
banishingthe cry of sorrowby the healingart.
Yes, he said,thatis the true wayof meetingthe attacksof
fortune.
Yes, I said; and the higher principle is readyto follow
thissuggestionof reason?
Clearly.
And the other principle,which inclinesus to recollectiontheyree_l
of our troubles and to lamentation,and can never have Sorrow;
troub_and
enough of them, we may call irrational, useless, and
cowardly?
Indeed,we may.
And does not the latter--I meanthe rebelliousprinciple-furnisha greatvarietyof materialsfor imitation? Whereas
thewiseand calmtemperament'beingalwaysnearlyequable,
is not easyto imitateor to appreciatewhenimitated,especially at a public festivalwhen a promiscuouscrowd is assembledin a theatre. For the feelingrepresentedis one to
whichtheyarestrangers.
Certainly.
605 Thenthe imitativepoetwho aimsat beingpopularis not
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of sympatky.

RXq_.ie by nature made,nor is his art intended,to pleaseor to affect
•
the rational principle in the soul; but he will prefer the
So_AT_,passionateand fitfultemper,whichis easilyimitated?
they
minis- Clearly.
t_rinan
And nowwemayfairlytake him and placehim by the side
inferior
mannerto of thepainter,forhe is likehim in twoways: first,inasmuch
aninfmoras his creationshave an inferiordegreeof truth--inthis, I
principle
the_ml. in say,he is like him; and he is also like him in beingconeernedwith an inferiorpartof the soul; and thereforewe
shall be rightin refusingto admithiminto a weU-ordered
State, becausehe awakensand nourishesand strengthens
the feelingsand impairsthe reason. As in a citywhenthe
evilarepermittedto haveauthorityandthegoodareputout
of theway,so in the soulof man,as we maintain,the imitativepoetimplantsan evil constitution,
forhe indulgesthe
irrationalnaturewhich has no discernmentof greaterand
less, but thinksthe same thing at one time great and at
anothersmall--he is a manufacturer
of imagesandis very
farremovedfromthe truth_.
Exactly.
But wehavenot yetbroughtforwardthe heaviestcountin
our accusation:--the powerwhich poetryhas of harming
eventhegood(andthereareveryfewwho arenotharmed),
is surelyan awfulthing?
Yes,certainly,if the effectis whatyousay.
How
can
Hear andjudge: The bestof us, as I conceive,whenwe
weberight
insympa- listen to a passageof Homer,or one of the tragedians,in
thizingwith
whichhe representssomepitifulherowho is drawlingout
the
sorrows
his sorrowsin a long oration,orweeping,and smitinghis
ofpoeuy
whenwe breast--thebest of us, you know,delight in givingwayto
wouldfain sympathy,andarein rapturesat the excellenceof the poet
restrain
those
of whostirsourfeelingsmost.
reallife?
Yes,of courseI know.
But whenanysorrowof our ownhappensto us, thenyou
mayobservethatwe prideourselvesontheoppositequality-we wouldfain be quietandpatient; this is the manlypart,
and the otherwhichdelightedus in the recitationis now
deemedto be the partof a woman.
Very true,he said.
Reading
e__a...
_o,r_.rL

Poeto' is allied go _

weaker side of kuman nature.
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Now can we be right in praisingand admiring another Re_X_.Zic
whois doingthat which anyone of uswouldabominateand
be ashamedof in hisownperson_•
soc_,_,
G_vcoN.
No, he said,thatis certainlynot reasonable.
_6 Nay, I said, quitereasonablefromone pointof view.
What pointof view?
If you consider,I said,thatwhen in misfortunewe feela Wefail to
naturalhungerand desireto relieveour sorrowby weepingobserve
that a senand lamentation,and that this feelingwhich is keptunder tim_ntal
controlin our own calamitiesis satisfiedanddelightedby creates
pitysoon
a
the poets;--the better nature ineach of us, not havingbeen realweaksufficientlytrainedbyreasonor habit,allowsthe sympatheticheSS.
elementto breakloosebecausethe sorrowis another's; and
the spectatorfanciesthat there can be no disgrace to himself in praising and pitying any one who comes telling
him what a good man he is, and makinga fuss abouthis
troubles; he thinks that the pleasure is a gain, and why
should he be superciliousand losethis and the poem too?
Few persons ever reflect, as I should imagine,that from
the evil of other men somethingof evil is communicated
to themselves. And so the feelingof sorrow which has
gatheredstrengthat the sight of the misfortunesof others
is with difficultyrepressedin our own.
Howvery true !
And doesnot the sameholdalso ofthe ridiculous? There Inlike
arejests whichyouwouldbe ashamedto makeyourself,and manner
the love of
yet on the comicstage,or indeedin private,whenyouhear comedy
them, you are greatly amused by them,and are not at all may
turn
man
into
disgusted at their unseemliness
;--the case of pity is re- abutroon.
peated;--there is a principlein human naturewhich is
disposed to raise a laugh, and this which you once
restrainedby reason,because you were afraid of being
thoughta buffoon,is now let out again; andhavingstimulated the risible facultyat the theatre,you are betrayed
unconsciouslyto yourself into playingthe comicpoet at
home.
Quitetrue,he said.
And the samemaybe said of lustand angerand all the
otheraffections,of desireandpainand pleasure,whichare
held to be inseparablefrom every action--inall of them
Y
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Relntblicpoetry feeds and waters the passions instead of drying
x.
them up; she lets them rule, althoughthey ought to be
soeL,_._,controlled,
if mankind are ever to increase in happiness
GL.*I.L'CO
N.
and virtue.
I cannotdenyit.
Weare
Therefore,Glaucon,I said,wheneveryou meet with any
loversofbut of the eulogistsof Homer declaringthat he has been the
Homer,
wemust educator of Hellas, and that he is profitablefor education
expel
him and for the orderingof human things,and that youshould
from
our
State. take him up again and again and get to know him and 6o7
regulate your whole life accordingto him, we may love
and honour those who say these things--theyare excellent
people,as far as their lights extend; and we are ready
to acknowledgethat Homer is the greatest of poets and
first of tragedy writers; but we must remain firmin our
convictionthat hymns to the gods and praises of famous
men are the only poetry which ought to be admitted into
our State. For if yougo beyondthis and allowthe honeyed
nmseto enter, either in epic or lyric verse,not lawand the
reason of mankind,which by commonconsent have ever
been deemed best,but pleasure and pain will be the rulers
in our State.
That is mosttrue,he said.
Apology
to And nowsincewehave reverted to the subjectof poetry,
thepoets, let this our defenceserve to show the reasonablenessof our
formerjudgment in sending away out of our State an art
havingthe tendencieswhichwe have described; for reason
constrainedus. But that she may not impute to us any
harshness or want of politeness,let us tell her that there
is an ancient quarrel betweenphilosophyand poetl-y; of
which there are many proofs,such as the sayingof' the
yelping hound howlingat her lord,' or of one 'might),in
the vain talkof fools,' and ' the mobof sageseireumventing
Zeus,'and the ' subtlethinkers who are beggarsafter all' ;
and there are innumerableother signs of ancient enmity
betweenthem. Notwithstandingthis,let us assureour sweet
friend and the sister arts of imitation,that if she will only
prove her title to exist in a well-orderedState we shall be
delighted to receive her--we are very consciousof her
charms; but we maynot on that accountbetray the truth.
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I dare say,Glaucon,that you are as much charmedby her Ret_ublic
as I am,especiallywhenshe appearsin Homer?
x.
Yes,indeed,I am greatlycharmed,
so_,
GLXL'CO_.
Shall
Ipropose,
then,
that
shebeallowed
toreturn
from
exile,
butuponthis
condition
only--that
shemakeadefence
ofherself
inlyrical
orsomeother
metre
?
Certainly.
Andwe mayfurther
grant
tothose
ofherdefenders
who
arelovers
ofpoetry
andyetnotpoets
thepermission
to
speak
inprose
onherbehalf:
let
themshow"
notonly
that
sheispleasant
butalso
useful
toStates
andtohumanlife,
andwewill
listen
inakindly
spirit
;for
ifthis
canbeproved
we shall
surely
bethegainers--I
mean,
ifthere
isa usein
poetry
aswell
asadelight
?
Certainly,
hesaid,
weshall
bethegainers.
If herdefence
fails,
then,
my dearfriend,
like
other
persons
whoareenamoured
ofsomething,
butputa restraint
uponthemselves
whenthey
think
their
desires
are
opposed
totheir
interests,
sotoomustweafter
themanner
oflovers
give
herup,though
notwithout
a struggle.
We Poetry
is
tooare inspired by that love of poetrywhichthe educationattractive
but not
608of nobleStateshas implantedin us,and thereforewe would true.
have her appearat her bestand truest ; butso long as she is
unableto makegoodher defence,this argumentof oursshall
be a charm to us, which we will repeat to ourselveswhile
we listen to her strains; that we maynot fall awayinto the
childishloveof herwhichcaptivatesthe many. At all events
we are well aware1that poetry being such as we have described is not to be regarded seriouslyas attainingto the
truth ; and he wholistensto her, fearingforthe safetyofthe
citywhichis withinhim,shouldbe on his guard againsther
seductionsand makeour wordshis law.
Yes,he said, I quiteagreewith you.
Yes, I said, my dear Glaucon,for great is the issue at
stake,greater than appears,whether a manis to be goodor
bad. And whatwillanyone be profitedif underthe influence
ofhonouror moneyor power,aye,or under the excitement
ofpoetry,he neglectjusticeand virt_ae
?
I Or,ifwe accept
Madvig's
ingenious
butunneccssar)"
emendation
_,rdp_Oa,
'Atall
events
wewill
sing,
that
'&c.
Y2
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The immortality of tke soul.

,CeaSe
Yes,he said; I have been convincedbythe argument,as
x.
I believethatanyone elsewouldhavebeen.
soever, Andyet no mentionhas beenmadeof the greatestprizes
andrewardswhichawaitvirtue.
What,arethereanygreaterstill? Ifthere are,theymust
be ofaninconceivable
greatness.
ThereWhy, I said,whatwas ever great in a short time? The
wards
of wholeperiodof three scoreyearsand ten is surelybuta little
virtue
extendnot thingin comparison
witheternity?
only
to
Say rather 'nothing,'he replied.
this
little
space
of
Andshouldan immortalbeingseriouslythinkofthis little
human
life spaceratherthanof thewhole
butto the
whole
of
Ofthe whole,certainly. But whydoyouask?
emten_. Areyou not aware,I said,that the soul ofman is immortal
and imperishable?
He looked at me in astonishment,and said: No, by
heaven: Andare youreallypreparedto maintainthis ?
Yes, I said, I ought to be, and you too--there is no
difficultyin provingit.
I see a great difficulty; but I should liketo hearyou state
this argumentof whichyoumakeso light.
Listenthen.
I am attending.
There is a thing which youcall good and another which
you callevil?
Yes,he replied.
Wouldyou agreewith me in thinkingthat the corrupting
and destroying element is the evil, and the saving and
improvingelementthe good.9
Yes.
6o9
EverythingAndyou admitthat everythinghasa goodand alsoan evil;
agoodas ophthalmiais the evilofthe eyesand diseaseof the whole
andanevil,
andifnot body; as mildewis of corn, and rot of timber, or rust of
destroyed
byits own copper and iron: in everything,or in almosteverything,
evil,win there is an inherenteviland disease?
notbe
Yes,he said.
dmmmye_l
thator
And anythingwhichis infectedby any of these evils is
smothnr, madeevil,andat lastwhollydissolvesanddies.9
True.
Theviceandevilwhichis inherentin eachis'thedestruction

Tt_e_roof of immortality.

325

of each; and if this does not destroythem there is nothing Re_XXb/ic
else that will; for good certahdy will not destroy them,
nor again,that whichis neithergoodnor evil
So_T_,
Certainlynot.
o_N.
If, then, we find any nature which havingthis inherent
corruptioncannot be dissolvedor destroyed,we may be
certainthat ofsuch a naturethere is no destruction?
That maybeassumed.
Well,I said,and is there no evilwhichcorruptsthe soul?
Yes,he said,there are all the evilswhichwewerejust now
passingin review: unrighteousness,intemperance,cowardice,
ignorance.
But doesany of these dissoh'eor destroyher ?--and here Therefore,
do not let us fall into the error of supposingthat the unjust ifcannot
the soul
and foolishman,when he is detected,perishesthrough his destroyed
owninjustice,whichis an evilof the soul. Takethe analogybynaomi
evil,she
of the body: The evil of the bodyis a diseasewhichwastes certainly
and reducesand annihilates the body; and all the things will
notbe
destroyed
of whichwe werejust now speaking cometo annihilationbyphysical
throughtheir owncorruptionattachingto them and inhering evil.
in themand so destroyingthem. Is not this true ?
Yes.
Considerthe soul in like manner. Does the injustice
or other evilwhichexistsin the soulwasteandconsumeher?
do they by attaching to the soul and inhering in her at
last bring her to death,and so separateher fromthe body?
Certainlynot.
Andyet, I said,it is unreasonableto supposethat anything
can perish from withoutthrough affectionof external evil
whichcould not be destroyedfromwithin by a corruptionof
its own?
It is, he replied.
Consider,I said,Glaucon,that even the badnessof food,
whether staleness,decomposition,or any other bad quality,
whenconfinedto the actual food,is not supposedto destroy
the body; although,if the badness of food communicates
corruptionto the body,then we should say that the body
6_ohas been destroyed by a corruption of itself,which is
disease, brought on by this; but that the body, being
one thing, can be destroyedby the badnessof food,which
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iS another, and which does not engender any natural inx.
fection--thisweshall absolutelydeny?
SOC_TES,Very true.
GLaUCO_
Evilmeans And,on the same principle,unless some bodilyevil can
theconta- producean evil of the soul,we must not supposethat the
gionofevil,
and
the evil $out_ which is one thing, can be dissolvedby any merely
ofthebodyexternalevilwhichbelongsto another?
does
Yes,he said, there is reasonin that.
infectnot
the
soul
Either, then, let us refute this conclusion,or, while it
remainsunrefuted,let us never say that fever,or any other
disease,or the knifeput to the throat,or even the cuttingup
of the whole bodyinto the minutestpieces,can destroythe
soul,until she herself is provedto becomemore unholyor
unrighteousin consequenceof these things being done to
the body; but that the soul,or anythingelse if not destroyed
by an internal evil,can be destroyed byan external one,is
not to be affirmedby any man.
And surely, he replied,no one will ever prove that the
soulsof menbecomemoreunjustin consequenceofdeath.
But if some one whowouldrather not admit the immortality of the soul boldlydeniesthis,and says that the dying
do really becomemore evil and unrighteous,then, if the
speaker is right,I supposethat injustice,like disease,must
be assumedto be fatalto the unjust,and that thosewhotake
this disorder die by the natural inherentpower of destruction which evil has, and which kills them sooner or later,
but in quite anotherway from that in which,at present,the
wickedreceivedeathat the hands of others as the penaltyof
their deeds?
Nay,he said,in that case injustice,if fatal to the unjust,
will not be so veryterrible to him,for he will be delivered
fromevil. But I rather suspectthe oppositeto be the truth,
and that injusticewhich,if it have the power,will murder
others,keepsthe murdereralive- aye,andweltawaketoo; so
far removedis her dwelling-place
frombeinga houseofdeath.
True, I said; if the inherent natural vice or evil of the
soulis unableto kill or destroyher, hardlywillthat whichis
appointedto be the destructionof some otherbody,destroy
a soulor anythingelseexceptthat ofwhichit wasappointed
to be the destruction.
Republic
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Yes,thatcanhardlybe.
_'epub_?
But the soulwhichcannotbe destroyedby an evil,whether x.
61tinherentor external,must exist for ever,and if existingfor soc_Trs,
G_uCoN,
ever,
mustbeimmortal
?
Certainly.
Thatistheconclusion,
Isaid
; and,
ifatrue
conclusion,
Ifthe
soul
thenthesouls
mustalways
be thesame,
forifnonebe is
indestructible,
destroyedthey will not diminishin number. Neither will thenumber
they increase,forthe increaseof the immortalnaturesmust neverinofsouts
can
come fromsomethingmortal,and all thingswouldthusend crease
or
in immortality,
diminish.
Verytrue.
Butthiswecannotbelieve--reasonwill not allowus--any
morethanwe canbelievethesoul,in hertruest nature,to be
fullofvarietyanddifferenceanddissimilarity.
Whatdo youmean? he said.
The soul,I said,being,as is nowproven,immortal,must
be the fairestof compositions
andcannotbecompounded
of
manyelements?
Certainlynot.
Her immortalityis demonstratedby the previousargument,Thesoul,
if
andthereare manyotherproofs"butto
seeher as shereally seen
sheisto
be
'
truly,
is, not as we now beholdher, marredby communion
with should
b_
thebodyandother miseries,you mustcontemplate
her with stripped
the acci- of
the eye of reason,in her originalpurity; and then her dents
of
beauty will be revealed,andjustice and injusticeand all earth.
thethingswhichwe havedescribedwill be manifestedmore
clearly. Thusfar,we havespokenthetruth concerningher
as she appearsat present,butwe must rememberalsothat
we have seen her only in a conditionwhichmay be comparedto that of the sea-godGlaucus,whoseoriginalimage
can hardlybe discernedbecausehis naturalmembersare
brokenoffandcrushedanddamaged
bythewavesin allsorts
ofways,andincrustationshavegrownover themof seaweed
and shells and stones,so that he is morelike somemonster
thanhe is to his own naturalform. And the soul whichwe
beholdis in a similarcondition,disfiguredby ten thousand
ills. But not there,Glaueon,not there mustwe look.
Where then?
At her loveofwisdom. Let us seewhomshe affects,and
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Re/_b/_ what societyand converseshe seeks in virtue of her near
"_= kindredwith the immortaland eternalanddivine; alsohow
s_.
GI._'¢.O_, differentshe wouldbecomeif whollyfollowingthis superior
Hertrue principle,andborneby a divineimpulseout of the oceanin
eom_rsa-whichshe nowis, anddisengagedfromthe stonesandshells
tiou
iswithand"thingsof earthandrockwhich inwildvarietyspringup
the
eternal.
aroundher becauseshe feedsuponearth,andis overgrown61z
bythegoodthingsof this life as theyare termed: thenyou
would see her as she is, and knowwhethershe haveone
shapeonlyormany,or whather natureis. Ofher affections
andof theformswhichshe takesin this presentlife I think
thatwe havenowsaidenough.
True, he replied.
HavingputAnd
thus,I said,we have fulfilledthe conditionsof the
aside for
argument's
argumenti; we havenot introduced
the rewardsandglories
sake the
of justice,which,as you were saying,are to be found in
rewards
HomerandHesiod; butjusticein her own naturehasbeen
_zirtue,
wof
e
maynow shownto be best forthe soul in her ownnature. Let a man
claimto
have
then, do what is just,whether he havethe ring of Gyges or not,
restored,and even if in additionto the ring ofGyges he put on the
helmetof Hades.
Very true.
And now, Glaucon,there will be no harm in further
enumeratinghowmanyand howgreatare the rewardswhich
justiceand the othervirtues procureto the soul fromgods
andmen, bothin life and afterdeath.
Certainlynot,he said.
Will you repayme,then,whatyouborrowedin the argument?
Whatdid I borrow?
The assumptionthat the just man should appear unjust
and the unjustjust : for you wereofopinionthat evenif the
truestate of the case could not possiblyescapethe eyes of
gods and men,still this admissionought to be madeforthe
sake of the argument,in order that pure justice mightbe
weighedagainstpure injustice. Doyou'remember?
I shouldbemuchto blameif ! had forgotten.
Then, as the cause is decided,I demand on behalfof
justice that the estimationin whichshe is held by gods and
* Reading kr,_.t_rdm_t.

'all tkings skall beaddedgoher' in this life,
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men and whichwe acknowledgeto be her due should now Re_x.llc
be restored to her by us1; since she has been shownto
confer reality,and not to deceivethose who truly possess soc_x_s,
GLAUCON.
her, letwhat has been taken fromher be givenback,that so
she maywinthatpalmof appearancewhichis hers also, and
whichshe givesto her own.
The demand,he said, is just.
In the first place,I said--andthis is the first thingwhich
you will have to give back--the nature bothof the just and
unjustis trulyknownto thegods.
Granted.
And if they are both known to them, one must be the Thejust
friendand theother the enemyof the gods,as we admittedman
friendisthe
of
fromthe beginning?
thegods.
True.
and all
things work
613 And the friend of the godsmay be supposedto receive together
for
from them all thingsat their best, exceptingonlysuch evil his good.
as is thenecessaryconsequenceofformersins?
Certainly.
Then this must be our notionof the just man,that even
when he is in povertyor sickness,or any other seeming
misfortune,all thingswill in the end worktogetherforgood
to him in lifeand death: for the gods havea care of any one
whose desire is to becomejust and to be likeGod,as far as
mancan attainthedivinelikeness,by the pursuitofvirtue?
Yes, he said; if he is like God he will surely not be
neglectedby him.
Andof theunjustmaynot the oppositebe supposed?
The unjust
is the opCertainly.
IX)site.
Such,then, are the palmsof victorywhich the gods give
the just ?
That is myconviction.
And whatdothey receiveofmen? Lookat things as they Hemaybe
reallyare, and youwill see that the cleverunjust are in the compared
to _ runlleF
case of runners,whorun wellfrom the starting-placeto the whoisonly
goalbut not hackagainfromthe goal: theygo offat a great goodattl_
pace, but in the end only look foolish,slinking awaywith start.
theirears dragglingon their shoulders,and withouta crown;
but the true runner comes to the finish and receives the
1Reading
"_v.
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and yet grealer rewards itt a life lo come.

R_ubtic prize and is erowned. And this is the waywiththe just ; he
X.
who endures to the end of everyaction and occasionof his
so_,T_,
_L_UCON. entire life has a good report and carriesoffthe prizewhich
men haveto bestow.
True.
Recapitu- And now you must allow me to repeat of the just the
lation
f blessingswhichyouwereattributingto the fortunateunjust.
things o
unfit
forearspo-I shall say of them,whatyouwere sayingof theothers,that
litewhieh
as they grow older, they becomerulers in their own city
had
beta
descrit_dif they care to be; they marrywhomthey like and give
by
Glaucon
in Book
II. in marriageto whomtheywill; allthatyou saidofthe others
I nowsayof these. And,on the otherhand,ofthe unjustI
say that the greater number,even thoughthey escape in
theiryouth,arefoundout at last andlook foolishat theend
oftheircourse,andwhentheycometo be old andmiserable
arefloutedalikebystrangerandcitizen; theyare beatenand
thencomethosethingsunfitforears polite,as youtrulyterm
them; theywillbe rackedandhavetheir eyesburhedout,as
you weresaying. AndyoumaysupposethatI haverepeated
the remainderof your tale of horrors. But will you let
me assume,withoutrecitingthem,thatthesethingsaretrue?
Certainlb;he said,whatyou sayis true.
These,then,are theprizesandrewardsandgiftswhichare614
bestoweduponthejust bygodsand menin thispresentlife,
in additionto the othergoodthingswhichjusticeof herself
provides.
Yes,he said; andthey are fairandlasting.
Andyet,I said,alltheseareas nothingeitherinnumberor
greatnessincomparisonwiththoseother recompenses
which
awaitbothjust andunjustafterdeath. Andyououghttohear
them,andthenbothjustandunjustwillhavereceivedfromus
a fullpabunent
ofthe debtwhichthe argumentowesto them.
Speak,he said; there arefewthingswhichI wouldmore
Thevlsion
ofEr.

Well, I said,I will tell you a tale; not one of the tales
whichOdysseustells to the hero Alcinous,yet this too is
a tale of a hero, Er the son of Armenius"a Pamphylian
bybirth. He wasslain in battle,and ten daysafterwards,
whenthe bodiesofthe deadwere takenup alreadyina state
of
corruption,his bodywas foundunaffectedby decay,and 1
gladlyhear.
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carriedawayhometo be buried. A]adon the twelfthday,as xe_._lic
he waslyingon the funeralpile,he returned to life and told X.
them what he had seen in the other world. He said that soc_r,_
whenhissoul leftthe bodyhe wenton a journeywith a great Theju_ecompany,and that they cameto a mysteriousplace at which ment.
there were two openingsin the earth; they were near together, and over against them were two other openingsin
the heaven above. In the intermediatespace there were
judgesseated,whocommandedthe just,aftertheyhad given
judgmenton them and had boundtheir sentencesin frontof
them,to ascendby the heavenlywayon the right hand; and
in likemannerthe unjustwerebiddenby themto descendby
the lowerway on the left hand; thesealsobore the symbols
of their deeds,but fastenedon their backs. He drew near, Thetwo
and theytold himthathe wasto bethe messengerwhowould openings
inheaven,
carrythe reportof theotherworldto men,andtheybadehim and
the
hearandsee all thatwas tobe heardandseenin thatplace,two
in
earth
Then he beheldandsawon one side the soulsdepartingat through
eitheropeningof heavenandearthwhen sentencehad been which
passed
givenon them; andat the two otheropeningsothersouls, those
who
someascendingoutof the earthdustyandwornwithtravel,were
eginningband
some descendingout of heaven clean and bright. And those
who
arrivingever and anonthey seemedto have comefrom a had
completed
their
long journey, and they wentforth with gladnessinto the pilgrimage.
meadow,wherethey encampedas at a festival;andthose Themeetwho knewone anotherembracedand conversed,the souls ingin
the
whichcamefrom earthcuriouslyenquiringaboutthe things meadow.
above,and the souls which came fromheaven aboutthe
things beneath. And they told one anotherof what had
happenedbythe way,thosefrombelowweepingandsorrow615ing at the remembrance
of the thingswhich they had enduredandseen in their journeybeneaththe earth(nowthe
journeylasteda thousandyears),while those from above
were describingheavenlydelightsand visionsof inconceivable beauty. The story, Glaucon,wouldtake too long to
tell; but the sumwas this:--He saidthat forevery wrongThe
whichtheyhaddoneto anyonetheysufferedtenfold'• oronce merit
punishtenin a hundredyears--suchbeingreckonedtobe the lengthof foldthe
man'slife,andthepenaltybeingthuspaidtentimesin athou- sin.
sand years. If, forexample,therewere anywho had been
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leetn_llc
the causeofmanydeaths,or had betrayedor enslavedcities
x.
or armies,or been guiltyofany other evilbehaviour,for each
so_aT_, and all of their offencestheyreceivedpunishmentten times
over,and the rewardsofbeneficenceandjusticeand holiness
'tSnt,ap- were in the same proportion. I need hardly repeat what
tiedin- he said concerningyoung children dying almost as soon
rants.*
as theywereborn. Ofpietyand impietyto godsand parents,
and of murderers1,there were retributionsother and greater
far whichhe described. He mentionedthat he was present
when one of the spirits askedanother, ' Where is Ardiaeus
Ardiaeusthe Great?' (Now this Ardiaeus lived a thousand years
thetyrant,beforethe time of Er: he had beenthe tyrantofsomecityof
Pamphylia,and had murderedhis aged fatherand his elder
brother,and was saidto have committedmanyother abominablecrimes.) The answerofthe other spiritwas: ' He comes
not hitherand willnever come. And this,'said he, 'was one
of the dreadful sights which we ourselveswitnessed. We
were at the mouth of the cavern,and,havingcompletedall
our experiences,were about to reascend,whenof a sudden
Ardiaeusappeared and several others,most of whomwere
tyrants; and therewere also besidesthe tyrantsprivate individualswho had been great criminals: theywere just, as
theyfancied,about to return into the upper world,but the
mouth,instead of admittingthem, gave a roar, whenever
Incttrableany of these incurable sinners or some one who had not
sinners, been sufficientlypunishedtried to ascend; and then wild
men of fiery aspect, who were standing by and heard the
sound,seized and carried themoff; and Ardiaeusand others 6x6
they boundhead and foot and hand, and threwthem down
and flayedthemwithscourges,and dragged them alongthe
road at the side, cardingthem on thorns likewool,and dedaring to the passers-bywhatwere their crimes,and that_
they were being taken away to be cast into hell.' And of
all the man3, terrors which they had endured,he said that
there was none likethe terror whicheachof themfeltat that
moment,lesttheyshouldhearthe voice; and whenthere was
silence,one by onetheyascendedwithexceedingjoy. These,
said Er,werethe penaltiesandretributions,
andtherewere
blessingsas great.
I Reading
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Now when the spirits which were in the meadowhad Rx_. "
tarried seven days, on the eighth they were obliged to
proceedon their journey, and, on the fourth day after,he so_hr_
said that they came to a placewhere they could see from
abovea line of light,straight as a column,extendingright
throughthe wholeheaven and throughthe earth,in colour
resemblingthe rainbow,only brighterand purer; another
day's journeybrought them to the place,and there,in the
midstof the light, theysawthe endsof the chainsof heaven
let down from above: for this light is the belt of heaven,
and holdstogetherthe circleof the universe,like the undergirdersofa trireme. Fromtheseendsis extendedthe spindle
of Necessity,on whichall the revolutionsturn. The shaft
and hook of this spindleare made of steel,and the whorl
is made partly of steel and also partly of other materials.
Nowthe whorlis in formlikethe whorlused on earth; and Thewhofts
the descriptionof it impliedthat there is one large hollow representingthe
whorlwhichisquitescoopedout,andintothisis fittedanother spheres
of
lesserone,and another,andanother,and four others,making theheaveneightin all,likevesselswhichfit intoone another; the whorls lybodies.
showtheir edges on the upperside,and on their lowerside
all togetherformone continuouswhorl. This is piercedby
the spindle,whichis drivenhome through the centreof the
eighth. The firstand outermostwhorlhas the rim broadest,
and the seven inner whorlsare narrower,in the following
proportions--thesixth is next to the first in size,the fourth
next to the sixth; then comes the eighth; the seventh is
fiRh,the fifth is sixth,the third is seventh,last and eighth
comesthe second. The largest [or fixedstars] is spangled,
and the seventh[or sun]is brightest; the eighth [or moon]
617colouredby the reflectedlight of the seventh; the second
and fifth[Saturnand Mercury]are in colourlikeoneanother,
and yellowerthan the preceding; the third [Venus]has the
whitest light; the fourth [Mars] is reddish; the sixth
IJupiter]is in whiteness second. Now the whole spindle
has the same motion; but, as the whole revolves in one
direction,the seven inner circlesmove slowlyin the other,
and ofthesethe swiftestis the eighth; next in swiRnessare
the seventh,sixth,and fifth,which movetogether; third in
swiftnessappeared to move according to the law of this
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reversedmotionthefourth; the third appearedfourthand the
secondfifth. The spindle turns on the knees of Necessity;
and on the uppersurfaceof each circle is a siren,whogoes
roundwith them,hymninga singletone or note. The eight
together form one harmony; and round about, at equal
intervals, there is another band, three in number, each
sitting upon her throne: these are the Fates, daughters
of Necessity, who are clothed in white robes and have
chapletsupon their heads,Lachesisand Clothoand Atropos,
whoaccompanywith their voicesthe harmonyof the sirens
--Lachesis singingofthe past,Clothoof the present,Atropos
of the future; Ctotho from time to time assistingwith a
touch of her right hand the revolutionof the outer circle
of the whorl or spindle,and Atropos with her left hand
touchingand guidingthe inner ones, and Laehesislaying
hold of either in turn, first with one hand and then with
the other.
When Er and the spirits arrived,their duty was to go at
onceto Lachesis; but first of all there camea prophetwho
arranged them in order; then ho took from the knees of
Lachesis lots and samplesof lives, and havingmounted a
Thepro- high pulpit,spoke as follows: ' Hear the word of Lachesis,
clamation
ofthefree the daughterof Necessity. Mortalsouls,beholda new cycle
choice, oflife andmortality.Your geniuswillnot be allottedto you,
butyouwill chooseyour genius; and let him whodrawsthe
first lothave the first choice,and the life whichhe chooses
shall be his destiny. Virtue is free,and as a manhonours
or dishonoursher he will have more or less of her; the
responsibilityis with the chooser--Godis justified.' When
the Interpreterhad thusspokenhe scatteredlotsindifferently
amongthem all,and each of them took up the lot whichfell
near him,all but Er himself(hewas not allowed),and each618
as he took his lot perceived the number which he had
obtained. Then the Interpreter placedon the groundbefore
them the samples of lives; and there were manymore lives
than the souls present, and they were of all sorts. There
were lives of every animaland of man in every condition.
Andthere were tyranniesamongthem,somelastingout the
tyrant's life,others whichbroke offin the middle and came
to an end in povertyand exile and beggary; and there were
Republic
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lives of famousmen,somewhowere famousfor their form Republic
and beautyas wellas fortheir strengthand successin games, "_"
or, again,for their birth and the qualitiesof their ancestors; so_Ar_s.
and somewhowere the reverse of famousfor the opposite
qualities. And ofwomenlikewise; therewas not, however,
any definite character in them, becausethe soul, when
choosing a new life, must of necessitybecome different.
But there was every other quality,and they all mingled
with one another, and also with elements of wealth and
poverty, and disease and health; and there were mean
states also. And here, my dear Glaucon,is the supreme
peril of our human state; and therefore the utmostcare
should betaken. Let each one of us leaveever3,other kind The tomof knowledgeand seek and followone thing only,if per- eireumplexity
of
adventure he maybe able to learn and mayfindsome one stances,
whowillmake him able to learn and discernbetweengood
and evil,and so to choosealwaysand everywherethe better
life as he has opportunity. He should considerthe bearing
of all thesethings whichhave been mentionedseverallyand
collectivelyupon virtue; he should know what the effectandtheir
relationto
of beauty is when combinedwith poverty or wealth in a thehuman
particular soul, and what are the good and evil conse-soul.
quences of noble and humble birth, of private and public
station,of strengthand weakness,ofclevernessand dullness,
and ofall the natural and acquiredgifts of the soul,and the
operationof them when conjoined; he will then lookat the
nature of the soul, and from the considerationof all these
qualitieshe willbe able to determinewhichis the betterand
whichis the worse; and so he willchoose,givingthe name
of evilto the lifewhichwill makehis soul moreunjust,and
good to the lifewhichwill makehis soul morejust ; all else
he will disregard. For we have seen and knowthat this is
619the best choiceboth in life and after death. A man must
take with him into the world belowan adamantinefaith in
truth and right, that there too he may be undazzledby the
desireof wealthor the other allurementsof evil,lest,coming
upon tyrannies and similar villanies,he do irremediable
wrongsto others and sufferyet worsehimself; but let him
know how to choosethe mean and avoid the extremeson
either side, as far as possible,not only in this life but
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And accordingto the report of the messengerfrom the
otherworldthis waswhat the prophetsaidat the time: 'Even
for the last comer, if he chooseswiselyand will livediligently, there is appointed a happy and not undesirable
existence. Let not him who choosesfirst be careless,and
let not the lastdespair.' Andwhen he had spoken,he who
had the firstchoicecameforwardand in a momentchosethe
greatest tyranny; his mind havingbeen darkened by folly
and sensuality,he had not thought out the whole matter
beforehe chose,and did not at first sight perceivethat he
was fated, amongother evils,to devour his own children.
But when he had time to reflect,and saw whatwas in the
lot, he beganto beat his breast and lamentover his choice,
forgettingthe proclamationof the prophet; for, insteadof
throwingthe blameofhis misfortuneon himself,he accused
chance and the gods, and everythingrather than himself.
Habit
not Nowhe was one of thosewho came from heaven,and in a
enough
formerlife had dwelt in a well-orderedState,but his virtue
without
phnosophy
wasa matter ofhabit only,and he had no philosophy. And
wheneircums_Rcesit was true of others whowere similarlyovertaken,that the
change, greater numberof them came from heaven and therefore
theyhad never been schooledby trial, whereasthe pilgrims
whocame from earth havingthemselvessufferedand seen
others sufferwere not in a hurryto choose. And owingto
this inexperienceof theirs, and also becausethe lot was a
chance,manyof the souls exchangeda good destinyfor an
evil or an evilfor a good. For if a man had alwayson his
arrivalin this worlddedicatedhimselffromthe firstto sound
philosophy,and hadbeen moderatelyfortunatein the number
of the lot, he might,as the messengerreported,be happy
here, and alsohis journeyto another life and return to this,
insteadof being rough and underground,would be smooth
Thespeetaand heavenly. Most curious,he said, was the spectacle-de ofthe sad and laughableand strange; for the choiceof the souls
dcction.
was in most cases based on their experienceof a previous6zo
life. There he saw the soulwhich had once been Orpheus
choosing the life of a swan out of enmity to the race of
women,hating to be born of a womanbecause they had
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been his murderers; he beheld also the soul of Thamyras Re_tklit
choosingthe lifeof a nightingale; birds,on the other hand, X.
likethe swanand othermusicians,wantingto be men. The .soc_,T_
soul whichobtainedthe twentieth1lot chosethe lifeofa lion,
and this was the soul ofAjaxthe sonofTelamon,wbowould
not be a man,rememberingthe injusticewhichwas donehim
in the judgmentaboutthe arms. The nextwas Agamemnon,
who took the life of an eagle,because,likeAjax, he hated
humannatureby reasonof his sufferings. Aboutthe middle
came the lot of Atalanta; she, seeingthe great fameof an
athlete,was unable to resist the temptation: and after her
there followedthe soulofEpeusthe sonofPanopeuspassing
intothe natureof a womancunningin the arts ; and far away
amongthelastwhochose,the soul ofthe jesterThersiteswas
puttingon the formof a monkey. There came alsothe soul
ofOdysseushavingyet to makea ehoiee,andhislothappened
to be the last of them all. Nowthe recollectionof former
toils had disenchantedhim of ambition,and hewent about
fora eonsiderabletime in searchof the llfeofa private man
who had no cares; he had some difficultyin findingthis,
whichwas lyingaboutand had been neglectedbyeverybody
else ; and when he sawit, he said that he wouldhave done
the same had his lot been first insteadof last, and that he
was delightedto have it. And not onlydid men pass into
animals,but I must also mentionthat there were animals
tame and wildwhochanged intoone another and into corresponding humannatures--the good into the gentle and
theevilintothe savage,in all sorts ofcombinations.
Allthe soulshad nowchosentheir lives,and theywentin
the order of theirchoiceto Lachesis,whosentwiththemthe
geniuswhomthey had severallychosen,to be the guardian
of their lives and the fulfillerofthe choice: this geniusled
the soulsfirstto Clotho,and drewthemwithinthe revolution
of the spindle impelled by her hand, thus ratifying the
destinyof each; and then, whentheywere fastenedto this,
carried them to Atropos,who spun the threadsand made
62tthemirreversible,whencewithoutturning roundtheypassed
beneaththe throne of Necessity; and when they had all
passed,theymarchedon in a scorchingheat to the plainof
VOL.I11,
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"W/tat sort of persons ougkt we tO 6e/'
Forgetfulness,which wasa barrenwaste destituteof trees
and verdure; and then towardseveningthey encamped
by the riverof Unmindfulness,
whosewaterno vessel can
hold; of this they were all obliged to drinka certain
quantity,andthose who were notsaved by wisdomdrank
morethanwas necessary;and eachone as he drankforgot
all things. Now afterthey had gone to rest, aboutthe
middleof the night there was a thunder_ormand earthquake,andthen in an instanttheywere drivenupwardsin
all mannerofwtys to theirbirth,llke stars shooting. He •
himselfwashinderedfromdrinkingthewater. But in what
manneror bywhatmeanshe returnedtothe bodyhe could
not say; only,in the morning,awakingsuddenly,he found
himselflyingonthe pyre.
Andthus, Glaucon,the tale has been saved andhas not
perished,and will saveus if we are obedientto the word
spoken; andwe shall passsafelyover the riverof Forgetfulnessand our soul will not be defiled. Whereforemy
counselis,thatwe hold fastever to the heavenlywayand
followafterjustice and virtuealways,consideringthatthe
soulis immortaland ableto endureeverysortof good and
everysortof evil. Thus shallwe livedearto one another
andto the gods,bothwhileremaininghere andwhen,like
conquerorsin the gameswho go roundto gathergifts,we
receiveour reward. And it shall be well withus bothin
this life andin the pilgrimageof a thousandyearswhich
wehavebeendescribing.

