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“This is a clear statement for men, and a guidance and an admonition to those who guard themselves 
(against evil).” Ale Imran: 138

Bi-weekly  news-letter; concerned with Islamic religious knowledge and culture. 
It  is published by Al-Mustafa Islamic College, Kampala-Uganda.

The Ten Days OF MUHARRAM Commence
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The Muslim world has 
entered the period of  
sorrow to relive the events 
of  Muhammad’s Islam 
salvation, but also ponder 
on a great Shame that has 
darkened the pages of  
Muslim History, that will 
keep on hovering over the 
fidgeting attempts of  the 
apologists of  those who 
perpetrated it.
Retrospectively and as 
a prophet, Muhammad 
the messenger of  
Allah(s.a.w.w) foretold 
about the incidents that 
would befall all his God-
chosen successors; from 
the infallible category of  
Ale- Muhammad (a.s) 
Therefore, close to his 
own death in an intricate 
conspiracy, the master 
of  the messengers 
Muhammad (s.a.w.w) told 

the two mature infallibles; 
Imam Ali (a.s) and Fatima (a.s) 
about their
ordeals and those of  the 
subsequent Imams inline of  
their children, up to Imam 
Muhammad al Mahdi; the 
world’s longest living victim 
of  injustice; kept in occultation 
for a dozen centuries.
One time while the prophet 
was sitting in Umm-Salima’s 
residence, Jibril (a.s) visited 
him, and while the prophet 
caressed Hussein (a.s); his 
grandchild with his beloved 
Khadijah, Jibril informed him 
that the child he loved so much 
was to be murdered; and sadly 
by a group of  people in his 
Ummah. 
The prophet grieved for 
Hussein who would be 
murdered to take the physical 
revenge on the late prophet 
whom, as some

Muslims thought, 
Muhammad had committed 
sins by killing their 
“claimed innocent” 
grandfathers on the battles 
of  Badr, Uhud, Quraidha, 
Khandaq, Khaibari, Mecca, 
Hunain, etc, as they tried 
to fight and kill him on 
those battles.
He uncovered to him their 
sinister motives for the 
action, on one hand, and 
the far-reaching positive 
effects of  the incident, on 
the other. In a nutshell, and 
if  Islam was to survive, the 
ultimate sacrifice would 
inevitably be Imam Hussein 
(a.s). For that reason, the 
prophet could be heard 
saying (Hussein is from 
me, and am from Hussein) 
continue...on page 3

Islamic Education
Importance of   Knowledge
 Islam attaches so much 
importance to knowledge 
that it considers its 
acquisition to be among the 
superior acts of  a Muslim. 
The first revelation that 
dawned upon Prophet 
Mohammad (SAWA) started 
with the word “Iqra”, which 
means “read” God repeats 
the word “read” in the third 
Ayah of  the same surah then 
says that He the Almighty 
has taught mankind; taught 
what mankind knew not. 
God then focuses on the 

importance of  the pen in 
the acquisition and spread 
of  knowledge. Thus it is 
knowledge that opens up 
the path of  prosperity and 
perfection for mankind, and 
with knowledge a person 
becomes capable of  charting 
out his course for a better 
future, as per his inclinations. 
Prophet Mohammad (SAWA) 
always encouraged Muslims 
to acquire knowledge as is 
clear by his famous statement:
Seek knowledge from 
the cradle to the grave”. 
Following the capture 

of several prisoners by 
Muslims in the victory 
they achieved in the Battle 
of Badr that was imposed 
by the Arab infidels of 
Mecca, the Messenger of 
Mercy said any captive 
who can teach reading 
and writing to at least 
10 persons will be freed 
without any ransom. This 
is a clear testimony to 
the special attention of 
Islam and the Prophet to 
knowledge and literacy

IN THE FOCUS OF 
WISDOM

Imam Jafar as Sadiq (as) 
narrated:

“Jesus Christ (as) said, 
‘Guard your tongue in 
order to develop your 
heart, and make your 
abode be enough for you. 
Beware of  showing off  
and of  having excess 
provision. Be modest 
before your Lord and weep 
for your errors. Flee from 
people as you flee from the 
lion and the viper. They 
were a medicine and 
now they have become a 
disease. Then meet Allah 
wherever you will.’”

Lantern of  the Path, ch 
45
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MESSAGE FROM THE 
EDITORIAL TEAM Ali Asghar

Muharram observations Your Questions  
Answered

Q. What do we understand 
from prophet’s Hadith

 “One who dies without 
recongising the Iman 
of the Age (leader of 
the world  seen and 
unseen) Dies the death of 
jahiliyaah (Ignorance)

Ans. What we come to know 
from this Hadith is that 
any one who believes in 
Allah, Tawheed, Nbuwah 
(Prophet hood), Qiyaamat 
and does not recognise 
the Iman of his time, he 
will dies as a jahilliyah, 
jahilliya is the period when 
the people had no faith in 
Allah, prophet, Quran and 
qiyanat, so it is important 
to recognise the Iman 
of Age, otherwise  the 
Prayer, Hajji Zakat, Khums  
Fasting and whatever the  
good deeds we offered 
from so many years will 
be of no use. 

Some Lessons from Kerbala      
 
1.  Importance of Amr Bil Maroof (Enjoining Good) and Nahi Anil Munkar 

(Forbidding Evil)
 The event teaches us; not to waiver from the right path & not to panic while 

discharging obligations. One has to have conviction on the hereafter & 
focus ones mind on permanent consequences in the hereafter.

 This has to be done irrespective of how big or strong the enemy is & 
irrespective of the consequences, but with the knowledge of what Shariat 
requires us to do under those circumstances.

 One should never give up, for eg. despite strength of Media or other 
social widespread ills, we need to continue to believe that we can 
overcome & continue to fight ,rather than give up saying ,that the enemy 
is strong & we cannot achieve anything by ourselves. One can at least 
begin with ones own family & then the surrounding environment. Know & 
Discharge YOUR duties with whatever is in your capacity as that’s what 
WE are accountable for & leave the results to Allah (swt)

 
2.  Selection of spouse & Islamic upbringing of children
 This is seen from 2 events . First Imam Ali (as)    chooses lady Ummul 

Banin as wife ,for a progeny like Hazrat Abbas(as) & secondly when 
Imam addresses the Yazidi troops telling them that its the fault of their 
forefathers & upbringing  which has made them fight against him.

Who was Al-Abbas
He was the son of  Ali ibn Abi 
Talib and Fatimah bint Hizam 
(commonly known as: Ummul 
Banin - Mother of  the Sons). 
He was known as the greatest 
warrior in Arabia and mirrored 
the strength of  his father, Ali 
ibn Abi Talib
In early childhood Abbas (as.) 
would follow Imam Hussain 
(a.s.) like a shadow. If  Imam 
Hussain (a.s.) looked thirsty, 
Abbas (a.s.) would rush to bring 
him water. If  Imam Hussain 
(a.s.) seemed hot, Abbas (a.s.) 
would fan him with the hem of  
his cloak.

Who was Ali al-Asghar
He was the youngest son of  
Imam Hussain and Rubab (the 
daughter of  the chief  of  the 
Kinda Imra al-Qays tribe)
He is honoured by all muslims 
as being the youngest martyr 
(6 months old) at the battlefield 
of  Karbala.
Abdullah “Ali al-Asghar” 
(“Youngest Ali”) ibn Hussain 
was born in Medina, and 
was one of  the three sons of  
Hussain. The other two were 
Imam Zain ul-Abideen, and 
Ali Akbar ibn Hussain, who 
Yazid’s forces also killed in the 
Battle of  Karbala. His sister 
was Sakinah bint Hussain.

Who was Ali al-Akbar
He was the son of  Imam 
Hussain and Umm Layla 
bint Maymoona ibn Abu 
Sufyan 
He was raised by his 
aunty Zainab bint Ali, 
and had two brothers 
named Ali Asghar ibn 
Hussain and Ali Zayn 
al-Abidin (our fourth 
Imam)
In early childhood, Ali 
Akbar was taught by his 
uncle Abbas (AS) the art 
of  fencing and archery.
Ali al-Akbar so much 
resembled Muhammad 
that Hussain ibn Ali 
often said ‘whenever I 
remember my maternal 
grandfather I look at 
Akbar’.

Al-Abbas
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I m a m 
Ali ibn Abu Talib (peace be 

upon him) was the personification (or reverse 
personification) of  the scales of  justice. Imam Ali said that 

it is not enough that you call me the commander of  the faithful 
and I do not know how the people are living. He used to worry about 

whether the people in the remote desert were hungry because he was in 
charge. How many of  our current leaders are like this? Leaders of  great 
nations will hold lavish dinners for other leaders but not lose sleep over 

the poor and hungry of  their own nation. In regards to the scales of  
justice, there are three points to keep in mind: 1) do the right thing 

without any tiredness (meaning, if  you see something 
right, go after it. You must have a clear vision 

on what is right .

From page 1 
The Prophet took into 
consideration all branches 
of  knowledge, as he 
encouraged his companions 
to learn other languages, 
such as Syriac which was 
widely spoken in the Levant 
in those days

Our Library  Book review:  
Treatise On Rights (Risalat al-Huquq)
Imam Zayn al-’Abidin’s `Treatise on 
Rights’ is the only work attributed to him 
other than supplications or relatively short 
sayings and letters. The ̀ Treatise on Rights’ 
elaborates on a well-known saying of  the 
Prophet, which has been transmitted in a 
rather large number of  versions, because he 
repeated it in many different contexts.

Translator’s Introduction
Imam Zayn al-’Abidin’s `Treatise on 
Rights’ is the only work attributed to him 
other than supplications or relatively short 
sayings and letters. The fact that it was 
a written document from the first may 
support the suggestion that at least some 
of  the supplications were originally written 
compositions.
The `Treatise on Rights’ elaborates on a 
well-known saying of  the Prophet, which 
has been transmitted in a rather large 
number of  versions, no doubt because he 
repeated it in many different contexts. A 
typical version can be rendered as follows: 
`Surely your Lord has a right against you, 
your self  has a right against you, and your 
wife has a right against you.’

Quranic Science 
What is Quran?
Definition of  the Qur’an: The 
Qur’an is technically defined 
as ‘Allah’s words revealed to 
Muhammad (PBUH) in the 
Arabic language, transmitted 
to us in continuity, written in 
the mas’haf, whose recitation is 
worship,  commencing with surat 
al fatihat and ends with surat al 
nas (‘kalaam al llaah al munazzal 
ala sayyidina Muhammad (SAW) 
bi al lafdh al ‘arabi al manquul 
ilaina bi al tawaatir al maktuub 
bi al masahif  al muta’abbadu bi 
tilaawatihi al mu’ujiz bi aqsar surat 
minhu al mabdu bi surat al fatihat 
al makhtuum bi surat al naas).

Practical guide: 
According to Muhammad 
Iqbal the Qur’an is a 
book that emphasizes 
deed rather than idea.  
The Qur’an is a practical 
work-plan and a guide for 
the family and the society. 
Each verse has practical 
implications. Verses on 
historical events are in the 
Qur’an for the instruction 
of  the living and not 
just providing historical 
information. Verses of  
legal rulings (ayat al 
ahkam) regulate the daily 
lives of  individuals and 
communities. Many verses 
deal with the universe 
(ayat kawniyyat) and are a 

PRAYER OF THE FIRST 
DAY OF EACH MONTH

This prayer consists of  two 
rakats in both rakat after Al-
Fatiha chapter 112 should 
be recited thirty times. 
After the prayer something 
should be given in charity. 
This will be considered as 
if  buying ones safety for the 
whole month.
Also these verse should 
be recited after the 
prayer(11:6,6:17,10:107).
One is allowed to pray the 
prayer at anytime during 
the first day of  the month

basis for developments in 
science and technology. 
Other verses are for moral 
guidance or teaching the 
upright aqidat.
 
Rational Approach (al 
istidlaal al aqli): The 
Qur’an uses rational 
approaches that are 
akin to scientific 
enquiry. Examples 
of  the Qur’an and 
rationalism are: similarity 
(tashabuhu & imtithaal), 
specialization (tajzi’at), 
generalization followed 
by particularization 
(ta’amiim & takhsiis), 
definition (ta’areef), 
apposition (muqabalat), 

examples and similitudes 
(amthaal), stories (qisas), 
argument and debate 
(jadal & munadharat), and 
induction (istiqra)
The miraculous nature 
of  the Qur’an (i’jaz an 
Qur’an): The Qur’an is an 
intellectual, scientific and 
linguistic miracle. Deep 
study reveals to an open 
and incisive mind that 
this is not a product of  
the human mind. It defies 
and challenges human 
intellect. The Qur’an will 
continue as a standing 
miracle and challenge 
down the centuries to the 
last day. 
Continue to the next issue

Quranic Science 
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Biography of Imam Hussein 
(as)

Name: Hussein 
Title: Sayyed Al-Shuhada 

Byname: Aba Abdillah 
Father’s name: Ali ibn Abitaleb(A.S) 

Mother’s name: Fatima bint 
Mohammad(S.A.w.w) 

Place of  birth: Madina (Hijaz)
Arabia 

Date of  birth: 3rd Sha’baan 4 A.H 
Date of  Assuming Imamat: 50A.H 

Period of  Imamat: 11 years 
Companions: 72 companions 

martyred in Karbala. 
18 companions were from his family

Imam Hussein (as) 
In World  History Perspective  

Imam Husain (A.S) is an eternal 

hero in the history of  the world. 

Thousands of  books have been written 

about him in the past by authors from 

different religions and countries. Poets 

have also written eulogies about his 

martyrdom as well as poems praising 

excellence of  character of  Imam 

Husain (A.S) The Almighty God has 

denounced Banu Umayyah in the holy 

Quran as the cursed tree (Shajarat al 

Mal’oona), (S17: 60) so also did the holy 

messenger (S.A) on many occasions. 

The tragedy of  Imam Husain (A.S) in 

Karbala is remembered & mourned to 

this day as if  he is martyred recently. 

He is an excellent model for all people 

who like to attain perfection as human 

beings.

12 Sayings of Imam Hussein 
(A.S) to Illuminate Your Mind 

1.     Wisdom never attains perfection except 
by following the truth (obeying 
the commandments of  God). 

2.  One who loves you prevents you from 
all evils, while your enemy persuades 
you to commit wrong and evil. 

3.  Act in this world like a person 
who knows that he will definitely 
be rewarded for good deeds and 
punished for sin and crimes. 

4.  One who annoys God to please 
people, God leaves him to the people. 

5.  Some people worship God coveting 
his rewards. This is worship of  
merchants Some people worship 
God, fearing His punishments. 
This is worship of  slaves. Some 
people worship God, thanking 
His blessings. This is worship 
of  the free superior persons. 

6. a) They asked Imam Husain 
(A.S): What is poverty? He 
replied1.Avarice 2.Despair 
b) They asked: What is richness? 
He replied: To be happy with what 
suffices you and to have few desires. 

7. One who accepts your gift has really 
helped you in attaining generosity. 

8. One who removes troubles from a 
believer, God expels troubles from 
him in this 

 World and in the Hereafter. 

9.    Do not seek help from any person except 
one who is religious, or generous 
or of  noble descent (parentage) 

10. One who is generous may attain 
greatness and he who is a miser 
becomes miserable and contemptible. 

11. The most generous person is one 
who helps the despondent, who does 
not expect any help from others. 

12. Compete for virtuous deeds and 
hasten to seize opportunities for 
good deeds by the forelock

Your supplication
From this verse and the following 
traditions, we have obtained these 
points below regarding salawat:
1. Salawat is a verbal gesture of  
respect, but what is more important 
is the practical obedience required 
as is indicated by the phrase, 
“sallimu taslima”.
2. The salawat of  God and the 
angels is permanent—“yusallun” in 
the present perfect tense.
3. The salawat of  God is nobility 
{kiramah}; the salawat of  the 
angels is mercy {rahmah}; and the 
salawat of  the people is supplication 
{du‘a’}.
4. It is recorded in the traditions: 
“In addressing Hadrat Musa (‘a), 
God said, ‘Send salawat upon 
Muhammad and his progeny as I 
and the angels do send salawat upon 
him’.”
5. The Messenger of  Allah (S) said: 
“To remember God is a form of  
worship and to remember me is also 
a form of  worship, and the same is 
true with respect to my successor 
‘Ali ibn Abi Talib.”
6. It is recorded in the traditions: 
“For the acceptance of  your 
supplication, send salawat first 
before supplicating.” Not only the 
sending of  salawat upon hearing 
the name of  the Prophet (S) but also 
writing it after his name has reward. 
The Prophet (S) said: “The angels 
are praying for the forgiveness of  
anyone who would send salawat to 
me in his book so long as my name 
exists in that book.”
The manner of  sending salawat
In the main books of  the Ahl 
as-Sunnah, it is narrated that at 
the time of  sending salawat, the 
progeny of  Muhammad (S) should 
definitely be mentioned along with 
his name otherwise one’s salawat is 
incomplete {abtar} and defective.
In the Tafsir Durr al-Manthur, it is 
narrated from the Sahih al-Bukhari, 
Sahih Muslim, Sunan Tirmidhi, 
Sunan Nisa’i, Sunan Abu Dawud, 
and Sunan Ibn Majah, which are 
among the most important Sunni 
books, that someone asked the 
Prophet (S): “We know how to 
greet you {salam}, but how should 
we send blessings to you?” The 
Prophet (S) said: “You say,


