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“Why, then the world ’s mine oyster,
Which I with sword will open.”

― William Shakespeare, The Merry Wives of Windsor

I know both writers and Madmen who would kill or die to have
Shakespeare’s skill of coining a phrase. Indeed, he coined so
many commonly used words and phrases, you've probably
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already quoted Shakespeare today and you didn't even know it.
Seriously, there are at least 1,500 different words and phrases
that don't appear anywhere prior to the Bard of Avon putting
them on paper.

We can thank Shakespeare for the word “alligator.” In the last act
of Romeo and Juliet, Romeo plans his own suicide by securing
poison from a nearby apothecary who keeps "…in his needy
shop a tortoise hung, / An alligator stuff'd, and other skins…"
Alligator became part of the English language in 1677 and the
short form, “gator,” was first recorded in the nineteenth century.
Of course, gator now forms the cornerstone of UF’s brand and
the battle cry of loyal fans.

Another universally used phrase attributable to Will Shakespeare
is, "The world's my oyster," a saying that declares that the earth's
abundance is ours to leisurely pluck from the shell. But don’t tell
that to the crashing oyster population of Apalachicola Bay, which
accounts for 90 percent of Florida’s oyster harvest and 10
percent of the nation’s yield. After decades of reduced river-
supply flows, overharvesting and drought, and despite restoration
efforts, there is not enough fresh water for the oysters to
rebound.

Perhaps "To be, or not to be," the famous opening phrase of
Shakespeare's Hamlet, might be a more apt pearl of wisdom for
our Gulf oysters?

Go Gators!

-Jack
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