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Start by going to the Library’s Home Page:
www.library.calu.edu



Look under “Finding Information” for “Find Resources by Subject” 

To find journal articles…
Click on 

“Find Resources by Subject”



Select “Social Work” in the “Academic Areas” box

Scroll down and click on:
“Social Work”



This is the “Find Articles” section of our Social Work Guide. 

Click on
SocINDEX with Full Text



IF you are OFF-Campus, you will see this login screen.  
If you are ON-campus, you will skip this screen. 

Login using 
EITHER the left 

OR the right box 
(just use one)

Use your 
CalCard number (16 digits) 
and Last Name in this box

OR…

…Select Cal U, then enter 
your Username and the 

Password you use for 
your Cal U email

Note: Your username is the first part 
of your Cal U email address (abc1234).

Do not include the @calu part.



Welcome to “SocINDEX with Full Text”



Understanding the Advanced Search Screen

You can do a simple--or a 
complicated--search.

For a simple search, enter 
your words in this box and 

click on “Search.”

By default, you are searching deep within 
the full text of articles to find your words.  

This can be both good (finds obscure things) 
and bad (finds obscure things!).

By default, your search will 
require that all of your 

words occur in each result.

TIP: To search for a phrase, 
put it in quotation marks:

“domestic violence”
Note: You can change these default settings.



Let’s do a search on the topic: 
“The impact of domestic violence on children.”  Here’s how I’d search.

I also want to include the concept of children, so I put it 
in the next box. 

Note that SocINDEX will combine the two concepts 
with an “AND”. This will make my results more specific. 

(An “OR” broadens your results to include either term.)

Finally, click on “Search”

I want the phrase “domestic 
violence” so I put it in quotes.



This finds over 13,000 results!  
Let’s reduce this to a more manageable number.

You can “Refine your results” to:
• Full-Text Items
• Scholarly Articles
• Publication Date

Use the slider bar—or type in the date 
box—to set the date range. These 
results go back to 1914. I’m going to set 
the oldest date to 2000.

See how many…



Narrow your results using the Subject: Thesaurus Term, option.

The best way to narrow your results is to 
use the “Subject: Thesaurus Term” limiters. 

If you click on “Subject” you 
will see another set of terms. 
But these are not as helpful.



Wait a minute!  This is confusing!
What’s the difference between a

Subject and a Subject: Thesaurus Term?

• Subjects are…

– General words chosen by the 

authors to describe the content 

of their articles.

– There is no standardization, so 

authors can use different words 

to describe the same concept.

– For example: some may use 

“dogs” and other may use 

“canines.”



What’s the difference between a

Subject and a Subject: Thesaurus Term?

• Subject: Thesaurus Terms are…
– Subject headings from a preset 

list of terms used to describe the 
content of an article.

– These terms are standardized so 
related concepts are all 
assigned the same thesaurus 
term. 

– For example: Every article 
mentioning either “dogs” or 
“canines” or “poodles” is listed 
under the term “dogs.”



What’s the difference between a

Subject and a Subject: Thesaurus Term?

• Subject: Thesaurus Terms…
– Thesaurus terms are more useful 

than keywords when you want to 
find every article on a particular 
topic.  Just use the right term.

– You can use the “Subject Terms” 
tool (in the blue menu bar at the 
top) like a dictionary (or more 
precisely, like a “thesaurus”) to 
find the right term for your 
concept.

– Try it…you’ll like it!!



Now that you understand, let’s continue to narrow our results using 
the Subject: Thesaurus Term, option.

Note: Thesaurus terms are assigned by human beings—not computers! Someone has looked at every 
article and decided which thesaurus terms actually describe the content of the article.  

Keyword searching can find items with only a vague reference to your terms. But if an article is tagged with 
a thesaurus term, you know it will really be about that subject. This is why they make your results better!

Click on “FAMILY violence” to 
limit your results to only 

those items considered to be 
about “family violence.”

Note that “FAMILY violence” is a thesaurus term. 
I searched for “domestic violence”—but it’s not the 

“standardized” term for this concept.  
I’ll get better results if I use this term instead.



Accessing Your Results: PDF, HTML, and Linked Full Text

All of our results are available in full-text 
online because we limited our search to 

Full-Text Items.

But they come in different types…

This article is available in “PDF Full Text.”
It will look like you photocopied the 

original article in the journal.

An “HTML Full Text” article means you get all 
of the text (but not the images) of the original. 

It will not have the same formatting or 
appearance of the actual journal article.

A “Linked Full Text” article will take 
you to another database to get the full 
text.  It might be either HTML or PDF.



Learning from Your Results!  What the Record Shows You.  
(Click on one of the titles in your results to view the record.) 

Use Tools to:
• Add to Folder so you do 
something later
• Print, E-mail, or Save it
• Cite creates a reference 
entry for your bibliography

This is a 
summary of 
the article

“Cited References” lets you view 
the bibliography for this article. 

“Times Cited in this Database” 
links to articles that have cited 

this one.

Both of these can help expand 
your search results!

Look for helpful  
Subject Terms



How to use the Cite Feature!
Click on the “Cite” Icon and you will see this:

A window will 
appear with 
citations in 

various formats 
for the article

you are 
viewing!! 

(not just some 
example)

You can then 
cut and paste 

the format you 
need into your 

document.
BUT…

It’s not always 
100% right, so 

check the 
formatting!!

Oops! This APA citation has a couple of mistakes!  
• “The” after the colon should be capitalized 
(first word of the subtitle)
• If your citation uses a DOI, do NOT end 
with a period!



Final Thoughts

• SocINDEX with Full Text is a 

great resource for finding 

articles regarding Social 

Work topics.

• This is actually just an 

introduction to the many 

features and options 

available to you!!

• Nevertheless…



Final Thoughts…continued

• I hope this presentation 

helps you to get started 

with SocINDEX.

• If you need help, or want 

to learn more details about 

using EBSCOhost, please 

contact me or the library!!

• Thank you!!
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Electronic Resources Librarian
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724-938-5769

AIM: LibLoring

• Manderino Reference Desk

reference@calu.edu

724-938-4094

AIM: CalULibrary
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