
Known around the world for academic
excellence, Harvard is also a vibrant center
of artistic expression throughout the year.

From student performances, special art
exhibitions, museum collections, and lectures,
to programs with local children, there are thou-
sands of ways for the community to enjoy the arts
and culture at Harvard.

Harvard University is a preserver and nurturer of
world art, an incubator of new talent and new artistic
expression, and a magnet attracting famous artists and
performers. 

This Harvard Arts and Culture Connections offers a
glimpse at the spectrum of activities that help to
define Harvard arts and culture. We also
hope it guides you to a Harvard arts
connection that interests you.

Incubating emerging artists

Students are the heart of Harvard’s
arts and cultural identity. Whether it is
theater, dance, visual arts or music ensem-
bles, students bring a rich array of ethnic and
cultural expression that reflects today’s world.

“As Harvard has become more culturally and
ethnically diverse, so has the art that can be expe-
rienced here,” says Jack Megan, director of the
Office for the Arts, which is a hub for student arts and

cultural programs.
“Whether you are Hispanic, Asian-
American, African-American, Irish-

American, Hindu, American
Indian, or a part of any other
group, you will find distinct
elements of your cultural
heritage reflected in the arts
scene at Harvard today.”

In any given year, as many as
700 student performances are

presented and most are open to the
public. This means nearly 30 new

student productions, shows or exhibits
premiere weekly during peak seasons in the fall and
spring. From the Harvard Radcliffe Orchestra, the Gilbert
and Sullivan Players, the Lowell House Opera, and the
Kuumba Singers, to hip hop, jazz, electronic music,

WWeellccoommee 
ttoo tthhee aarrttss
aatt HHaarrvvaarrdd
There’s so much 
to see and do!

Harvard students stage more than 700 performances every year, working artists are in residence on campus, and many more are
drawn to perform at campus events, most of which are open to the public. For more information, see http://www.harvard.edu/arts.
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HHaarrvvaarrdd UUnniivveerrssiittyy aarrttss:: SSoo mmuucchh ttoo sseeee aanndd ddoo!!
blues and rock and roll ensembles, arts exhibitions and
plays, the Harvard student arts world is as energetic as
Greenwich Village or Paris’ Left Bank.

The whole student arts scene is unveiled during a
single weekend in early May. This moveable feast called
ARTS FIRST is free and open to the public; it draws
thousands of nearby residents and their families to expe-
rience the depth and breadth of Harvard student talent.
Every corner of campus becomes a stage for more than
200 acts, including a Saturday performance fair, plays,
and outdoor activities like pot-making and face painting.
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/arts/

A magnet for artists and acts

Many famous artists began their careers at Harvard,
such as cellist Yo Yo Ma, folk singers Pete Seeger and
Bonnie Raitt, filmmaker Mira Nair, playwright
Christopher Durang, and actors Tommy Lee Jones and
Jack Lemmon. Today, students like Stefan Jackiaw,
concert violinist, are the ones to watch.

“I am convinced that we are dealing with people here
who will be heard from five, 10 to 15 years out,” says
Megan. “Harvard is a place to come hear some of these
people in their young and formative years.”

And as tomorrow’s artists are formed on campus,
today’s leading arts masters are drawn to the academic
intensity of Harvard’s learning and teaching environment.
Faculty, artists in residence and visiting experts regular-
ly showcase their work across campus. 

There is a steady stream of public performances at
Sanders Theatre and other venues (tickets available at
Harvard’s Box Office in Holyoke Center), free exhibi-
tions in places such as the Carpenter Center for the Visual
Arts, and plays at the American Repertory Theatre
(A.R.T.), Harvard’s professional theater in residence. 

The Learning from Performers program of the Office
for the Arts has linked professional artists such as violin-
ist Itzhak Perlman and singer Bobbie McFerrin with
students and the broader community for more than 30
years. These conversations and workshops with visiting
artists occur year-round and most are free and open to
the public. 
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/ofa/programs/artists/

Things to see and do at Harvard’s museums

The Fogg Art Museum is home to Rembrandts,
Picassos, and Van Goghs. Some of the world’s finest
ancient Chinese jades are on view at the Arthur M.
Sackler Museum. The Busch-Reisinger has modern and
ancient Germanic art. The art museums also host a range
of special events for children and families, such as draw-
ing workshops and storytelling. 
http://www.artmuseums.harvard.edu/events/

“It’s essential to our mission that we contribute to the
cultural vitality of the Cambridge and Boston communi-
ties where we live,” said Thomas W. Lentz, Elizabeth
and John Moors Cabot Director of the Harvard
University Art Museums. “Our study centers, which are
open to the public, offer a unique opportunity for the
community to study and interact with works of art in a
very personal way and in an intimate setting. Our collec-
tions are renowned for their range and depth, but they

have also been developed with emphasis on their value
for teaching and research for everyone.”

Harvard’s other museums also house wondrous treas-
ures. The Harvard Museum of Natural History has the
Glass Flowers and the 120-million-year-old relics of
ancient creatures. The Peabody Museum has items from
the Lewis and Clark Expedition. And the Semitic
Museum presents artifacts from the Near East. 

Each of Harvard’s six museums is open to the public
and regularly offers classes and activities for families
and children in Cambridge and Boston public schools.

Elsewhere on campus, activities abound, such as the
Harvard Ceramics Studio at 219 Western Ave. in Allston,
which offers classes and sponsors community outreach
programs, plus two shows and sales each year.

Harvard arts and culture envelops Harvard students,
famous artists, families, and children in a robust creative
environment.  

We hope you enjoy the show!

It is the beginning of class and it is Nia’s turn to say what
clay means to her. She glances around the ceramics studio
at the circle of teenage girls. They’re standing shoulder to
shoulder in front of a table covered with pristine clay
tablets just waiting for hands to mold them. “What I like
about clay is you can always start over when you mess up,
and it can be anything you want it to be,” she says.

Nia, a 15-year-old from the Boston neighborhood of
Mattapan, has nicely captured the power of working
with clay, which has drawn nearly a dozen underserved
teenage girls across Boston to Harvard’s Ceramics
Studio in Allston this day. The girls, ages 9 to 18, are
participants in the spring session of a 20-week arts ther-
apy collaboration aimed at providing them — all of
whom have been either witnesses to violence or victims
of violence, or are offenders themselves — a chance at a
better future.

Class begins. Amid escalating chatter, Nia is
entranced, silently rolling out clay tubes with her fingers,
then coiling and smoothing the sides of her emerging pot.
Teacher Kati Blair, a graduate student with the Harvard
Graduate School of Education’s (HGSE) Arts in
Education program, and Erin Mishkin, HGSE student
and volunteer, circulate among the girls. They suggest
ideas for projects, demonstrate sculptural strategies, and
offer various tactics to solve the problem at hand. Arts
Incentives Program mentors provide feedback and
encouragement.

An unusual group of people and organizations have
come together to offer these girls an artistic outlet. The
Arts Incentives Program at the United South End
Settlements coordinates the program and provides ongo-

ing counseling for the girls. The Naratoone Security
Corporation, which patrols MassHousing developments,
helps — through the efforts of Deputy Chief Matt
Brevelleri — to identify girls for the program, and
provides transportation.  Harvard brings the magic of the
arts by offering the studio space, ceramics teachers, and
experts — and the clay. Last fall, Cambodian artist Yary
Livan, a survivor of the Khmer Rouge’s reign of terror
and the only remaining master of traditional Cambodian
ceramics and kiln building, was guest instructor.
Drawing from his own experiences and love of art, Livan
brought a special intuition for teaching that helped break
down barriers and build the girls’ confidence. 

Program coordinators say the program not only gives
them a space to develop pottery skills, but also helps the
girls gain a sense of competence and self-worth. 

“Working with clay not only feels good and is fun to
do, but it gives these girls a sense of pride in their own
work,” says Blair, who has been working with girls in
the Arts Incentives Program since last fall. “Turning a
lump of mud into a project is something physical; they
can see what they’ve done.”

Lisa Fliegel, founder and director of the Arts Incentives
Program, is convinced that art contributes to mental health
and social change. “We are working together to chase
down the problems until they are solved.”

Class is almost over. Jessie, a resident of the Academy
Projects in South Roxbury, picks up her pot, presses it
against her cheek and breathes in the smell of the clay.
“I like the patience, the creativity,” she says. “You get to
do new things that you’ve never done before … It’s like
giving it all the love you never had.”

BBoossttoonn ggiirrllss mmoolldd ccllaayy;; sshhaappee ssttrroonngg lliivveess

In addition to their exhibitions, teaching, and research, the Harvard University Art Museums offer concerts, special events,
and family programs that reflect the diversity of their collections and of the community. This performance of Kathak dancing
at the Sackler Museum is just one of many special events and activities that draw children and families to the museums
year-round. All Harvard’s museums are open to the public. For more information, visit www.harvard.edu/museums.

Amanda DeJesus (left) and Grace
Garcia (right) create in clay with
instructor and HGSE student Kati
Blair; everything starts with a simple
foundation (above).
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The Harvard Summer Pops Band plays every August in Harvard Yard and at the Hatch Shell. Musicians of all ages are
invited. For more information, see http://hcs.harvard.edu/hub/events/summerband.shtml.

Harvard Summer Pops Band in tune with community
Enthusiasm, required. Instrument, required. Harvard

affiliation, auditions, fees to participate — not required.
Now in its 34th year, the Harvard Summer Pops Band,

Harvard’s community band led by Tom Everett, contin-
ues to challenge, inspire, and entertain the staff, students,
and members of the greater community who participate
in the weekly summer practices at Lowell Hall, and then
the general public who enjoy two annual August per-
formances in Harvard Yard and the Hatch Shell.

The band’s 100 or so members often range in age from
12-year-olds to retirees. Every year there are additions
and subtractions, but there are always plenty of band vet-
erans who make newcomers feel welcome and act as
mentors. “For a lot of people it becomes a home,” says
Everett, director of the Harvard University Band and
associate of the Music Department. “They have an iden-
tity here. They have a support system.” 

Everett founded the Harvard Summer Pops Band in the
summer of 1972 to fill what he says was a void in the sum-
mer music scene for non-professional musicians. The band
offered an opportunity to play for those who didn’t nor-
mally have a chance to join ensembles. And Everett also
saw the program as a way to engage the community. 

Susan Foster, a local resident, joined the band seven
years ago when she was in high school. She played the
flute in her school’s band and orchestra and was looking
for a place to make music during the summer. Now the
Summer Pops Band is one of the rare times during the
year that she gets to play, especially with other musicians. 

“I am always impressed because it is a community
band, a summer thing, and people take it so seriously.
They work hard,” Foster says. “And Tom [Everett] real-
ly takes the time to teach us music. We don’t just play, we
learn ... you get a mixture of people who are really seri-
ous about music and those who are having fun and it’s a
nice combination.”

Everett adds, “It’s extremely rewarding to have all
these people come together, most of them not knowing
each other and who have not shared a similar experience,
most of them playing music that they are not familiar
with beforehand, and have the music come together.”

Many band members have come to Everett at the last
performance to say, “I never thought I’d play at the Hatch
Shell.” For Foster, that performance is the best part. “It’s
always really fun to think that you’re playing on the stage
where the [Boston] Pops play.” •

IInn sstteepp wwiitthh CCiittyySStteepp

At 23 years, CityStep is older than its participants. The program partners some 60 Harvard students with 100 Cambridge
Public School students who explore personal growth goals such as self-expression, creativity, and self-confidence through
dance, culminating in performances at Sanders Theatre. CityStep offers two dance-instruction programs: an in-school
course and an after-school series that draws from program graduates, such as these teens looking at a practice video of
themselves with CityStep leader Lauren Jackson. For more information, see http://hcs.harvard.edu/~citystep/home.htm.
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THEATER/PERFORMANCES/MUSIC

HARVARD BOX OFFICE*
1350 Massachusetts Avenue, 617-496-2222
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/tickets/

AMERICAN REPERTORY THEATRE

Loeb Drama Center
64 Brattle Street, 617-547-8300
http://www.amrep.org/

ZERO ARROW THEATRE

Arrow Street and Massachusetts Avenue
617-547-8300
http://www.amrep.org/

HARVARD DANCE CENTER*
60 Garden Street, 617-495-8683
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/
dance/

AGASSIZ THEATRE*
10 Garden Street, 617-495-8675
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/ofa/programs/theater/ag.htm

NEW COLLEGE THEATRE*
12 Holyoke Street, 617-495-5205
http://www.hastypudding.org/new/

SANDERS THEATRE*
Memorial Hall
45 Quincy Street, 617-496-2222
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/
memhall/sanders.html

PAINE MUSIC HALL

Music Building, North Yard
617-495-2791
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/
musicdpt/calendar.html

MUSEUMS AND COLLECTIONS

FOGG ART MUSEUM

32 Quincy Street, 617-495-9400
http://www.artmuseums.harvard.edu/fogg/

ARTHUR M. SACKLER MUSEUM

485 Broadway, 617-495-9400
http://www.artmuseums.harvard.edu/sackler/

BUSCH-REISINGER MUSEUM

32 Quincy Street, 617-495-9400
http://www.artmuseums.harvard.edu/busch/

HARVARD MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY

26 Oxford Street, 617-495-3045
http://www.hmnh.harvard.edu/

PEABODY MUSEUM

11 Divinity Avenue
617-495-2341
http://www.peabody.harvard.edu/

THE SEMITIC MUSEUM

6 Divinity Avenue, 617-495-4631
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/semitic/

CARPENTER CENTER

24 Quincy Street, 617-495-3251
http://www.peabody.harvard.edu/museum_carpen-
ter.html

COLLECTION OF HISTORICAL SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENTS

1 Oxford Street, 617-495-2779
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/hsdept/chsi/

FILMS

HARVARD FILM ARCHIVE

Carpenter Center
24 Quincy Street
617-495-4700
http://www.harvardfilmarchive.org/

CERAMICS

CERAMICS PROGRAM AND STUDIO*
219 Western Avenue, Allston 
617-495-8680
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/ceramics/

For information on lectures 
and current events, visit 

http://www.news.harvard.edu/gazette/calendar

* Denotes a program of the Office for the Arts at Harvard, 74 Mt.
Auburn Street, 617-495-8676, http://www.fas.harvard.edu/ofa
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