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THE DIARY OF HANNAH LIGHTBODY 1786-90

Preface and Acknowledgements

When working with colleagues in the late 1970’s and 80°’s on the
restoration and presentation of Quarry Bank Mill and Samuel Greg’s
factory community at Styal in Cheshire, we were fortunate to be able to
make use of the large surviving archive. This provided information not
only on the development of the Mill as a cotton spinning and weaving
enterprise, but also on the deployment of the workforce, the arrangements,
education and medical care for the apprentice children and the provision
of housing, chapels, food and welfare for the whole workforce.

We debated about the extent to which this investment might be thought
to have been enlightened. The debate goes on, and may now be
illuminated by a later arrival in the Mill archives, the manuscript of the
diary of Hannah Lightbody. It was mostly written before she married
Samuel Greg, but gives an insight into her well read, finely tuned mind,
her thoughtful and benevolent character, her enthusiasms and firm beliefs.
The diary shows how she was exposed to current thinking on history,
education, moral philosophy, Dissenting beliefs, and the roles of women.
It also reveals her appreciation of music, art, gardening and scenery, and
her support for the poor and care of the sick. We may now be better
equipped to consider her influence on the factory community.

The diary may also shed light on Liverpool’s Dissenting circles and
their culture, beliefs and pursuits. It may add to our perceptions of
women’s spheres and to our understanding of the Liverpool abolitionists.

The editor is therefore glad of the opportunity to provide a full version
of the diary. He is grateful to Emily Janes, who has lent the manuscript
volumes to Quarry Bank Mill, for permission to publish them and to
Michael Janes, who has written about the Hibberts and the Gregs, his own
family. New light has been shed on the history of the Lightbody family
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thanks to the information provided by their descendants Esther Galbraith
and Nick Lightbody. The latter generously made available family records
and research. The portrait of Hannah Lightbody is reproduced by kind
permission of Katharine Gore, descendant of Hannah Lightbody and
Samuel Greg. Jenny Smith and Dr. Tim Paine have likewise generously
shared information and documents on their ancestors, the Hodgson
family. The editor is also grateful to Lionel Burman for encouragement
from the outset and then much sound guidance on Liverpool urban,
intellectual and cultural history, contributing a number of interpretations
and references and also providing links with other specialists and
scholars. Dr. David Wykes, Director of Dr. Williams’s Library and Alex
Kidson, Curator of British Art at the Walker Art Gallery, have also
provided several helpful suggestions (their names in brackets in the
footnotes acknowledge their personal communications). The editor also
wishes to thank Josselin Hill and Caroline Hill of Quarry Bank Mill. He
also acknowledges generous help from Mrs. Fritz Spiegl and Joseph
Sharples, Sherrylynne Haggerty and Melinda Elder. Finally he is grateful
to the staff of the London Library and of the following archives for their
assistance: Liverpool Record Office, the Sidney Jones Library of
Liverpool University and Manchester Central Library.

David Sekers

Abbreviations

DRO Derbyshire Record Office

E&D Enlightenment & Dissent

LRO Liverpool Record Office

ODNB Oxford Dictionary of National Biography

QBM Quarry Bank Mill Archive

TNA The National Archive

THSLC Transactions of the Historic Society for
Lancashire and Cheshire

VCH Victoria County History

X

o



han_prelims:Layout 1 20/1/09 14:39 Page$%

THE DIARY OF HANNAH LIGHTBODY 1786-1790
David Sekers

Introduction

The period of Hannah Lightbody’s diary was one of peace and fast
increasing prosperity across Britain. It was a moment when the
established Nonconformist entrepreneurs in Liverpool, those circles in
which Hannah Lightbody moved, were expanding their businesses. At
the same time it was a period of growing tension, when the Dissenting
communities, their merchants and ministers, felt their disenfranchisement
to be most unjust. Before describing the background and family of the
diarist, it may be helpful to establish this local context.

Late Eighteenth-Century Liverpool
The commercial and political history of Liverpool in the late eighteenth
century is well known and documented. Overtaking Bristol by the middle
of the century, it had become the dominant port after London, exporting
coal, salt and manufactured goods via the new canal network, trading with
other British coastal ports, with Ireland, the Baltic, Newfoundland and,
most importantly, with Africa and America. Only the East Indies was
restricted to its merchants. The volume and value of the trade importing
tobacco and sugar continued to grow until the turn of the century and the
slave trade associated with it had also grown throughout this period. By
1790, 138 Liverpool ships were engaged in the Africa trade

The appearance of the town was in a process of almost constant change
during the second half of the century, with large new docks opened in
1753,1771, 1773, 1788 and 1796. The town’s development reflected not
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only its mercantile vigour but also the urban renaissance familiar across
the rest of the country, with spaces and activities for leaders of fashion and
taste, and elegant buildings for public institutions, such as the new parish
church (St Peter’s), a large Town Hall and Exchange (1749-53), a new
Infirmary (1745-9), and a new Music Hall seating 1400 built in Bold
Street in 1785-6. In mid century several new and fashionable squares had
been built and in 1786 the Common Council had obtained an
Improvement Act to modernise much of the old town centre, replacing
the narrow streets with thoroughfares.

Town planning could not completely mitigate the rough and no doubt
frequently rowdy atmosphere at the heart of a busy and successful port.
While some merchants and entrepreneurs were extending their
warehouses near the new docks, other smart families were moving away
from homes adjacent to their warehouses and counting houses in the
teeming port area to live in fashionable new streets like Great George
Street or Bold Street, or further afield in Everton or Toxteth Park.
Meanwhile housing conditions for the masses was already becoming a
problem as the population of the town doubled from 34,000 to 78,000
between 1770 and 1800.

As in the urban renaissance elsewhere across Britain, the physical fabric
and layout of the town reflected new patterns of cultural activity. The
responsibility for Liverpool’s cultural and intellectual development seems
to have been divided. Charitable and cultural institutions and activity
were often dependent on the liberality of individuals. The Liverpool
Library established in 1758 was privately funded and in fact was the first
of the private lending libraries in the provinces.! A new Theatre Royal
was built in 1772 with two thirds of the funds subscribed by merchants.
The 1783 Exhibition of Arts was the first such provincial art exhibition

1 See M Kay Flavell, ‘The Enlightened reader and the new industrial towns. A study
of the Liverpool Library 1758-1790°, The British Journal for Eighteenth-Century
Studies, 8 (1985), 17-35. Many members of the Lightbody family were subscribers,
but records are incomplete for the three years of the diary when Hannah was back in
Liverpool
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in the country; and the triennial music festival was in full swing in the
1780s. Theatres established by subscription provided seasons with
famous London actors and the local papers were full of announcements
of lectures and debating societies, as well as more vulgar entertainments.?
Some of the first wave of institutions failed to flourish: the Literary and
Philosophical Society formed in 1779 ran initially only until 1783.

The Common Council was vigorously Tory and Anglican, a self-
perpetuating oligarchy, committed to furthering trade (in 1787 thirty-
seven of the forty-one councillors were involved in the slave trade).
Councillors often acted as patrons and committee members of many
public institutions such as the Dispensary, Infirmary, Workhouse and the
Bluecoat School, which was founded in 1708 as ’a school for teaching
poor children to read, write and cast accounts’.

It was during this period that Dissenting institutions in Liverpool
flourished under the influence of inspiring leaders. The leading
Presbyterians chapels were Kaye Street under John Yates and Benn’s
Gardens under Joseph Smith while in the 1790s Gateacre flourished under
William Shepherd. These chapels were supported by many leading
citizens and merchants, with many immigrant Scots among them. Their
wealth, influence and frustrations with the Common Council increased
in the last decades of the century. Among their articulate leaders were
William Roscoe and James Currie, who together with William Rathbone
IV, a Quaker by birth, became the centre of an enlightened circle, pressing
for the abolition of slavery, for the repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts
and for the establishment of civilised institutions in the town such as a
lunatic asylum or a permanent library.® They kept up links with fellow

2 See P Borsay, The English urban renaissance: culture and society in the provincial
town 1660-1770 (Oxford, 1989) and Jon Stobart, ‘Culture versus commerce: societies
and spaces for elites in eighteenth-century Liverpool’, in Journal of Historical
Geography, 28: 4 (2002), 471-485.

8 See lan Sellers, ‘William Roscoe, the Roscoe circle and radical politics in Liverpool
1789-1807’, THSLC, vol. 120 (Liverpool, 1969), and F E Sanderson, ‘The structure
of politics of Liverpool 1780-1807", THSLC (1959), vol. 111, 167, and “The Liverpool
abolitionists’, in Liverpool, the African slave trade, and abolition, ed. Anstey and
Hair, THSLC, Occasional Series, vol. 2 (1976).

3
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reformers such as Thomas Percival in Manchester, and seem to have
maintained connections with the leading London Dissenters too.*

On the issue of the abolition of slavery, they were in a delicate position.
They had many clients and friends, and sometimes their family, who were
involved with the trade and to a varying extent dependent on it. Unlike
in Bristol, the Liverpool Council was determined to oppose abolition,
which they saw as a dire threat to the prosperity of the town. This was an
issue which came into the open with the January 1788 sermon in Kaye
Street Chapel, which was reported in Hannah Lightbody’s diary. She
knew most of the men who formed the small circle of the Liverpool
abolitionists, and seems to have been taken into their confidence.

The Diarist, her relations and networks

While the commercial, political, institutional and cultural history of
Liverpool in this period has been examined in some detail, the life within
the merchant’s home, and within the mind of the merchant class have not
often been revealed. Some contemporaneous Liverpool diaries, like that
of Mrs. Binns, and Hannah Rathbone are either too devout or too brief to
give a clear picture. Thomas Nicholson of Liverpool wrote a diary of his
visit to London in 1778 and when he returned with his wife and cousin
Mary Hatfield in 1791, the latter both wrote lively diaries of their London
visit. To a certain extent Hannah’s diary might be compared to that of
some other diarists of late eighteenth-century town life, like Abigail
Gawthern of Nottingham and Anna Larpent of London, who shed fresh
light on the private world behind the public events.®

4 Dr. Currie’s circle included Manchester, Edinburgh and London intellectuals. HL
seems to have known Dr. Price, Dr. Kippis and a number of prominent radical London
merchants.

5 Margaret Binns, ‘Diary 1763-1812’, MS in LRO Binns Collection, For the Hannah
Rathbone Diary, see Emily Greg ed., Reynolds-Rathbone diaries (London, 1905) or
the small manuscript pocketbooks in The Rathbone Collection, Liverpool University
Library. For the Nicholson diaries see Ernest Axon, Memorials of the family of
Nicholson (Liverpool 1928), 85-6, 92-5. The 1778 Thomas Nicholson diary is in
LRO. For Abigail Gawthern, see Adrian Henstock ed., The diary of Abigail Gawthern

4
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Hannah Lightbody’s diary, while not as long or as detailed as either of
the above examples, offers a rare opportunity to glimpse the social, artistic
and above all the intellectual and spiritual life in Dissenting circles,
mainly in Liverpool, for a few years at a crucial period in the town’s
history. It sheds light on the private and public roles then evolving for an
educated young woman: joining in debates not only about literature, art
and religion, but also about marriage, morals and conduct.

The diary covers the period when the young writer was expected to get
married. So the diary’s entries illustrate the calendar of festivals, balls,
races and assemblies which eligible women in her class were expected to
attend. The pleasures and frustrations are occasionally described, but the
courtship which resulted in her betrothal and marriage is only cursorily
referred to.

It is of course first and foremost a personal document, providing
occasional glimpses of the inner life of the diarist, revealing artistic,
spiritual and emotional responses to her surroundings. The diary touches
on tensions, such as the role of the educated young woman in what was
largely a man’s world, being paraded on the marriage market. Once
married, she had problems handling her changed sphere and managing
her household. This seems to have come as a shock, almost as if the
enlightenment ideals which illuminate the earlier passages of the diary
were all but extinguished. This dimension also adds to its documentary
value.

The Lightbody Family
Hannah Lightbody, the youngest surviving child of Elizabeth and Adam
Lightbody, was born in Liverpool on 21 July 1766. She was baptised at

of Nottingham 1751-1810 (vol. 33, Thoroton Society Record Series, Nottingham,
1980). The diaries of Anna Larpent are available in microfilm: Anna Margaretta
Larpent, A woman’s view of drama, 1790-1830: The diaries of Anna Margaretta
Larpent in the Huntington Library (9 reels, Adam Matthew Publications, Wiltshire,
1995). They have also been published on the web by Adam Matthew (www.adam-
matthew-publications.co.uk )
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Kaye Street Chapel on 9 August. Her grandfather Adam Lightbody senior
(1677-1731), was a Scottish traveller and linen merchant from the parish
of Caerlaverock near Dumfries. In about 1718 when a widower with three
children, he had married Agnes Nicholson from the same parish. They
had six children, and when Adam died in 1731, their five boys were taken
under the wing of Agnes’s brother John Nicholson (1692-1754) who by
then was a prominent and successful linen merchant established in
Liverpool along with his cousin Matthew. While one of the boys, James
Lightbody, set up as a linen merchant in Glasgow, and another, Thomas
in Dublin, William, Adam and Robert moved to Liverpool to join their
Nicholson kinsmen, establishing their own partnership as linen
merchants. In 1754, these three inherited a substantial part of their
childless uncle John’s fortune.® The Liverpool linen trade before the
advent of cotton was relatively steady and lucrative, and the Lightbodys
became one of the leading families in it. William, the eldest was probably
the most successful, increasing his fortune from £21,655 in 1765 to
£33,498 by 1777. He married an heiress from an established Liverpool
merchant family, and bought land both at Wavertree and north of the town
centre. When he died in 1783, his nieces, the children of Adam Lightbody
junior inherited £1000 each.

Little is known of Adam’s life other than that by 1766 he was trading
together with his brothers William and Robert as Linen Merchants in Dale
Street. By 1774 Adam and his brother Robert were listed in Gore’s
Directory as Merchants at 1 and 2 Paradise Street respectively, while
William Lightbody had a linen warehouse at 15 Dale Street at the same
time. Like the Nicholsons, the Lightbody family were prominent

¢ They were early Scottish migrants, a diaspora discussed in Diana E Scott & Fiona
Lewis, ‘Motives to move: reconstructing individual migration histories in early
eighteenth-century Liverpool’, in David J Siddle ed., Migration, mobility and
modernisation (Liverpool, 2000).

7 Information from Lightbody history and records 1635-1924, typescript by William
Lightbody, 1922
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members of the Kaye Street Chapel congregation.2 Adam had three sons
who died in infancy and when he died in 1778, aged about fifty, he left
his widow and three young daughters with a good fortune. He too owned
land at Wavertree and a significant rural estate at Garston, providing
Hannah and her sisters with a valuable inheritance. He may also have
benefited from a good dowry from his wife Elizabeth, whose family
owned estates in Cheshire. Adam’s younger brother Robert provided the
only surviving male heir for that line of the family. His son John was born
in 1767, and was therefore a close contemporary of his cousin Hannah.
After William and Adam had died, Robert was living with his son John
at St Paul’s Square and trading from Dale Street. By 1805 John had
moved to live in Roscoe’s former house, Birchfield in Everton, and had
inherited or acquired a major part of the Garston estates, which provided
several generations of his heirs with significant assets.’

The Tylston Family

Hannah’s mother Elizabeth Tylston (1735-1801) was the great great
grand-daughter of Philip Henry, the noted preacher and Dissenting
minister who had been ejected in 1662. An heiress from Cheshire in her
own right, Elizabeth married Adam Lightbody in 1755, had several sons
who died in infancy and three daughters, Elizabeth (b. 1758), Agnes (b.
1760) and Hannah (b. 1766). The correspondence with her kinswoman
Ann Hulton, the sister of the Commissioner of Customs in Boston from
1767 to 1776, shows that she was well connected with a number of
prominent Liverpool families such as the Earles and Gildarts, and had
formed friendships with Thomas Percival and Anna Cropper who were to
feature in her daughter Hannah’s diary.'® She was also in touch with the

& See Ernest Axon, Memorials of the family of Nicholson (Liverpool, 1928) and the
Nicholson papers in LRO.

®  William Lightbody, Lightbody history and records, 1922 typescript.

10 For more on Lightbody and Tylston antecedents, many of whom wrote diaries, see
David Harley, ‘The Good Physician and the Godly Doctor’, in The Seventeenth
Century, vol. 9 (1974), and Patricia Crawford ‘Katharine and Philip Henry and their
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Rogers family, her kinsmen living in Newington Green. (Thomas Rogers,
the banker and leading dissenter, had married Elizabeth’s cousin. It was
probably he who introduced her to Dr. Price and Dr. Kippis). She was an
original subscriber to the Liverpool Dispensary, one of the few women
members of the Liverpool Library and possibly also the only woman
member of the literary group called the Octonian Society, which brought
together a lively and intelligent circle including William Rathbone 1V,
Joseph Smith and Matthew Nicholson. The diary provides some evidence
of her as an active reader as well as pious and intelligent woman.

The Diarist

Hannah’s father died while she was away at Mr. Holland’s school at
Ormskirk. In 1782, after her elder sisters had married, she left Ormskirk
and went to Miss Crisp’s school at Fleetwood House in Stoke Newington
where she was probably taken under the wing of the widowed Thomas
Rogers and befriended by his family. She seems to have learnt there far
more than the social graces then fashionable. She finished her education
with a wide knowledge of English literature, philosophy, theology,
French, German, music, and art, and above all the enthusiasm to learn
more. She had started a commonplace or extract book there, and the diary
opens on her return to Liverpool at the end of 1786. It ends with her
marriage in 1789 and the birth of her first child in 1790.

The facts about Hannah’s subsequent life are fragmentary. She had
married the capable Manchester textile merchant and manufacturer
Samuel Greg, lived with him initially at King Street, Manchester and bore
him thirteen children of whom twelve survived. Samuel (1758-1834) was
the third son of Thomas Greg, one of the most prominent merchants in
Belfast. He was virtually adopted in 1766 by his uncle Robert Hyde, the

children: a case study in family ideology’, THSLC, vol. 134 (1984), 39-73. Ann
Hulton, Letters of a Loyalist lady (Harvard, 1927; republished 1970) is more widely
known for the eyewitness accounts of Boston life during the War of Independence.
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Manchester-based merchant who was childless. He was sent away to be
educated, then trained in the business, travelling abroad. By 1780 he had
been made a partner, and when his uncle Robert died in 1782, he inherited
a large part of his fortune and a substantial business. He soon became one
of the most powerful cotton manufacturers of the first generation, basing
his empire on the spinning mill at Styal which he started in 1784.
Although he became a member of the Manchester Literary and
Philosophical Society after his marriage, there is little evidence of
Samuel’s interest in the issues and spheres that mattered to Hannah.™
From 1798 their family base was increasingly their home at Quarry Bank
House at Styal.

From here Hannah became a “driving force behind the enlightened
welfare and educational provision for the parish apprentices’.*? With the
involvement of her children (the daughters taught the girls, the sons taught
the boys), she organised the teaching of literacy, arithmetic and basic
skills such as sewing for the girls. She was concerned with their health,
their diet and living conditions and is thought to have been instrumental
in the establishment of a Women’s Club and Sick Club for the growing
community of families in the factory community,

Hannah was clearly committed to the education of her children. She
organised among them a domestic ‘Literary and Philosophical Society’
which she called the ‘Duodecimo Society’, no doubt based on her
memorable experiences with the Octonian Society in Liverpool. The role
of the educated woman in society continued to interest her, and although
no radical, she sought a full education for her daughters.

2 For ahistory of the Greg family textile business gowth and decline, see Mary B Rosg,
The Gregs of Quarry Bank Mill (Cambridge, 1986). The mill and indeed the whole
factory community at Styal remain intact and may be visited. Together with a
substantial business archive, they were given to the National Trust by Alec Greg in
1939.

2 Ruth Watts, Gender, power and the Unitarians in England 1760-1860 (London, 1998),
72.
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In a modest way she attempted to set out her thinking in writing. She
privately published her Observations; A collection of maxims in 1799;
with a further edition entitled The moralist in 1800; and then as The
monitor in 1804. There are also handwritten drafts and fragments of
Catechisms of safety and health of 1800, Sermons for the children at the
Apprentice House of 1819 and a longer essay of 1811 entitled The art of
happy living addressed in the form of a letter to her eldest son Thomas as
he reached maturity. In each of these writings there are extracts from her
commonplace book and echoes of ideas and conversations first captured
in the diary.®®

There are also passages in the diary that consider the challenge a
bookish young woman may face upon marriage when she was expected
to manage a husband, family and household. Indeed when these
challenges are first met they unsettle her. The diary ends with a litany of
anxiety and desperation. In later years, however, the remarks of children,
friends and visitors frequently testify to the taste, hospitality and style of
Hannah’s home. She was much mourned when she died at the age of 61
on 4 February 1828, not least by the friends she made as a young girl in
Liverpool.

Wider family and other networks
Networks were prevalent, important and specially influential in
eighteenth-century Dissenting circles. Some insights into such networks
in and around Liverpool can be deduced from the diary. (Appendix 2
provides family trees showing some of these kinship networks).
Starting with her immediate family, the diary records Hannah and her
widowed mother living together, and then moving house together, to the
smarter area of Bold Street. Here Hannah looked after her Hodgson and
Pares sisters’ children during their mothers’ confinements. She joined in

8 These manuscripts, including the diary itself, are all in the archives of Quarry Bank
Mill, Styal. A copy of the Moralist and other epitaphs and memorials are in the
Rathbone Collection in the James Picton Library at the University of Liverpool

10
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the high flown social life of the Pares family in Leicestershire, and less
happily with the less cultivated circles of the Hodgsons when at Caton. It
seems Hannah felt quite at home among the rich and cultivated Pares
merchants, their country homes and estates, their art and antiquarian
interests and their gentry friends, a world slightly more elevated than her
family circle in Liverpool, and probably more elevated than the merchant
friends of her other brother-in-law, Thomas Hodgson in Lancaster.

The Nicholsons were benefactors, friends and relatives of the
Lightbody’s. They had come from the same area in the Scottish borders,
and retained a fondness for their birthplace which linked them to other
more recent Scottish expatriots, like the Wallaces, Kennedys and the
Curries. The Lightbodys were initially tenants in Robert Nicholson’s
house at Paradise Street. Robert Nicholson (1727-1779) a governor of
the Warrington Academy and an original subscriber to the Liverpool
Library, had taken country lodgings in Toxteth Park in 1764, and in 1771
decided to live there permanently. His widow Arabella — the sister of
Hannah’s friend Anna Cropper — continued to live there until her death
in 1815, and we can assume that Hannah’s many happy visits to ‘Park’
referred to in the diary were in fact to see her kinswoman Arabella
Nicholson.

The diarist encountered a number of direct descendants of Philip Henry
such as the Rogers family in London, and the Ashtons of Woolton Hall in
Liverpool. The Percivals and Croppers, both related to one of Philip
Henry’s prominent disciples Christopher Bassnett (1677-1744), formed
another circle. He had been the first minister of Kaye Street Chapel
between 1709 and 1744 and was the great uncle of both Hannah’s friends
Elizabeth Percival and Anna Cropper. Anna Cropper seems to have been
a godmotherly figure not only to Hannah, but also to the Percivals and to
the Rathbones. Dr. Currie owed his initial success as a young physician
in Liverpool to her patronage.

The Dissenting circles in which Hannah and her family moved were
largely based on the congregations of Kaye Street and Benns Gardens

11
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Chapels, with their Ministers Rev. John Yates and Rev. Joseph Smith
respectively, both trained at the Warrington Academy. The spirit of the
Academy seems to have been preserved among them and their former
colleagues like Dr. Clayton as well as by its first pupil, Dr. Percival and
among the Heywood and Nicholson families. The diary illustrates how
this circle provided Hannah with some further education, Joseph Smith
advising her on what to see on her planned tour of the Lakes, Dr. Percival
lending her one of his books in French, Dr. Yates showing her some
electrical apparatus, and all of them discussing literature, religion, morals
and history.

Close to the Lightbody family circle there appear to have been many
merchants who were Dissenters, like William Wallace, Michael Humble,
William Shaw, Joseph Birch and Thomas Hayhurst or bankers like the
Heywoods. But her family also seems to have mixed with a small number
of the Anglican ruling elite of Liverpool, the members of the Common
Council, many of them powerful merchants like the Tarletons, Brooks’s,
Gildarts, Earles, and Thomas Smyth. Her brothers-in-law were both
Anglican.

Hannah joined in the many cultural activities then on offer in Liverpool:
plays, concerts, lectures as well as in private discussions with musical
and artistic friends like William Roscoe and the Tate family. Further
intellectual stimulus was provided by the Octonian Society, a literary
society which occasionally met in her mother’s house. The social and
intellectual life of Manchester at this time is touched on and occasionally
compared to that of Liverpool. The diary shows that Roscoe’s and
Currie’s well-known Literary Society was not the only circle and its
members were not the only Dissenters that argued about the religious,
cultural and political issues of the day.

Hannah, whose great grandfather John Tylston was a physician, seems
to have developed at this time an interest in medicine. She supported the
Infirmary and was in touch with Dr. Binns, the physician to the
Dispensary and later an abolitionist, and with Dr. Camplin, Dr. Brandreth,

12
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and above all Dr. Currie, the able physicians then serving the Liverpool
Infirmary. Thomas Percival, the leading physician and intellectual in the
North West at this time, seems to have been a close family friend. Several
years later Hannah was instrumental in supporting Dr. Peter Holland at
Styal, and to some extent supervising the health and welfare of the
apprentices at Quarry Bank Mill.

It is clear from the diary that James Currie, who became her personal
doctor, was a close friend and mentor for Hannah in matters of literature,
philosophy, and possibly also religion. Many passages shed light on this
remarkable figure, even if they hardly touch on his role as an impassioned
yet moderate reformer. When his friend Thomas Christie came to see him
in Liverpool in June 1787 to assess the intellectual life of the regions,
Currie engaged Hannah to see him two days running. It was no doubt
Currie who encouraged her to read Reid’s Essay on the active powers of
man, which she devoured on three successive days. He later wrote to her
about his work on the repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts, and advised
her on her first book.**

Politics and political reform were subjects dear to the heart of the
Liverpool ‘Friends of Liberty’ but are hardly mentioned in the diary.
Hannah records jubilation on the king’s recovery, but nothing about the
French Revolution. Though interested in discussing women’s roles, she
was no radical. She admits she did not pay attention to an important
sermon based almost certainly on Dr. Richard Price’s Discourse on the
love of our country.

The exception is the issue of the abolition of the slave trade, where
Hannah, after reporting on the noted 1788 sermon by John Yates, was
drawn into discussions with the leading Liverpool abolitionists. (Her
summary of the Yates sermon may well be the only account that survives).
In his early days, her brother-in-law Thomas Hodgson had been an agent
for a Lancaster slave trader in Gambia. He later owned and ran a trading

% William W Currie ed., Memoir of the life, writings and correspondence of James
Currie (2 vols., London 1831), vol. 2, 167, 188.
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fort on the Isle de Los off Sierra Leone and even after the 1788 agitation
he continued to invest in slaving ships from Liverpool.’® Others in
Hannah’s circle and that of the Hodgsons, such as Thomas Rawlinson,
Samuel Hartley, William Neilson, Ellis and Robert Bent and indeed the
uncle of Samuel Greg, had connections with the slave trade and slavery.

There was another circle of Dissenters of some distinction whom
Hannah and her mother saw when in London. As well as Mrs. Barbauld,
they included some leaders of Rational Dissent, including Dr. Price and
Dr. Kippis, and possibly some of the active reformers in the families of
the Thorntons and Boddingtons.

In addition to the family trees in Appendix 2, footnotes to the diary
text aim to identify the main personalities referred to and outline their
place in the diarist’s networks where this can be done with some
confidence.

Some themes that recur in the Diary
During this period, the pursuit of sensibility, taste and benevolence
befitted the senior class of merchants across the country. Hannah seems
to have readily embraced such ideas, and was ever ready to develop and
refine her responses