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Preface.

These Letters of the Council originated in the following way.
Three friends in Rome were in the habit of communicating to
one another what they heard from persons intimately acquainted
with the proceedings of the Council. Belonging as they did to
different stations and different classes of life, and having already
become familiar, before the opening of the Council, through long
residence in Rome, with the state of things and with persons
there, and being in free and daily intercourse with some members
of the Council, they were very favourably situated for giving a
true report as well of the proceedings as of the views of those
who took part in it. Their letters were addressed to a friend in
Germany, who added now and then historical explanations to
elucidate the course of events, and then forwarded them to the
Allgemeine Zeitung.

Much the authors of these Letters could only communicate,
because the Bishops themselves, from whose mouth or hand they
obtained their materials, were desirous of securing publicity for
them in this way, That there should be occasional inaccuracies
of detail in matters of subordinate importance was inevitable
in drawing up reports which had to be composed as the events
occurred, and not seldom had only rumours or conjectures to rest
upon. But on the whole we can safely affirm that no substantial
error has crept in, and that these reports supply as faithful a
portrait as can be given of this Council, so eventful in its bearings
on the future history of the Catholic Church, and not only
conscientiously exhibit its outward course, but in some degree
unveil those more secret and hidden movements whereby the
definition of the new dogma of infallibility was brought about. If
it were necessary here to adduce testimonies for the truth of these
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reports, we might appeal to the actual sequence of events, which
has so often and so clearly confirmed our predictions and our
estimate of the persons concerned and their motives, as well as
to the Letters and other works of the Bishops, whether published
with or without their names.

This collection of Letters then is the best authority for the
history of the Vatican Council. No later historian of the Council
will be able to dispense with them, and the Liberal Catholic
Opposition, whose ecclesiastical conscience protests against the
imposition of dogmas effected by all kinds of crooked arts and
appliances of force, will find here the most serviceable weapons
for combating the legitimacy of the Council.

In order to preserve the original character of the Letters, as a
chronicle accurately reflecting the opinions and feelings of the
Bishops of the minority, they are published now in a complete
collection without any change, with the exception of a few
corrections here and there in a foot-note. Some articles from the
Allgemeine Zeitung are prefixed to the Letters, which have an
important bearing on the previous history of the Council;! and
an appendix is subjoined containing documents partly serving to
throw a further light on the history of the Council and partly to
corroborate our statements.

September 1870.

LTIt may be well to add, to preclude misconceptions, that both Letters and
Articles are exclusively the work of Catholics.—TR.{FNS]
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Views of the Council. (Allgemeine
Zeitung, May 20, 1869.)

Cardinal Antonelli is said on good authority to have replied
very lately to the question of the ambassador of a Northern
Government, that it is certainly intended to have the dogma
of Papal Infallibility proclaimed at the ensuing Council; and,
moreover, as this has long been the belief of all good Catholics,
that there would be no difficulty about the definition. It by no
means follows, if this report is correct, that the importance of
the new principle of faith to be created is not well understood at
Rome. The Civilta Cattolica leaves no room for doubt that one
of its principal effects is already distinctly kept in view, and that
a further principle, which again must involve an indefinite series
of consequences, is being deliberately aimed at.? In the number
for April 3, it has spoken with full approval, with reference to the
approaching Council, of the famous Bull of Boniface vii., Unam
Sanctam, doubly confirmed by Papal authority, and addressed
as a supreme decision on faith to the whole ecclesiastical world,
and treats it as self-evident that all the contents of the Bull, with
other doctrinal decrees issued throughout the Church, will come
into full force after the Council, and thenceforth form the basis

2 The weight to be attached to the Civilta on all questions connected with the
Council may be gathered from the Brief of Pius IX.{FNS of Feb. 12, 1866,
printed in the Civilta, Serie vi. vol. vi. pp. 7-15. The Pope declares that this
journal, expressly intrusted with the defence of religion and with teaching and
disseminating the authority and claims of the Roman See, is to be written and
edited by a special staff to be named by the General of the Jesuits, who are to
have a special house and revenues of their own. The previous censorship, as
is known in Rome, is exercised with particular care, so that nothing appears
without the approbation of the Curia.



of Catholic doctrine on the relations of Church and State. The
maxims that will have to be adopted, as well by the learned as
in popular instruction, when once Papal Infallibility has been
defined, are these:—

The two powers, the temporal and spiritual, are in the hands
of the Church, i.e. the Pope, who permits the former to be
administered by kings and others, but only under his guidance
and during his good pleasure (ad nutum et potentiam sacerdotis).
It belongs to the spiritual power, according to the Divine
commission and plenary jurisdiction bestowed on Peter, to
appoint, and, if cause arise, to judge the temporal; and whoever
opposes its regulations rebels against the ordinance of God.

In a word, the absolute dominion of the Church over the State
will next year come into force as a principle of Catholic faith, and
become a factor to be reckoned with by every Commonwealth
or State that has Catholic inhabitants; and by “Church” in this
system must always be understood the Pope, and the Bishops
who act under absolute control of the Pope.

From the moment therefore when Papal Infallibility is
proclaimed by the Council, the relations of all Governments
to the Church are fundamentally changed. The Roman See is
brought into the same position towards other States which it
now occupies towards Italy in regard to the provinces formerly
belonging to the States of the Church. All States find themselves,
strictly speaking, in an attitude of permanent revolt against their
lawful and divinely ordained suzerain, the Pope. He indeed on
his side can and will tolerate much which properly ought not
to be—for it has long been recognised in Rome that right, even
though divine, by no means implies the duty of always exercising
it. In numberless cases silence will be observed, or some such
formula adopted as that of the Austrian Concordat, art. 14:
“Temporum ratione habita Sua Sanctitas haud impedit,” etc. But
that must only be understood “during good behaviour,” or so long
as the times do not change or it seems expedient. In conscience
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6 Letters From Rome on the Council

every Catholic is bound to be guided, in the first instance, in
political and social questions, by the directions or known will of
his supreme lord and master the Pope, and of course, in the event
of a conflict between his own Government and the Papal, to side
with the latter. No Government therefore can hereafter count
on the loyalty and obedience of its Catholic subjects, unless its
measures and acts are such as to secure the sanction, or agreement
of the Pope. As to non-Catholic Governments, moreover, the
former declarations of Popes against heretical princes, which
receive fresh life from the dogma of Infallibility, come into full
force. If it is already a common complaint that in countries
where the Government or the majority are Protestant, Catholics
are treated with suspicion when they take any part in the service
of the State, and are purposely excluded from the higher and
more important posts, how will this be after the Council?



The Future Council. (Allg. Zeit.,
June 11, 1869.)

We have received the following interesting information from a
trustworthy person, who is returned to Germany after a long
sojourn in Rome, where he was in a position, among other
things, to get to know the projects for the Council. The relations
of Pius ix. to the Civilta may be fully understood from the
fact—attested by the officials of the Chancery—that the editors
are regularly admitted to an audience with the Holy Father, like
the prime minister, usually once a week, never less often than
every fortnight. At these audiences the manuscripts prepared for
the next number are laid before the Pope, who reads them, and,
according to his interest in the contents, comments on them or
returns them unaltered to the Chancery. The ideas of the Civilta
are therefore not only not unknown to the Pope, but are published
with his express and personal approval. The chosen model of
Pius IX. is Gregory vii., and his favourite notion is to discharge
that role in the present Church which Gregory did in the middle
ages. He is therefore thoroughly given up to theocratic tendencies
in the contest against the modern State, and the attacks of the
Civiltd upon it and the whole system of modern civilisation
express his innermost thoughts. Even the General of the Jesuits
is said often to be uneasy about the language used by members of
his Order in their journal, and unable to avoid the apprehension
that it may seriously prejudice the Order hereafter.

In the Chancery, where Antonelli's confidant Mgr. Marini
revises the Civilta, it very seldom happens that any alterations
are made in the articles, partly because the Cardinal Secretary of
State would at no price get into bad odour with the Jesuits. Only
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the record of contemporary events (Cronaca Contemporanea) is
submitted pro forma to the Dominican Spada, the Master of the
Palace, for inspection. But although there can be no shadow of
doubt that in all its utterances about the approaching Council the
Civilta, is simply the organ of the Holy Father himself, Antonelli
does not cease to give the most reassuring answers to questions
addressed to him on the subject by the various diplomatic agents.
Rome, he assures them, will not take the initiative in making
either the propositions of the Syllabus or Papal Infallibility into
dogmas. Many representatives of foreign Governments have
been deceived by these declarations, and have written home in
that sense, the immediate consequence of which was seen in
the reception accorded in some Courts to the despatch of the
Bavarian Government. But they will not allow at Rome that
they mean themselves to give the first impulse for these solemn
dogmatic decisions. That only proves the confidence felt in the
Vatican that a considerable number of the Bishops will come
forward to demand it. It is a secret already pretty well published
in Rome, how the play is to be put on the stage, and who is to
be the protagonist. Nor does any one there venture seriously to
deny the fact that a version of the Syllabus, composed by Father
Schrader, at the wish of the Pope himself, changing its negative
theses into positive, is already drawn up.

Archbishop Manning and Cardinal Reisach are the leading
persons in all these designs. Reisach,® who is accounted in
Rome a man of eminent learning and wisdom, and who always
manifests the most unbounded devotion to the Pope, takes an
unfavourable view of German affairs. It was through him that
Dr. Mast, well known through what occurred at Rottenburg,
was placed on two of the preparatory Commissions (Politico-
Ecclesiastica and De Disciplind Ecclesia) as consultor. So
again, he has sought out Moufang of Mayence and Molitor of

% [Cardinal Reisach was absent at the opening of the Council, and died soon
afterwards, Dec. 26, 1869, in Savoy.—TR.{FNS]
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Spires, for his own Congregation, because he presumes them
to be like-minded with himself. The general rule in selecting
persons for the preliminary work has been to consider their
devotion to the cause, not their scientific capabilities. First
among them, in the directing Congregation of Cardinals, must
be named Bilio, who never loses an opportunity in conversation
of eloquently extolling Papal Infallibility. To the same class
belongs Panebianco, a zealous friend of the extremest claims of
the Bourbons. Neither of them is known for learned labours of any
note, as neither are Barnabo and the aged Patrizzi, who is named
President of this Congregation merely on account of his name
and age. Among the domestic consultors of the Commission on
dogma, known in literature, and as its very soul, sits the Jesuit
Perrone, who is become indispensable to the Pope; then comes
Spada, the Dominican, Master of the Palace, who gained his
theological reputation by a controversial treatise in defence of
eternal punishment; Cardoni, who exhibited his strong views in
a work advocating the obligation of religious when named to
bishoprics still to live according to the rules of their Order;
and finally, Bartolini, who has vindicated the identity of the
Holy House of Loretto with the house of the Blessed Virgin at
Nazareth—all simply men of the most rigid type. Among those
employed in these preliminary labours, Professor Biondo, of St.
Apollinare, excels all the rest, if in nothing else, in his conviction
that true devotion to the Church can only be found in Italy. We
may take as a significant illustration of the method of choosing
foreign consultors, the appointment of Mgr. Talbot for England,
who, when appointed, was out of his mind, and has now been
for four months in a lunatic asylum. Among the French who are
invited the Abbé Freppel appears to be the most moderate. But
even in Rome there are many clergymen, and even Cardinals,
who do not conceal their opinion that with such designs the
Council will be an embarrassment for Rome, and a danger for
the Church. But nothing of this comes to the ear of the supreme
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authority, nor would information of it directly conveyed to the
Pope be likely to effect any change. Even the Curia measures
the sentiment of the Catholic world by the homage paid to the
Pope, and therefore the solemnity can only encourage them in
their designs about the Council. It is sometimes feared that the
French Bishops may give trouble; any opposition on the part of
secular governments is not taken into account, for the Curia has
completely broken with the modern State, and has systematically
ignored it both in the project and the proclamation of the Council,
while according to the precedent of nearly all former Ecumenical
Synods, an understanding should have been come to with the
Catholic States as to the time and place of holding it, and the
subjects to be discussed. The separation of Church and State
in this last procedure is the act of Rome, although the opposite
theory is sanctioned in the Syllabus. Anything like a literary and
scientific opposition, or a movement among the laity, such as has
here and there begun to show itself, is regarded in the Vatican as
a mere tempest in a tea-cup.



Prince Hohenlohe and the Council.
(Allg. Zeit., June 20 and 21, 1869.)

In former times, the assembling of an Ecumenical Council
was caused by a general sense throughout the Catholic world
of some religious need, whether the definition of an article of
faith or the abolition of grave evils and abuses—in short, a
reformation—was felt to be necessary. It was universally known
what questions the Council was to treat of. The sovereigns
communicated, for this end, with the heads of the Church and the
Pope, and brought forward their own wishes and requirements,
as at the last Gcumenical Council of Trent, which had at least
to be taken into consideration. But how entirely different is
this Council under Pius i1x.! Already, in 1854, an episcopal
assembly, at Rome, raised to the dignity of a dogma the thesis
of a theological school of the middle ages, combated even by
Thomas Aquinas, but which happens to have become a favourite
opinion of the Pope, although no ground had been discovered
for this new article of faith in any want of the religious life
which the Church has to cultivate. And this was done against
the judgment of a considerable number of the prelates who were
consulted, without any basis for the doctrine being able to be
found in Scripture and Tradition, by the acclamations of the
assembled bishops—after a fashion, that is, in which no dogma
had ever been defined before. The Abbé Laborde, who craved
permission to lay his objections before the assembly, received
for answer his banishment from Rome, and the name of another
priest was subscribed to the Bull proclaiming the dogma without
his knowledge or consent, so that he found himself compelled to
protest publicly against it. In view of these facts, and under the

[011]
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just anticipation that at the approaching Council the dominant
party in Rome will be equally tyrannical in their treatment of
dissentients,—it is already reported that three members of the
present Commission, who are opposed to Jesuit tendencies and
practices, have been suffered to retire—several distinguished
heads of the Church have renounced the idea of delivering their
testimony there. And how is this Council the outcome of any
urgent requirements of the Church's life, and does Catholic
Christendom know what end it is designed to serve, and what
is to be expected of it? Nothing of the sort. The necessity of
the Council, if it will not put its hand to a reformation of the
Church, in accordance with the needs of modern civilisation, is
not everywhere understood by the clergy themselves. Only this
winter wishes were loudly expressed by some of them that its
assembling might be dispensed with, considering the position
of the Church in Austria and Spain; but in the Holy Father's
state of exaltation on the subject these wishes could have no
effect. Then again,—what is perhaps without precedent in all
Church history—the the matters to be treated of in the Council
have been carefully kept secret; the Bull of Indiction confines
itself to vague generalities, and the theologians employed in
the preliminary labours were bound to silence by the oath of
the Holy Office,—i.e., the Inquisition—imposed under pain of
excommunication to be incurred ipso facto. It seems not to be
necessary, therefore, at least for the present, that Christendom
should have even any inkling of the doctrines on the acceptance
or rejection of which salvation or damnation is to be made
dependent.

It is not the satisfaction of real religious needs that is
contemplated—there would be no need to shun publicity in
that case—but chartering dogmas which have no root in the
common convictions of the Catholic world. Leibnitz used to call
even the Council of Trent a “concile de contrabande;” the way in
which this last Council is to be brought on the stage would make
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the designation for the first time fully applicable.

If these circumstances alone are enough to make Governments
that have Catholic subjects suspicious of the designs of the Curia,
there are also further proofs that their designs are not confined
to strictly ecclesiastical affairs, but involve direct encroachment
on the life of the modern State. Not to dwell here on the
too open-hearted confidences of the Civilta, which, although
published with the approval of the Holy Father himself, have
been characterized by him as an “imprudenza,”* we will pass to
other facts which sufficiently indicate the projected decrees of
the Council.

To the inquiries of ambassadors about the reasons for
summoning a General Council, Antonelli could only reply by
referring to the great revolution and fundamental change in civil
and political relations. It may be inferred from this declaration
that the Council is intended to discharge a political office also,
and in what sense, Rome has told us in the Syllabus and the
condemnation of the Austrian Constitution. For this object an
ecclesiastico-political consulting committee has been formed,
subordinate to the Commission intrusted with the supreme
control of the Council, with Cardinal Reisach at its head, and
whose Italian members are as conspicuous for their want of
scientific culture as for their opposition to any concession to
the requirements of the age, and their hostility to all foreign
countries, and especially to the non-Roman portions of Italy.
The Syllabus will be put into shape in its affirmative form
by this Section, in order thus to be submitted for sanction to
the Council. One of its members lately expressed himself in
the following terms, with the applause of his colleagues and
of the Holy Father himself:—*“The Syllabus is good, but raw
meat, and must be carefully dressed to make it palatable.” This
skilful dressing, which is to make it everywhere acceptable, it

4 [See Introduction to The Pope and the Council, pp. 1-4.—TR.{FNS]
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is hoped to effect by publishing the propositions in the form of
exhortations, instead of commands, which, however, will come
to the same thing, as the exhortations emanate from the head of
the Church.

It is with good reason that Prince Hohenlohe, in his despatch,
expresses the fear that the Council, according to the programme
of the Curia, will publish decrees on political rather than
ecclesiastical questions, and he rightly states that the projected
dogma of Papal Infallibility is also an eminently political
question. For when once that is defined, the medigval pretension
of the Pope to dominion over kings and nations, even in secular
matters, which has never been abandoned, is thereby also raised
to the rank of an article of divine faith. Thiers lately made
the remarkable observation that the temporal power alone holds
the Pope in check;—a monk, who was Pope, would think
himself omnipotent. Certainly, without the temporal power, the
maintenance of which depends on the goodwill of the French
Government, and the administration of which keeps the Pope
within a political area, he would give freer rein, when it was
possible, to his views of the corruption of the modern State. Once
seat a monk on the Papal throne, as many have already sat there,
unacquainted with the actual world, and in heart alienated from
it, and arm him with the prerogative of infallibility,—his decrees
in the present condition of society are sure to evoke the most
deplorable conflicts.

The ultramontane press in Germany, which is itself beginning
to find the decisions sketched out by the Civilta intolerable,
now adopts the tactics of denying the official character of the
Jesuit journal, and clings to the straw of hope that neither Papal
Infallibility nor the Syllabus will be made dogmas. But it is no
secret in Rome that those alarming communications of the Civilta
were letters written by French Jesuits, prepared and published
with the sanction of the Holy Father himself, and cannot therefore
be treated as mere chance contributions of private correspondents.
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For several years past the Court of Rome, with the aid of
its indefatigable allies the Jesuits, has been preparing the way
for securing beforehand the votes of the Bishops on Papal
Infallibility. Thus some years ago the Bishops of different
countries received, quite unexpectedly, an urgent admonition
from Rome to hold Provincial Synods, and frame decrees at
them. These decrees had to be sent to Rome, to the Congregation
exclusively charged with the revision of such ordinances, and
were then returned, after correction and enlargement by the
Cardinals and Committees of the Congregation. When they
came to be printed, it was found that all these Synods had
shown a wonderful unanimity in adopting Papal Infallibility as a
self-evident principle into their exposition of universally known
Catholic doctrine. The Jesuit organs have not failed to point
triumphantly to these decisions of so many Bishops and Synods.

It is a fact that Antonelli publicly declared there could be no
difficulty about the promulgation of Papal Infallibility, because
it was a doctrine already held by all good Catholics. And this
is the watchword of the whole ultramontane party at Rome. It
is also a fact that the question was brought before the directing
Commission in order to be put into shape, and then submitted for
confirmation to the Council. And although it is certain that the
discussion of it by the Commission is finished, the decision will
be carefully kept secret for a time, because as yet courage fails
them for a straightforward course of procedure, and they hope to
gain their end by a sort of coup d'état, viz., carrying the dogma
by spontaneous acclamation, to be evoked by a foreign prelate.’
And thus Governments will be deprived of the opportunity of
gaining any influence over the decisions of the Council, and
protecting themselves against threatening eventualities.

Well-informed persons, who do not deny the intention of
making Infallibility into a dogma, think that some innocuous

® [Cf. The Pope and the Council, p. 6.—TR.{FNS]
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formula will at last be discovered, such as prefixing a “quasi” to
“infallibilis,” so that all the trouble expended in gratifying this
darling wish of Pius ix. will be almost labour lost. But so long
as the decision rests with the Jesuits, who have an overwhelming
majority in the preparatory Congregation, there is no ground for
this hope. They foresee the possibility of being again driven
from the helm a few days after the death of the Pope, and
therefore press for an unqualified definition, that they may make
capital out of the infallible Pope for conquering a new position
of influence for themselves in civilized Catholic countries. And
if they could not reckon without some regard to other factors
also, still their calculations had a good prospect of success, for
Pius 1x. is completely in the hands of the Jesuits, especially of
Father Piccirillo, the chief person on the Civilta staff, who will
act as spiritus rector of the Council. The Pope is seldom left
alone, lest he should fall under the influence of others who judge
more correctly of the situation of the modern world and the real
wants of the Catholic Church; he lives in an artificial atmosphere
of homage poured forth by the ultramontane journals. He is so
possessed with a sense of his own power that he believes he
ought not to regard or fear any possible opposition of the French
Government to the decisions of the Council.

Meanwhile there are growing signs that at least a portion of
the French episcopate are not willing to degrade themselves to
the humiliating réle of mere acclaimers to the propositions of
the Curia. In two articles of the Francais (for March 18 and
19) Dupanloup has already decisively disclaimed sympathy with
the tendencies and insinuations loudly expressed in the notorious
correspondence of the Civilta. He gives a specimen of the hopes
and wishes about the Council intimated by the French Bishops
in their pastorals, where he shows that they are all far from
expecting it to assail political and social liberty and freedom
of conscience, to condemn modern civilisation and widen the
breach between the Catholic Church and other Christian bodies,
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by proclaiming new dogmas; but, on the contrary, that they
look for a reformation of Church discipline adapted to the age,
and a work of general reconciliation with the great ideas of
cultivation, freedom, and the common weal. These declarations
of the French episcopate excited great surprise and deep disgust
at Rome, without, however, to all appearance, having disturbed
the Curia in their plans, as they know from the statistics that they
can count on an imposing majority in the Council.

Seats are prepared for 850 Bishops at the Council, but the
question whether Bishops in partibus are to have decisive votes
is not yet decided. Since, however, their admission will not
materially affect the relative position of the two parties, they may
be left out of the account. To these voting members of the Council
must be added 57 Cardinals, and the number might be raised
before its opening to 72, by the bestowal of the 15 hats vacant at
present. There are thus about 920 decisive votes, including 40
Italian Cardinals, 294 Italian Bishops, 66 Spanish, 22 Portuguese,
90 French,—in all 512 prelates of the Romance race in Europe, to
whom must be added 77 Brazilian, Mexican, and South American
Bishops, raising the whole Romance representation to 600 votes.
From this number about 60 must be deducted for vacant Italian
Sees, and some 140 who may presumably be unable to attend.
And so about 400 are left, whose votes, with the exception of
a number of French Bishops, are counted upon by the Curia.
The Court also reckons on the votes of 48 from England and
Ireland, 52 from North America, 20 from Greece and Turkey,
6 from Belgium, 5 from Holland, and 16 from Canada. If the
Polish and Russian Bishops are allowed to come, they too will
swell the majority; and so, it is believed, will the Armenian
and Uniate Bishops in Austria, Russia, and Bulgaria, numbering
about 40. Of the 65 German and Austrian Bishops scarcely half
will side with the Opposition. And so, if matters are to be settled
by majorities, the Curia is fully assured of its victory. Cardinal
Antonelli counts on from 500 to 600 votes of those actually
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present.

Under these circumstances the Governments of countries with
Catholic populations should be urgently pressed to devote their
serious attention to what is already going on in Rome, and
not to let themselves be taken by surprise by the decrees of
the Council, which, when once promulgated, will place their
subjects in a painful dilemma between their duties towards the
State and their obedience to the Church; will everywhere create
disquiet and conflicts; and must, above all, involve their Bishops
in contradictions with the Constitutions they have sworn to
observe. In the present difficulties of the general political and
social situation in Europe, a conflict in the highest degree fatal
might ensue with the Church, whose mission of culture is not
yet diminished even for the time, and whose co-operation for its
own purposes the State cannot dispense with. In this contest the
Church cannot conquer, because the spirit of the age is against
her; but the very crash of so mighty an edifice would cover and
destroy with its ruins the institutions of the State itself, perplex
consciences, and entail universal mischief by for the first time
fully confirming the spirit of absolute negation of the ethical and
ideal conception of life. The proceedings of Prince Hohenlohe
may have sprung from this statesmanlike consideration; they are
inspired by a friendly spirit towards the Church herself, and are
of a thoroughly loyal character. He wishes the Governments
openly to communicate with their Bishops, in order to point
out to them the deplorable consequences which must follow
from so premeditated and systematic a revolution of the existing
relations between Church and State, and also, while there is
still time, to take precautions against the event of conciliar
decrees encroaching on the political domain. He challenges the
learned corporations of the State most directly competent, to
give their opinion publicly as to the practical results involved in
making the Syllabus and Papal Infallibility into dogmas. This
proceeding is far from being premature, for it is the business of
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a statesman not only to legislate in view of accomplished facts,
but to provide for menacing dangers, nor will his conduct be
blamed by any true friend of Church and State, whose faculty
of judgment is not utterly blinded by hatred. The repressive
measures which Governments would be compelled to employ
after the promulgation of the contemplated dogmas would not
be at all in the interest of the Church. Suppose, for instance,
freedom of conscience, already condemned in the Syllabus, were
anathematized by the Council, and the doctrine of religious
compulsion sanctioned, the Bavarian Bishops who had assented
to this decree, or wished to obey it, would have broken their oath
to the Constitution, the Constitution which guarantees freedom of
conscience would be under the ban of Rome, and the Government
would have to answer by publishing the Concordat.

[024]



[025]

The Council. (Allg. Zeit., Aug. 19,
1869.)

If the present situation in regard to the Council is considered,
the triumph of the Jesuit ultramontane party there appears highly
probable. The demonstration of the Rhenish Catholics has as yet
assumed no larger dimensions, and will evidently gain nothing by
the projected Catholic meeting at Diisseldorf; for not only is red-
hot ultramontanism a decisive obstacle, but the widely growing
and deepening religious indifference hinders men from taking
any part in movements based on a spirit of loyalty to the Church.
In Rome, accordingly, little notice is taken of the movement, and
satisfaction is felt at the prospect of expelling this mischievous
liberal element from the Church, because then it is hoped the
kernel which remains true may be more boldly dealt with. Our
German ultramontane press, which lost no time in making a bitter
and contemptuous attack on the address of the Rhenish Catholics,
is therein only the exponent of the mind of the Curia. Meanwhile
the German Bishops are preparing themselves to commit an act
of doctrinal and ecclesiastical suicide, by renouncing for ever
their long obscured but not as yet surrendered rank and authority
as supreme judges of faith.> Two of them, Bishops Ketteler of
Mayence and Fessler of St. Pdlten, have already pronounced in
separate works for the infallibility of the Pope.

The diplomatic action of Prince Hohenlohe in regard to the
Council has indeed created for the time a sensation, which still
continues among the States interested in the matter, and which
eventually culminated in the desire to obtain further information

® These fears, as is well known, were not realized at Fulda.
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about the propositions to be submitted for the acceptance of
the assembled Bishops, but even the representative of France
has been baffled by the arts of the Curia. When, in June,
M. Banneville put the decisive question whether they were not
prepared to deny the alarming rumours as to the propositions
to be laid before the Council, and to take immediate steps for
facilitating the representation of Catholic States in the Council
through ambassadors of their own, Antonelli replied that he
had no knowledge of what was going on in the Commissions,
but as to the second point, the Church in her present changed
relations with Catholic States, which sometimes persecute her
and sometimes put her on an equality with other religious bodies,
could not take the initiative. M. Banneville, who had simply
spoken of the presence of an ambassador at the Council, but
had said nothing of his rights, stated that this conversation had
“profoundly humiliated him.” Thenceforth the Court of Rome
was the more confirmed in its resolve to keep out diplomatists
from the Council. To an indirect question as to the admission
of an ambassador from non-Catholic States, which have a large
Catholic population, an instant negative was returned. The
quarrel of the Austrian Government with the Bishop of Linz has
given a further impulse in the same direction, for then Antonelli
began to declare more openly that it was indeed possible, but not
likely, that any ambassadors would be admitted, till now at last
he makes no secret of its being out of the question for Rome,
under existing circumstances, to think of allowing Governments
to be represented. It would not be feasible, he opines, to admit
France alone, and what other Catholic States are there that
have not already disqualified themselves for taking part in the
Council? Thus by degrees France too is gently thrust aside with
her inquiries and demands, and the only question is whether
Napoleon's Government will be content with this. Unless the
clerical party in France itself causes the Emperor to assume an
attitude of opposition to the Jesuit ultramontane programme of
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the Council, there is not much to be expected from him, since in
view of the internal difficulties his Government at present has to
contend with, he is obliged to take that party into account as an
important factor in his calculations.

The Jesuits work assiduously in France, as well as Germany,
to form a propaganda for the projected dogmas, and to familiarize
men's minds with the idea that absolute certainty and inerrancy
are only to be found with one man, viz., the Pope. Bouix in Paris,
and Christophe at Lyons, have, with the Monde, and Univers,
already most urgently inculcated on the Bishops what “good
Catholics” expect of them in regard to the acclamation. But,
with the exception of the Bishop of Nimes, none of them have
openly adhered to the Jesuit programme of the Council; on the
contrary, the attitude of the French episcopate is perhaps at this

hour the only black speck on the horizon of the Curia. And
in fact with them rests the decision in the present ecclesiastical
crisis. To the French episcopate it belongs to show that they still
preserve the great traditions of internal freedom in the Church,
newly brought to light since the mediaeval reforming Councils
by French theologians, and thenceforth always conspicuously
represented among them, and that they are filled with the spirit of
Bossuet, who did not confound loyalty to the Church with blind
devotion to unfounded claims of the Pope, but understood it to
mean, above all things, loyalty to the ancient spirit and original
institution of the Church.

But there are good grounds for hoping that at least a majority
of the French Bishops will constitute a free-spoken opposition
at the Council; the two French theologians Freppel and Trullet,
as well as Cardinal Bonnechose, are said to have exercised a
most powerful influence in this direction.” The latter openly
complains that words of moderation are not listened to in Rome,
and that, up to this time, giving any definite declarations of a

" The Cardinal's subsequent attitude has not justified this hope. Freppel too,
as Bishop-designate of Anjou, has now declared himself for the infallibilists.
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reassuring nature has been avoided. He is understood to have
said plainly that the great majority of the French episcopate
wished to keep peace with the State, and would lend no hand to
the sanctioning of extreme tendencies. It is even rumoured that
a collective remonstrance of the French Bishops on the notions
prevalent at Rome is already contemplated, but has not yet been
able to be carried out on account of some hesitation about the
mode of action. Much may be hoped from Dupanloup's attitude
at the Council; in him freedom of discussion and voting is sure
to find a representative equally bold and eloquent.

But even the opposition of the French Bishops will produce no
results, if the decisions of the Council are to depend on majorities,
for there can be no doubt that Rome may safely count on the great
majority upholding her designs. We should have a repetition of
what occurred in the Doctrinal Commission, when the question
of Infallibility came before it, and a Monsignore and titular
Bishop, residing in Rome, produced a memorial intended to
prove that this high prerogative of the Pope had been the abiding
faith of the Church all along, and arguing from this belief for the
opportuneness of promulgating the new dogma, on the ground
especially, among others, that at no period had the Bishops been
so devoted to the Holy See as now. It is natural to expect of men
so submissive, and so ready to follow every hint of the Papal
will, that they should joyfully seize the occasion for offering this
grand homage also to the Pope. This was so conclusive to the
Committee that they all decided at once, without any discussion,
for the promulgation of the new dogma. Only one of the two
German theologians, Alzog of Freiburg, opposed it; Schwetz of
Vienna, on the other hand, fully agreed. For Rome, therefore,
the question is settled, and whoever is otherwise minded at once
forfeits his character for Catholic orthodoxy.

Nor is there any more doubt about making the Syllabus
dogmatic, for Roman prelates, who wish to have the character
of being very enlightened, openly affirm that the propositions
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contained in it might already be regarded as dogmas. And
it is stated on the best authority, even by high dignitaries
themselves, that the whole of the seventeen questions laid before
the assembled episcopate by Cardinal Caterini at the time of the
Centenary, are to come before the Council for discussion, on the
basis of the opinions then transmitted by the Bishops to Rome.
And as a considerable number of these questions concern the
relations of Church and State—e.g., civil marriage, the relations
of Bishops to the civil power, etc.,—it is clear enough what credit
is to be given to the assurances that the Council will not deal
with any matter that could involve the Church in conflict with
the State. It was found almost necessary, after public opinion had
been alarmed by the Civilta, to change the method of procedure.
It was either expressly denied that the Council would deal with
such matters as the Civilta had indicated, or it was said that
even in Rome what subjects would come on for discussion and
decision was unknown, since the intentions of the Bishops, at
present scattered over all parts of the world, were not known,
and on the general ground that the decisions of a Council acting
under Divine guidance cannot be conjectured beforehand. As
if the recent Provincial Synods, and the answers of the Bishops
to the questions laid before them by Caterini, had not supplied
Rome with a perfectly clear understanding of their views! As
if it was not notorious that the work the Council was desired
to accomplish had been already cut out for it in detail in the
preparatory Congregations!

Now, at length, if we may trust a communication dated from
Rome in the Donau Zeitung, the authorities seem inclined to
abandon this system of playing at hide-and-seek with the public,
and find it necessary, in some measure at least, to lift the mask
from their designs for the Council. Pius ix. himself is said no
longer to make any secret of his intention to bring forward the
question of Infallibility; but he declares that the Council will be
left entirely free in discussing and deciding on it, and that it will
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only be raised to a dogma if a large majority pronounce for it.
And with this agrees a recent statement of Antonelli, made in the
teeth of his earlier declarations, that the Holy Father will meet
the Council with positive proposals of his own, and that no doubt
can be allowed as to the acceptance of his authority. This last
clause shows what is meant in Rome by the so-called freedom to
be enjoyed by the Council. If then that freedom is all of a sudden
pointedly dwelt on, this is only one of the devices of the Curia
for hoodwinking public opinion, just as eminent theologians of
liberal tendencies were summoned to the previous Commissions,
which were none the less occupied with duties of a precisely
opposite kind.

It may be conceived that loyal but far-sighted Catholics, like
Montalembert, are profoundly afflicted at the course things are
taking in questions of decisive interest for the authority and
the whole future of the Church, The religious indifference of
the age will prevent any open schism in the Catholic Church,
but the internal apostasy will be all the more extensive. All
modern culture will separate itself in spirit from the Church,
which has nothing but anathemas for the development of the
human mind. And when an Ecumenical Council, which is
the highest teaching authority in the Church, degenerates into
the instrument of an extreme party, and sanctions doctrines in
glaring contradiction to the teaching and history of the Church,
the very foundation on which the confidence of faith has hitherto
reposed is undermined and destroyed. And thus the ever growing
rejection of Christianity will be powerfully strengthened, so that
even believing Protestants watch with sorrow an Ecumenical
Council preparing to compromise its authority. Very different,
of course, is the view of men like Manning and Ward, who
fancy the definition of Papal Infallibility will be a short and easy
way for restoring their countrymen to the bosom of the Catholic
Church. Pius 1x. himself is indeed convinced that he is only
building up the Church and crowning her work in placing the
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dogma of Infallibility on it as a cupola.

It has been thought fit by statesmen to exercise no constraint
on the designs of the Curia, but to await its decisions, and
afterwards, if they should be menacing to political interests,
to employ measures of repression. This conduct cannot, of
course, accord with the mind of believing Catholics who are
not ultramontanes, as it leaves their obligations towards those
articles of faith untouched, and cannot annul the definitions
for their consciences. But the question arises, whether from a
political point of view this expedient must not be pronounced
a mistake. Consider the dangerous influence conciliar decrees
provoking hostility against the modern State and its civilisation
may exert on those numerous classes, which are always in the
hands of the clergy, and form an important factor in the life of
the State. Consider, again, what is to be expected in this respect
of a clergy who, as everything serves to indicate, will hereafter
more than ever before be alienated from all modern culture, on
the express ground of the decrees of the approaching Council,
educated in a spirit of hostility to the State, and made into a
mere passive instrument of Rome. It is difficult to exaggerate
the conflicts between Church and State that may be expected to
follow.



The Fulda Pastoral. (Allg. Zeit.,
Sept. 25, 1869.)

The Pastoral which the Bishops assembled at Fulda ordered
to be read in all the Churches under their jurisdiction is an
important document. It reflects the excited and abnormal state
of feeling prevalent among Catholics, since the Jesuits, and
some Prelates allied with them, have announced the design of
using the Council for proclaiming new dogmas, especially that
of Papal Infallibility. “Even among loyal and zealous members
of the Church,” say the Bishops, “anxieties calculated to weaken
confidence are being excited.” The object and main substance
of their Pastoral is directed to allaying those anxieties, and
assuring German Catholics that their Bishops at least will not
assent to the projected dogmas. They have solemnly pledged
their word, before the whole nation, that they will avouch at the
Council the three following principles—first, “That the Council
can establish no new dogmas, or any others than are written by
faith and conscience on all your (German Catholics’) hearts;”
secondly, “That a General Council never will or can proclaim
a new doctrine not contained in Holy Scripture or Apostolic
Tradition;” thirdly, That only “the old and original truth will be
set in clearer light.”

This indeed is very re-assuring. The Jesuits have proclaimed
that the bodily Assumption of the Holy Virgin and the Infallibility
of the Pope are to be made dogmas at the Council. The Bishops
are aware that the two Jesuit organs, the Civilta, and Rheinischen
Stimmen, from the Monastery of Laach, as well as the Archbishop
of Mechlin (Deschamps), and Bishop Plantier of Nimes, have
put forward the erection of Papal Infallibility into a dogma of the
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Universal Church. Moreover, the assembly at Fulda knew well
enough that the preliminary materials for this definition were
already prepared at Rome. Now nobody will seriously maintain
that these two opinions are written by faith and conscience on the
heart of every Catholic, or are doctrines contained in Scripture
and Tradition, and ancient and original truths. The Pastoral
therefore contains a promise, worded with all the distinctness
that could be desired, that, so far as it depends on the votes of the
German Bishops, the yoke of the new articles of faith shall not
be laid on the German nation.

The German Bishops cannot of course pledge themselves
beforehand for the whole Council, for they will have at most
only about 25 votes at their disposal—a small number in an
assembly of 400 or 500 bishops. But if these 25 votes, which
represent nearly eighteen million Catholics, and the whole of a
great nation, remain united and firm, they are a guarantee that
the new dogmas will not be decreed. For it is not majorities
or minorities that decide on dogmas, but the Church requires
the actual or approximate unanimity of the whole assembly.
And it may be assumed as probable that the Austrian Bishops
will not separate themselves from their German colleagues in
these weighty questions, except, of course, the Bishop of St.
Polten, who already openly declares himself for the principal
new dogma, and will therefore no doubt vote for it. It may,
moreover, be confidently asserted that a considerable portion
of the French Bishops will unite with the German Opposition
against the new dogmas. And an Opposition so numerous and so
compact will make it impossible for the Latin Prelates to carry
through their pet doctrines, powerful as they may appear, if their
votes are counted and not weighed.

From another point of view, too, the Pastoral is noteworthy and
gratifying. It markedly discountenances that pessimism which
for some thirty years past has characterized Papal documents,
and which gave occasion to the observation that Pius 1x. and
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his predecessor whine whenever they talk Latin. Occurrences
in Italy, Spain, and Germany, and the history of the Austrian
Concordat, with many other things, have led most of the clerical
organs to take a gloomy view of the state of the world; and we
frequently find them maintaining that a universal overthrow of
the whole order of society in the Christian world, a universal
deluge, is inevitable, but that the ship of the Church, the one
asylum of safety, will float, like the ark, upon the waves, and
then will begin a new order of things, and new period of history
corresponding to the ultramontane ideal. In sharp antithesis to
these gloomy pictures and predictions, the Bishops declare, first,
that throughout the world the kingdom of God increases with fresh
vigour, and brings forth fruit; secondly, that all attacks on the
Church, and sufferings brought upon her, work for her good; and
thirdly, that religious and ecclesiastical life is strengthened. Such
aview as this is better calculated to arouse and sustain attachment
to the Church and confidence in her indestructible powers of life
and providential guidance than the opposite view, which exhibits
to Catholics everywhere nothing but the humiliation of their
Church and the triumph of her enemies.
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The Bishops and the Council. (Allg.
Zeit., Nov. 19 and 20, 1869.)

As the moment for the opening of the Council approaches, the
excitement and disquiet, not only of Catholics but of all who
concern themselves with the movements of the day, increases
in view of so important an event. For the notion that the
Council is merely an internal affair of the Catholic Church, and
that its decrees will be confined to the sphere of the religious
conscience, will be accepted by nobody who has heard of the
projects entertained by the Curia, and who is not ignorant of the
close connection of the Church with the culture of modern life,
and the powerful position this gives her in the State and in the
social order generally.

We may safely state that the Fathers of the Council are already
divided into two camps, and that anxiety and painful uncertainty
prevail in both of them. The occurrences of the last few weeks
have brought out their opposite views and designs into sharp
contrast. It is now known in Rome that a considerable number
of Northern Bishops are not disposed to accept the réle assigned
to them of simple assent to ready-made decrees, and that the
German Bishops, except those trained by the Jesuits, most
decisively object to making new articles of faith. Many Bishops
also dread the far-reaching consequences of Papal Infallibility,
and the retrospective effects of the new dogma, and they know
that the establishment of such doctrines would drive the educated
classes of the country, if not into open schism, to an internal and
lamentable breach with the Church. Accordingly, remonstrances
have been forwarded to the Pope from three quarters—from
the Prelates of Hungary, Bohemia, and Germany,—expressing
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the most emphatic desire that the Council should not be forced
to any decision on Papal Infallibility, or on matters affecting
the relations of Church and State, in the sense of the Syllabus.
What reception this document met with in Rome may readily
be divined from the great astonishment the Fulda Pastoral is
known to have excited there, when a translation of it was laid
before the Pope. It is now thought politic in Rome to deny the
existence of these letters of remonstrance, but they have taken
such effect that the highest authorities begin to hesitate, and ask
themselves the question whether they have not gone too far in
their confident assurance of victory. The idea of being able to
carry the Infallibility dogma off-hand by acclamation seems at
least to have been abandoned. It is understood that some less
summary method of gaining their object must be resorted to, if
it is to be gained at all. And hence at the last moment they have
begun to look out for some Council Chamber where the Bishops
may discuss the matters to be decided upon, for the chapels
appropriated to the Council in St. Peter's are only designed for
solemn sessions.® It is said in Rome that the pungent remark
of a Cardinal to the Holy Father has had something to do with
the change of the original scheme of an acclamation. Pius Ix.
had asked his opinion as to the most effective way of carrying
the decrees, and he replied, that obviously the theatrical effect
would be greater if there was no debating, but simply decision
by acclamation, as though by inspiration of the Holy Ghost. And
thus the hope of getting the Council over in three weeks is also
given up, and it is now expected to last to the Feast of St. Peter
and St. Paul.

The drawing up of the letter of remonstrance at Fulda is said
not to have been such plain sailing. The Pastoral originally
sketched out by Heinrich, Canon of Mayence, but to which
important additions were made subsequently, was subscribed by

8 This design does not seem to have been persevered in.
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all the Bishops, even those who had been pupils of the Jesuits,
who consoled themselves with the belief that the dogma of
Infallibility did exactly combine the conditions specified there
as requisite for a dogmatic decree, and was really scriptural,
primitive, and written on the hearts of all good Catholics. So
their Jesuit masters had taught and assured them. But the secret
document sent to the Pope had necessarily to be more explicit,
and though it was limited to pointing out how inopportune
the definition of new dogmas, especially of Papal Infallibility,
would be, that was precisely opposite to what the Jesuitizers
among the Bishops were convinced of. The Jesuits themselves
lose no opportunity of proclaiming that nothing can be more
opportune than this dogma, and from their own point of view
they may be right enough, for the rich and ripe fruits of the dogma
would fall into their own laps, and would help the Society to
absolute dominion over science, literature, and education within
the Catholic Church. The proposed dogma would give canonical
authority to the Jesuit theology, and identify it with the doctrine
of the Church, and the Order, or the spirit of the Order, would
always be required for teaching and vindicating the new system.
The Bishops of Paderborn and Wirzburg therefore refused to
sign, and the representative of the Bishop of Spires followed
their example.

The scruples of these Northern Bishops were so utterly
unexpected that they must have created great surprise at Rome.
Their informant in the matter of the Infallibility dogma had
assured the authorities, in the teeth of the Northern Prelates, and
with the full concurrence of all the members of the Commission,
that no fitter or more favourable time could be found for
establishing the new dogma, for at no former period could
the Court of Rome reckon so securely on the unconditional
devotion of the Bishops, nor was there ever a time when they
were so ready as at this moment to surrender before the Pope
all exercise of their own judgment or independent examination.
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The remonstrances of the Hungarian, Bohemian, and German
Bishops have of course poured water into this wine, to the
no small astonishment and indignation of the Roman Prelates,
with whom it is an axiom that nobody is a good Christian who
does not believe the infallibility of the Pope as firmly as the
divine mission and truthfulness of Christ. Accordingly, the
Correspondance de Rome cast in the teeth of Prince Hohenlohe,
that since all true Catholics already hold the infallibility of the
Pope when speaking ex cathedrd, a decree of the Council will
only confirm what is universally known and believed.® Let
those good souls who flatter themselves that the Civilta, with
its expectations and demands, stands alone, weigh well the
utterances of so well-known a journal.

The Austrian Bishops have not thought it well to follow the
example of their Hungarian, Bohemian, and German colleagues.
One of them, Dr. Fessler, is notoriously the most determined
advocate of the whole ultramontane system, and was the first
Bishop to declare the definition of the new dogma to be at once
a natural and suitable work for the Council. His services were
promptly rewarded; he is already named chief secretary of the
Council, and his hand will press heavily on its decrees. The Curia
may congratulate itself on its choice. The silence of the Austrian
Bishops is further explained by the differences of opinion among
them about the questions coming before the Council.

In their secret letters the Northern Bishops have opposed the
new definition only as being inopportune, and it is known that
the French Opposition Bishops mean to take the same ground.
But it deserves careful consideration whether this line of action
can be really tenable or effective at the Council. Surely it may
be certainly foreseen that the far more numerous, and, from its

9 Corresp. de Rome, 1869, p. 384: “L'infallibilité du Pape, décidant en
matiere de foi ex cathedra, c'est-a-dire comme maitre de I'Eglise étant déja
admise par tous les vrais catholiques, un décret du Concil fera juste I'effet d'une
confirmation d'une chose universellement sue et crue.”
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determined attitude, stronger party on the other side will answer,
“If your only objection to the dogma is that it is unsuited for the
times, you thereby admit its truth; for if you thought it doubtful or
erroneous, you must have opposed the definition on that ground.
By not venturing to assail its truth, you deprive your objection
to its opportuneness of all weight, for when was ever a religious
truth, on which eternal salvation depends, suppressed on such a
ground as this? Does this holding back, inspired merely by fear
of men, correspond to the ancient spirit and lofty mission of the
Church? How many of her doctrines would she have dared to
proclaim if she had chosen to wait on the approval of the age?
Rather, for that very reason, must religious truths be loudly and
emphatically proclaimed, when a contrary opinion is growing
among men, because thereby an insidious heresy is marked out
and judged by the supreme authority in the Church. Your plea
of inopportuneness is therefore a fresh and urgent ground for
adhering firmly to the solemn definition of Infallibility by the
Council.”

How far better then would it be if these Prelates were to
declare simply and directly, what the German Bishops have
indeed said in their Pastoral, but, of course, in general terms
only, and without express mention of the Infallibilist hypothesis;
“This doctrine possesses none of the requisite conditions of
an article of faith; it has no guarantee either of Scripture or
Tradition, and no roots in the conscience and religious mind
of the Christian world.” Such a line would be incomparably
worthier of the Bishops, and would make their position far
stronger and more unassailable. Instead of letting themselves,
as is intended, be yoked, like willing prisoners, to the triumphal
chariot of the sole infallible and sole defining Pope and lord,
they would be making a beginning for the revendication of their
ancient apostolical rights, which the Papacy has sequestered
or robbed them of. They would be asserting, by implication,
that the Papacy and the Church are not identical, and therefore
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that the Church cannot be made responsible for all decrees and
actions of the Popes. Half-and-half courses, and false piety,
in the tremendous crisis the Catholic Church is now entering
upon, are not only powerless but fatal. And this half-heartedness,
which looks only too like fear, will make the Ultramontane
and Jesuit party all the bolder and stronger in their plans. And
they continue still as firm as the rock of Peter. In the number
for Oct. 2, p. 64, the Civilta maintains, against a new French
paper, the Avenir Catholique, that the relation of the Bishops
assembled in Council to the Pope is simply one of most absolute
subjection and obedience to Papal commands, and declares, on
the authority of Ferraris, who is a classical authority at Rome,
what is meant by praesidentia auctoritativa, viz., the Pope's right,
not only to decide on everything, but to coerce all opponents,
by ecclesiastical censures—excommunication, suspension, and
deposition—and other judicial means.1?, etc.”

If the Pope strikes down every contradiction or refusal of a
Bishop at once, with the thunderbolt of his anathemas, according
to the Civilta he no more violates the freedom belonging to the
Fathers of the Council, than a man who keeps within his own
rights in his dealings violates his neighbour's rights of property.
We must remember, as to this definition of freedom, that the logic
of the Jesuits has always gone its own way without troubling
itself with the logic of the rest of mankind.

It deserves notice, however, that two months before the
opening of the Council the Jesuits had traced out for the Bishops
the extent and nature of the freedom they are to enjoy there.
They do their part frankly enough in dispelling any illusion
on the subject. If any complaint from the Bishops should be
heard in Rome, such as was made by the Spanish and French
Bishops at Trent, the Curia can reply that they were told all

10 “prasidentia auctoritativa dicitur ... insuper cum auctoritate coactiva
compescendi etiam per censuras ecclesiasticas, et alia juris media contradictores
et rebelles et contumaces, prout ex constitutione X1.{FNS Martini V.{FNS
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this beforehand. The Civilta has the most direct sources of
information, and may therefore be safely trusted when it says, in
a recent number, “We are not the authors of the Papal thoughts,
nor does Pius 1x. speak and act under our inspiration, but we
are certainly the faithful echo of the Holy See.” And, as an echo
of the Pope, the Civilta, in its last number, p. 182, gives a
more precise explanation or statement of the infallibility of ex
cathedré decisions, as extending, not only to all dogmas, but
to “all truths and doctrines connected with the various kinds of
revealed dogmas, and so to all sentences and decrees concerning
the common weal of the Church, her rights and discipline.” In
truth, if the Bishops don't even yet see the precipice to the edge of
which they have been led step by step for years, and which they
are just going to spring into, that is no fault of the Roman Jesuits,
who have honestly done what they could to open their eyes. It
is therefore to be earnestly wished that the Civilta may be read
and well weighed as widely as possible, for then one may hope
they will be “forewarned, forearmed.” They have certainly had
no lack of signs and warning voices, who are expected and are
willing to subscribe the intended decrees of the Council. “The
true echo of the Holy See” proclaims to the world that every
Pope is, ever has been, and ever will be infallible, first, when
he teaches or maintains anything in any way connected with
revealed truths of faith or morals; secondly, when he decrees
anything affecting the welfare, rights, or discipline of the Church.
Clearly therefore, henceforth the question will be, not in what
cases the Pope is infallible, but what are the few cases where he
is not infallible. He, as being infallible, will have the first and
only right to determine what is the welfare of the Church, and
what it requires. And since, in the whole range of public life, of
politics and science, there is scarcely anything not permanently
or incidentally connected with the weal of the Church, and with
its real or assumed rights and discipline, he will have it in his
power to make every secular question a Church question. For it
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must certainly be anathematized as an error, as the Syllabus says,
to affirm that the Pope has exceeded the limits of his power. How
can he possibly do so on this theory? He is infallible alike in
the definition of doctrine and in its application to concrete cases.
He is therefore always right in every claim and every decision,
and whoever opposes him, or does not at once unconditionally
submit, is always wrong. Whatever demand he makes of any
State or Sovereign, whatever law or constitution he abrogates, he
must at once be obeyed, for he acts for the good of the Church,
and he, as being infallible, can alone judge and settle what that is.
The episcopate and clergy must blindly submit to his infallible
guidance and serve dutifully under his banner, when he proclaims
war against a State, or an institution.

Need we explain in detail what painful conflicts with their
Governments and the Constitutions they have sworn to, Bishops
and clergy, nay all Catholics, might be precipitated into on this
system? What caused that lamentable persecution and oppression
of Catholics in Great Britain, and their loss of civil privileges
for centuries, but Paul v.'s prohibiting their taking the oath of
allegiance to their Sovereigns? Although the oath contained
nothing against the religious conscience of Catholics, the Pope
condemned it because, identifying his own pretensions with the
interests of the Church, he thought it intolerable that it denied
the power of Popes to depose kings, absolve subjects from their
allegiance, and excite revolt and treason against the Sovereign
and the State. It is a maxim of the Decretals that no oath against
the interests of the Church is binding.!* But what is for the
benefit of the Church the infallible Pope determines. How often
have Popes identified their own political interests with the good
of the Church, and required and occasioned the breach of oaths
and treaties! Thus Innocent . absolved John from his oath
to observe Magna Charta, on his consenting to receive back

11 «Jyramentum contra utilitatem ecclesiasticam prastitum non tenet.”—Lib.
ii. tit. 24, c. 27; Sext. Lib.i.t. 2, c. 1.
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his crown as a gift from him. When, in the fifteenth century,
Eugenius 1v. was at war with Francis Sforza, and the general
Piccinino had promised not to attack him, the Pope absolved him
from his promise, because it was prejudicial to the interests of the
Papacy, and “a treaty prejudicial to the Church is not binding.”
Charles v. and Francis 1., in their treaty of Madrid, had stipulated
that neither should have his oath dispensed without the consent
of the other; but Pope Clement vii. was the first to seduce the
King to commit perjury, in order that he might form an alliance
with him against the Emperor. So again did Paul 1v. release
Henry n. from his five years' truce with Charles v., confirmed by
oath, in order to gain the King of France as an ally against Spain.

The Jesuit theory of the infallible Pope and the extent of his
powers is in no way less extravagant than that which deluded
Agostino Trionfo into his deification of the Pope under John
xx11.2 Once admit the maxim of the Syllabus, that the Popes
have never exceeded the just limits of their power, and it must
obviously be their right to dispose of crowns and peoples,
property and freedom, since they have in fact claimed and
exercised the right. Thus, for instance, Nicolas v. did not at all
violate the common rights of men, but only made a proper use
of his own absolute authority, when he gave full power to King
Alfonso of Portugal, and his successors, to subjugate unbelieving
nations, appropriate their territories and all their possessions, and
reduce their persons to perpetual slavery. Nor was Alexander vi.

less justified in conferring on Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain
and their successors the newly discovered countries of America,
and then drawing the famous line from north to south through the
New World, and dividing it between Spain and Portugal. It was
to the authority of the Pope, as the lord of all mankind, to whom
all men are subject, wherever born, and of whatever religion,
since God has subjected the whole earth to his jurisdiction, and

12 Cf, “Janus,” p. 230.
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made him master of it, that the Spanish conquerors appealed
against the natives. On this plea they treated all refusal to submit
as rebellion, for which they meant to take vengeance on the
natives—as in fact they did in the most horrible manner—by
cruel wars, confiscation of property, and slavery. Their lust
of conquest, with all the abominations they perpetrated, could
always be excused and justified by the remembrance that they
were only acting with the sanction of God's earthly representative,
and punishing the refusal to recognise his legitimate dominion
over the world.

In the article we have cited, the Civilta affirmed anew, on the
authority of the Minorite, Bonaventure of S. Bernardino (Trattato
della Chiesa), that the Pope can dispose of the whole “Temporali”
of kings and princes, their authority and possessions, whenever,
in his judgment, the good of the Church requires it. The work
of a French writer, Maupied, gives the Fathers of the Society of
Jesus the desired opportunity of again commending their Magna
Charta—their favourite Bull, Unam Sanctam—as the completest
exposition of the relations of Church and State (p. 213): “Fall
down on your faces, and adore your lord and master in Rome,
who can after his pleasure depose you, deprive you of your rights
and bishoprics, and bid you draw or sheathe the sword.” This is
a compendium of the teaching the Civilta addresses to princes
and magistrates. If Papal Infallibility is defined by the Council
as an article of faith, the whole system is sanctioned, down to its
extremest consequences, and the Jesuits will not fail to point to
it as proving that their political doctrines also are now approved.

Under such auspices does the Council open, when the
Bishops, according to the Civilta—*“the faithful echo of the
Holy See,”—have only to say Yea and Amen to the teachings
and commands of their master. Never in her whole history
has the Church had a severer task imposed upon her, or passed
through a more perilous and decisive crisis than the present.
It is not only a question of internal freedom; it is, above all,
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the question whether she is to be involved in an endless war
with the political order and civilisation of the modern world, or
by keeping to the really religious sphere, and thus guarding her
rightful independence, is for the future too to fulfil throughout the
widest area her blessed mission towards mankind. The Council,
which has to decide on this alternative, acquires a weight and
significance such as none had before it.



First Letter.

Rome, December 1869.—The Council is opened. It is, we may
say, in full swing, and the situation has to a certain degree
revealed itself. Two great questions are in every mind and on
every tongue—first, “Wherein will the freedom promised to the
Council consist, and how far will it extend?” and secondly, “Will
Papal Infallibility be erected into a dogma?”

As regards the freedom of the Council, the position of the
episcopate is in some respects better and in others worse than
at Trent three centuries ago. Then the Italians had the most
complete and undeniable preponderance over the Spanish and
French Prelates, who were the only others that came into the
reckoning at all. The opposition of the latter could at best
only stop the passing of some particular decrees, but, generally
speaking, whatever the legates and their devoted troop of Italian
Prelates desired was carried, and as they desired it. The
numerical relations are entirely changed now, and there is a far
more comprehensive representation of National Churches. The
Italian Bishops, even if unanimous among themselves, do not
form a third of the whole Synod. But what they have lost in
numbers is abundantly made up by the lion's share the Papal
Court seizes beforehand for itself, and thereby for the Italian
prelatura.

The first step taken, and the regulations already made by
Pius 1x. for the present Council, prove that it is not to follow the
precedents of the ancient free Councils, or even of the Tridentine.
At Trent all decrees still ran in the name of the Council. “The
Ecumenical Tridentine Synod, lawfully assembled in the Holy
Ghost, ordains and decrees, etc.,” is the heading of every session
and its decrees. Very different is to be the arrangement at Rome.
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There has already been distributed to the Bishops a Methodus
in prima Sessione Concilii observanda, which prescribes thus:
“The Pope will hand over the decrees to the Secretary or an-
other Bishop to read, who reads them with the heading, ‘Pius,
Episcopus, servus servorum Dei, sacro approbante Concilio,
ad perpetuam rei memoriam.”” After reading them he asks the
Cardinals and Bishops whether they assent. If all say Placet, the
Pope declares the decrees carried “nemine dissentiente.” If some
answer, Non placet, he mentions the number, and adds, “Nosgue,
sacro approbante Concilio, illa ita decernimus, statuimus atque
sancimus ut lecta sunt.” This is the formula first introduced after
Gregory vi1.'s time, when the Papacy had climbed to its medizval
eminence. The first to use it was Alexander 1., at the Roman
Synod of 1079.1% It stands in glaring contrast to the practice of
the ancient Synods for the first thousand years of Church his-
tory, which drew up and promulgated all their decisions freely,
independently, and in their own name. Here the Pope appears as
the author of the decrees, the one authoritative legislator, who
out of courtesy allows the Bishops to express their opinions, but
finally decides himself, in the plenitude of his sovereign power,
as seems good to him. In another Papal document communicated
to the Bishops it is said still more emphatically, “Nos deinde
supremam nostram sententiam edicemus eamque nunciari et pro-
mulgari mandabimus, hac adhibitd solemni formuld, Decreta
modo lecta, etc.” Meanwhile one concession has been made,
which might possibly have some value: the Pope has declared
that, though the right of initiating measures belongs entirely to
himself, he is willing to allow the Bishops to exercise it. This
would give them the opportunity of at least bringing forward for
discussion some of the worst evils—such as, e.g., what many of
them feel to be the hateful nuisance of the Index—and preparing
remedies. But then it must be borne in mind that on every

13 [The third Lateran Council.—TR.{FNS]
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question the Curia has at its disposal a majority of Prelates, who
are its own creatures, and many of them in its pay. With the
help of this troop of devoted followers it can get rid of every
disagreeable proposal before it is even submitted to discussion.
The Sessions of the Council are solemnities only held for the
formal promulgation of decrees already discussed and passed,;
the real business is done in the previous Congregations. Every
Bishop who wants to speak there is to give notice the day before,
but those who wish to speak without having given notice are
not to be prevented. A congregation of twenty-four members
is to be chosen by the Bishops from among themselves, for the
purpose of specially investigating subjects on which differences
of opinion have been expressed, and reporting on them. At least
nine-tenths of the Prelates are condemned to silence simply from
being unable to speak Latin readily and coherently through want
of regular practice. And to this must be added the diversities of
pronunciation. It is impossible, e.g., that Frenchmen or Italians
should understand an Englishman'’s Latin even for a minute.'*
There will no doubt be some subjects on which the Bishops
may really speak and determine freely. But the momenta question
in any way affects the interests and rights of the Roman Curia,
there is an end of their freedom. For every Bishop has sworn not
only to maintain but constantly to increase all the rights of the
Pope, and it is notorious that at Rome, and in regular intercourse
with the Papal Congregations, one can take no step without
being reminded, directly or indirectly—by courtly insinuation,
or rudely and openly,—of this oath, and the enormous extent of
the obligations incurred by it, which embrace the whole range of
ecclesiastical life. The Bishops then are so far free in Council, that
no Bishop who expresses an opinion unpalatable to the Curia is
threatened with imprisonment or bodily injury.® Those Bishops
enjoy a larger freedom who have the moral courage to incur the

1% The Scotch pronounce Latin much as the Germans do.
15 [Even this must be taken with reserve.—Cf. infra, pp. 174, 175.—TR.{FNS]
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reproach of perjury and the threat of Papal displeasure and its
consequences; who, knowing well that they can only carry out
the most indispensable rights and duties of their office by virtue
of Papal privileges and delegations—quinquennial faculties and
the like,—yet vote simply according to their convictions.'® The
only question is how many Bishops will act thus.

The members of the Court of Rome vie with one another in
assurances that perfect freedom will be left to the Bishops in the
grand question of the proclamation of the new dogma of Papal
Infallibility. This is confidently asserted by those Germans who
are more deeply initiated into the views of the Curia, such as the
Jesuits Franzelin, Schrader, and Kleutgen. And above all, Bishop
Fessler, the Secretary of the Council and favourite of the Curia,
who was the first among the Bishops to declare that it was the
main business of the Council to formulate and proclaim the new
dogma, takes especial pains to convince the Bishops that the Pope
has no intention of bringing the subject before them himself.
He admits that the preparatory Commission has discussed this
most important and comprehensive of all doctrines, and has
almost unanimously decided it to be both true and opportune;
and that their reporter has shown conclusively, that considering
the boundless devotion to Rome of the present episcopate (at
least the majority of them), no more favourable moment could be
chosen for enriching the Church with this new and fundamental
article of faith.

This is now their watchword. All the initiated repeat it, and
some episcopal optimists try to persuade themselves and others
that the danger is really past, and the scheme abandoned for this
time. But the truth is this: the authorities know well enough
that the absolutists among the Bishops—all those who hope to

16 [Most of the rights originally inherent in the episcopate are now reserved
to the Pope, who only allows Bishops to exercise them during good behaviour,
by virtue of “faculties” renewed every five years. Cf. “Janus,” p. 422,
note.—TR.{FNS]
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strengthen their dominion and extend it over secular matters by
means of Papal Infallibility—are both numerous and organized,
and only await the intimation that the right moment has arrived to
come forward themselves with a motion powerfully supported.
To begin with the Germans, there is the Bishop of Paderborn,
whose Jesuit theologian, Roh, says that, precisely because Papal
Infallibility is called in question by Bishops like Dupanloup and
Maret, the Council must define it, to make any repetition of this
atrocity impossible for the future. Then there are the Bishops
of Regensburg, Wirzburg, St. Pdlten, and Gratz, the Belgian
and English Prelates, and those of French Switzerland, among
whom Mermillod rivals Manning in his fanatical zeal for the
new dogma; the Spanish Prelates—men selected for promotion
by Queen lIsabella and the nuncio at Madrid, simply for their
thorough-paced ultramontanism—pure absolutists in Church and
State, who would gladly see the new dogma ready-made at once,
but have to be restrained for a while. To these must be added
such French Prelates as Plantier of Nimes, Pie of Poitiers, the
Bishops of Laval and Montauban, and others. One knows least of
the votes of the Italian and United States Bishops, who, like the
Irish, will probably be divided. In any case the Court party can
count on a considerable majority in favour of the new dogma.

Of course the opposite party, who wish to stave it off, is
strong and numerous. To it belong the majority of the German
and Austrian, as well as the Bohemian and Hungarian Prelates,
and among the French, the Archbishops of Paris, Rheims, and
Avignon, the Bishops of Marseilles, Grenoble, Orleans, Chalons,
and many more. And on the point of the time being inopportune
for defining the Infallibilist dogma, a portion of the *“old Papal
guard,”—viz., the Italian Bishops—will join them, not to speak
of American and Irish Prelates.

But—and in this lies their weakness—they are only held
together by a very loose bond. The one point they are agreed
upon is that the promulgation of the new dogma will cause great
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embarrassments to the Church and to themselves personally, and
involve them in all sorts of conflicts. On the main question,
whether this substitution of an infallible man for an infallible
Church is true, and attested by Scripture and Tradition, they are
themselves divided. If the confidants of the Curia understand
how to insert the wedge into this split, and drive it home, they
may perhaps contrive to break up the whole Opposition, and
carry through, by an imposing and apparently almost unanimous
vote, this Alpha and Omega of ultramontanism, in which all
their wishes and hopes are concentrated. Meanwhile no stone
will be left unturned, and very various methods will be applied,
and arguments used, in working upon different Bishops. The
earnest desire of the Holy Father will be urged on some soft-
hearted Prelates; they will be told that the only way the Council
can rejoice his heart amid his bitter trials, and brighten the
evening of his life, is by freely offering him that crown of
personal infallibility which former Popes have striven for, but
never obtained. To others it will be intimated that the Council
itself must look like a play with the chief figure left out, or
an abortion, if the Syllabus and Infallibility are not made into
dogmas, for there is no other question important enough to justify
collecting 500 Bishops from five quarters of the world. Those
who agree with the doctrine, but shrink for the present from
the unpleasant consequences it might entail upon them, will
be told, “Now, or perhaps never.” With freedom of the press
established everywhere, it will be impossible much longer to keep
the poison of historical criticism, so especially rife in Germany,
out of the theological schools and seminaries, and so perhaps
the next generation of clergy will not believe so absolutely in
Papal Infallibility as the clergy in many countries do now, and
then the new dogma will come at an unseasonable time, and
encounter powerful opposition. Besides, it is best to lose no
time in putting the iron bar of the new dogma across the way,
for then all historical facts that witness against Infallibility, all
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results of criticism and investigation, all appeals to the forgeries
and fictions which helped to build up the edifice, are once for
all got rid of and destroyed, at least within the Church. No
Catholic will any longer venture to appeal to them, and if he
is an historical student, he will only be able to console himself
by saying, Credo, quia absurdum. The dogma has triumphed
over history, as Manning has so admirably explained in his last
Pastoral.

Their favourite argument is the common one about increasing
the strength and security of the coercive power of the Church.
The Bishops are told that the personal infallibility of the Pope will
make not only him but them, his delegates and plenipotentiaries,
much more powerful, and that under its shadow they will rule
with a stronger hand, for resistance will, in most cases, be
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, speaking through the Pope
and his chosen instruments. Who, for instance, would any longer
dare to defend a book condemned by the Congregation of the
Index, after it had become infallible? On the other hand, the
Bishops have their scruples, and some of them may be heard
saying that this would be a poor consolation for losing half their
episcopal authority, and that it is hard to ask them to degrade
themselves, and renounce their former dignity as the supreme
tribunal of faith, by making the Pope infallible. It might not be
pleasant to return home from the Council with the consciousness
of having themselves abdicated at Rome the best, and what
has hitherto been held in the Church the highest, part of their
authority, and burned it as a holocaust on the altar of Papal
autocracy. The role of a Papal courtier, however convenient at
Rome, has its dark side north of the Alps.

Already many symptoms of uneasiness betray themselves.
Pius 1x. said the other day to a German Prince of the Church, who
formerly gave his opinion against the Immaculate Conception,
and has now again pronounced openly against the Infallibilist
dogma, Ce dogme de l'infaillibilité passera, comme l'autre,
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malgré vous. On the other hand, the Regolamento has excited
great discontent, for it unmistakeably indicates the design of
giving the Pope the decision, and making the Bishops only
consultors. Had the assembly been in some degree prepared for
it, and had time allowed them for coming to an understanding,
there would certainly have been opposition to it. But the heads
of the French episcopate have only just come together, and no
attempt even has been made to bring the German and French
Bishops into communication with each other. And a feature of
Roman policy about the Council, now first introduced, is not
exactly calculated to promote confidence and a happy expectation
of the prosperous results of the Synod. | mean the rigid secrecy.
According to the last directions, all, bishops and theologians,
are to maintain the strictest secrecy about everything, and the
preliminary labours, as is well known, had to be carried on
under the seal of secrecy of the Holy Office (the Inquisition).
Nothing was communicated to the Bishops themselves, who
came to Rome in complete ignorance of what they were to vote
about—a procedure without any precedent in Church history. It
really seems sometimes as if the object was to turn the Church
topsy-turvy, and take pleasure in doing exactly the contrary to
what the Church of earlier ages did when nearer her original
foundation. Formerly the idea of a Council was associated with
the notion of the fullest publicity, and the common participation
of all the faithful; the deliberations were conducted with open
doors, and all were admitted who wished to hear them,—for
from the beginning all secrecy was strange and unnatural to the
Church, which was distinguished from heathenism in the very
point of neither having nor tolerating any esoteric doctrine or
secret compact. But the Roman prelatura too shares the Italian
predilection for making mysteries,—as evidenced in the number
of secret societies in the Peninsula,—and then the Jesuits of the
Civilta, and their French and German copyists, had so solemnly
promised that the Council would provide in its decrees a sure
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and effective remedy for humanity, sorely diseased as it is, and
threatened with destruction. As yet we have waited in vain for
any intelligible intimation of what this panacea is to be. Beyond
Papal Infallibility and the Syllabus, nothing has transpired. Were
the curtain to be drawn back at the beginning, and the secret
betrayed,—that the much lauded panacea is only moonshine,
and that the Council is not in a position to prescribe any other
medicine to the patient named mankind than the usual and well-
known remedies of faith, hope, and charity—the discord, already
growing, would be still further increased. It is well therefore to
lay the finger on the lips.

Meantime the Pope has united the most thorough-paced Infal-
libilists, Manning, Plantier of Nimes, Pie of Poitiers, Mermillod
of Geneva, and Deschamps of Mechlin, on a Committee said
to be intrusted with the discussion of very important questions.
Manning appears to be recognised as their leader by all the
adherents of the new dogma, and Mermillod strongly supports
him. Cardinal Pitra, the French Benedictine formerly intrusted
with a mission, which proved unsuccessful, to the Archbishop
of Rouen, Cardinal Bonnechose, has lately tried the same plan
with the German Bishops. He began by describing the Bishop
of Orleans as a mischievous teacher of error, and was obliged
to hear, much to his surprise, that these German Bishops quite
agreed with Dupanloup, and the Hungarians with the Germans.
Thus all have taken their side, or will do so in the next few days.
All the Spanish, Belgian, and English'’ Bishops, the majority
of the Italians, and a considerable number of the French, have
ranged themselves under the banner of the new dogma. They
all declare that it must now be decreed that every one, without
exception, must inwardly believe and outwardly confess Papal
Infallibility on pain of damnation; and all the more so, since Pius
himself has now abandoned the reserved attitude he had main-

e [This must be taken with some reserve, as will be seen further
on.—TR.{FNS]
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tained up to this time in presence of the diplomatists, and openly
proclaims, that, being himself profoundly convinced of his own
infallibility, he neither can nor will tolerate any further doubt
about it in others. And thus the influence of this party is very
powerful, and already preponderates; the whole mechanism of
the Council, the order of business, the personnel of its officers, in
short everything, is substantially in their hands, or will be placed
at their disposal. All preparations were made in their interest, and
all alternatives were foreseen. That great ecclesiastical polypus,
with its thousand feelers and arms, the Jesuit Order, works for it
under the earth and on the earth; Mea res agitur is its watchword.

On the other side, ready for the contest, and resolved at least
to show fight, stand the German, Bohemian, and Hungarian
Bishops,—with the exception, of course, of Martin, Senestrey,
Fessler, and some others—and all among the French, American,
and Irish Bishops who possess any culture and knowledge. These
men still hope to see a portion of the Oriental Bishops—the real
ones, not the mere Italian so-called Vicars-Apostolic—join their
side, and there is indeed a very general anxiety as to what position
the Orientals, especially the Armenians, will take up in reference
to the great questions at issue. They would all like to keep the
Church free from the millstone of the new dogma intended to
be hung about her neck, though very few even among them
have a clear perception of the momentous consequences it would
entail, in science and literature, in politics, and in the relations
of the Catholic Church to other Churches. But the whole party
has wind and sun against it, and has to join battle in the most
unfavourable position, on slippery soil, and confined to acting
on the defensive under the greatest difficulties. The Infallibilists,
from the nature of the case, are far clearer and better agreed,
both as to end and means, than their adversaries, many of whom
do not conceal their predilection for the dogma, though they
tremble at the consequences of it. Moreover, many of them
will allow themselves to be gained over before long, whether
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through devotion to Pius 1x., or by the threats and enticements
the Curia knows so well how to apply, and for which it possesses
an inexhaustible treasury to choose from. There is, for instance,
the honorary title granted by Rome to about 250 Bishops, solio
Pontificio assistens, which seems to the short-sighted only fit
for lackeys, but is in fact greatly sought after, and will be most
graciously accorded to those who unconditionally surrender
themselves. And then there are those manifold concessions out
of the rich store of Papal reserved rights, special benedictions,
and the like, so that there are always nine out of every ten Bishops
who want one at least of these privileges.

We may readily conceive the excitement in the Jesuit camp.
After the patient, indefatigable toil of years of seed-time, the
harvest-time seems to them to be come at last. Up to 1773,
their Order, from its numbers, the cultivation of its members,
the influence of its schools and educational establishments, and
its compact organization, was unquestionably the most powerful
religious corporation, but at the same time was limited and
held in check by the influence and powerful position of the
other Orders. Augustinians, Carmelites, Minorites, and, above
all, Dominicans, were likewise strong, and, moreover, leagued
together for harmonious action through their common hatred
of the Jesuits, or through the natural desire to escape being
mastered by them. Dominicans and Augustinians possessed
by long prescription the most influential offices in Rome, so
much so indeed that the two Congregations of the Index and
the Holy Office were entirely in the hands of the Order of
Preachers, to the exclusion of the Jesuits. Since the restoration
of the Jesuits this is completely changed, and entirely in their
interest. All the ancient Orders are now in decline, above all,
in theological importance and influence; they do but vegetate
now. Moreover, the Dominicans have been saddled with a
General thoroughly devoted to the Jesuits, Jandel, a Frenchman,
who is exerting himself to root out in his Order the Thomist
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doctrines, so unpalatable to the Jesuits. The youngest of the
great Orders, the Redemptorists or Liguorians, act—sometimes
willingly, sometimes unwillingly—as the serving brothers, road-
makers, and labourers for the Jesuits. And hence, now that
they enjoy the special favour of the Pope, they have come to
acquire a power in Rome which may be called quite unexampled.
They have, in fact, become already the legislators and trusted
counsellors of the Pope, who sees with their eyes and hears with
their ears. To those familiar with the state of things at Rome, it
is enough to name Piccirillo. For years past they have implanted
and fostered in the mind of Pius ix. the views he now wants to
have consecrated into dogmas, and have managed to set aside,
and at last reduce to impotence, the influence of wise men, who
take a sober view of the condition of the times. When the
Dominican Cardinal Guidi, who was then the most distinguished
theologian in Rome, freely expressed to the Pope his views about
the projected Council and the measures to be brought before it,
from that hour he was not only allowed no audience of Pius ix.,
but was excluded from all share in the preparatory labours of the
Council, so that he remained in entire ignorance of the matters
to be laid before it. But the Jesuits are also the oracles of many
Cardinals, whose votes and opinions are very often ready-made
for them in the Gesu. The Congregation of the Index, which they
used formerly so often to attack, blame, and accuse of partiality,
when their own works were censured by it, is now becoming
more and more their own domain, though the chief places are
still in the hands of the Dominicans; and this may gradually
take place with most of the Congregations in whose hands is
centralized the guidance and administration of Church affairs in
all countries.

And thus, if Papal Infallibility becomes a dogma, what
inevitably awaits us is, that this Infallibility will not merely
be worked in certain cases by the counsel and direction of the
Jesuits; much more than that. The Jesuits will for the future
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be the regular stewards of this treasure, and architects of the
new dogmas we have to expect. They will stamp the dogmatic
coinage and put it into circulation. It is enough to know the
earlier history of the Society to know what this means, and
what an immense capital of power and influence it will place
at their command. “Rulers and subjects”—that will henceforth
be the relation between the Jesuits and the theologians of other
Orders. Worst of all will be the position of theologians and
teachers who belong to no Order. At the mercy of the most
contradictory judgments, as is already, e.g., the case in France,
constantly exposed to the displeasure of the Jesuits, of the Curia,
and of their Bishop or his adviser, and daily threatened in their
very existence, how are they to get spirit, perseverance, or
zeal for earnest studies, deep researches, and literary activity?
Every Jesuit, looking down from the impregnable height of his
privileged position, will be able to cry out to the theologians of
the secular clergy, “Tu longe sequere et vestigia prorsus adora;”
for now is that fulfilled which the Belgian Jesuits demanded 230
years ago in their Imago Societatis Jesu. Their Order is now
really, and in the fullest sense, the Urim and Thummim and
breastplate of the High Priest—the Pope—who can only then
issue an oracular utterance when he has consulted his breastplate,
the Jesuit Order.®  Only one thing was still wanting for the
salvation of a world redeemed and regenerated once again: the
Jesuits must again become the confessors of monarchs restored
to absolute power.

It is one of the notes of an age so rich in contradictions that the
present General of the Order, Father Beckx, is not in harmony
with the proceedings of his spiritual militia. Here, in Rome, he
is reported to have said, “In order to recover two fractions of the
States of the Church, they are pricking on to a war against the
world—but they will lose all.” But for that reason, as is known, he

18 “Obligatam  haerentemque sanctiori  Pontifici velut in  pectore
Societatem.”—Bolland, Imago, p. 622.
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possesses only the outward semblance of Government, while it is
really in the hands of a conference. With this the fact seems to be
connected that he has appointed for his theologian at the Council
the most learned and liberal-minded man of his Order, Father
de Buck—a man whose views stand in much the same relation
to those of his fellow-Jesuits Perrone, Schrader, and Curli, as
the Bishop of Orleans's views to those of the Archbishop of
Westminster.



Second Letter.

Rome, Dec. 18, 1869.—After the solemn receptions, and the
formal opening of the Council, visits, audiences, and homages,
the time for serious business has arrived, and the Fathers have
emerged from the dim twilight of early synodical dawn into the
clear daylight. People have begun to get mutually acquainted,
and to question one another. The first chaotic condition of an
exceedingly mixed assemblage, some of whose members scarcely
understand one another, or not at all, has been succeeded by a sort
of division, through the rapprochement and closer combination
of men of similar views. As we related before, two great parties
of very unequal strength have organized themselves, and the
shibboleth which caused this division is the question of Papal
Infallibility, which is universally and consistently taken to imply
that whoever is resolved to vote for this dogma is also ready to
give his vote for all the articles of the Syllabus, and generally
for every dogmatic proposition emanating from the Pope.

The Synod is unquestionably the most numerous ever held;
never in the early or medigeval Church have 767 persons entitled
to vote by their episcopal rank been assembled. It is also the most
various in its national representation. Men look with wonder
at the number of missionary Bishops from Asia, Africa, and
Australia. If one considers the constant complaints of want of
funds in the missionary journals, the great distance, the difficulty
and expense of the journey, and how much these men are wanted
in the ill-organized state of their dioceses, with so few priests,
the question occurs, Who bears the cost, and what means were
employed to rob so many millions for a long time of their spiritual
guides? Meanwhile most of the Bishops are pupils of the Roman
Propaganda, and obedient to every hint of its will. And the more
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the new dogma is combated, the more necessary is the imposing
consensus of five quarters of the world—of Negroes, Malays,
Chinese, and Hottentots, as well as Italians and Spaniards.

More than two-thirds of the Council are either completely
agreed, or at least won over to the necessity of making the
personal infallibility of the last 256 Popes, and their future
successors, an article of faith now. Since the original design of
carrying it by simple acclamation has been given up, Manning
has renounced the role assigned to him of initiating it. But the
Bishops of the Spanish tongue on both sides the ocean—in South
America and the Philippine Isles—have declared, in a meeting
held in the apartments of their Cardinal, Moreno, that they are
ready to propose the dogma. A Roman Cardinal said lately of
Bishops of this sort, “If the Pope ordered them to believe and
teach four instead of three Persons in the Trinity, they would
obey.”

The other party, opposed to the dogma, includes towards 200
Bishops, and this is more than even the most sanguine ventured to
hope at first. To it belong the majority of the German, Austrian,
and Hungarian Bishops, half the French, all the Portuguese,
some Irish, at least half the North American and Canadian, and
a considerable number of the Oriental. If the votes were not
only counted, but weighed according to the intellectual standard
of the voters, the 200 would be far the majority. Among the
German Bishops, besides those already named, the two Tyrolese,
Gasser and Riccabona, Leonrod Bishop of Eichstadt, and the
Vicar of Luxembourg, belong to the Infallibilists. Ketteler of
Mayence, half won over by his hosts—he lives in the German
College'®—half succumbing himself, is said to purpose deserting
to the same camp. He, as well as Stahl, Leonrod, and Martin
are hampered awkwardly by the Fulda Pastoral, which they
subscribed, but when once the knot is loosened or cut, they have

19 [The German College is conducted by the Jesuits.—TR.{FNS]
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only to bring their assent to the new dogma.

It is said in the ruling circles that an opposition of 40 Bishops
and under is so small and insignificant in so large a Council
that no account need be taken of it. This would be to give up
the principle always hitherto maintained, even at Trent, that no
decision in points of faith could be issued without the physical or
moral unanimity of the Council. But as the dogma in question is
one which for the future will make all majorities and minorities
of episcopal votes superfluous and valueless, it may very well
be that by anticipation, or by virtue of an exception which is
now to be made into a rule, the minority should in this case
be pronounced non-existent and undeserving of any notice. |
hear other curialists say that, as soon as the Opposition is
reduced to 40, they, under a sense of their impotence, will give
up all resistance, and either quit the field, or come over to the
conquering side. And so the present strength of the Opposition
must be greatly diminished, and this is being strenuously laboured
at. There are plenty of means for the purpose, and as long as
there are Bishops who think themselves fortunate if they gain
the title of “Domestic Prelate to the Pope,” a gentle pressure or
insinuation, the prospect of a privilege, or a robe of distinguished
colour, will produce the desired effect on many. Such things
act like those insects which bore through the hardest wood.
The episcopate of course has still many men to show who are
inaccessible to threats or seduction. But we should like to count
up at the end of the Council how many have passed unscathed
through the fiery ordeal. Meanwhile a confident certainty of
victory prevails among the majority. Manning said the other day
to an acquaintance of mine, “So sure as | stand here, the dogma
of Infallibility will be proclaimed,” and on the other hand, one
of the leading Bishops of the Opposition said lately, “l came
here with small hopes, and with a feeling of oppression, but I
have found everything worse than | expected.” A German priest
had been summoned to Rome as theologian of his Order by the
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General, a Spaniard. At first greeting him the General said that
the great end they were all bound to work for was to come to an
understanding on the dogma of Papal Infallibility. And when the
German professed an opposite opinion, and handed him a work
he had written in that sense, the conclusion was soon arrived
at: he was sent home at once as useless, and even mischievous.
When he was taking leave of certain Bishops, one of them said
to him, “I should rejoice if any one recalled me or sent me home;
we Bishops have been ordered here to the Council, without being
told what we are to deliberate upon, and now that | know it |
would gladly turn my back on the Council and on Rome.”

The 500 Infallibilists have good ground for their confidence.
It is but natural, to begin with, that they should trust the magical
power of those resources of the Curia they have themselves
had experience of. And, next, they are well aware of their
excellent organization, which has hitherto proved irresistible.
They are commanded from two centres acting in common, the
Gesu and the Propaganda. The Jesuit General, Beckx, if by no
means in harmony with the line taken by the Civilta, which has
been removed from his jurisdiction, thinks and feels about the
Infallibility question in strict accordance with the doctrine and
rules of his Order, and knows how to hold fast the threads with
the support and counsel of his assistants. Not a few Bishops,
without knowing it themselves, get drawn and moved round
by these wires which meet in the Gesu. If they cannot be
commanded at once, they will be slowly but surely led into the
right road by a chaplain or secretary or consultor devoted to
the Order. The Propaganda, as we said before, provides for all
missionary Bishops, and it again is inspired from the Gesu. The
whole machine works so accurately that lately, in the selecting
of a Commission, 450 voting papers contained the same names.
So admirably is the discipline managed that many a Cabinet
majority might envy this scarcely attainable ideal of the Council.
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Rome, Dec. 19, 1869.—Since | have been here, breathing
physically and morally the air of Rome, and have heard some of
the most prominent Infallibilists, I can understand a good deal
which was an enigma to me when in Germany. The leading spirits
of this party believe in the advent of a new spiritual dispensation,
a period of the Holy Ghost, which is to depend on the turning-
point of this definition of Papal Infallibility. Archbishop Manning
declared some years ago, in a speech received with enthusiastic
applause by the Roman dignitaries, “La Chiesa Cattolica di
oggidi esce tutta nuova del fianco del Vicario di Gesu Cristo.”
This reference to the formation of the woman from Adam'’s rib
is very suggestive, for Eve, by the Divine ordinance, was to be
subject to the man,—and it includes the notion which I have met
with in several quarters here, that the proclamation of the new
dogma will be immediately followed by an outpouring of the
Holy Ghost, and a renewal of the Pentecostal miracle. There
will of course be this difference, that henceforth the Bishops will
no longer speak with tongues, like the apostles and disciples on
the day of Pentecost, but only with the tongue of the Infallible
Pope, and will utter in this way the thoughts and words of the
Holy Ghost. Hence not the slightest effect is produced when
any one, say a German or Englishman, points to the terrible
intellectual stumbling-block that will thereby be obtruded on the
faithful, and the perplexity and inward alienation of so many
thousands, and those too the higher and leading minds, which
may be certainly foreseen. The gain will far exceed the loss;
numberless Protestants and schismatics, attracted by the powerful
magnet of Papal Infallibility, and the power of the Holy Ghost,
hidden in Papal utterances, will stream into the Church—that is
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the sort of vision hovering before these men. And a man who
believes in an age of the Holy Ghost cares nothing for what is
said of the breach with the views and traditions of the ancient
Church involved in the new article of faith: he thinks it quite in
order that a new dogma should inaugurate a new era. Compared
with such fanaticism, the speech of another Infallibilist leader,
a Frenchman, at a public dinner, sounds sober, though in its
way it is no less extravagant, when he assures us that the great
connoisseur and discoverer of subterranean Rome, the Cavaliere
de Rossi, has detected Papal Infallibility in the Catacombs, and
whoever wants to see and appreciate it there, has only to descend
into them.

Pius 1x. finds that he can undertake what he likes with a
majority so absolutely devoted to him and simply at his beck.
The assurance, so often reiterated not long ago, that nothing
was meant to be decreed which could disturb Governments
or introduce conflicts between Church and State, seems to be
already forgotten or held superfluous, and a number of Bishops,
at a general audience, heard, not without consternation, from the
mouth of the highest authority, the statement that the Syllabus
must be made dogmatic: it would be better to yield in other
points than give that up.

Meanwhile the Opposition grows visibly stronger, and men
like Darboy, Dupanloup, and MacHale, Archbishop of Tuam,?
are not to be despised as leaders. They are not content with
getting rid of Infallibility and the Syllabus, but strive for some
freedom in the Council, and here they find sympathy even
among the Infallibilists. For to have their hands so completely
tied by the Pope's regulations, has surpassed all, even the worst,
anticipations of the Bishops. That first gleam of hope, excited
by the announcement that the Bishops would be allowed to
propose motions, has speedily vanished. For it has become clear

2 [Archbishop MacHale does not seem to have justified this
anticipation.—TR.{FNS]
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that this was merely intended to save the Pope from having to
propose his own Infallibility to the Council, and provide for the
motion emanating from the Bishops—according to the present
plan, the Spanish Bishops. The right of initiation is rendered
purely illusory by the fact that the Pope has reserved to himself
and the Commission he has named, composed of the stanchest
Infallibilists, the sanction or rejection of every motion. To
this must be added the regulations for the order of business,
and the naming by the Pope of all the officials of the Council,
as well as the scrutators and presidents of Congregations or
Commissions. This is an act of arbitrary power, and a gagging
of the Council, far beyond anything attempted even at Trent.
Yet at Trent the want of freedom was felt to be so great that for
300 years the Catholic world has manifested no desire to repeat
the experiment of a Council. But what will be the impression
made by the present Council, where the order of business is
so managed as to make any serious discussion impossible?
The strongest expressions of discontent come from the French
Prelates, they feel how undignified, not to say ridiculous, is
the rble assigned to them,—of saying Placet to ready-made
decrees—even more keenly than the Germans, who are also
greatly disgusted. Attempts to protest against this oppressive
code in the Congregation were suppressed by the declaration of
the President, Cardinal de Luca, that the Pope had so ordained,
and no discussion could be allowed on the subject. He would
allow neither the courageous Bishop Strossmayer nor Archbishop
Darboy to say a word on these intolerable restrictions. The whole
scene made a profound impression.

On December 14 the two parties measured their strength
and organization in electing the twenty-four members for the
Commission de Fide, which is, of course, the most important
of all. The Liberals were completely overmatched, and,
notwithstanding their 200 votes, not indeed properly combined,
failed to carry one of their candidates. Neither Dupanloup
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nor Hefele could be brought in. A list of names to be
voted for from the Propaganda was handed to every trusted
partisan; the Italians and Spaniards were also furnished with
one, and so all the Infallibilist leaders appear on the list of the
Committee, Manning and Deschamps, Martin and Senestrey,
Pie of Poitiers, Reynier of Cambray, then some Italians,
Spaniards, and South Americans,—these therefore are the flower
of theological learning among the Bishops. One of these men
they must keep their eye fixed on, for he seems called to take
a place of supreme importance and honour in this Council,
and if all goes well, will certainly be counted with the heroes
of ancient Councils, Athanasius, Cyril, and Augustine. This
is Mgr. Cardoni, Archbishop of Edessa, Secretary to the
Congregation for examining Bishops, Consultor of several other
Congregations, theologian of the Dataria, and President of the
Ecclesiastical Academy. Yet this man was not long ago a very
obscure personage, even in Rome, but as First Consultor of the
Preparatory Commission of Dogmas, he composed the report or
Votum of forty pages on Papal Infallibility. This is now printed
and distributed, and serves as the basis for the discussion on the
subject to be introduced in Council. Cardoni himself, as reporter,
will discharge the necessary offices of midwife at the birth of the
new dogma; he will have the last word if any doubts or objections
are raised, and then at least 500 votes will proclaim at once the
Infallibility of the Pope and the triumph of the greatest and most
fortunate of Roman theologians. Cardoni will immediately be
made Cardinal; as he brings this Divine gift to the Pope, he will
himself partake in the enjoyment of what is so much indebted to
him, and will reap the harvest of his labours.
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Rome, Dec. 20, 1869.—It may truly be said that theology is
now rare, very rare, in Rome. There is, of course, no lack of
theologians; the Pope himself has no less than a hundred, chiefly
monks; but if they were all pounded together in a mortar into one
theologian, even this one would find some difficulty in getting his
claims recognised in Germany. If any one here were to demand
of the so-called theologians what, between the North Sea and
the Alps, is considered the first requisite for a theologian,—the
capacity of reading the New Testament and the Greek Fathers
and Councils in the original language,—he would be ridiculed
as a dreamer. And as to the theology of many Bishops, one is
often reminded of the daughters of Phorcys, who had only one
eye and one tooth, which they lent each other by turns to use. Not
a few of them flutter about Infallibility like flies about a candle,
in evident fear of getting burnt. But when the critical moment
comes, they will vote obediently as the master whose power they
have sworn to increase bids them. If the Prelates were even
slightly acquainted with Church history, they would certainly
recoil in terror from the maxims and doctrines their decision will
recall from the realm of shadows they seem to have sunk into,
and clothe again with flesh and blood. They would recoil from
the complications and contests they and their successors must
hereafter be involved in with all nations and governments, as
forced executors of every infallible utterance of 256 Popes.

The sudden departure of Cardinal Mathieu, Archbishop of
Besancon, is connected with the election of the Commission on
Faith, which turned out so unfortunately for the Germans; the
French Bishops after the previous consultation had divided their
forces, the Infallibilists voting for Bonnechose, their opponents
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for Cardinal Mathieu. The defeated party wanted to protest
against a scandalous intrigue about the election, carried on by
a man whose name | suppress; and Mathieu's sudden departure
was in order to avoid being mixed up with the conflict, and from
disgust at the whole affair.

A singular incident not long since created some sensation and
amusement in English circles. The English Bishops, like their
Archbishop, Manning, are declared Infallibilists—a tendency
first introduced among the clergy there since Wiseman's time,
for before that Gallican views prevailed almost universally in
England, and definite assurances were given on the subject at the
time of Catholic Emancipation. And as Papal Infallibility implied
necessarily the doctrine of the Pope's dominion over monarchs
and governments, which was formally abjured—e.g., in the
Irish clerical seminary of Maynooth—the Infallibilist theory was
supposed to be shelved also. It chanced that lately the Pall
Mall Gazette, which is much read even here, under the heading,
“The Infallibility of the Pope a Protestant Invention,” quoted
the following question and answer from a widely-used manual
of instruction, approved by many Bishops, and highly praised
even in Manning's journal, the Tablet, called The Controversial
Catechism:—"“Q. Are not Catholics bound to believe that the
Pope is in himself infallible?—A. This is a Protestant invention,
and is no article of Catholic belief; no Papal decision can bind
under pain of heresy, unless received and prescribed by the
teaching body, the Bishops of the Church.”

At the moment | am writing, there is a pause, but by no means
a truce. Le Concile ne marche pas, mais il intrigue, | heard
a Frenchman say this morning. The acoustic qualities of the
Assembly Hall, which is the whole height of St. Peter's, make
it quite unfit for use. If anything is to be proclaimed, it must be
shouted at full pitch to the four sides. It happened the other day
that the Bishops on one side were crying Placet, while those on
the other side expressed their opinion by Non placet, quia nihil
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intelleximus. Pius ix., who was long ago made aware of the state
of the case, really thought that all discussion was superfluous.
And as the hall must be abandoned as utterly useless, the 120,000
scudi lavished on preparing it are wasted. There is no lack of
funds, however; so much so, that 20,000 scudi have been spent
already on laying the foundation of the memorial pillar of the
Council. These things must make an indescribable impression on
those who have heard most touching pictures drawn in the pulpit
at home of the wants and poverty of the Head of the Church.

Antonelli, to whom the impossibility of carrying on the
Council in this place has been represented, has now taken
the matter in hand, and another chamber is to be found and got
ready. A room in the Quirinal is talked of, or the atrium over
St. Peter's in the Sistine. The latter would be an ominous place,
for in the Sala Regia, which the Bishops must pass through to
enter the Sistine, is Vasari's famous picture, painted by order
of Gregory xin., for the glorification of the massacre of St.
Bartholomew. The contemplation of this picture, which now,
since the publication of the nuncio Salviati's despatches, the Pope
is proved to have ordered with full knowledge of the real nature
of that horrible occurrence, and full intention of sanctioning it,
might perhaps somewhat indispose the Prelates to vote for the
articles of the Syllabus on religious coercion and the power of
the Church to inflict bodily punishment. Antonelli means now
to take up the Council in earnest. For him, indeed, who was
formerly an advocate, the theological side of Infallibility has
little interest; but he is too skilful and experienced a statesman
and financier not to appreciate keenly the gain to be derived from
the new dogma in all countries, in the shape of power, influence,
and revenue. He understands well enough, and better than many
statesmen this side the Alps, the incalculable consequences of
having it henceforth taught and insisted on as a first principle in
every catechism, public school, and country pulpit, that Papal
decrees and decisions, not only in the domain of faith but of
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morals, the relations of Church and State, and the whole life of
society, are absolutely infallible,—of its being made the first and
crucial question for Catholics in all cases, What has the infallible
Pope, either the reigning pontiff or one of his predecessors,
decided on this point, or what will he decide if asked?

A Bull appeared yesterday, which, if read and understood,
would create great excitement. It professes to abolish a part
of the numerous excommunications late sententize, 2> which the
Popes have gradually accumulated; but virtually it is intended
as a renewal or confirmation of the Bull In Ceend Domini,
which Clement xiv. (Ganganelli) first dropped the custom of
publishing annually, and which, from his time, had been regarded,
everywhere out of Rome, as abrogated, though the Curia always
maintained that it was binding in principle, as Crétineau-Joli
shows in his Memoirs of Consalvi. | am only giving here the
judgment of a friend who has read the Bull. If he is rightly
informed, itis butthe first link in a chain of decrees embodying the
retrospective force of the anticipated dogma, for the saying will
hold good then, “Quod fuimus erimus, quod fecimus faciemus.”
Every claim once advanced must be maintained, every doctrinal
proposition renewed, and so the living body will be chained to a
corpse.

Desertions from the ranks of the Opposition to the majority of
500, must, no doubt, be reckoned on, and the renegades will say,
like Talleyrand, that they are not deserting, but only coming in
earlier than others. Whether these desertions will be numerous
enough to reduce the minority to 40 or 50, as the authorities
hope, will be determined when the question of opportuneness
gets disentangled from the question of principle. For it requires
more than common courage to make open profession of disbelief

2L Excommunications late sententiz, as distinguished from excommunication
ferendae sententiae, are those which immediately take effect on the commission
of the forbidden act, without requiring any sentence of Pope or Bishop to be
pronounced.
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in the Infallibilist dogma at Rome, since the Pope, in his letters
to Manning and Deschamps, has indulged in severe censures
of those who question his infallibility; and every Cardinal and
Monsignore is accustomed to express himself in the same sense.

Can this Council, then, which can move neither hand nor foot,
be called free? Is an assembly free, when no speech can be made,
no single decision come to, without the express permission of
an external master? If this is freedom, there has never been an
unfree Council. So | hear many saying, as well clergy as laity,
and even Bishops. The Pope, of course, has not forgotten that,
on the day of his election, sitting on the High Altar of that very
church where the Council is now being held, he was adored
by the Cardinals, and four days afterwards crowned with the
triple tiara, with the words, “Scias te esse rectorem orbis.” It has
been summoned to arrange and negotiate the transition from the
previous condition of the Church to a new one. Till now, at least
in theory, Councils were, or were supposed to be, assemblies
deliberating and deciding freely. But, in the new condition of
the Church, under the rule of Papal Infallibility, assemblies of
Bishops are purely superfluous, or only useful as machines for
acclamation. The present assembly stands midway between the
old Church and the new, and participates in both. The vital breath
of freedom and independence it is deprived of, but it is not yet
a mere acclamation-machine: it can still dissent and say, Non
placet. On the day when the new dogma is proclaimed, and the
eternal city again, as in 1517,%? declares its joy by illuminations,
the Synod will have killed itself with its own hand, and marched
into the grave as the last of its generation. And just as when a
knight died the last of his race, his shield was broken and his arms
obliterated, so will the usual chapter De Conciliis be obliterated
from the dogmatic manuals.

22 \When the news arrived from Paris of the abolition of the Pragmatic Sanction,
i.e., of the reforms of Basle.
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Rome, Dec. 23, 1869.—The Council is suspended for a while,
for want of an available place of meeting, or is occupied only
in studying the Schemata that have been distributed at home,
and deliberating in different sections. The German Bishops
have resolved to address a memorial to the Pope, protesting
against being put into a strait-waistcoat by the regulations for the
order of business, and claiming the right of proposing motions
freely. They think it intolerable that every proposal, wish, or
motion should have first to be examined, revised, and mutilated
or changed at their pleasure by two Commissions, before it
can even come on for discussion. And how are these two
Commissions composed? Of course, the eight German Bishops
who have already separated themselves from their countrymen,
and prefer to associate with Spaniards and South Americans,
hold aloof from this proceeding too. If I am correctly informed,
a similar memorial has been handed in from the French Bishops;
it was, at least, being circulated for signature during the last few
days.

You will have received, or found in the French and English
papers, the Bull of Excommunications | mentioned in my last.
As | said before, it is a re-issue of the Bull In Caena Domini.
Certain excommunications nobody paid any attention to are
dropped out, as, e.g., of sovereigns and governments who levy
taxes without permission of the Pope. But new censures of wide
application have come into their place. In reading the Bull, one
feels as if one had got into the thick of a tempest, so fierce and
frequent are the lightning-flashes of the Vatican ban, darting and
burning in all directions. If they were to be treated seriously,
there would not be many houses in the cities of Europe that



Fifth Letter. 71

would not be struck. The Bishops are hit hard; one unpleasant
surprise follows on another. While they are considering how to
secure a minimum of freedom in the Council, they are suddenly
overwhelmed with a hailstorm of excommunications, many of
which are directly aimed at themselves, but all of which are to
be administered and executed by them and their clergy. They
are summoned to Rome, and hardly have they got there when
this Bull of anathemas, drawn up without their knowledge or
participation, and which thrusts the souls intrusted to them by
thousands out of the Church, is sent to them; and the whole
burden of it, with all its endless consequences and complications,
is laid on their shoulders. They seem intended to drain the cup
of humiliation to the dregs. The only persons pleased with the
Bull, as far as | can see, are the Jesuits, who are in the very
best spirits here in Rome, and see both present and future in
the most rosy hues. The view of the pious Bishops is simple
and unanimous: the more excommunications, so many more
reserved cases and perplexed and tormented consciences. But
the confessionals of the Jesuits will be doubly thronged, who are
furnished with all sorts of plenary powers of absolution, and are
thus made indispensable, and placed in a very superior position
to the secular clergy. Moreover, the Bishops are deprived of
the power of absolving from these censures. So each of these
multiplied excommunications is worth its weight in gold to the
Order, and helps to build Colleges and Professed Houses.

The Bull containing directions in the event of the Pope's death
occurring during the Council was not issued by Pius 1x. from any
real anxiety to provide for such an occurrence,—for he enjoys
the best health, and in all probability will falsify the old proverb,
“Non numerabis annos Petri.”?%]

2 [This formula, often mistakenly supposed to occur in the Papal Coronation
service, refers to the traditional length of St. Peter's pontificate—twenty-five
years. No Pope has yet reigned to the end of his twenty-fifth year, and only one
has entered on the beginning of it. Pius IX.{FNS completes his twenty-fourth
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No one really supposed the Council would claim the right of
electing in Conclave, as occurred once under totally different
circumstances, after the deposition of a Pope (John xxin.) at
Constance. The real point of the document lies in the declaration
that the Council is to be at once dissolved on the Pope's death, as
a corpse from which the soul has departed. And this is a decisive
intimation of the relations not only of the dead but of the living
Pope to the Council. The Bull might be summed up in the words,
“Without me you are nothing, and against me and my will you
can do nothing.”

The opposition of German and French Bishops to the new
dogma was more or less anticipated here; what was not expected
was that the Orientals, numbering about sixty, and the North
American Bishops, would pronounce against it. The former
declare openly that no surer means could be found to throw
back their Churches into schism, and place them under the
holy Synod in St. Petersburg or the Patriarch in Stamboul. The
Americans ask how they are to live under the free Constitutions
of their Republic, and maintain their position of equality with
their (Protestant) fellow-citizens, after committing themselves to
the principles attested by Papal Infallibility, such as religious
persecution and the coercive power of the Church, the claim of
Catholicism to exclusive mastery in the State, the Pope's right
to dispense from oaths, the subjection of the civil power to his
supreme dominion, etc. The inevitable result would be that
Catholics would be looked upon and treated as pariahs in the
United States, that all religious parties would be banded together
against them as common enemies, and would endeavour, as far
as possible, to exclude them from public offices. One of the
American Bishops lately said, “Nobody should be elected Pope
who has not lived three years in the United States, and thus learnt
to comprehend what is possible at this day in a freely governed
Commonwealth.”

year on June 16, 1870.—TR.{FNS
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But even in the apparently compact and admirably organized
mass of the 500 Infallibilists, softly whispered doubts are begin-
ning to be heard here and there. Before the eyes of some of
these devoted Prelates hovers a pale and warning ghost, called
exclusion of the clergy and of Catholic instruction from the pub-
lic schools. It would indeed be impossible to put more effective
weapons into the hands of the powerful and increasing party who
are aiming at this, than by giving its due prominence henceforth
in all Catechisms to the supreme article of faith of Papal In-
fallibility, with some of its consequences expressed, and others
left to be orally supplied by the teacher, so that boys and girls
would be trained in full knowledge of the glaring contradiction
between religion and the order of the State, the Church and the
Constitution of their country.?* A Belgian layman here assured
me yesterday that the result of the new dogma in his country
would be a powerful movement against the position of the clergy
in the primary schools; the gymnasia and middle schools they
have lost already. One of the Belgian Bishops even is said
to begin to be troubled with these apprehensions. And now a
cry of distress is rising from England. The National Education
League has published its programme for a system of compulsory
education of the people, excluding all denominational teaching,
and only allowing the Bible for religious reading. The English
Bishops now in Rome, who are fanatical for the new dogma,
may ask themselves if on their return home they could make a
more acceptable present to the Committee of this already very
powerful League than by issuing a corrected Catechism, enriched
with the new article of faith. A penny edition of it would bring in
hundreds of thousands of members to the League, and admirably
further the design it now openly proclaims of “absorbing in a
friendly way” the schools already existing.

24 [This point is forcibly dwelt on by Count Daru in his memorandum, which
the Pope refused to lay before the Council.—TR.{FNS]
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Rome, Dec. 24, 1869.—The first part of a tolerably
comprehensive document, or Schema, has been distributed, it
is said, to the Bishops, “sub secreto pontificio,” and no less
than seventeen parts equally comprehensive are to follow. The
Schema of a dogmatic constitution contra multiplices errores ex
Rationalismo derivatos Patrum examini propositum is a sort of
doctrinal compendium, divided into chapters, and, as is easily
seen, is only an amplification of the opening propositions of
the Syllabus. In this way we shall have the unprecedented
occurrence of a Papal decree, extending to the length of a book,
issued with the approval of the Council. If it is received and
promulgated in this shape, it will create astonishment by its
wholly unconciliar form. It is thrown into a declamatory shape;
it indulges in complaints and reproaches about the blindness and
misery of men, who have fallen into so many deadly errors, even
materialism and pantheism; it carries on its front the impress of
the new Jesuit school, and seems to be inspired by the aim of
bringing before the contemporary world, in their crudest form, all
the hardest and most offensive principles of particular doctrinal
schools, which it has hitherto been endeavoured to soften or
set aside. For the originator of this tractate assures us that the
aversion of men for such doctrines is only one of the poisonous
fruits of Rationalism. Here is a characteristic specimen. At
that Florentine Synod of 1439, which bequeathed such painful
recollections both to East and West, Eugenius IV. had it defined
“that the souls of those who die only in original, or in actual
mortal sin, descend into hell, but are unequally punished.”?®

% “Animas eorum qui in solo peccato originali, vel mortali actuali decedunt,
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This proposition has sadly tormented theologians, and they have
devised all sorts of ways of softening or explaining it, even
assuming the very doubtful authority of this Council, which
was rejected by the whole Gallican Church. For even the most
resolute faith recoils in horror from the logical inference, that
God has created the human race in order from generation to
generation to plunge into hell far the larger portion of mankind,
simply because they have not received the baptism which in
most cases was never offered them. The vast gulf between this
proposition and the Scriptural doctrine that God is Love, and
wills all men to be saved, no theologian has undertaken to bridge
over. But the Roman Jesuit to whom we owe this Schema really
thinks these are just the doctrines best adapted to cure men of
this age of the fatal Rationalism they have fallen into.?® This
reminds one strongly of Antonelli's saying, that these Fathers
have a special talent for ruining whatever they touch.

The death of Cardinal Reisach is considered here an irreparable
loss, and above all by the Pope himself, whose confidence he
enjoyed more than any other Cardinal. He had the greatest share
in preparing the propositions laid before the Council, and had
he been able to make his influence felt, he would certainly have
given powerful support to the new dogmas. He passed here for
a man of comprehensive learning and great penetration. His
friends used to commend his friendly and genial nature. For us
Germans he was a sort of phenomenon, a show specimen of his
kind, so to speak. In him we saw how far a German can go
in the process of being Italianized, so radically was his whole
being metamorphosed into that of the Italian prelatura, and the
peculiar circle of thought in which Roman clerics and dignitaries
move had become a second nature to him. What distinguishes a

in infernum descendere, pcenis tamen disparibus puniendas.”

2% “|mprimis itaque fide Catholica, tenendum est illorum animas,” etc. The
author seems really to believe that the Rationalistic tendencies of the age can
be cured with an emetic.
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Roman Prelate is, first, that liturgical endowment—that willing
absorption in the caeremonia, as the old Romans partly originated
and partly borrowed it from the Etruscans—and next, the faculty
of calculating quickly and surely what loss or gain in power and
influence the settlement of any ecclesiastical question will bring.
Reisach was eminent in both respects. No one excelled him in
reverence for every line of the rubric and every ceremonial detail,
as practised here. And again, in his dislike for German science,
literature, and theology, he had become a thorough Italian, so that
his ignorance of even the most famous intellectual products of
Germany was quite fabulous. To him principally were addressed
the denunciations of German works not composed exactly to the
taste of the Roman Jesuits, and it was he who arranged with
the Congregation of the Index the censures pronounced during
recent years on the works of learned Germans.

Thus then there is a niche left vacant in the Roman temple
of heroes. Another Reisach will not so easily be found; for it is
given to very few men to transmute their originally single nature
into the form of the Siamese twins, inhabited by two souls, a
German and an Italian.?” If the vacant Hat is not to be the price
of desertion from the ranks of the Opposition, but the reward
of past services, three German Bishops may put in a claim for
it, Martin, Senestrey, and Fessler. In fiery zeal for the good
cause, restless activity, and unquestioning devotion, they are on
a par, and were all Germany like-minded with this trio, the great
sacrifice—"il sacrificio del intelletto”—so variously commended
by the Civilta, would have long since been accomplished, and
the Jesuits might hold up the Germans as a model for all nations
to follow. Meanwhile for the moment Fessler occupies the most
conspicuous position.

Postscript.—I have just learnt that the Pope is not disposed
to give up his Council Hall in St. Peter's. Another attempt to

2" [Cardinal Reisach, who was formerly Archbishop of Munich, used to say
he had almost forgotten how to speak German.—TR.{FNS]
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hold a General Congregation there is to be made on Tuesday,
which can hardly be a success. The natural consequence will
be that the second Solemn Session, announced for January 6,
will fall through from lack of any decrees ready to promulgate.
The protest of a portion of the French Episcopate against the
order of business has really been sent in, and this has inspired
fresh courage into the German and Hungarian prelates, who have
drawn up a protest against the innovations differing so widely
from the form of the ancient Councils; they dwell especially on
the violation of the right belonging by Divine institution to the
Bishops. | need not say that the notorious eight—the Jesuit pupils
and the Tyrolese Bishops—declined to join in this proceeding.
Meanwhile scruples have arisen among the other pupils of the
Jesuits, which again bring the whole affair into doubt. There is a
notion among the French of dividing the Council into assemblies,
formed according to the different languages, so as to get over
the difficulty or impossibility of carrying on a free discussion
in Latin. But then it became clear at once that, through the
number of missionary Bishops, and Swiss or Belgians of the
Romance tongues, the majority would be on the side of the
Infallibilist party. And the Pope, who hates all these assemblies
of Bishops, has interposed by causing a sort of standing order to
be proclaimed, through the curialistic Cardinal Bonnechose, that
he will allow no meetings of more than twenty Bishops.



Seventh Letter.

Cardinal Schwarzenberg has been the subject of conversation in
Rome for the last few days. He is said to have formally gone
over to the Infallibilist camp, and the report will no doubt make
the round of Europe. But it is not true, and he himself declares,
notwithstanding appearances, that he has not changed, and does
not mean to change, his attitude and mind. The circumstance
which has given occasion to the rumour is as follows:—

In a combined meeting of German and Hungarian Bishops,
it was resolved, on Haynald's motion, to request of the Pope a
better representation, and one more accordant with the dignity
of the two Churches, on the Commissions. It was hoped that a
majority of the French and a considerable number of the North
American and Oriental Bishops, and even some Spanish and
Italian Prelates, would join in this step. For Haynald's object was
to propose that the whole assembly should be divided into eight
national groups, and that each of these “eight nations” should
be entitled to have two or three members, elected from its own
body,—some sixteen or twenty-four in all—added to the four
elected Commissions, and to the Commission nominated by the
Pope for examining all motions proposed. This, it was thought,
would secure a counterpoise to the skilfully disciplined majority
which was crushing out all opposition. For it has already become
evident that the strength of the Romanist party lies in the number
of titular Bishops selected by the Pope, and Vicars-Apostolic or
missionary Bishops; in persons, that is, who, having no flocks,
or only having them in expectation, represent in fact nothing
and nobody, and can therefore bear no testimony to the faith of
their Churches, which have no existence. The Germans were
greatly elated by this project; they admired and congratulated

[118]



[119]

[120]

80 Letters From Rome on the Council

themselves on having shown so much spirit, and daring to tell
the Pope something widely different from the assurance that
they were ready to die in absolute subjection to him. Hereupon
Schwarzenberg came forward to declare that he would not sign
the petition, as he did not choose to compromise himself
further with the Pope, and Rauscher of Vienna, and Tarnéczy of
Salzburg, sided with him. This caused great consternation, and at
the first moment many thought it betokened an entire apostasy,
and that in Schwarzenberg's case the Cardinal had triumphed over
the German. But he has so emphatically denied this that he must
be believed. It is very conceivable that Schwarzenberg, seeing
more deeply into the situation at Rome, was led by grounds of
expediency to take this course; possibly the mere wish to make
as sparing use as they could of the fund of high spirit and courage
brought from Germany, and the fear of using it up too quickly,
in case the Council should last some time, may have determined
the three Prelates to decline subscribing. Already a new demand
has been made upon the Bishops, to adopt the Schema the Pope
had intrusted the preparation of to the Jesuits.

The contest over this Schema has begun in good earnest,
according to the impression made by the General Congregation
held yesterday, Dec. 28. The first part of the Schema was the one
the speakers dwelt on,—as far, that is, as they could be heard, for
the acoustic uselessness of the hall makes itself felt before and
behind, and the pulpit had to be carried about all round the room
before the right position could be hit upon for it. Meanwhile it had
transpired, who were the authors of the Schema which the Pope
meant to promulgate, “with the approbation of the Council,” as a
binding rule of faith. They were two German Jesuits, Schrader,
and another, either Franzelin or Kleutgen. It is remembered
how, a year ago, a great deal was made in the newspapers of
distinguished German scholars having been summoned to Rome
for the preliminary labours of the Council. If several of the
names mentioned created surprise from their obscurity, it gave
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satisfaction to find among those invited men like Hefele and
Haneberg. It is now clear that every work of real importance was
intrusted to other hands, chiefly to the Jesuits, while Hefele was
summoned to Rome to extract the ceremonial from the Acts of the
Council of Trent, after which he was dismissed, and Haneberg
was commissioned to prepare a report on Eastern monasteries.
Schrader has become notorious as the advocate of the extremest
Papal system by his book De Unitate Romana Commentarius,
where he treats all episcopal authority as a mere emanation of
the Papal. According to him, every article of the Syllabus is to
be so understood that the contradictory statement contains the
true doctrine. It was therefore with very good reason that he
was chosen out to draw up the Schema, or, in other words, to
fabricate a second strait-waistcoat for theology, after the Council
had already been put into one in the regulations for the order of
business.

The Schema has aroused manifold displeasure, even among
allies of Schrader and his brethren, and men who, like them,
are Infallibilists. What | hear said everywhere is that the whole
thing is a poor and very superficial piece of patchwork, with
more words than ideas, and, as the blind old Archbishop Tizzani
said in the Congregation, is above all designed to stamp the
opinions of the Jesuit school as dogmas, and to substitute a
string of new obligatory articles of faith for the theologumena
or doctrines of the theological schools hitherto left open to the
judgment of individuals. For a Society, like that of Loyola's
disciples, it is of supreme importance to possess in the multitude
of new anathemas what will always supply abundant matter for
accusations; it appertains to their “arcana dominationis” always
to keep alive the fear of being charged with heresy. It makes other
theologians dependent on the Order, and cramps their literary
energies. And it must be borne in mind that there are no longer
any powerful theological corporations which might meet the
Jesuits on equal terms. Were the Schema to be adopted, very few
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professors of Old Testament Exegesis could escape the charge of
heresy, so far is the inspiration of the scriptural books, even the
deutero-canonical, extended here for the first time.

And thus it happened yesterday that there was no single speaker
for the Schema, but all, beginning with Cardinal Rauscher, spoke
against it; and Archbishop Conolly of Halifax said in so many
words, “Censeo Schema cum honore esse sepeliendum.” This of
course has only been the beginning of the discussion, and we are
naturally in suspense as to how it will proceed. But so much
is already gained, that a spirit of independence is roused among
the Bishops. Much is said here about the desertion of certain
Bishops from the ranks of the Opposition, and new names are
mentioned every morning, often with the remark that So-and-so
has let himself be caught with the bait of one of the fifteen vacant
Hats. These Hats are held here to be capable of working miracles.
There is thought to be no more effective means of working the
conversion of a hardened anti-Infallibilist than a decoration of
that kind, and, in truth, the number might not be great of those
who would say with Darboy, “Je n'ai point de rhumer de cerveau,
je n'ai pas besoin de chapeau.” As long as fifteen of these Hats are
suspended in the air ready to descend on a willing head, so long,
every ltalian is convinced, there can be no lack of conversions.
The example of the Synod of Constantinople in 859 is quoted,
where the Bishops were induced to vote for the deposition of
Synesius by promising each of them separately the Patriarchal
throne. Yet of the majority of French, German, Hungarian, and
American Bishops, no one who knows them would expect this
weakness; and so on closer inspection these rumours come to
nothing. Even Ketteler, who had been given up for lost on
account of his intimate relations with the Jesuits,—he lives in the
German College—shows himself firm, and the most important
personage who as yet has deceived the expectations formed of
him is Cardinal Bonnechose, Archbishop of Rouen. It is stated
in German circles that fifteen Spanish Bishops are wavering, and
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show a disposition to join the Opposition. The apprehension that
the other party, whose admirable organization and adroitness
in manceuvring deserves the highest praise, will carry through
Infallibility by a coup still survives, and only yesterday several
Bishops entered the Council Hall in dread of being taken by
surprise by the acclamation. Cardinal di Pietro says it is no longer
possible to drop the affair; things have gone too far already.

I understand the feeling of the Roman clergy, and their
indignation at these stubborn Hyperboreans. It is as though one
wanted to snatch from the hands of the thirsty wanderer, who,
after long toil, had at length reached the fountain, the cup he was
raising to his lips. With Infallibility, as it is now defined and
made clear as the sun at noonday by the Jesuits, all resistance
is broken, every attack triumphantly parried, every end brought
within reach. If the Curia once becomes by this means the horny
Siegfried, no vulnerable point even in the back will be left. The
Jesuit Schrader, in his book on Roman unity, has proved that
every act and every ordinance of the Pope is infallible. For,
as he says, “all Papal measures, as regards their truth, belong
to the order of faith, or morals, or law. All decrees, whatever
their subject, always contain a true doctrine, whether speculative,
moral, or juridical. But the Pope is infallible in the order of truth
and doctrine, and therefore in all his decrees.” Your readers
will believe | am ridiculing or calumniating the valiant Jesuit,
who shines at present as a star of the first magnitude in the
theological heavens of Rome; but | have only given a faithful
translation, as any one may ascertain for himself. That is the
logic which prevails here, and which no Roman cleric doubts to
be of triumphant force.

Dec. 30.—The second Session of the General Congregation
on the Schema took place yesterday. About a third of the hall
had been cut off by a partition, so that the speakers could be
somewhat better understood. Among the five speakers, who, like
the seven that had preceded them, pronounced for the rejection
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of the Schema, Strossmayer, and Ginoulbiac, of Grenoble, who
is considered the best theologian among the French Bishops,
commanded most attention. The Schema was again censured
for going much too far in its statements and condemnations,
and it was shown that the Council, by accepting it, would enter
on a wholly new path, widely different from that of the earlier
Councils, where the Church would be forced into constantly
narrower definitions, until a complete dogmatic philosophy, stiff
and rigid, had been formalized. Strossmayer also observed on
the formula of promulgation selected by Pius, which represents
the Pope as a dogmatic lawgiver, and the Council as a mere
consultative body called in to assist him, that it is an unheard-of
innovation, departing from all conciliar traditions. This led to
an opposite statement by Cardinal Capalti, one of the Presidents,
and a reply from Strossmayer. As yet no single one of the host of
500 has said a word in defence of the Schema. The excitement is,
as may be conceived, great. That even Rauscher came forward
against the Schema created the more sensation, as it was he who
brought its author, Schrader, to the University of Vienna.
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Rome, Jan. 8, 1870.—One month is now gone by without any
result, or, as many here say, simply wasted. The first real
Session, on January 6, went off without any single decree being
published. It has produced a very painful impression generally,
that, for the obvious purpose of something to do, the unmeaning
ceremony has been adopted of swearing to the profession of faith
which every Prelate had already sworn to at his ordination and at
other times. The question was inevitably forced on men's minds
whether this profusion of superfluous swearings, in an assembly
of men on whose orthodoxy no shadow of suspicion had been cast,
was at all fitting or reconcilable with the Scriptural prohibition
of needless oaths. But the Session had been announced, and
the Opposition Bishops, contrary to expectation, had found a
great deal to censure in the Schema in general and in detail, so
that in four General Congregations nothing had been effected.
The simplest plan would have been to defer the Session, and
anywhere else that course would have been followed. But in
Rome? That would have been a de facto confession of having
made a mistake, and it is here a first principle that the Curia is
always right. So they had 747 oaths taken, and thus the Solemn
Session was held.

It is exceedingly convenient to have to deal with a majority of
600 Prelates, who are simply your creatures, obedient to every
hint, and admirably disciplined. Three hundred of them are still
further bound to Pius i1x. by a special tie, for they are indebted
to him, as the Civilta of January 1 reminded them, for both food
and lodging, “sono da lui alloggiati e sostentati e assistiti in tutto
il bisognevole alla vita.” Nor does that journal fail to point to
the extreme poverty of many of the Bishops or Vicars-Apostolic,
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drawn hither from Asia, Africa, and Australia; even among the
European Bishops it calls many “poverissimi.” Who has paid
their travelling expenses, it says not. The Civilta may be easy;
none of them will swell the ranks of the Opposition, or attack the
Schema, or refuse their votes and acclamations to the infallibility
of their benefactor. And then the Civilta has another powerful
factor to rely upon; it says, and confirms what it says by the
words used by the Pope at the Centenary, June 27, 1867, that
from the tomb of St. Peter issues a secret force, which inspires
the Bishops with a bold and enterprising spirit and great-hearted
decisions. If | rightly understand the Civilta, it means that for
many Bishops it is a risk, and requires a lofty courage, to vote
for Papal Infallibility here in Rome, while the clergy and laity
of their own dioceses, excepting a few old women of either
sex, never hitherto knew, or wished to know, anything of this
Infallibility, and the prevalent belief has always been that the
business of Bishops at a Council was only to bear witness to
the faith and tradition of their Churches, not to construct new
dogmas strange to the minds of their flocks. “Nous avons changé
tout cela,” thinks the Roman journal, and therefore is the Council
held in St. Peter's, and not in the Lateran, that the “secret force”
may take full effect. Certainly there is no lack of secret forces
here, They are in full activity; there is an address being hawked
about, praying the Pope to take up the Infallibility question at
once, and put the Council in a position to vote upon it. This
time the movement originated with two German Bishops, Martin
of Paderborn and Senestrey of Regensburg.  Slender causes
and great effects! When the pond is full, a couple of moles can
produce a flood by working their way through the dam. Both of
these men have become perceptibly impatient at the obstinate and
rebellious disposition of their German and Austrian colleagues,
and are seeking to hasten the day, when, with the new dogma
in their hands, they may triumph as willing believers over the
forced belief of their brethren, only converted at the last moment.
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The address seems to have flashed suddenly upon the world,
for—so said Mermillod and the rest of the initiated—its very
existence was hardly known of; and it had 500 signatures. It was
not shown to Bishops of notoriously anti-Infallibilist sentiments,
but no labour is spared with the doubtful, and others who have
not yet declared themselves, so that it is quite possible 600
signatures may be scraped together. Papal Infallibility is here
limited to cases where the Pope addresses his dogmatic decision
to the whole Catholic Church.2®6 That was Bellarmine's view,
and it would certainly offer many advantages; for all difficulties
and objections drawn from the first twelve centuries of Church
history would be cut off at a stroke, as it is notorious that no
Pope during that entire period addressed any decree on matters
of faith to the whole Church. The idea never occurred even to a
Gregory vii. or Alexander 1. or Innocent . The two last only
issued decrees at the head and in the name of General Councils.
Boniface vii., in 1302, was the first who in the title addressed
his Bull Unam Sanctam to the whole Christian world. This Bull
therefore, which makes the Pope king of kings and sole lord in
political as in religious matters, would indeed be covered with the
shield of Infallibility, and we should have a firm and immoveable
foundation for the policy and civil law both of the present and the
future. At the same time the various hypotheses and attempted
denials rendered necessary by the case of Pope Honorious would
be got rid of at one blow. Only this little difficulty would remain:
how it came to pass that the Popes, who only needed to prefix
the word “Orbi,” or “Ecclesie Catholica,” to their decrees, in
order to make them infallible and unassailable, so persistently
despised this simple means, and thereby tolerated or produced
so much uncertainty in the world? All their decrees before 1302,

2 «gypremam ideoque ab errore immunem esse Romani Pontificis
auctoritatem, quum in rebus fidei et moram ea statuit ac preecipit que ab
omnibus Christi fidelibus credenda et tenenda, quave rejicienda et damnanda
sunt.”
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and most of them since, are addressed to particular individuals
or corporations, and therefore fallible.

The question now is, whether the minority of some 200
Prelates have spirit and harmony enough for a counter-address.
On this thread the fate of the Catholic Church seems to hang.
Pius 1x. says, “As to Infallibility, | believed it as plain Abbé
Mastai, and now, as Pope Mastai, | feel it.”?° He could therefore
give us the best information, if he “feels” his infallibility, as to
whether he only feels it when he signs a decree addressed to
the whole Church, or also whenever his dogmatic anathemas, of
which we possess such an abundance, are addressed to a single
Bishop or national Church only. Meanwhile, if that large section
of the Infallibilists who are fanatical get the upper hand, no
distinctions will be admitted; the matter will be settled straight
off by acclamation, and the Pope will be simply told, “Thou alone
art always inspired by the Holy Ghost, whether speaking to all, to
many, or to one, and every word of thine is for us the command
of God.” Others naturally opine that the matter cannot be so
easily arranged, but that the question must be taken up in good
earnest and sifted to the bottom, that it may be demonstrated to
the whole world that Infallibility admits of historical illustration.

In a conversation which took place to-day between two leading
men of the opposite parties, a Belgian and a Frenchman, the
former said, “Je veux que I'on discute a fond tous les textes et
tous les faits.” The Frenchman answered, “Je souffre de penser
gue le Saint Siége va étre discuté et disséqué de la sorte!” That is,
in truth, a serious anxiety. To begin with, no discussion among
the Fathers can be dreamt of so long as the Council Hall in St.
Peter's is kept to, for the speeches made there already for the
most part were not understood at all, or only by very few. What
is heard is waves of sound, not words and sentences. But even if
at last a room better suited for human voices and ears is found,

2 «per I'infallibilita, essendo I'Abbate Mastai, I'ho sempre creduto, adesso,
essendo Papa Mastai, la sento.”
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the question of Infallibility would never be submitted to a regular
and really free discussion. How would the Romance majority of
Spaniards and Italians, who are the slaves of the Curia but the
masters of the Council, and whose whole intellectual outfit is
based on the scholasticism of the seminaries—how would they
receive it, if an audacious German or Frenchman were to throw
the light of history and criticism on the rambling Infallibilist
evidences of, e.g., a Perrone? What scenes should we witness!
The offenders would be reduced to silence, not only by the
throats but the feet of the majority.%® Either the discussion will
be broken off, when it is begun, or it will never be allowed to
begin. And therefore so many favour the plan of acclamation;
and it is related how Archbishop Darboy assured the Cardinal de
Luca that such an attempt would be followed by the immediate
departure and protest of a number of Bishops.3!

% [This reads almost like a prophecy, when we remember how afterwards,
and on slighter provocation than is here supposed, hundreds of the Infallibilist
Bishops danced like maniacs round the pulpit when Strossmayer and
Schwarzenberg were speaking, yelling and shaking their fists at them.—Cf.
infr. Letter xxxii.—TR.{FNS]

31 [Archbishop Darboy's interposition stopped the conspiracy being carried
out at the first General Congregation, and four American Bishops disconcerted
a second similar plot on St. Joseph's Day, March 19.—Cf. infr. Letter
XXXVi.—TR.{FNS]
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Rome, Jan. 9, 1870.—The Opposition has become exceedingly
troublesome. The successive gradation of Roman judgments
about it is noteworthy. First, it was said that the Council ran
like a well-oiled machine; that all were of one mind, and only
vied with each other in their devotion to the Supreme Head.
Then the local correspondents of foreign papers reported that
something which looked like opposition was manifesting itself,
but it was a mere drop in the ocean. So said the London Tablet
and Weekly Register. Next they allowed there was certainly
an Opposition, but it was already demoralized, or, as Antonelli
said, must speedily fall to pieces. In diplomatic circles it was
said that they were good people enough, but one must wait a
little till the impressions of Fulda had worn off, and they had
imbibed the spirito Romano; “il leur faut deux mois de Rome, et
tout le monde sera d'accord.” One month more, January, has to
pass, and then in February conversions and desertions will begin.
Meanwhile, Simor, Primate of Hungary, Tarnoczy of Salzburg,
and Manning, are favourites for vacant Hats. It is hoped that
the first will split up the harmony of the Hungarian Bishops, and
bring over some with him as trophies into the Infallibilist camp.

Cardinals Schwarzenberg and Rauscher—that is now become
perfectly clear—have not budged an inch; both of them feel
thoroughly as Germans, and are nowise minded to desert,
cowardly and despairing, into the great Romance camp.
Schwarzenberg has circulated an excellently composed treatise,
which speaks out very judiciously on the real needs of the
Church, and certain reforms which are become urgently needed,
and emphasizes the perversity shown in the demand for the
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Infallibilist dogma.3? Cardinal Rauscher has done the same, and
his treatise against Infallibility is now in circulation. Something
more has occurred also: on the 2d of January, 25 Austrian and
German Bishops, with Schwarzenberg at their head, subscribed a
protest, drawn up by Haynald, Ketteler, and Strossmayer, which
is said to have been read and talked over fifteen times before it
gave entire satisfaction. They appeal to their inherent rights, not
dependent on Papal grace, but on Divine institution; ready as
they are to guard the rights of the Head, they must also demand
that the rights of the members shall be preserved and respected:;
the forms and traditions of the Tridentine Synod should not be
so far departed from. The tone of the document is dignified.
Rauscher has not subscribed though he thoroughly agrees with it,
it is said from considerations the force of which the other Prelates
acknowledged. The petition handed in by 15 French Prelates
for an alteration of the order of business the Pope has answered
by a mere dry refusal. We shall soon see whether the Germans
will meet with similar treatment; in the eyes of these Italians
the most modest criticisms and demands are open rebellion. To
many of the German and Hungarian Bishops even this Protest
seemed too bold and audacious, and they have prepared another
representation, with forty signatures, expressed in much more
moderate terms. They entreat the Pope to be graciously pleased
to allow them to inspect the stenographic reports, and to let the
Bishops print their treatises on the questions laid before them

32 «In specie ne Concilium declaret vel definiat infallibilitatem summi
Pontificis, a doctissimis et prudentissimus fidelibus S. Sedi intime addictis
vehementer optatur. Gravia enim mala exinde oritura timent tum fidelibus
tum infidelibus. Fideles enim ... corde turbarentur magis quam erigerentur,
ac si nunc demum fundamentum Ecclesie et verae doctrine stabiliendum
sit; infideles vero novarum calumniarum et derisionum materiam lucrarentur.
Neque desunt qui ejusmodi definitionem logice impossibilem vocant et ad
ipsam Ecclesiam provocant, que ad instar solis splendorem lucis sug@ monstrat
quidem, sed non definit. Jure denique queeritur, cui usui ista definitio foret, de
cujus sensu, modo et ambitu ampla inter theologos controversia est.”
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without the censorship, for the information of their colleagues.
Posterity will marvel at the humble submissiveness of these
Bishops, and the wisdom of the Roman policy, which, after
two years' preparation for the Council, provides a hall where all
discussion is impossible, and furthermore prohibits the Bishops
from inspecting the stenographic reports of their own speeches.

Some ten of the leading Bishops of different nations have
formed themselves into an International Committee, so as not,
for the future, to ask concessions of the Pope in the name of
one nation only—the French or German. They wish that every
Bishop should be admitted to speak in Congregation according
to the order of inscription, irrespective of hierarchial rank or age,
and that the speeches should be at once printed, and distributed
to the Bishops before the next Session; and finally, that the
Papal Commission for revising motions, which holds the whole
Council in its hands, should be increased by the introduction of
members freely elected. Some further requisitions which I am
not acquainted with are said to be added.

Against these things, which make the Pope very irritable, two
principal remedies are adopted. In the first place, an attempt is
made to prevent any number of Bishops meeting together, either
by direct prohibition or by announcing the displeasure of the
supreme authority against those who take part in such separate
deliberations, which are said to be revolutionary. And next, the
Bishops are worked upon individually, and every one is watched
and taken stock of, on the assumption that everybody has his price,
if one could only discover what it is. Two examples of this may
be cited here. One of the most distinguished German Bishops,
who is free from the usual clerical vanity, and could neither
be bought with titles nor with the cut or colour of a vestment,
was quite lately accosted by the Pope—in full consciousness of
his Vicarship of Christ—with the question, asked in the most
affectionate tone, “Amas me?” What inference was attached to
an affirmative answer need not be specified. The other case
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occurred somewhat earlier. Lavigerie, Bishop of Nancy, came
to Rome coveting some striking mark of distinction. It seemed
worth while to bind him closer to the Curia, and so an article of
ecclesiastical dress was hit upon, which he and no other Bishop
of the Western Church was to wear. It was called a superhumeral,
and is described as a somewhat broader stole, thrown over the
shoulders, and adorned with fringes, with two maniples of the
shape of shields hanging down from it. The effect is said to have
been enormous, and of course since then Mgr. Lavigerie is a
profoundly convinced Infallibilist. “C'est avec de hochets qu'on
meéne les hommes,” said the first Napoleon; but it moves one's
pity to look at Bishops who let themselves be led by the nose by
these childish toys.

Very instructive considerations may be formed here on the
representation of particular nations and national Churches at the
Council. Frenchmen and Germans must practise themselves in
the virtues of humility and modesty, and learn how insignificant
they are in the Catholic Church, in all that concerns doctrine
and legislation. There is the diocese of Breslau, with 1,700,000
Catholics, but its Bishop has not been chosen for any single
Commission, while the 700,000 inhabitants of the present Roman
States are represented by 62 Bishops, and the Italians form half
or two-thirds in every Commission. For the Kingdom of God,
wherein the least is greater than John and all the Prophets,
lies, as is well known, between Montefiascone and Terracina,
and whoever first saw the light in Sonnino, Velletri, Ceccano,
Anagni, or Rieti, is predestinated from the cradle “imperio
regere populos.” It is true the 62 Bishops of this chosen land
and people have not succeeded in restoring the most moderate
standard of morality in their little towns and villages; there
are still whole communities and districts notoriously in league
with brigands—but the Council has no call to trouble itself with
matters of that sort. There are the Archbishops of Cologne
with 1,400,000, of Cambray with 1,300,000, and of Paris with
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2,000,000 Catholics, but any four of the 62 Neapolitan and
Sicilian Bishops can out-vote these Bishops with their 5,000,000
Catholics at their back. Thus the 12,000,000 Catholics of
Germany Proper are represented at this Council by fourteen
votes. Their relative positions may be expressed in this way: in
Church matters twenty Germans count for less than one Italian.
And should a German indulge any fancy that his nation, with its
numerous theological High Schools, and its learned theologians,
might reasonably claim some weight at a Council, he only need
come here to be cured at once of that notion. There is not in all
Italy one single real Theological Faculty, except in Rome; Spain
gets on equally without any higher theological school or any
theology; yet here at the Council some hundreds of Italians and
Spaniards are masters, and are the appointed teachers of doctrine
and dictators of faith for all nations belonging to the Church.

Count Terenzio Mamiani has lately observed, in the Nuova
Antologia, published at Florence, that in Italy there are not so
many religious books printed in half a century as appear in
England or North America (or Germany) in one year. And
we must remember too that the theological literature published
in Tuscany and Lombardy might almost be called copious in
comparison with the nearly absolute sterility of the States of the
Church. Here in Rome you may find a lottery dream-book in
almost every house, but never a New Testament, and extremely
seldom any religious book at all. It seems as though it were a
recognised principle that, the more ignorant a people, the greater
must be the share their hierarchy have in the government of the
Church. And thus we have the question of nationalities within
the bosom of the Church. Everything done here is but the
expression of one idea and the means to one end, and this idea
and end are that the spiritual domination of the Italians over the
other nations, especially over the Germans and French, should
be extended and confirmed. Above a hundred Spaniards have
come from both sides of the ocean to let themselves be used as
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instruments of the Italians at the Council. They have no thought,
or will, or suggestion of their own for the good of the Church.
It is difficult to form a notion of the ignorance of these Latins
in all historical questions, and their entire want of that general
cultivation which is assumed with us as a matter of course in a
priest or bishop. And up to this time | have always found here that
the predilection for the Infallibilist theory is in precise proportion
to the ignorance of its advocates. It has been deemed necessary
still further to help on this immense numerical superiority, and so
the Pope, as | am informed, has appointed during the two years
since the proclamation of the Council 89 Bishops in partibus,
whose flocks are in the moon or in Sirius.

And now for something about the course of procedure in the
Council as to the Schema during the last ten days. There are
only constantly speeches on each side, for a real discussion is
impossible in the Hall, and it is obvious that it was chosen, and
is still kept to in spite of daily experience, for that very reason.3?
Some speakers, however, whom nature has endowed with a
specially ringing voice, have made an unwonted impression. The
most significant occurrence was Cardinal Capalti's interruption
of Strossmayer's speech. The Bishop had touched on the novel
and unconciliar form in which the decrees were to be published,
as decisions of the Pope, with the mere approval or forced
consent of the Council. It was an ominous circumstance that
the assembly sacrificed by its silence the man who was speaking
for its rights. Meanwhile there has been a wholly unexpected
attack on the Schema by a host of speakers, so that Antonelli, on
leaving the Council, said, in visible excitement, to a diplomatist
who was waiting for him, that this could not continue, or the
Council would go on for ten years. Strossmayer was followed
by Ginoulhiac, the learned Bishop of Grenoble, who spoke in
the same sense. The proportion of speakers against the Schema

% [Monsignor Nardi said this totidem verbis to an Anglican clergyman who
was inspecting the Council Hall.—TR.{FNS]
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is overwhelming. In the Session of January 3, all four spoke
against it, even the Patriarch of Venice. An impression was
produced by the warning of the Eastern Patriarch, Hassoun,
against embittering the Orientals, and driving them into schism
by dogmatic innovations. The Italian, Valerga, named by the
Pope to the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem, represented the
Roman standpoint in its crudest form, but he had his speech read
for him by Bishop Gandolfi.

It is now said to be certain that Darboy, Simor, and Tarnéczy
have been apprised of the intention to make them Cardinals. As
regards the two last, the abandonment of all opposition to the
Infallibilist dogma, and to every other decree on faith in a Papal
sense, is an indispensable condition. But with Darboy the case
is different: the Curia must take him as he is or let him alone,
for he cannot be bought at any price. The irritation, complaints,
and sighs of the Pope at having to make this man a Cardinal,
who will not yield or apologize, have already lasted some years.
The Romanist party have published in a Quebec newspaper the
Pope's bitter and reproachful letter to him, to which he made no
reply. Darboy was and is resolved to be the bon& fide Bishop
of his diocese, the largest in the world, and will not admit any
arbitrary encroachments or concurrent jurisdiction of the Court
of Rome to annul his acts at its caprice. “This stinks of schism,”
say the Romans here.* And therefore, according to Roman
notions, he is “a bad Christian,” for he does not believe in Papal
Infallibility, and will not vote for it even as a Cardinal. Moreover,
nobody sees better through the whole web of curialistic policy,
with its artifices, small and great, and he shows not the slightest
sympathy for it, so that in any case he will be a very inconvenient
and unprofitable Cardinal. At the same time he is a man of
rare eloguence, rich experience and knowledge of mankind, and
easily outweighs ten Italian Cardinals in culture and learning.

3 “Questo puzza di schisma.”



Ninth Letter. 97

And the worst of it is that this bitter necessity of elevating
Darboy has to be accepted with a good grace, for France wills
it, and France must still remain the magnanimous champion of
Rome and the Council. Some consolation is found for it in
the now openly proclaimed apostasy of Archbishop Spalding of
Baltimore, who has hitherto been wavering, for it is hoped that
other American Bishops will follow his example.

If at the end of the first month we take a view of the situation,
it is clear that the word “Council” requires to be taken in a very
wide and general sense to include this assembly. It cannot be
compared with the ancient Councils in the first thousand years
of Church history, before the separation of East and West, for
there are no points of contact. In the first place, the whole
lay world, all sovereigns and their ambassadors, are entirely
excluded from the Synod, which has never happened from the
Council of Nice downwards. That was, of course, necessary, for
even at Trent the French ambassador announced, on entering the
Council, that his King had sent him to watch over the freedom of
the Bishops; and certainly the ambassadors of Catholic Powers
would have protested against the present arrangements and order
of business, which give much less security than even at Trent.
Here the Bishops are in a sense the Pope's prisoners. Without his
permission they cannot leave the Council, they are forbidden to
meet together for common deliberation, are not allowed to print
anything till it has passed the censorship, or to bring forward any
motion without the Pope's approval. It is the Pope who makes
the decrees and defines the dogmas; the Council has simply
to assent. Two rights only are left to the Bishops; they can
make speeches in the General Congregation, and they can say
Placet or Non placet. There is a quite luxurious abundance of
means of coercion, impediments and chains;—with the Pope's
300 episcopal boarders, the 62 Bishops of the Roman States, the
68 Neapolitans, Sicilians, etc., all manceuvring with a precision
a Prussian General could not wish to surpass on the reviewing-
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ground, the Curia might have fairly hoped to gain its ends, even
were a little more freedom allowed to the Opposition section of
the Assembly.%

[149]

% [Compare with this account of the freedom of the Council the letters of two
French Bishops, published in the Times of May 3, and the Journal des Débats
of May 10.—TR.{FNS]
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Rome, Jan. 15, 1870.—On Sunday last the Pope gave audience
to a great crowd of visitors,—some 700 or 1000, it is said,—at
once, and took occasion to express before them his displeasure at
the Opposition Bishops. He said there were some Prelates who
lacked the temper of perfect faith, and hence arose difficulties,
which however he, the Pope, should know how to overcome. In
Church matters no attention was to be paid to the judgment of
the world, as he himself despised it, for the Church's kingdom
is not of this world. It has hitherto of course been held in the
Church that the judgment of the world—that is, of their flocks,
who constitute their own immediate world—is exactly what the
Bishops ought to attend to very much, and to avoid giving offence
to them and perplexing their consciences in matters of religion.

The prohibition to hold large episcopal meetings,
communicated to the French Bishops only through Cardinal
Bonnechose, is not obeyed either by the French or Germans,
who continue to take counsel together. The united Germans and
Hungarians have accepted in substance an address drawn up by
Cardinal Rauscher, and on Sunday, January 9, bound themselves
by a reciprocal obligation, with forty-three signatures, to vote
against and combat in all conciliar methods the erection of Papal
Infallibility into a dogma. The Austrian Prelates stand foremost
in clearness, decision, and courage. Rauscher, Schwarzenberg,
Haynald, and Strossmayer know what they want, are full of true
love for the Church, understand the greatness of the danger,
and are perfectly aware that no positive gain, nor any of the
important reforms so urgently needed, can be expected from
this Council—the Spanish and Italian phalanx is too strong and
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impenetrable for that,—but they hope, at least, by energetic
resistance to ward off positive mischief from the Church.

The French on their part are active; Cardinal Mathieu, who
returned to Rome, January 5, has opened a saloon in his house for
the deliberations. Next to Dupanloup, Bishop Place of Marseilles,
Meignan of Chélons, Landriot of Rheims, and Ginoulhiac of
Grenoble, speak most decidedly. There are some thirty-five
like-minded with them, and the inopportunists among them and
the Germans are gradually coming to perceive that their position
is quite untenable, and that to persist in treating Infallibility as a
mere question of time and convenience, is to give their adversaries
a safe and easy victory. But the Germans are further advanced
in this conviction than the French. The now famous Infallibilist
Address seems to have been simultaneously hawked about from
two quarters, viz., by the trio of Manning, Deschamps, and
Spalding, and by Martin and Senestrey. Who composed it, and
how many Bishops have signed it, is still uncertain; the movement
has come to a dead-lock, perhaps because the Spaniards, who
talk of presenting an address of their own, don't want to sign it.
Several Italians too refused to sign, and so the result has not been
as satisfactory as was hoped, although it can hardly be doubted
that the dogma will have 450 or 500 votes when it is laid before
the Council.

It is a characteristic feature of the case, that throughout
Italy prayers are offered in all the monastic communities still
surviving, and in all zealously Catholic families, for the definition
of the new dogma. The fact is mentioned in English journals,
and | have heard it confirmed here. It reveals the patriotic
feeling, that Papal Infallibility is an Italian possession more or
less profitable to every member of the nation. “The Pope,” as
one hears it said here, “will always feel and think above all as
an ltalian; his decrees are manufactured by a Court nine-tenths
of whom, at least, are Italians, and with his infallibility under
our management, we Italians shall be able to dominate and make



Tenth Letter. 101

capital out of all other nations, in so far as they desire to be
Catholic.” The Italian is generally a good calculator. However,
Italian priests and prelates feel and know right well what every
nation and national Church owes to itself. If the Papacy belonged
to any other nation, the Italians would never dream for a moment
of acknowledging the system of Papal absolutism with its grand
prop of Papal Infallibility. One soon observes, in conversing with
these Monsignori, how they despise in their hearts the French and
German Ultramontane Bishops, while at the same time admitting
the correctness of their views, and praising them liberally for
rolling in the dust before the infallible Curia, and crying out to
the Romans, as that orator Ekebolius cried out to the Emperor
Julian, “Only trample us under your feet, the salt that has lost its
savour.”

Thirty-five German Bishops have declared at the beginning,
that they are ready to subscribe the above-mentioned counter
address against the dogma of Infallibility, pretty fully expressed
in the form of a petition to the Pope, and among them are included
those who were before of opinion that they had sufficiently
discharged their duty by the letter they sent to him from Fulda.
This is a praiseworthy example of harmony, but at the same time
the greatness of the danger, which has now become evident to
even the most trustful mind, is shown by the fact that all present
at the consultation on this address bound themselves in writing to
subscribe it. It is needless to say that the Tyrolese and the pupils
of the Jesuits, with Bishop Martin, held aloof from the meeting.

Another proof was given on this occasion of the very different
measure dealt to the two parties. The Infallibilist Address was
at once printed, though everything else here has first to undergo
the most rigorous censorship. The Roman censors would, of
course, have refused their imprimatur to the counter address, and
there was some scruple felt about printing it out of the country,
as though by an evasion of the Papal laws, and so it cannot
be printed at all. Even Bishop Dupanloup has been refused
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permission to print his answer to Deschamps. The address
will probably be subscribed by the Bishops of each nation in
separate batches, so that there will be five addresses, coinciding
in substance. Forty-seven Germans and Hungarians are reckoned
on—so0 many have subscribed already—and thirty-five French.
The Anglo-Americans have somewhat altered the wording of the
address, and say they can command twenty-five signatures. But
what is most remarkable is, that a considerable section of the
North-Italian Bishops from Piedmont and Lombardy now come
out as opponents of Infallibilism, and give promise of twenty-five
signatures for the counter address. The decisive point with them
is their relation to the Italian nation and government, for the
Infallibilist dogma must inevitably lead to a hopelessly incurable
rupture between it and the Church. To these must be added six
Irish and four Portuguese, making in all an Opposition of from
140 to 150 votes.

The great question daily mooted in the Vatican is now, how
Infallibility can be erected into a dogma in spite of the resistance
of the Opposition minority, for there is no longer any illusion
as to an obstinate residue of anti-Infallibilist protesters being
sure to be left, after allowing for the fullest effects of all the
alluring seductions used. Precedents are sought for in the history
of Councils where the majority has passed decrees according to
its own will, without regard to the opposite representations and
negative votes of the minority. But no such precedents are to
be found. At all Councils from Nice downwards the dogmatic
decrees have always been passed only with entire or approximate
unanimity. Even at Trent, where the Italians, commanded from
Rome through the legates, dominated everything, many very
important decrees were abandoned after being drawn up, as soon
as a few Bishops only had pronounced against them. If only this
fatal precedent of the Tridentine Synod could be got rid of! The
Jesuits investigate and refine, but, unluckily for them, one of their
own body, Father Matignon, in 1868, when an Opposition was
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still believed to be impossible, himself established the fact, and
justified it on doctrinal grounds;®® and that is made use of now. So
there is nothing left but to labour indefatigably for the conversion
of opponents. But people in Rome seem not to know “qu’'on ne
prend pas les mouches avec du vinaigre;” and that methods of
coercion, intimidation, and discrediting character, are not quite
the most effectual means, psychologically, for converting adverse
Bishops, is clear from the tone again and again manifested in
the speeches on the Schema, which has gained conspicuously in
sharpness and explicitness. On January 10, a Northern Prelate,
distinguished for gentleness and refinement, but accustomed to
parliamentary contests, said he had been obliged to speak in the
vigorous style usual in his own country of the entire absence of
real freedom in the Council, for the insolence of the other party
was becoming daily more intolerable.

% Etudes de Théologie, Janvier 1868, p. 26:—“Le Concile n'imposait rien a
notre foi, qui n'e(t obtenu a peu prés l'unanimité des votes. L'obligation de
croire est une chose si grave, le droit de lier les intelligences est un droit si
auguste et si important, que les péres pensaient n'en devoir user qu'avec la plus
grande réserve et la plus extréme délicatesse.”
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Rome, Jan. 17, 1870.—1It is a remarkable phenomenon that Pius
1x., who is every way inferior to his predecessors of this century
in theological culture, lets himself be so completely dominated by
his passion for creating new articles of faith. Former Popes have
indeed had their hobbies: some wanted to aggrandize and enrich
their families; others, like Sixtus vi., were zealous in building, or,
like Leo x., in fostering art and literature, or they waged wars like
Julius n., or, finally, they wrote learned works, and composed
many long Bulls full of quotations, etc., like Benedict xiv. But not
one of them has been seized with this passion for manufacturing
dogmas; it is something quite unique in the history of the Popes.
Herein, therefore, Pius 1x. is a singular phenomenon in his way,
and all the more wonderful from his hitherto having kept aloof
from theology, and, as one always hears, not being in the habit
of ever reading theological books. If it is inquired how this
strange idiosyncrasy has been aroused in the soul of a Pope who
began his reign under such very different auspices, as a political
reformer, the answer given by every one is, that it is the Jesuits,
whose influence over him has been constantly growing since he
took Father Mignardi of that Order for his confessor, and who
have created and fostered in him this passion for dogma-making.

The displeasure and discontent of the Bishops finds constant
nutriment in the conduct of the Curia. They say that if these
momentous propositions had been laid before them in good time,
some months before the opening of the Council, so that they
might have carefully examined them and pursued the theological
studies requisite for that purpose, they should have come duly
prepared, whereas now they are in the position of having to
speak and vote on the most difficult questions almost extempore.
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The attacks and objections directed against the first part of the
Schema in their speeches have not applied so much to the separate
articles as to the general scope and tendency of the whole, and |
have not been able to ascertain anything more certain about the
matter, for the real elaboration of the Schema, and discussion of
its articles in detail, has to be managed in the Commission; in
the Council Hall it is impossible. As yet there have been only
long speeches on either side, as in academies or in a school of
rhetoric, which, for the most part, were not understood, and in
which the main question—what shape the decrees are to take, if
issued at all—was never grappled with.

On Friday, January 14, the debate on the Schema opened. This
is occupied with the duties of Bishops—their residence, visitation
of their dioceses, and obligation of frequently travelling to Rome
and presenting regular reports on the state of their dioceses; the
holding of Provincial and Diocesan Synods, and Vicars-General.
The duties of Bishops are the one thing spoken of, and the design
is everywhere transparent of increasing their dependence on the
Curia, and centralizing all Church government in Rome still
more than before. Archbishop Darboy observed on it, that it was
above all necessary, in examining this second Schema, to discuss
the rights of Bishops, instead of only the duties Rome assigned
them. Cardinal Schwarzenberg had really opened the debate in
this sense, and he had the courage to speak of the College of
Cardinals, and the reforms it needed. A simple Bishop would
not have been suffered to do this, but they dared not interrupt
a Cardinal. The speakers who followed, too, had a good deal
to find fault with in the Schema, especially Ballerini, formerly
rejected as Archbishop of Milan, and now titular Patriarch of
Alexandria, and Simor the Primate of Hungary. This Prelate has
protested so emphatically against the Schema and the treatment
the Bishops have experienced at the hands of the Curia, that the
offer of a Cardinal's Hat seems by no means to have produced the
desired effect upon him. There are said to be still sixteen portions
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or chapters of the Schema in reserve, so that the authorities
are already displeased at the length of the Bishops' speeches;
and lately one Bishop gained general applause by saying he
renounced his right to speak.

We may gain some very valuable evidences in Russia and
Poland as to how Papal Infallibility is already conceived of, and
what hopes and fears respectively are entertained in reference to
the projected new dogma. The six or seven million Catholics
of that empire are very variously situated, and have different
interests, and therefore, in some sort, opposite wishes. Among
the Polish Catholics, who are just now being denationalized and
Russianized, many are always looking out for the overthrow
of the Russian dominion, and the restoration of a kingdom of
Poland. To this party belongs Sosnowski, formerly administrator
of the diocese of Lublin, whom the Pope has admitted to the
Council. He is to represent the whole Polish Church at the
Council, and is an ardent Infallibilist; he has accordingly given a
severe snubbing, by way of answer, to the Polish priests who had
communicated to him certain proposals of reform, with a view
of restricting Papal absolutism, to be laid before the Council. His
reply circulates here, and is also to be printed in a newspaper
published at Posen. Soshowski represents to the Polish clergy
that the emancipation of Poland from Russia must continue to be
the great object; and that for this a Pope recognised as completely
absolute and infallible is indispensable. He appears to mean that
such a Pope, being supreme lord over all monarchs and nations,
can even depose the Russian Czar, or at least absolve the Poles
from their oath of allegiance. He moreover assures them that
Pius 1x. has told him he reckons confidently on this emancipation
of Poland from Russia. Here in Rome it is said and taught that
the Pope is supreme master even of heretical and schismatical
just as much as of Catholic sovereigns; for through baptism,
whether received within or without the Church, every one at once
becomes his subject. And we are reminded, in proof of this, how
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Pope Martin 1v., in 1282, deposed the Greek Emperor, Michael
Paleologus, and absolved his subjects from their allegiance,
simply because he had made a treaty with the King of Aragon.
This explains why the Russian Government told the Bishops who
requested leave to attend the Council, that they might go to Rome,
but should not return. The 2,800,000 Catholics in Russia Proper,
in the ecclesiastical province of Mohilew, think very differently
from Sosnhowski. A clergyman from thence said to-day, “If Papal
Infallibility is made an article of faith, put into the catechisms
and taught in the schools, it will bring us into a most difficult
and desperate position as regards the Russian Government and
people. We shall be told that our Czar sits in Rome, and that we
obey him rather than the Czar at St. Petersburg, to whom we only
swear a conditional allegiance, holding ourselves ready to rebel,
if our infallible master at Rome absolves us from the oath; that
we put his commands and prohibitions above the law of the land
and the will of the Emperor. And thus, if Papal Infallibility is
defined at Rome, it will be almost equivalent for us to a sentence
of death on the Catholic Church in Russia, for everything will be
done to undermine a Church regarded as an enemy and standing
menace to the State.”

Two new works have arrived here, each of which, in its own
way, touches on the great question of the day. The one is a
book of Dr. Pusey's, on the relations of the English Church to
the Catholic, where he declares that making Papal Infallibility a
dogma would destroy all hope of a reunion of the Churches, or of
the adhesion of any considerable section of the English Church.®’
Manning has assured them in Rome of precisely the reverse. The
other work is the first Letter of the famous Oratorian, Father
Gratry, to the Archbishop of Mechlin, a pungent criticism on
that Prelate's brochure in favour of Infallibility, and on his gross
misrepresentations of the history of Pope Honorius.3® Gratry also

%7 |s Healthful Reunion Impossible? By E. B. Pusey, D.D. Rivingtons, 1870.
% [Gratry's four Letters have been translated by the Rev. T. J.
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exposes the Roman falsifications introduced into the Breviary. It
may alarm the curialists, when they discover how all the most
intellectually conspicuous among the French clergy pronounce
against their favourite doctrine, and their design of imposing it
on the whole Church, and how the disreputable means employed
for building up this system, by trickery and forgeries, are more
and more being brought to light.

The Pope's attempt to reduce 740 members of the Council to
complete silence on all that goes on there has proved a failure,
as might have been foreseen. A great deal has come out, and
the Pope manifests great displeasure at it. In a conversation with
a diplomatist, who asked him how, with this rule, trustworthy
reports could be sent to the different Governments, he accused
the French Bishops of violating the secrets of the Council, and
called them *“chatterboxes” (chiacceroni). Accordingly, in the
Session of January 14, a more rigorous version of the order
of business was read, to the effect that the Pope had made it
a mortal sin to communicate anything that took place in the
Council; so that any Bishop who should, for instance, show a
theologian, whose advice he wanted, a passage from the Schema
under discussion, or repeat an expression used in one of the
speeches, incurs everlasting damnation! If your readers think this
incredible, I can only assure them that it is literally true, and must
refer them to the moral theology of the Jesuits on the foundation
of the Pope's right to brand human actions, forbidden by no law
of God, with the guilt of mortal sin, at his good pleasure. A Papal
theologian, whom | questioned on the subject, appealed simply
to the statement of Boniface vii., that the Pope holds all rights in
the shrine of his breast.

Bailey.—(Hayes).—TR.{FNS]
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Rome, Jan. 26.—The grand topic of all conversations is Bishop
Strossmayer's speech of yesterday; and it is possible to give a
pretty correct description of its contents, which seem to have
made a profound impression on his 747 hearers. The Bishop
declared it to be unseemly to begin with the disciplinary decrees
about Bishops and their obligations, because this might raise the
suspicion in their dioceses that their recent conduct had given
occasion to it. When their duties were spoken of, their rights
should also be put forward. But, in fact, the reform must be
carried through from the highest ranks of the hierarchy to the
lowest, so that the Bishops should be introduced in their proper
order. He spoke of the necessity of making the Papacy common
property, i.e., making non-ltalians eligible; for it is now a purely
Italian institution, to the immense prejudice of its power and
influence. He pointedly insisted on a similar universalizing of
the Roman Congregations, so that the important affairs of the
Catholic Church should not be arranged and settled in a narrow
and jealous spirit, as had unfortunately been the case hitherto.
And all matters not necessarily pertaining to the whole Church
must be withdrawn from the competence of the Congregations,
so that it might no longer be the case, as before, “ut qui superfluis
et minimis intendit, necessariis desit.”

Strossmayer insisted on a reform of the College of Cardinals,
in the sense of its containing a representation of all Catholic
countries in proportion to their extent and importance. The
impression produced is said to have been most thrilling, when
he exclaimed that it was to be wished the supreme authority in
the Church had its throne, where the Lord had fixed His own, in
the hearts and consciences of the people, and this would never
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be the case while the Papacy remained an ltalian institution.
And with regard to the more frequent holding of Councils, he is
said to have reminded the Fathers of the Decretum Perpetuum
of Constance, that a Council should be assembled every ten
years. But the presiding Legates seemed to be greatly disturbed
at the mention of Constance. The Bishop proceeded to point
out that ordinary prudence urgently dictated to the Church the
more frequent holding of Councils. The increased facilities
of intercourse supplied means to the Church to gather more
frequently in Council round its head, and thus show an example
to the more advanced nations, who transact their affairs in
common assemblies, of the open-heartedness and freedom, the
patience and perseverance, the charity and moderation, with
which great questions should be treated. Once, when Synods
were more frequent in the Church, the nations had learnt from
her how to bring their affairs to a settlement, but now the Church
must offer herself teacher in the great art of self-government.

Strossmayer urged that an influence over episcopal
appointments should be given to Provincial Synods, in order
to remedy the dangers connected with the present system of
nominations, which have become incalculable. He lashed with
incisive words and brilliant arguments those who preach a crusade
against modern society, and openly expressed his conviction that
henceforth the Church must seek the external guarantees of her
freedom solely in the public liberties of the nations, and the
internal in intrusting the episcopal Sees to men filled with the
spirit of Chrysostom, Ambrose, and Anselm. It cut to the quick
when he spoke of the centralization which is stifling the life of
the Church, and of the Church's unity, which only then reflects
the harmony of heaven and educates men's spirits, when her
various elements retain inviolate their proper rights and specific
institutions. But as the Church now is, and in the organization
designed to be imposed on her, her unity is rather a monotony
that kills the spirit, excites manifold disgust, and repels instead
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of attracting. On this point the Bishop is said to have made very
remarkable statements from his own experience, proving that,
as long as the present system of narrow centralization endures,
union with the Eastern Church is inconceivable, and, on the
contrary, new perils and defections will be witnessed. He called
the canon law a Babylonish confusion, made up of impractical
and in most cases corrupted or spurious canons. The Church
and the whole world expect the Council to make an end of this
state of things by a codification adapted to the age, but which
must be prepared by learned and practical men from every part
of the Catholic world, and not by Roman divines and canonists.
In repudiating the proposal of a previous speaker, that the Pope
should take a general oversight of the Catholic press, he seized
the opportunity of pronouncing a glowing panegyric on a man
who had been shamefully maligned by that press, but to whom is
chiefly owed any real freedom that exists in this Council. Every
eye was turned on Dupanloup.

Many single sayings are quoted from this magnificent speech.
A French Prelate had desired that Bishops should not sit in the
confessional; Strossmayer replied that he must have forgotten he
was the countryman of St. Francis of Sales. Another speaker
had maintained that the reformation of the Cardinals should be
intrusted to their Father, the Pope; Strossmayer replied that they
had also a Mother, the Church, to whom it always belongs to
give them good advice and instruction.

The speech lasted an hour and a half, and the impression
produced was overwhelming. Bishops affirm that no such
eloquence in the Latin tongue has been heard for centuries.
Strossmayer does not indeed always speak classical Latin, but
he speaks it with astonishing readiness and elegance. Cardinal di
Pietro, who answered him yesterday, spoke of the “rara venustas”
of his speech. It is related in proof of his noble manner, and the
spirit in which he spoke and was listened to, that the opponent
he most sharply attacked immediately asked him to dinner. He is
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said to have received 400 visits in consequence of his speech. The
President paid him a singular compliment in putting out a special
admonition the day after his speech against any manifestation of
applause.

There was the greatest excitement beforehand. His eloquence
was already known from his former speech, which was rendered
more significant from the Legates interrupting him. Had he been
again interrupted this time, every one felt that the freedom of the
Council would be in the greatest danger. Strossmayer's tact and
moderation prevented it, although it was observed that Cardinal
Bilio wished on one occasion to make the Presidents interfere.
When Strossmayer mounted the tribune, somebody was heard to
say, “That is the Bishop against whom the bell will be used.”
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Rome, Jan. 30, 1870.—A great deal has happened since my letter
of January 17. My last was exclusively devoted to the impression
produced by Strossmayer's speech, and | must go back to several
previous occurrences. | will therefore enter directly on the most
important facts of the last few days. You have already heard
from the telegrams that the Pope has returned the addresses of the
Opposition, of which there were several, divided according to
nationality. They will be at once handed over to the Commission
de Fide, composed of twenty-four members. These counter
addresses are subscribed by 137 Bishops, while 400 or 410 have
signed the first address in favour of the dogma. This document,
I can now inform you definitely, was the joint production of
a committee consisting of Manning, Deschamps, Spalding, the
German Bishops Martin and Senestrey, Bishop Canossa of
Verona, Mermillod of Geneva, and perhaps one or two more.
That none of these gentlemen, or of the 400 signataries, have
observed the gross and palpable untruths and falsifications of
which this composition is made up, is marvellous, and justifies the
most unfavourable inferences as to the theological and historical
cultivation of these Prelates. If the names of the Bishops on
either side are, not counted simply, but weighed, and the fact
is taken into account that the main strength of the Infallibilist
legion consists of the 300 Papal boarders who go through thick
and thin in singing to the tune of their entertainer—that all the
host of titular Bishops, with very few exceptions, and of the
Romance South Americans, who are even more ignorant than
the Spaniards, are ranged on the same side—and if we then
compare the countries and dioceses represented respectively by
the 400 and the 137, we shall come to the conclusion that the
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overwhelming preponderance in number of souls, in intelligence,
and in national importance, is wholly on the side of the 137 of
the Opposition. It is besides affirmed now that the Address of the
400 was not really presented to the Pope at all, but withdrawn at
the last moment. If that is true, it must have been in consequence
of a command or hint from the Pope, either from his advisers
even yet feeling ashamed of exposing him by the reception of
a document bristling with falsehoods, or because they thought
he could not in that case reject the hated counter address, as
he has done, without too glaring an exhibition of partisanship.
The Spaniards have drawn up an address of their own, which
harmonizes so well with the address of the 400, that Manning
declared himself quite ready to sign it.

The second important occurrence of the last few days is the
treatment of the Chaldean Patriarch, an aged man of seventy-
eight. He had commissioned another Bishop to deliver a speech
he had composed, when translated into Latin, in the Council,
expressing his desire to preserve the ancient consuetudines of
his Church and to lay a new compendium of them before the
assembly. He added, with indirect reference to the Infallibilist
dogma, a warning against innovations, which might destroy the
Eastern Church. The Pope at once ordered him to be summoned,
he was to bring nobody with him; only Valerga, whom the
Pope has named Patriarch of Jerusalem, one of the most devoted
courtiers of the Vatican, was present as interpreter. He found the
Pope in a state of violent excitement, trembling with passion, and
after agreat deal of vehement language he was commanded either
to resign his office on the spot, or renounce all the prerogatives
and privileges of his Church. His request for two days to consider
the matter was instantly refused, as also the request for leave to
consult his own suffragans then in Rome. Had he refused, he
would certainly have been incarcerated in a Roman prison; for it
is notorious that according to the Roman theory every cleric is
the subject, not only spiritually but bodily, of his absolute lord
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the Pope. So nothing was left him but to subscribe one of the
papers laid before him, and make his renunciation.

The third recent circumstance to be mentioned is the confiden-
tial mission of Lavigerie, Archbishop of Algiers, to Paris. | have
spoken of this man before as Bishop of Nancy, and forgot to add
that he had been translated to Algiers. He is to persuade the Em-
peror and the ministers Ollivier and Daru to make no opposition
to the passing of the Infallibilist dogma, and to offer in return that
the articles of the Syllabus on Church and State shall be either
dropped, or modified in their application to France. He of course
asserts that he has no mission of the kind, and is only going to
Paris about an educational question, just as Cardinal Mathieu
professed to have only gone to France to hold an ordination.®
In Paris the strangeness of the situation is remarked on, that
the very State which used always most vigorously to assert its
independence against the domineering pretensions of the Pope is
now suffering, not only the infallibility but the supreme dominion
of the Pope, and his right of interference in its political affairs,
to be decreed under cover of its bayonets. And in Rome it is
understood that, if the French troops were suddenly to disappear
during the rejoicings and illuminations following on the Infalli-
bilist triumph, the situation might become very uncomfortable.
It is therefore thought that a couple of articles of the Syllabus
might the more easily be surrendered, as the shield of Infallibility
would cover the whole Syllabus, and no one could hinder an
infallible Pope from taking the first opportunity, in spite of all
secret promises, of again utilizing the principle now made into
a dogma. The Roman clerics, whether high or low, are unable
to comprehend that not only the German but the Latin nations
feel so decided an antipathy to the domination of the priesthood
over civil and social life, and on that account only must resist
the Infallibilist theory, because it involves the doctrine that the

% [Cf. supr. pp. 90, 91. The Tablet made the same assertions in both
cases.—TR.{FNS]
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Pope is to encroach on the secular and political domain with
commands and punishments, the moment he can do so without
too great prejudice to his office and fear of humiliation. It seems
so natural and obvious to a Roman Monsignore or Abbate that
the chief priest should rule also over monarchs and nations in
worldly matters; from youth up he has seen clergymen acting as
police-officers, criminal judges, and lottery collectors, and has
no other experience than of the parish priest, the Bishop, and
the Inquisition, interfering in the innermost concerns of family
life, and the “paternal government” often taking the shape of a
strait-waistcoat; he lives in a world where the confusion of the
two powers is incarnated in every college, congregation, and
administrative office. Nowhere but in Rome would it have been
possible for Leo xu., with universal consent of all the clergy,
high and low, to re-introduce the Latin language into the law
courts after it had been abolished under the French occupation.

Lately, for the first time, a local priest, Leonardo Proja, in a
work published here, has openly expressed his confidence that
the Council will at once condemn the shocking error of setting
aside the supreme dominion of the Pope over the nations, even
in civil matters (“vel in civilibus™) as an invention of the Middle
Ages. 40

The Court of Rome and the Bishops are at present studying
in a school of mutual instruction. The Curia studies the Bishops
individually, especially the more prominent among them, and
watches for their weak points and the ways of getting at them
and making them pliable, and, above all, of dissolving national
ties. They don't always manage matters skilfully, for the want
of all real freedom, the use of coercive measures, and this
apparatus of bolts and bars, cords and man-traps, by which the
Prelates are surrounded and threatened at every step in Council,
by no means produce a couleur de rose state of feeling, and

0 Adversus eos qui Sanctissimum R. Pontificis studium et Vaticani Concilii
celebrandi necessitatem vituperant. Romee.
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the contrast between the title of Brother, which the Pope gives
officially to every Bishop, and his way of treating them all, both
individually and collectively, like so many schoolboys, is too
glaring. Even the boasted freedom of speech does not extend
very far, for every Prelate speaks under threat of interruption
by the bell of the presiding Cardinal, directly he says anything
displeasing to Roman ears. On the other hand, the Bishops,
during their stay here of six or seven weeks, have learnt a good
deal more than the curialists, and many of them have really made
immense advances, before which the Romans would recoil with
a shudder, if they could see how things stand. A great many of
these Prelates came here full of absolute devotion to the Pope,
and with great confidence in the integrity of the Curia and the
purity of its motives. When they found themselves oppressed
and injured at home by its measures or decrees, they still thought
it was so much the better in the other branches of ecclesiastical
administration. But now, and here, scales have, as it were,
fallen from their eyes, and they are daily getting to understand
more clearly the two mighty levers of the gigantic machine.
The dominant view in Roman clerical circles here is, that the
Church in its present condition needs, above all things, greater
centralization at Rome, the extension and deepening of Papal
powers, the removal of any limitations still standing in the way
in national Churches, and the increase of the revenues accruing
from Papal innovations. This it is the business of the Council
to accomplish. When, therefore, two Bishops lately attacked in
their speeches the abuse of expensive marriage dispensations,
it was at once said, “Well, then, if any change is made, what
is to become of our Congregations and the revenues of their
members?”

The Bishops will return home poorer in their happy confidence,
but richer in such impressions and experiences. They will also
carry back from Rome with them a fuller knowledge of the Jesuit
Order, its spirit and tendencies. They now see clearly that the
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grand aim of the Order is to establish at least one fortress in every
diocese with a Papal garrison, and to hold bishops, clergy, and
people under complete subjection to Rome and her commands.
A French Bishop observed the other day, “If matters go on in
this way, we shall have even our holy water sent us ready-made
from Rome.” And the Jesuits' business is to see that things do
go on in this way. The Bishops have now an opportunity of
seeing through the tacit compact, perfectly understood on both
sides, between the Curia and the Order. The Pope accepts the
Jesuit theology, and imposes it on the whole Church, for which
he requires to be infallible; the Jesuits labour in the pulpit, the
confessional, the schoolroom, and the press for the dominion
of the Curia and the Romanizing of all Church life. One hand
washes the other, and the two parties say, “We serve, in order to
rule.” So far the relations of parties are clear enough, and result
from the nature of the case. It is less easy to define the attitude
and disposition of the Bishops towards each other.*!

1 [Some idea of it may be formed from the answer made some months ago
by a distinguished English Prelate at Rome to an Anglican friend, who had
quoted the words of one of the Opposition Bishops, “You need not quote them
to me; they are no more Catholics than you are,”—thus excommunicating at
one swoop the very flower of the hierarchy of his Church.—TR.{FNS]
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Rome, Feb. 2, 1870.—There is evidently a deep split running
through the Council. It is not merely the question of Infallibility
which divides the Bishops, though this rules the whole situation.
Each party has an opposite programme. The majority, with their
reserve of the 300 Papal boarders, speak and act on the principle
that they are there to accept without objection or substantial
change whatever their master, the Pope, puts before them; that
they are as Bishops what the Jesuits are as Priests—the heralds of
the Pope's omnipotence and infallibility, and the first executors of
his commands—and accordingly they mean to vote against every
motion not introduced or sanctioned by the Pope, and to impede,
both in Council and out of Council, whatever would displease
him or curtail the revenues of the Curia. And thus the 130 or
140 Bishops, who wish for improvement in Church matters, are
thwarted and paralysed at every step by an adverse majority of
400, admirably generalled. Cardinal Barnab6, Prefect of the
Propaganda, is one of the most deserving men in the Curia from
this point of view. He maintains good discipline among the
missionary Bishops, and is not ashamed to besiege an individual
Bishop who is under Propaganda, or supported by it, for a whole
evening, and threaten him with the withdrawal of his pay if he
does not vote just as the Pope desires.

Midway between the two opposite camps there stands a body
of some 150 Prelates of different nations, averse to the new
dogma and to the whole plan of fabricating dogmas, to which
the Jesuits are impelling the Pope, and alive to the necessity and
desirableness of many reforms, but who, on various grounds,
shrink from speaking out plainly and with the guarantee of their
names.
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As far as | can gather from personal intercourse of various
kinds with many of the Infallibilist Bishops, their zeal is chiefly
due to the following notions:—

First, They are more or less impressed by the representation
that there is a general need for new dogmas, and that the old ones
are no longer sufficient; but for preparing and enforcing these
a single infallible dictator is better adapted than an episcopal
assembly. For, besides the inevitable opposition of a minority
to every new dogma, the Bishops could never come forward as
more than witnesses of the tradition of their respective Churches,
whereas the infallible Pope, under direct inspiration of the Holy
Ghost, can at once make into a dogma and article of faith
whatever is clear to himself, without troubling himself about the
past or the tradition of particular Churches, even the Roman,—as,
for instance, at present, the doctrine of the bodily Assumption of
the Virgin Mary.

Secondly—and this is a crucial point,—The distinction
between Bishops learned or ignorant in theology will become
immaterial, because henceforth they will be mere promulgators
and executors of Papal decrees on faith, and therefore ignorance
of theology and Church history, which still has some importance,
and is felt as a defect to be ashamed of, will no longer be any
reproach to a Bishop. He who has no judgment of his own
to form may well be incapable of forming one; he is the mere
speaking-trumpet of one above him.

Thirdly, Theology itself will be greatly simplified, and its study
rendered shorter and easier. Those lengthy historical proofs of
dogmas, the investigations as to the range and consequences of
a doctrine and the like, will all become superfluous, and matters
will be settled out of hand by a brief question to the Pope and
his reply. A collection of these rescripts, under the title of “The
Art of Learning Theology in a Week,” may henceforth be placed
in the hands of every candidate for the priesthood, and would
supply the place of a whole library. Even as a matter of economy
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this is no despicable advantage. The majority of 400 and minority
of 137 are then opposed to each other in this way:—the majority,
or the Spanish and Italian section (a fortiori fit denominatio) say,
“We are resolved to abdicate as a teaching body and integral
constituent of the ecclesiastical ministry; we desire to commit
suicide for the benefit of the Church, in order that the authority
of a single man may be substituted for the collective authority of
the whole episcopate and of all Churches.” The minority think,
on the other hand, “We are resolved to hand down inviolate to
our successors the inheritance of eighteen centuries, bequeathed
to us by our predecessors. Our spiritual forefathers were judges
and definers in matters of doctrine, and such we desire to remain;
we do not choose to give a helping hand to making ourselves and
our successors mere acclaimers instead of definers.”

For the rest, it involves a logical contradiction on the part
of the Infallibilists to lay any special weight on mere numbers,
for nothing turns on the votes of the Bishops in their system,
but everything depends on the decision of the Pope. If 600
Bishops were ranged on one side and the Pope with 6 Bishops
on the other, the 600 would be thereby proved to be in error
and the 6 in possession of the truth. Cardinal Noailles observed
very correctly, 150 years ago, that 300 Bishops, who proclaim
a doctrinal principle on the mere word of a Pope whom they
regard as infallible, have no more weight than one single Bishop
who votes on his own personal conviction. The opposition of
the minority, as might be expected from their antecedents of the
last twenty years, is indeed wrapped up in cotton, but at bottom
it is positive enough. It comes to saying that, if the Pope really
wishes the Council to take in hand the question of Infallibility,
witnesses must be heard on the subject.

The Address of the forty-five German and Hungarian Bishops
objects to the boundaries, as they had been hitherto drawn by the
Pope for the teaching of the Church, being transgressed, and the
Council being compelled to enter on a discussion of the grounds
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pro and con, which must necessarily bring much suspicious
matter into public debate. The definition itself would be sure to
excite hostility against the Church, even with men of the better
sort (melioris note viros) and lead to attacks upon her rights. It
may be said that the whole German episcopate, and the immense
majority of the German Catholic Church by their mouth, has
spoken out against the Infallibilist dogma.

Simor, Patriarch of Hungary, has not, or at least not yet,
subscribed the Address, but he spoke emphatically against the
dogma in the meeting of German Bishops on January 16. All
the other Hungarian Bishops at Rome, thirteen in number,
have signed the Address; only the Greek Uniate Bishop of
Papp-Szilaghy has, like Simor, omitted to do so. The North
Italian Bishops too have determined on an address, substantially
identical with the German one.

The French Address, which thirty-three Bishops agreed to on
January 15, at a meeting at Cardinal Mathieu's, differs somewhat
in wording from the German, but the contents are the same in the
main, and it is hoped to get forty signatures for this; twenty French
Bishops wish to abstain from signing anything, and something
under twenty have signed Manning's address, so that there are
still twice as many French on the side of the Opposition as of the
definition. We may add seventeen North Americans, who have
accepted the German Address, with the omission of the clauses
omitted in the French one, while the North Italians adopted it
unaltered. The opposition to the dogma has thus maintained
an universal character, including the most various nationalities.
But it would be hardly feasible to decide a new dogma by mere
counting of heads, treating the Bishops, like the privates of a
regiment, as all equal, so that one vote is worth just the same as
another. An analysis of the component elements of this majority,
and a comparison of it with the Opposition in scientific culture
and representation of souls, would give sufficiently impressive
results.
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The most startling phenomenon is presented by the Belgian and
English Bishops. The former are all on the Infallibilist side, and
there can be no doubt that they understand the political importance
of the new dogma. They apparently wish to make the breach
incurable between the Catholics of the younger generation and
the Liberal party, who adhere to the Belgian Constitution; for no
Catholic for the future can at once recognise the doctrine of Papal
Infallibility and the principles of the Belgian civil law, without
contradiction. What makes the majority of English Bishops
zealous adherents of Infallibilism it is hard to say; they are not in
other respects disposed to be led by Manning. Nor can we assume
that, like the Belgians, they deliberately wish to make the Catholic
Church of their country the irreconcilable foe of the British
Constitution, though that would be the inevitable consequence
of the doctrine. It has been pointed out to these Prelates
from England, that the solemn declarations of English and Irish
Catholics are still preserved in the State Archives, in which they
formally renounced belief in Papal Infallibility, and purchased
thereby the abolition of the old penal laws and Emancipation.
Thus it is said in the “Declaration and Protestation,” signed
by 1740 persons, including 241 priests, “We acknowledge no
infallibility in the Pope.” In the “Form of Oath and Declaration,”
taken in 1793 by all Irish Catholics, occur the words, “I also
declare that it is not an article of the Catholic faith, neither
am | thereby required to believe or profess, that the Pope is
infallible.” And a Synod of Irish Bishops, in 1810, declared
this oath and declaration to be “a constituent part of the Roman
Catholic religion, as taught by the Bishops; a formula affirmed
by the Roman Catholic Churches in Ireland, and sanctioned and
approved by the other Roman Catholic Churches.”

| hear that, among the Irish Bishops, Moriarty is averse to
breaking with the ancient tradition of his Church. Bishop Brown
of Newport, an open and decided opponent of Infallibilism, is kept
away by ill health; Ullathorne of Birmingham and Archbishop
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MacHale of Tuam wish also to keep clear of it, but without
signing the address. Bishop Clifford of Clifton, on the contrary,
as | hear, has signed it. So Manning's following among his
countrymen is a very divided one.
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Rome, Feb. 4.—There is a good deal of interesting matter to
report of the Sessions of the last few weeks. And, first, as to
the Council Hall: notwithstanding the great curtain, it remains
a wretched apology for a Council-chamber, and | must repeat
emphatically that such a discussion as, e.g., was possible in St.
Paul's Church, at Frankfort, in 1848, would be hardly practicable
here. Bishops whose voices are feeble and not penetrating
enough, must give up the idea of speaking, and even strong men
among them feel thoroughly exhausted after they have spoken.
A French Bishop, whose speech had produced a great effect,
said afterwards of the hall, “Elle est sourde, muette, et aveugle.”
But the Pope persists, on account of the neighbourhood of the
so-called “Confession of St. Peter,” from which he thinks a
force issues to bind the Bishops closer to him, and fill them with
contempt of the world. This influence, however, has been very
little manifested as yet—rather the reverse. There have been
many Opposition speeches, and the bell of the presiding Legate
not unfrequently interrupts them with its shrill dissonance; in
the latter Sessions a new method has been practised of reducing
unpleasant speakers to silence—by scraping with the feet. It is
a striking fact that talent, eloquence, and force of thought are
observed to be almost entirely on the side of the Opposition;
very few men of mark or able speakers can be mentioned on
the Infallibilist side. Manning and Mermillod would be good
and versatile speakers, only they are not sufficiently masters of
Latin. Deschamps alone on that side has won great applause as
an eloquent speaker, though with sufficient poverty of thought.
Among the Cardinals, de Angelis, de Luca, Bilio, and Capalti
are considered the four Papal pillars of the Council. Bilio, a
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Barnabite, and still a young man, passes in Rome for an eminent
theologian, and while the other Cardinals and Monsignori would
hold it a sin to understand German, he knows two German
words, which he constantly repeats, but always with a shudder,
“deutsche Wissenschaft.” He thinks German science something
like the witches' caldron in Macheth—full of horrible ingredients.

The first dogmatic Schema has gone back to the Commission
on Faith after a long, many-sided, and severe criticism, and
is to be revised and again laid before the Council as little
altered as possible. The revision is intrusted to three of the
most zealous Infallibilists, Martin, Deschamps, and Pie, with
the indispensable Jesuits, Schrader and Franzelin. The Bishops
are then simply to accept it without discussion. It is not to
be discussed, first, because there can be no discussion in the
Hall; secondly, because this wretched patchwork does not bear
discussion; thirdly, because there would be no coming to an end
this way; fourthly, and chiefly, because an excellent precedent
will be created, which may be made a rule for the forthcoming
Schemata, and will open the prospect of carrying through matters
far more important and more valuable for the Curia.

If once the first Schema were voted without discussion, by
the help of the devoted majority of 400, though against the
opposition of many Bishops, the same method might be pursued
with subsequent Schemata, and thus the most important of all,
on the Church and the Pope, could be carried, which contains
the most exorbitant assertions of Papal omnipotence, and implies
Papal Infallibility, which is introduced by a side-wind. By
this means the maxim observed at former Councils, and even at
Trent, that decisions can only be settled by a unanimous vote,
would be happily got rid of, and the resistance of the Opposition
broken or rendered useless. Such a victory of the curialistic party
would exceed all other successes in importance and practical
value. The Council is accordingly come to a momentous crisis.
Father Theiner, the Prefect of the Papal Archives, has had a part
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of the first volume of his Acts of the Council of Trent printed.
We find there a modus procedendi, which secures to the Fathers
of the Council much more freedom and action than the present
regulations, of which Italian Prelates say themselves that they
leave no freedom, and only allow a sham Council. Theiner has
been altogether forbidden, by the management of the Jesuits, to
publish his work, and has received the most strict commands not
to show the part already printed to any Bishop.

The introduction of the second Schema, on Discipline, gave
occasion to many earnest and important speeches. The Germans
at first had to blush for one of their number, Martin of Paderborn,
who made a speech overflowing with the most unqualified
devotion to the will of the supreme master, the authorship of
which was attributed to his Jesuit domestic chaplain, Father
Roh. But the speech of Archbishop Melchers of Cologne made
all the more favourable impression. He spoke, with quiet
dignity and freedom, of the perversity and shamefulness of the
meddling Roman domination, the system of dispensations, and
the unmeasured centralization. Great was the astonishment of
the assembly; Cardinal Capalti went on urging, with impatient
look and sign, on de Luca, the President for the day, to stop the
German Archbishop. At last, when he had nearly finished, de
Luca interrupted him, and said he must hand in his proposals
to the Commission. Melchers did not let himself be put down;
he replied that he had done that long ago, and had received no
answer, and observed that he spoke in the name of more than
a million German Catholics. And then he quietly went on with
his speech. The words of Archbishop Haynald cut deeper still;
he is the best speaker in the Council after Strossmayer, and is
also subtle and circumspect, so that the Legate, who was visibly
anxious to interrupt him, could not discover the right moment for
putting his bell in motion.

As little did they dare to interrupt Darboy, Archbishop of
Paris, when he ascended the tribune and began as follows:—“We
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are told we are not to make long speeches, but | have a great
deal to say. We are told again not to repeat what has been said
by others, but at the same time we are kept shut up in this Hall,
where for the most part we cannot understand one another; we are
not allowed to examine the stenographic reports of our speeches,
and the only answer made to our representations is always the
same—*The Pope wills it.” | don't know therefore what has been
said by the speakers who have preceded me.” He then went
on to speak of the rights of the Bishops, their degradation by
the Roman centralizing system, “the caves, wherein the Roman
doctors have buried themselves from the light of day,” etc. He
spoke in admirable style, and was listened to with rapt attention,
though at every word his auditors expected an interruption from
the Legate; but it never came. Darboy himself said afterwards
that he had done like Condé, and flung his marshal's staff into
the ranks of the enemy.

On January 22, Dupanloup made a speech in the same sense,
which has already been reported to you, and took occasion to
mention those courtiers who have learnt never to tell the truth to
the Pope. Courtiers of this sort from various nations sat and stood
in crowds around him. He might have added what was said to the
Pope—vainly, of course—300 years ago, in a work composed
by his order, and is just as true now as then: that the dream
of omnipotence and infallibility, so studiously produced and
cherished in his soul by flatterers, is the main cause, next to the
avarice of the Curia, of the decline and corruptions of the Church.
Meanwhile it is truly wonderful that so much could be said at all;
it was felt to be a moral discomfiture or capitulation of the Curia
in its state of siege. Cardinal Schwarzenberg, and after him the
Primate of Hungary, had certainly struck the note which still rang
on, but the Legates had not dared to silence them with the bell, and
so missed the opportunity of principiis obsta. Schwarzenberg had
already created a great sensation by recommending the periodical
recurrence of Councils, afterwards taken up by Strossmayer, and
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then falling back on the decree of Constance (for decennial
Councils), which is an abomination at Rome. No doubt they
would have no objection in Rome to Councils every ten or
twenty years, suitably modernized, manipulated, and obedient to
every wink, like the present majority; but the fatal Opposition
embitters this enjoyment, and when once the great work is
accomplished, and Infallibility proclaimed, it will be found at
Rome that all this machinery is not worth its pay, “que le jeu ne
vaut pas la chandelle;” for it costs too much money to entertain
300 Placet-saying Bishops, to make it worth while often to
reproduce the drama, or rather the pantomine.

Other Prelates, whom the Curia reckons among the DT minores
gentium, have no indulgence shown them. When an American
Bishop spoke of the corruptions and gross falsehoods in the
Roman Breviary, and of the fabulous interpolations in the works
of some Fathers, e.g., St. Augustine, inserted there, Capalti rang
his bell violently—the Fathers were not to be so spoken of. But
the American did not let himself be disturbed, and proceeded at
once to quote the Breviary lections from St. Gregory. He was
again called to order, and told he must change the subject or
leave the tribune.

In this second Schema, compiled by Jacobini, the second
Secretary of the Council, the gross ignorance of the author is
glaringly exposed. With the usual self-sufficiency of Rome, and
with the aim of making the Bishops still more dependent on
the Curia than before, the special conditions of whole countries
had been ignored. Thus every Bishop, who wished to leave
his diocese, was first to get the Pope's permission from Rome,
and the Archbishops were to delate all who acted otherwise
at Rome. Simor observed sharply on that, “This then is the
position Rome assigns to Metropolitans, after robbing them of
all their ancient rights: to be the accusers of their conprovincial
Bishops.” Another declared roundly that, if his physician sent
him to a watering-place, he should not think of asking leave from

[198]

[199]



[200]

130 Letters From Rome on the Council

Rome. Jacobini would not even recognise the right of Bishops to
attend the political assemblies of their countries, of which they
are members by the Constitution, because, as the Schema words
it, “assemblea generales” no longer exist in the sense allowed by
Urban viii. The Pope was further to have the right henceforth of
giving away the benefices in the Bishop's gift during the vacancy
of the See, which would bring in a large increase of taxes for the
Curia, and draw a number of candidates to Rome again, as in
the palmy days before the Reformation. In Germany we should
get back the class of so-called Curtisanen,*> who notoriously
did so much to promote the Protestant division. The Bishops
inflicted many a blow on the abuse of expensive dispensations
to be elaborated at Rome from artificially derived impediments
of marriage (as of cousins, godfathers, and the like) before the
Legate's bell could stop them. Then a Hungarian Bishop related,
how it often happens that a poor woman comes weeping to the
Bishop, to beg him to save her marriage and her very existence
by a dispensation. But the Bishop must let the poor woman be
ruined, for not he but the Pope only can dispense, and “mulier non
habet pecunias—pecunias.” The Court Prelates said afterwards
that this Hungarian had made himself very disagreeable with his
“mulier non habet pecunias.”

The following occurrence was comic:—You know in what
repute the supple and complaisant Fessler, Bishop of St. Pdlten,
is held here, the first herald for retailing the new dogma to
the world. Not long ago, Charbonnel, the Capuchin Bishop
of Sozopolis, placed himself near him, and began to speak
of clerical place-hunting, the eagerness for distinctions and
promotions among Bishops, and the crooked ways they often
take to obtain them, and pointed so unmistakeably by look and
gesticulation at his neighbour, the Secretary, that on going out
Fessler said it was high time to put an end to the Council, which

2 [The Curtisanen were clerical place-hunters, who came to Rome to beg or
traffic for benefices. Cf. “Janus,” p. 341.—TR.{FNS]
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was every day getting more disagreeable. The question was
then started by German and Hungarian Bishops whether it would
not be better, as Martin thought, to substitute lay-brothers for
clergymen's housekeepers, or whether the restoration of “the
common life’—the Chrodogang institute—of course in a very
modified form, should be attempted. They overlooked the fact
that such matters cannot be regulated by a Council, but must be
arranged according to the disposition and circumstances of the
clergy in the various dioceses. Haynald, Meignan, Bishop of
Chélons, and the Chaldean Patriarch, insisted that mere school
questions should not be decided by the Council without any
necessity, and that some freedom of movement must be left to
Science. But the word freedom has nowhere so ill a sound as at
Rome. Only one kind of freedom can be spoken of here—the
freedom of the Church; and, in their favourite and accustomed
manner of speech, by the Church is intended the Pope, and by
freedom domination over the State, according to the Decretals.
And to talk of freedom of Science! The Council, if it entertained
such views, would be forgetting altogether that it was only called
together for two purposes—to increase the plenary power of the
Pope, and to aggrandize the Jesuits. But the Order has, like the
Paris labourer of 1848, “le droit du travail;” it is not content to
exist only, but must work—of course in its own way,—and for
this it requires two things: first, new dogmas; and secondly,
plenty of condemnations and anathemas. The business of the
Council is to provide both.

The Cardinals, with the exception of Rauscher,
Schwarzenberg, and Mathieu, have taken no part in the speaking,
nor have the Generals of Orders and Abbots. Only when the need
for a reform of the Cardinals themselves was spoken of, Cardinal
di Pietro rose, who is regarded as the most liberal-minded of the
Italians in the Sacred College, to show that such a reform could
only be a financial one, i.e., that the Cardinals required larger
incomes. What the Bishops meant was something very different,
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viz., a better and fuller representation of different nations in the
Curia, and a limitation of the Italian monopoly. But scattered
observations of that kind could elicit no sort of real apprehension
in the minds of the Italians, who are firmly seated in the saddle;
so secure do they feel in their possession of a dominion many
centuries old, and so very odd do the claims of other nations
appear to them. In this point the present Romans or Latins are of
the same mind as the old Romans of the sinking Republic, who
sacrificed 600,000 men in the Confederate war rather than allow
equal political rights to their Italian allies.

The great blow, which brings matters near a decision, has now
been just struck, and all that the Jesuit and anti-German party
longed for, and the French and Germans feared, is now before
our eyes, the third Schema, “on the Church and the Pope,” has
been distributed, and leaves hardly anything to be desired in
point of clearness and plain speaking. These transparent decrees
and anathemas may be thus summed up: “The Christian world
consists simply of masters and slaves; the masters are the Italians,
the Pope and his Court, and the slaves are all Bishops (including
the Italians themselves), all priests, and all the laity.”

This third Schema, which was distributed to the Bishops on
January 21, is a lengthy document of 213 pages, entitled De
Ecclesia, and it is the one the Curia is chiefly bent on getting
received. It is said to be the work of a red-hot Infallibilist, Gay,
Vicar-General of the Infallibilist Bishop Pie of Poitiers, and is
so drawn up that by a slight addition the Infallibility of the Pope,
which italready leads up to and implies, can be inserted in express
form very easily, and as the necessary logical supplement; and
thus the internal harmony of this important document, with its
appended anathemas, would be completely secured. Three main
ideas run through the Schema, and are formulated into dogmatic
decrees guarded with anathemas: First, to the Pope belongs
absolute dominion over the whole Church, whether dispersed or
assembled in Council; secondly, the Pope's temporal sovereignty
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over a portion of the Peninsula must be maintained as pertaining
to dogma; thirdly, Church and State are immutably connected,
but in the sense that the Church's laws always hold good before
and against the civil law; and therefore every Papal ordinance
that is opposed to the Constitution and law of the land binds the
faithful, under mortal sin, to disobedience to the Constitution and
law of their country.
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Rome, Feb. 5.—On reviewing the situation, | believe I may
venture to say that it has become better, far better, than it was a
few weeks ago. For this the Christian world is mainly indebted
to the noble, dignified and united attitude of the German and
Hungarian Bishops. These men,—I speak of course only of
the majority of the forty-six—while taking frequent and most
conscientious consultation with one another, and knowing the
three German Cardinals to be in substantial agreement with them,
have gained almost daily in clearness of view, confidence and
decision; and their example, again, has encouraged the Bishops
of other nations. If, as many fear, Ketteler should, at the critical
moment, go over to the Papal side, and let his sympathy for the
convenient Infallibilist doctrine get the better of his love for the
German Church and nation, his loss will be more than made up
by forces newly gained. Hefele, who is the first living authority
about Councils, has signed the Opposition address, and would,
I believe, have still more gladly signed a stronger one. Three
Cardinals of one nation who don't want to have anything to do
with Papal Infallibility! “It is an unheard-of, an abominable
thing,” say the Romans. “O that we still had Reisach! his loss is
bitter at so critical a moment, and that we should have to console
ourselves for his death by the living voices of Martin, Senestrey,
Leonrod and Stahl, is still bitterer!”

The Hungarians are greatly influenced by knowing that they
would find themselves isolated in their own country, if they,
the representatives of ecclesiastical reform, were to return from
Rome conguered, and as forced believers in Papal Infallibility
and the complete system of ecclesiastical despotism. Their
position is one of close union, and by its union is imposing;
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whereas the fifteen or sixteen Bishops of Austrian Germany are
somewhat weakened by the desertion of Martin and the three
Bavarians and the approaching apostasy of Ketteler, who is
already preparing the way for it in the Mainzer Journal. From
thence, as | perceive, has the falsehood gained currency, that
the Opposition are ready to accept Spalding's (professedly)
modified proposals, and thus to acknowledge Infallibility in its
grossest form and vote the whole third Schema—that Magna
Charta of ecclesiastical absolutism—absolutely and without any
change. That would indeed be a catastrophe almost without
precedent in Church history. We should have to assume that
the Opposition Bishops had resolved to verify in their own case
Mazarin's saying about Parliaments, that their policy is always to
say “No,” and act “Yes.” Ketteler, moreover, has special grounds
of his own for gaining or preserving the particular favour of the
Pope; for remembering his retirement from the candidature for
the Archbishopric of Cologne, he might effect the abolition of the
compact of Rome with the Governments, which secures a veto
to the latter, and the introduction of either entirely free elections
with Papal confirmation, or, still better, of simple nomination
of Bishops by the Pope. He has spoken in Congregation in this
sense, and was of course cheered by the Infallibilists.

No less strong and dignified is the attitude of half the French
Bishops, who have attached themselves to men like Darboy,
Dupanloup, Landriot of Rheims, Meignan of Chalons and
Ginoulhiac of Grenoble. On the other side, there are about
twenty decided Infallibilists, while the rest of the French
Bishops wait or avoid speaking out. The party of Darboy
and Dupanloup have the double advantage of being supported
by their Government—while the Austrian ministry assumes a
wholly apathetic and indifferent position,—and of belonging
to the nation whose troops make the Council and the civil
Government of the Pope possible, and whose Bishops therefore
the Curia is obliged to treat with respect. A French Bishop can
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say a good deal without, as a rule, having to fear being called to
order by the Legate's bell.

The North American Bishops too are being gradually educated
to ecclesiastical maturity in the school of Rome and the Council,
and have already grown out of that naive belief in the disinterested
generosity and superhuman wisdom of the Curia which most of
them brought here. To-day the Pope paid them a visit at the
American College, conversed in a friendly way with the Bishops
individually, said obliging things, and, in a word, displayed those
well-known powers of fascination he has such a command of. “A
month ago this would have taken effect,” said an American priest
who was present, “but now it comes too late.” He also assured
me that not five of the forty-five American Bishops would sign
the Infallibilist Petition or vote for the dogma.

I have heard many, and especially French, Prelates say, during
the last few days, sometimes in obscure hints, sometimes clearly,
that the Council will soon—in a few weeks—be closed or
dissolved; an opinion all the more surprising, because nothing
as yet has been done. In that case the Bull with the many
Excommunications will have to be treated as issuing from the
Council.*® But the only relation of the Bishops to that Bull is as
the suffering and punished party.

The third Solemn Session was to have been held on February
2, but had again to fall through from the want of any materials.
And there are still mountains of work and numbers of elaborate
Schemata awaiting the Council; for the decrees it is summoned
to make, or rather which Pius 1x. intends to proclaim to the
world, “with the approbation of the Council,” are to be veritable
pandects embracing the entire doctrine and constitution of the
Church, regulating all relations between Church and State, and
restoring the Papal supremacy over the bodies and souls of all
men. The domain of morals, properly so called, is alone excluded;

#3 [The Bull Apostolica Sedis.—Cf. supr. pp. 100, 1, 5, 6.—TR.{FNS]
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for there the Jesuits have good reasons for wishing to keep their
hands free. In short, the projected work that still remains to
be done would occupy at least a year and a half. And for this
end everything has been chosen and sharpened into the form
of canons, which can only introduce complications, provoke
conflicts with the civil Governments, embitter the relations of
rival Confessions, prejudice the position of the Bishops, and
foster the hatred of the lay world against the clergy. And
accordingly, with many Bishops, the wish to escape taking any
part in these discussions may be father to the thought, and a
speedy end of the Council may appear to them a sort of conciliar
euthanasia. To many a Bishop has the old proverb already
occurred, in reference to the Council, that the best thing would
be not to have been born and the next best to die early. It is not
the Swiss only who have a home-sickness. And then there is the
treatment; | heard a French Count here say to-day, “On les traite
d'une maniére brutale.”

I have just received the last number of the Paris Correspondant,
with its article by the Viscount of Meaux, Montalembert's son-
in-law, who is here. His account of how the Council is treated
is so much to the point, and so thoroughly confirms my own
statements, that | will quote it for you.

“The Schemata,” he says, at p. 347, “are prepared beforehand,
the order of business is imposed by authority (imposée), the
Commissions are elected before any consultation, from official
lists, by a disciplined majority which votes as one man. On
these Commissions the minority is not represented, and there
are no other deliberations except in Congregation. Before these
Congregations the subjects are brought in all their novelty and
laid before the 700 members, without any previous explanations.
It is difficult to understand the speeches, and there are no
reports which the Fathers can inspect, so that no Bishops have
the opportunity of submitting their thoughts to the deliberate
examination of their colleagues. Moreover, they are forbidden
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to have anything printed here for the Council. All these
characteristics indicate an assembly summoned to approve, not
to discuss, intended to exalt, not to moderate, the power which
has summoned it. And with what haste does it push on in
this direction! How impatiently does the majority press for a
declaration of Papal Infallibility!” So far the Viscount. Matters
must indeed have come to a pass when so cautious and strictly
Catholic a journal as the Correspondant presents its readers with
this picture of the Council.

There are two serious dangers to which we are always exposed.
The first | have already spoken of, which is introducing the plan
of passing the Schemata by majorities, so that the desired dogma
would be carried as it were by assault. The second danger—and it
seems to me far more threatening—is that one of those involved
and disguised formulas which the Infallibilists vie with one
another in devising, in order to deceive and catch the votes of
the less sharp-sighted Prelates and thus incorporate it into the
third Schema, may really succeed with the greater number of
the hitherto opposing and protesting Bishops. This notion is in
fact implied in the phrase one has heard so often, that a middle
party must be formed among the Bishops; for the programme
or shibboleth of this middle party is to be an elastic formula,
or one only expressing the thing metaphorically, or, again, one
not sharply dogmatic but rather pious and edifying in sound.
By the help of this middle party the formula might be made
acceptable to the rest of the Prelates, and the desired end be
happily attained. Thus Mermillod and two others have to-day
invented a phrase, which seems to them suited to square the
circle and to satisfy and unite all. They say they wish to declare
that the Pope, whenever he speaks on doctrine, speaks tanquam
o0s et organum Ecclesiee. And by this they understand that the
Church has no other mouth than him and without him is dumb,
from which it obviously follows that he is infallible. 1 doubt
if many Bishops will be detained in the meshes of a net so
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coarsely spun. No better is the formula invented by Spalding,
which might be called a pretty downright one,—that everybody
must inwardly assent to every doctrinal decision of the Pope on
pain of everlasting damnation.** That goes far beyond even the
Manning-Deschamps Address, which limits his infallibility to
decrees addressed to the whole Church, while this formula of
Spalding's declares every conceivable Papal utterance (judicium)
infallible; for a Christian can only give the assent of inward
belief, when there is no possibility of error and when there is
a really divine authority and revelation. Every theologian must
declare this invention of the Archbishop of Baltimore's to be
the most monstrous demand ever made on the conscience and
understanding of the Catholic world. It is as if a courtier at
Teheran were to say, “l will not indeed affirm that our Shah
is almighty, but I do assert confidently that he can create
out of nothing whatever he will and that his will is always
accomplished.” The reverend Fathers who torment themselves
with inventing such devices would perhaps do best if they were
to make a collection among themselves, and offer a prize of
100 ducats for that form of circumlocution or involution most
securely adapted for entrapping the innocent souls of Bishops.
Then the most ingenious heads from all Europe would compete
in sending in their suggestions, and the right bait might be
discovered among them.

# “Damnamus perversas eorum cavillationes qui dicere audent externum
quidem obsequium, non autem internum mentis cordisque assensum, R.
Pontificis judiciis esse preestandum.”
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Rome, Feb. 5.—To supplement and partly to verify the news in
my last letter, 1 will now tell you some facts that came to light
yesterday and the day before.

The Opposition Addresses were presented to the Pope on
January 26, subscribed by forty-six Germans and Hungarians,
thirty French, and twenty Italian Bishops, together with some
of the North American Bishops, the Portuguese, and certain
others. Cardinal Barnabo had employed all available means
of intimidation to prevent the Orientals from signing, and
hence the number of signatures was somewhat below what had
been expected. Of the Germans, Martin, Senestrey, Stahl and
Leonrod had signed the Infallibilist Address, which, as was only
afterwards discovered, has not been presented, because—it was
countermanded. It is not, as | first informed you, composed by
the Episcopal Committee, but by the Jesuits, and emanates from
the bureau of the Civilta; the abiding marvel is that 400 Bishops
could be induced to sign such a document without even verifying
a single one of the pretended facts cited in it. That an Infallibilist
should subscribe in blind confidence, and without examination,
a document coming from the Pope himself, is natural; but that
400 pastors of the Church, assembled for deciding and therefore
for examining ecclesiastical questions, should endorse on faith
the composition of a nameless Jesuit, is an occurrence the Order
may pride itself on.

A Petition has been set on foot by the Jesuits, and hawked about
with the Pope's approval, proposing that the bodily Assumption
of the Mother of the Lord should be made an article of faith, and
all who henceforth doubt of it, or point to the notorious origin
of the notion from apocryphal writings, be anathematized. This
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anathema would inevitably fall on every one who is acquainted
with Church history and patristic literature. This passionate
delight in anathemas, curses and refusals of absolution has been
powerfully aroused, as you may see from the canons which
reproduce the Syllabus and are added to the third Schema. The
augurs of the Gesu do not indeed smile, but simper, when they
meet each other, for they know that the rich harvest from these
seeds will drop into the bosom of their Order. Here again it is
shown plainly that the interests of the Bishops and of the Jesuits
are sharply opposed.

That Bull, with its many curses and cases reserved to the Pope,
which fills the Jesuits with hope and joy (though not they but the
Dominicans of the Inquisition are its authors), is for the Bishops
a source of discouragement and despair, so that the Bishop of
Trent is said to have lately observed that he would rather resign
his See than publish it. It is now asserted that the Pope has again
suspended it, partly on account of remonstrances of the French
Government, partly to put the Bishops in better humour for the
Infallibilist definition.

The Petition for the new Marian dogma had 300 signatures on
January 31. In managing such affairs the Jesuits are unrivalled,
for the Order is like a great actor, such as Garrick, e.g., whose
every limb from top to toe moves, speaks, and conspires to
express the same idea. Then they have an Infallibilist Petition
from the East, the only one known to have been got up; that is to
say, they made the Maronite boys and youths of their educational
establishment sign the Petition they had drawn up.

As | now hear, the majority, on January 25, resolved to let their
Address and Petition drop, if the minority will accept Spalding's
proposed addition to the third Schema. They are indeed very
magnanimous, for that addition, as was observed just now, goes
much further and stands to the Address somewhat as Dido's
ox-hide cut up into thongs to the hide before it was cut: it
will embrace whole countries and cities. Spalding desires too
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to have the Index placed completely under the shield of Papal
Infallibility, and therefore the opinion that the Pope can have
made any mistake about the sense of a book is to be condemned.
Next day, the Petition of the minority, who knew nothing of
the decision of the other party, was presented to the Pope and
rejected by him. The Infallibilists appear to have spread the
report that their Address had been actually given in simply for
the purpose of catching their opponents in a trap.

On Sunday, January 23, the Commission named by the Pope
for examining motions proposed held its first sitting, under the
presidency of Cardinal Patrizzi and not of the Pope himself, as
was thought—seven weeks after the Council met and when a
number of motions had long been awaiting its scrutiny. This
delay had evidently been designed. It has now been resolved
to arrange and examine proposals, not according to subjects but
nations, so that the proposals of the French, Germans, etc., will
be separately discussed and decided upon.

Cardinal Rauscher has written, or got written, a treatise on the
Infallibility question in German, which is now being translated
into Latin, and which does not merely oppose the dogma as
inopportune, but attacks the whole principle and, as | am assured,
on fundamental grounds. But it cannot be printed here, where
the Roman censorship is constantly growing stricter. It will be
printed in Vienna, and copies will then have to be sent here
under cover to the Austrian Embassy. To the representations
of the German and French Bishops against the oppressiveness
and injustice to the minority of the order of business, the Pope
has not seen fit to make any reply. Ve victis! Woe to them
who do not belong to the faithful and devoted majority! This
is what resounds here, morning, noon and night. Meanwhile
the Papal Committee of the Council has devised a new means
for paralysing the minority, and cutting short discussions which
might easily become inconvenient. Itis directed that all objections
or proposals for modifications of the Schemata are first to be
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handed over in writing to the Presidents and referred by them
to the Commission de Fide, which rejects or admits them at
its pleasure. If the authors of the proposals appeal against the
decision of the Commission, the whole Council decides, of
course by simple majority of votes. If this arrangement were
really to be introduced, the minority—i.e., the German and
French Bishops—would be deprived of all possibility of exerting
any influence on the composition of the decrees or warding off
any decree they considered injurious; they would always be
outvoted, and the Council would more and more take the form
of a mere machine for outvoting them. The Bishops would
soon learn to spare themselves the useless trouble of proposing
changes, and a much closer approach would be effected to the
great object of making new articles of faith and decrees by a
mere majority of votes. The only question is what the French and
Germans intend to put up with from the Italians and Spaniards,
for it is clear that here again the question of nationalities turns up
in the background, and the Brennus sword of the Southern and
Latin majority is always ready to be thrown into the scale.
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Eighteenth Letter.

Rome, Feb. 6.—The report of the dissolution or prorogation of
the Council gains in strength. Manning has found it important
enough to have it contradicted in his journal, the Tablet. He
writes, or makes somebody write, “The Holy Father is full of
strength and confidence, and has no intention of proroguing the
Council, as his enemies say.” As far as the Pope is concerned, |
hold the statement to be true. Pius is still absolutely confident of
success and firmly convinced of two things—first, of his divine,
legitimate and irresistible fulness of power, which requires that
a conspicuous example, memorable for all future ages, shall be
made of the Bishops who oppose him; secondly, of the special
protecting grace and guidance accorded to the Council by the
Holy Virgin, on whose benevolence he notoriously maintains that
he has very special claims. He has issued an Indulgence for the
whole Church, which gives us some insight into his connection
of ideas and religious views. In the Bull of December 1869,
he says that the Dominican General, Jandel, has represented to
him that the new method of prayer, consisting of 150 repetitions
of the “Hail, Mary,” was first introduced at the time the grand
crusade against the Albigenses was organized. But our own age
is infected with so many monstrous errors that this new method
of prayer should be employed now also, in order that under
the mighty protection of the Mother of God the Council may
destroy these monsters. Whoever, therefore, after confession and
communion, recites the Rosary daily for a week, for the Pope's
intention and for the happy termination of the Council, may gain
a plenary indulgence of all his sins, applicable also to the dead.
The Pope adds that even when a child, and far more as Pope, he
has always placed his whole confidence in the Mother of God,
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and that he firmly believes it to be given to her alone by God to
destroy all heresies throughout the world. How this special power
of the Holy Virgin consists with the fact that many heresies have
now lasted quietly for fourteen centuries, it would be interesting
to know. The rest the reader may find himself in the German
Pastorals.

Pius has even had his naive but robust belief in his own
heavenly illumination and vocation to proclaim new doctrines
sensibly embodied in a picture. In a chamber beyond the Raphael
Gallery there is a picture painted by his order; he stands in
glorified attitude on a throne proclaiming his favourite dogma
of the Immaculate Conception, while the Divine Trinity and the
Holy Virgin look down from heaven well pleased upon him, and
from the Cross, borne in the arms of an angel, flashes a bright
ray on his countenance. Thus Pius stands in a special mystical
relation to Mary; she guides and inspires the Council through
him, and he in turn will proclaim, with its assent, the decrees she
has inspired and which will destroy the monstrous errors of the
present day, or will at least give them a fatal blow. Unfortunately,
not one single decree has yet been brought out after exactly two
months, and all the heresies continue just as strong as before the
Council met. And yet the pregnant and successful Councils of the
ancient Church did not require a longer time for their decisions;
the Council of Nice was finished in two months, the Council of
Chalcedon in six weeks. Certainly it was not then supposed that
Mary had first to give the Pope, and then he to give the Council,
the weapons for destroying heresies: they were content to rely
on the Paraclete promised by Christ.

Meanwhile the present assembly has nothing in common with
those ancient Synods, except in being composed of persons
called Bishops. But our Bishops are unlike those of the ancient
Church, for they have to yield up to the Curia three-fourths of the
rights possessed by their predecessors, and it would be simply
ridiculous to liken the state of tutelage and restraint they are now
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placed under by the Curia to the free and independent attitude of
the fifth-century Councils. The more free-spoken among them
have just addressed, on 2d February, another Petition to the Pope,
requesting that the so-called Council Hall in St. Peter's may be
exchanged for a more suitable chamber; for now that serious
discussions on the dogmas and decrees are to begin—and the
third Schema will be met with strong and persevering opposition
in many of its articles—the present arrangement becomes still
more intolerable than before. Any regular discussion is simply
impossible in the present Council Hall; there is no doubt of that.
“That is just right,” say the Papal officials; “we neither desire
nor need discussion, but simply that the propositions should be
voted.” “But this is an unheard-of thing, against all conciliar
usage and all natural right,” reply the Bishops. Archbishop
Darboy said, “We are called on to anathematize doctrines and
persons; to pass sentences of spiritual death. But would any jury
in the world pronounce capital sentence without first having heard
the defence?” And thus the Council has entered on a very critical
period, and a spirit of irritation is becoming visible, increased by
the constantly deepening conviction that the Bishops are to be
used for purposes alien to their minds and suicidal. One word
describes the entire plot—outvoting by majorities. The united
German, French and North American Bishops are opposed to
a well disciplined army of about 500, who will vote as one
man at the beck of the Pope. This army consists of 300 Papal
boarders, the 62 Bishops of the Roman States who are doubly
subject to him, 68 Neapolitans, 80 of the Spanish race, some
110 titular Bishops without dioceses, the Italian Cardinals, 30
Generals of Orders, etc.*® In a word, the Latin South is arrayed
against the French and German North. And therefore the design
of the Curia, to carry decrees or dogmas on every question of
Church and State, etc., by a mere calculation of plus and minus,

It will of course be understood that the 300 boarders (cf. supr. p. 128) are
divided among the Prelates mentioned above.



Eighteenth Letter. 147

is doubly monstrous and utterly unchurchlike. For, first, it must
inevitably produce a deep national irritation, if it is said hereafter
in Germany, Bohemia, Hungary, France and the United States,
“The Italians and Spaniards have triumphed over our views and
interests at Rome, simply because their dioceses are much smaller
than ours and they have 50 Bishops for 100,000 souls, while we
have only one.” Secondly, it involves a complete break with the
past of the Church and the practice of Councils. Some Bishops
have examined the official records of the Council of Trent by
the Roman historian Pallavicini, and have found there that Pius
Iv. directed his Legates—and that too with special reference to a
decree on the fulness of Papal jurisdiction—to make no decrees
the Bishops were not unanimously agreed upon.*6

But now just the contrary is to take place. The decisive
contest on that point—if it comes to an open contest—will not
be fought on the third Schema, On the Church and the Pope,
but at once on the first Schema, the handiwork of the Jesuits,
when it is returned to the Council, professedly modified but
in substance unchanged, from the Commission of two Jesuits
and three Infallibilists. As we hear, no attention has been paid
to the counter representations of the Bishops, some of whom
have objected to it altogether as superfluous and mischievous,
some as erroneous and exaggerated. It will now without further
discussion, which is simply impossible in the Council Hall, be
accepted by the mere majority of votes of the compact troop of
Infallibilists, who are at the Pope's command as valets & tout faire,
and proclaimed as a dogma by Pius, approbante Concilio, as the
form runs. Thereby, according to approved Roman doctrine, has
the Holy Ghost spoken by the mouth of His divine representative,
“causa finita est;” and it only remains for the 150 or 200 opposing
Bishops to make all haste to perform a great mental evolution, to
change their laws of thought, to reverence as revealed truth what

% |storia del Concilio de Trente, xix. 15. 3: “Facendosi quelle sole difinizioni
nelle quali i padri conspirassero ad un parere.”
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they have hitherto rejected as error, and to force the clergy and
laity under them by excommunication and suspension to perform
the same gymnastic feat of leaping at one jump from unbelief
into firm and immoveable faith.

The modern and purely mechanical scholasticism has brought
matters to such a pass that many seriously look upon the Council
as a machine, which only needs turning to get new dogmas
carried and authorized by the Holy Ghost. Formerly, theologians
used to say that the voice of a General Council is nothing but the
voice of the whole Church concentrated in one place; that every
Bishop bears witness to the traditional belief of his Church and
of his predecessors; and that the harmony of these testimonies
proves what is the universal belief, and thus attests the truth and
purity of the profession of faith sanctioned by the Council. But
now all this is entirely changed. The Bishops have come, without
any previous knowledge as to what they were to vote about;
long-winded and ready-made documents are laid before them on
guestions most of them have never examined in their lives, of
which their flocks at home know nothing and have never heard;
they are expected to pass decrees the necessity and opportuneness
of which appear to them highly problematical, and to pronounce
a string of anathemas, because the Pope and Jesuits will it. They
are cooped up in a treadmill called a Council, and must willingly
or unwillingly grind what is thrown into it. It cannot indeed be
exactly said that this procedure is new and unprecedented, for
the same thing occurred, on a much smaller scale, at the Fifth
Lateran Council under Julius 1. and Leo. x.; but then only the
Italian Bishops were made use of, who had long been broken in
to the role of flunkeys. Now, on the contrary, the Bishops of
all nations have been brought into prison at Rome, and are to
say Yea and Amen to the decrees the Curia and the Jesuits have
drawn up and mean to make obligatory.

But the minority have taken courage, and stand on the
defensive; and so the machine is at a standstill. The opponents
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of Infallibilism have not decreased; on the contrary, it is now
thought that about 200 will vote against it. Many, who at
first were only “inopportunists,” have now through more careful
investigation of the question become decided opponents of the
doctrine itself.

Antonelli does not spare assurances, that the Governments
may be quite at ease as to the decrees to be issued by the
Council; he says they only affect theology, that nothing will
be changed in practical life by them, and that the Curia has
no intention of employing them for the purpose of interfering
with political affairs. But these reassuring declarations are only
made orally; great care is taken to avoid putting them into
a written, and therefore binding, form. Meanwhile the French
Government perfectly comprehends the situation and the objects
aimed at, and has already announced that it will fully support its
Bishops and protect them against the threatened domination by
majorities. Archbishop Lavigerie has gained nothing in Paris, and
the decision of France has been communicated to the Cardinal
Secretary of State, to the effect that the Government will not
allow the 33 French Bishops and their allies of the German and
English tongue to be crushed and forced into adopting dogmas
they have rejected. The Civilta has just been singing the praises
of Count Daru, who is a living proof that there are still real
statesmen; it will very soon adopt just the opposite tone.

Among the points which make the Bishops the more
astonished, the longer they stay here and the more narrowly
they inspect the condition of things, is the decline of study
in Rome, and the want, not merely of learned men but even,
and most especially, of well-grounded theologians. Rome was
never a favourable soil for serious study and true learning; a
resource was found in attracting foreigners here, which could
easily be done by means of the great Religious Orders whose
Generals reside here. But now these Orders, with the exception
of the Jesuits, are in the same state of decay. Where are men
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of distinguished learning to be found among the Dominicans,
Carmelites, Cistercians and Franciscans of our own day? To the
Pope himself and those immediately about him this is a matter
of indifference; Pius feels instinctively that, if there were real
theologians at Rome, they would all offer at least a passive
resistance to his penchant for creating new dogmas. Only the
Jesuits and their pupils favour that sort of thing; and as long as
there were real theologians in Rome, history knows of no Pope
who was possessed with this abnormal passion for fabricating
dogmas.

Now, indeed, among the 41 Italian Cardinals, only two are
named as theologians, the Thomist Guidi and the Barnabite Lulio.
Of the achievements of the latter nothing is known, and he has left
the Jesuits to their own devices in the elaboration of the Schemata;
but in the Council he is the chief representative of Roman
theology. More distinguished than Lulio is the Piedmontese
Prelate and Professor, Audisio, author of a History of the Popes,
which of course cannot be measured by a German standard.
Vincenzi, a good Orientalist and author of a learned—but in
the main erroneous—apology for Origen, being a quiet, modest
man who goes his own way, is thought nothing of here, and
has neither title, dignities, nor benefices, although in knowledge
he outweighs twenty Monsignori. De Rossi, the most acute
and learned among the genuine Romans, who has educated
himself by the study of German works, is a layman and therefore
cannot be anything. The Dominican Modena, Secretary of the
Congregation of the Index and as such director of the whole
institution, who died a few weeks ago, passed here for a learned
theologian, but no monuments of his knowledge and research
are extant outside the Index. When a foreigner observed to him
shortly before his death that, in order to condemn German or
English books, one should understand something of the language,
he showed great surprise at so unheard-of a demand, and replied
that for Italians, who notoriously far excel all nations in genius
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and acuteness, if a foreigner translated a couple of passages from
a book into Latin or Italian, that supplied quite enough materials
for pronouncing a censure on the book. The Dominican Gatti has
now succeeded Modena as Secretary of the Index, and therefore
as supreme judge ex officio of the literature of the world. On
his scientific capacity and literary achievements history is silent.
And so the few learned works produced here have to be provided
by foreigners domiciled at Rome.

Theiner publishes documents from the Archives, so far, that
is, as they serve “the good cause;” much he is notoriously
forbidden to publish. The French Benedictine, Pitra, now a
Cardinal, edits the original documents of Greek canon law;
the French Chaillot writes the single important Church journal
or record, Analecta Juris Pontificii, where, notwithstanding its
rigid Ultramontane line, useful collections or ancient treatises not
previously printed may here and there be found. Dogmatics and
theological philosophy—i.e., philosophy adapted to dogmatic
needs and ends—are provided here by the three German Jesuits,
Schrader, Franzelin and Kleutgen. For here Germans are only
thought available when they have first been transformed into
Jesuits and thereby, as far as possible, un-Germanized. That
Order, on which the features of the Spanish national character of
the sixteenth century are still indelibly impressed, cannot tolerate
a genuine German in his natural shape; it would be compelled to
eject him as Etna vomited out the brazen slipper of Empedocles.
It is well known that the most industrious and learned of the
Roman Prelates, Liverani, was obliged to leave Rome; he lives,
| believe, at Florence.*’

If we examine the names of the Professors at the Roman
University of the Sapienza, we find among the teachers of
theology, with the solitary exception of the Canon-Regular,
Tizzani, who is now blind, only monks—Dominicans, Carmelites

47 [Liverani published a striking pamphlet on the abuses of the Curia some
years ago.—TR.{FNS]
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and Augustinians—and these mere names wholly unknown
beyond the walls of Rome. No less lamentable is the view
presented by the philosophical, mathematical and philological
departments. The best that can be said of this University, the
intellectual metropolis of 180,000,000, is about this, “que c'est
une fille honnéte qui ne fait pas parler d'elle.”

On the whole, the air here is much too raw, the soil
inhospitable, the Index too near, and the censorship too merciless,
for scientific works and serious investigations. The Italians say of
amindless work, “E scritto in tempo di Scirocco.” And here there
is an intellectual scirocco established in permanence. And thus
the brave German Benedictines, who assembled here some years
ago under an Italian Abbot, Pescetelli, in St. Paul's without the
Walls, have become victims of the unhealthy atmosphere—that
is, besides the mental scirocco indigenous here, the sharp north
wind blowing from the Gesu. They had energetic men among
them, such as Nickes and others, were anxious to work in
German fashion, and made a good beginning in a volume of
Voices from Rome, published in 1860; a German Cardinal was
their protector. But no sooner had they been denounced to the
Pope by the Jesuits—German and of ill-repute for orthodoxy are
synonymous terms here than they had to decamp. The Abbot,
weary of these chicaneries, resigned his office and returned to
Montecassino. But the Benedictines generally are looked on
most unfavourably by the authorities here. As it was said in a
capital sentence at Paris, in 1794, that the condemned man was
“suspected of being suspected of deficient sense of citizenship,”
so must it be said of the Benedictines here that they “are suspected
of being suspected of a deficient sense of Papalism.” They are
not devoted enough towards the Curia; these little religious
communities cannot be so entirely kept in hand, the Jesuits from
of old are hostile to them, and it is found in Rome that they
have not hitherto rendered sufficient service to the great cause
of strengthening Roman domination. They are therefore to be
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revolutionized, and, like the Jesuits and the Mendicant Orders,
to receive a monarchical constitution. Their autocratic General
will then reside in Rome, and the Pope will do with them what he
did with the Dominicans, when he made Jandel, the Jesuit pupil,
their General. Then the Benedictines will be for the Jesuits what
the Gibeonites were for the Israelites, their “hewers of wood and
drawers of water.”8

Such a project for revolutionizing the Benedictines, who
would then of course cease to be sons of St. Benedict, is
reputed to be among the measures prepared for the Council. If
the present condition of Rome be compared with earlier ages,
as late as Benedict xiv.'s reign, or even twenty or thirty years
later, there is truly an enormous difference, and this deep decay
and intellectual collapse cannot be explained by external causes
merely; inward and more hidden motives must be taken into
account, which I think I well understand, but will not here speak
of. That does not trouble our Roman clergy of to-day; they
institute no comparisons, and don't even know the names of the
men who dwelt in the same spot a century ago. And the thought
of their own poverty of intellect and culture, if it ever occurs to
the Roman clerisy, does not at all hinder their always admiring
themselves, like Dante's Rachel,

“Mai non si smaga
Dal suo miraglio, e siedo tutto giorno
EIl' é de' suoi begli occhi veder vaga.™*°

*8 Joshua ix. 21.
 purgat. xxvii. 104.
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Rome, Feb. 8, 1870.—It is a most exciting drama that is being
exhibited here, and notwithstanding much that is both little and
painful in its details, one of great and moving import; and
those who have the opportunity of inspecting its machinery more
narrowly, can hardly at times avoid feeling very strongly on the
subject. The figure of Laocoon, with the snakes coiled round him,
is constantly recurring to my mind; for | seem to be witnessing
the strategical arts and skilful evolutions of a general, who is
trying to surround a little band of opponents with his immensely
superior forces, so as to compel them to lay down their arms and
surrender at discretion without striking a blow. The disproportion
is indeed enormous; first there is the Pope, whose mere name
still is a host in itself, and that Pope is Pius, who for twenty-four
years has had such homage and flatteries heaped upon him as
no Pope ever had before, and who is accustomed to shake the
Roman Olympus by his nod. Then there are the Cardinals and
Prelates, the whole spiritual staff of Congregations—the Papal
family—all fully united and resolved, and the contribuens plebs
of foreign Bishops, who are fairly caught in the net, and will not
be suffered to escape without the bonds and chains of the most
stringent decrees securing their obedience. On the other side
stand from 150 to 200 Bishops, of divers tongues and nations and
now for the first time united by a common need and a common
danger, like a snowball liable to melt at the first breath of milder
air, and fighting like those Spaniards of the Cortes, who, with one
foot chained to a stone, compelled the Mexicans to spare their
lives. One asks every morning in doubt and terror, how far the
solvents employed have attained their end? Many would gladly
capitulate if only they were met half-way by tolerable conditions,
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and such would secure them a rather less cold reception on their
return to their dioceses. Meanwhile the eyes and the hopes of all
educated Catholics, not only in Germany but in Italy, France and
North America, are fixed on the chosen band of 300 Bishops.

But how are matters likely to proceed? The Opposition is
tough and tenacious. Every new Schema bears so unmistakeably
the impress of the interests of either the Jesuits or the Curia,
that the Bishops cannot help growing constantly more cautious,
suspicious and reserved. And to make their designs still
clearer, the Jesuits supply the practical commentary in their
official journal, the Civilta, to the effect that no measures of
the Governments against the encroachments of the Church on
the civil jurisdiction, or her summons to transgress the laws
of the country, would bind the consciences of their subjects.
The subjoined anathema against every one who refuses to
acknowledge that laws are annulled by the ordinances of the
Church (i.e., the Pope), is a sorry consolation for the Bishops;
for experience has shown too often that courts of justice and
statesmen don't trouble themselves about the excommunications
incurred in the discharge of their official duties. The Bishops
accordingly foresee nothing but endless rubs and collisions with
the civil power, as well as with whole classes of the population
at home; and when the Jesuits are commended to them as
pledged and triumphant allies in the contest to be waged against
Governments, constitutions and laws, they generally shake their
heads suspiciously and with no particular feeling of triumphant
joy.

The Pope's 300 episcopal foster-sons cost him 25,000 francs
daily, and that makes the pleasant little sum of 1,500,000 francs
for two sterile months, during which these doughty warriors
have sat a good deal, but accomplished nothing by their sitting;
for the old Roman proverb, “Romanus vincit sedendo,” has not
been verified here. The Pope is gradually getting frightened at
this daily expenditure, and, after the fashion of great lords, who
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readily lay the blame of the failure of their own plans on the bad
advice of their subjects, he said to-day, in an outbreak of disgust,
“per furia di farmi infallibile, mi faranno fallire.”

The proceedings of the Council must therefore be expedited
and curtailed. At the same time nothing must be remitted of
the matters it is to deal with and vote into canons and decrees.
Therefore the order of business must be changed. Cardinal
Antonelli says now that “the speeches have been too long and
too many, and must be entirely put an end to; the Bishops must
be content with handing over their observations in writing to the
Commission of twenty-four or the Commission for Petitions.”
He tries to sweeten the bitter draught to their lips by remarking
that this decision is for their own advantage, for, after being so
wearied out with the long sittings and listening to speeches, they
must be glad to be relieved of the burden. The Bishops, however,
experience no such joyful feeling, but say that the last vestige
of conciliar freedom is now abolished. They have the more
reason for saying so, since it is notorious that the Infallibilist
and purely Romanist party is exclusively represented on the
Commissions, so that it may be clearly foreseen that the remarks
and suggestions of the liberal-minded and reforming Bishops
will simply be thrown into the waste-paper basket, or, under
the most favourable circumstances, be buried in the archives of
St. Angelo. At the moment | am writing the new Regolamento
has not yet been published, owing to the urgent requests and
representations of certain Bishops. But to judge from Antonelli's
statement, the authorities seem determined to drop the last veil,
and show quite openly to the world that the Council has been
arranged as a mere machine of Roman administration, and must
therefore of course be forced back into the path from which it had
wandered. Many a Bishop now looks back with painful regret
to the Council of Trent, where, notwithstanding the haughty
insolence of the Italians, the ambassadors of Spain and France
acted as protectors to the foreign Prelates, and were a great check
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on the arbitrary violence of the Legates. Now, Antonelli assures
every diplomatist who says a word on the unprecedented method
of procedure, and the hostile character of the proposed decrees
towards the State, that these things have only a theoretical and
doctrinal significance, and that in practice the Curia will study
a wise moderation, and place itself on a friendly footing with
the Governments. He means, that when one fills one's arsenal
with new and effective weapons, that is no proof that they will
at once be discharged. | don't know whether this satisfies the
diplomatists. Perhaps Count Trautmansdorff is satisfied, for
his Government has repeatedly announced its resolve to wait
quietly till the Council is over and the Curia is put in possession
of all the decrees and dogmas it wants. Then, when the new
doctrines are already inserted in all the catechisms and taught
in all seminaries and enforced in every confessional, it will be
time enough to consider what line the civil power should take
in the matter. M. de Banneville and the Paris Government do
not seem to be of this opinion. | don't imagine they are minded
at Paris so entirely to sacrifice the Bishops to the arbitrary will
of the Curia and its paid majority, and for the last few days
the French ambassador has been engaged in a lively telegraphic
correspondence with his own Government. We may very soon
expect important disclosures.

As far as | can make out, the conviction still prevails among
the Roman clergy and their episcopal allies that the dogma of
Infallibility in the third Schema will be accepted by the Council,
at least in a somewhat modified form, but one easily capable of
being extended and quite sufficient for present exigencies. They
say, “We will first take the vote on the question of opportuneness,
and a mere majority may very well decide that. It has decided
already by the 400 or 410 signatures to the (Infallibilist) Address,
and the Bishops who have themselves answered No, will be
obliged to yield to this decision, and so to come to the vote on
the dogma itself, i.e., to declare whether they personally hold
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the Pope to be dogmatically fallible or infallible.” The Romans
expect that, when matters have come to this point, not a few
Bishops—especially Ketteler of Mayence, and, it may be hoped,
many more with him—uwill come over to their side and profess
their faith in Papal Infallibility. In whatever form they clothe their
belief, it comes to the same thing in the end. At last there will
only remain a little band of obstinate Prelates who will protest.
They may talk if they please, and then it will be proclaimed to the
world, by an overwhelming majority of perhaps 700 votes, that it
has become Infallibilist. Then might a new St. Jerome say, with
greater force than the former one said of Arianism, “Miratus est
orbis se esse factum infallibilistam.” A Roman clergyman, who
expressed this expectation to me with peculiar confidence, added
that there had been a like occurrence at the Council of Trent and
it would now be repeated. | perfectly understood him, and the
matter deserves to be mentioned here as a striking parallel to
certain recurring possibilities. The Council, which was meant
to reform and thereby to save the Church, was brought to an
early consideration of the universal neglect of Bishops to reside
in their dioceses and the need for recognising this duty as one of
Divine obligation. But it appeared at once, in the first period of
the Council, that the Court of Rome and its faithful Italians in the
assembly had the strongest interest in preventing the assertion
of this simple and logically necessary truth. For, as regards
the past, it would have implied severe censure of the practice
followed by the Popes since the beginning of the thirteenth
century, which would be shown to be a constant violation of the
Divine law; while, in regard to the present and future, it would
have seriously limited the plenary power of the Popes, for it was
always held a principle in the Church that no one could dispense
from the law of God. But the non-Italian Bishops, and nearly
all the Italians themselves, were at first in favour of declaring it
to be “the Divine law,” so strong was the evidence. And it was
seen clearly enough that from the divinely imposed obligation
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must again be inferred the equally divine rights and institution
of the episcopate. Meanwhile the Jesuit General made his two
famous speeches to show that all episcopal authority was a mere
emanation from the Pope. For ten months, from September 18,
1562 to July 14, 1563, all sessions of the Council had to be
suspended to prevent any decree being made on the subject; and
at last, on July 14, 1563, the twenty-eight Spanish Bishops and
“the Divine right of residence” succumbed to the majority of 192
votes, about three-fourths being Italians. Absit omen!

The Civilta of February 5, 1870, in its article, “I Politicastri
ed il Concilio,” has supplied a noteworthy commentary on the
canons or decrees of the third Schema, which affirm the Church
to be an institution armed with coercive powers of inflicting
bodily punishments; for that is obviously the meaning. The
“Politicastri” are those statesmen who imagine that the State
has a sphere of its own, independent of the legislation of the
Church and the interposition of the Pope. That, according to
the Roman Jesuits, is a most abominable error. A law which
contradicts a law of the Church has not the slightest validity for
men's consciences. For the authority of a Council—and a fortiori
of a Pope, from whom, on the Jesuit theory, Councils derive all
their force and validity—is above the authority of the State.>
Should the State therefore require obedience to a law opposed to
an ordinance of the Council, it would do so without any real right
(senza vero titulo giuridico), and, should it enforce compliance,
would be introducing a suicidal tyranny. It is further explained
that this by no means applies to those religious laws only which
rest on Divine ordinance, but also to those which are purely
ecclesiastical, and therefore on Catholic principles are variable.

Let us take the twelfth of the Canones de Ecclesia, which
anathematizes all who doubt the Church's power to inflict cor-

%0 “Ove accadesse collisione tra le definizioni del Concilio ecumenico e le
leggi dello Stato, queste cesserebbero per cio solo di avere qualsiasi vigore
obbligatorio,” p. 262.
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poral punishment; and consider further that the Popes have most
solemnly declared that by baptism all heretics are become their
subjects, are amenable to the laws of the Church, and must, if
needful, be compelled to obey them.5! declared the same before
in 1749 (Bullar. Mag., Rome, ed. Coquel, T. xvii. p. 272).
And Pius vi.{rFNns afterwards, in his Brief of 1803 (Kopp, Die
kath. Kirche des 19 Jahrh., Mainz, 1830, p. 429). “According to
Scripture, Councils and Tradition, heretics remain subject to the
laws of the Catholic Church.”

Consider further that the Syllabus condemns the toleration or
equality of different religions, and no doubt can remain as to
what system it is intended to introduce.

The second Letter of the famous Oratorian and member of
the French Academy, Father Gratry, has just come here, and
has produced a great impression. It treats of the gross forgeries
by which the way for the introduction of the doctrine of Papal
Infallibility has been gradually prepared, first in the ninth and then
in the thirteenth century; and dwells especially on the fact that
the theologians—above all Thomas Aquinas, who rules in the
schools, and his many disciples and followers—were deceived
by these fabrications, and that even the Popes themselves were
misled by them. Gratry's exposition is clear and convincing; but
he goes beyond the middle ages. He shows how dishonestly the
Breviary was tampered with at Rome at the end of the sixteenth
century, and how, up to the present time the Jesuits, Perrone
and Wenninger,—the latter in a truly amazing fashion—have
followed the practice of citing fabulous or corrupted testimonies.

One grand result of the Council its authors have not foreseen

%! S0 Pius VI.{FNS, in his Brief of 1791, directed against the new laws of the
French Assembly for securing religions freedom. Therein the distinction is still
drawn between heathen and Jews on one side and Protestants or heretics on the
other, that the former cannot be compelled to receive baptism, but the others,
“qui se Ecclesia per susceptum Baptismi Sacramentum subjecerunt, cogendi
sunt” (Collect. Brev. Pii V1., Aug. Vindel. 1791, i. 34). Benedict XIV.{FNS
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or reckoned upon, which, however, has already attained alarming
dimensions; | mean the scandal it has given. They seem to have
really believed with a childish naiveté that the Council could
be hermetically sealed up, like birds under a glass bell, and its
members shut up apart,—that 3000 persons could be reduced
to silence by a Papal edict about matters they feel there is the
strongest necessity for speaking of. Such a notion could only
grow up in the heads of Roman clerics, who are wont to look at
the world beyond their own narrow sphere only through crevices
of the open door, or through the key-hole. Only too much has
become known. The Jesuits, the Civilta, the Univers, the Monde,
et id genus omne, have done their best to reveal the sharp contrast
of opposite parties, and the world of to-day, sceptically disposed
as it is and little inclined to cover the shame and nakedness
by turning away its face, is present at a double spectacle: it
witnesses the system of force and intrigue by which a Council
is managed, and it watches with keen observation the process
of manipulating a new dogma. Men say now, what Cardinal
Bessarion said before, according to an anecdote current here,
that the way Saints were canonized in his own time made him
very suspicious about the older Saints and Canonizations. In the
same way the Protestant and Catholic laity, who are here in such
numbers at present, say, “We know and see now how matters
are managed in the Church when a new dogma is to be made;
what artifices, and deceptions, and methods of intimidation are
employed to gain votes. Must it not have been the same at former
Councils?” I have heard even Bishops here say that such thoughts
pressed upon them, and were severe temptations against faith.
And if these things are done in the green tree, what shall be done
in the dry? Is it different with you in Germany?
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Twentieth Letter.

Rome, Feb. 9, 1870.—In commencing the discussion on the
Catechism the Council passed into the last stage of the peaceful
proceedings, which are to precede the battle on the claims of
the Roman authority. The speech of Cardinal Rauscher, who
is ill, was delivered by the Bishop of Gurk, and made a great
impression. He was followed by Cardinal Mathieu, one of the
best Latinists in the French episcopate, the Primate of Hungary
and the Archbishop of Tours. After them Dupanloup spoke, who
was again, as on the former occasion, not well heard. He lashed
those who think that the cultivated nations of the Catholic world
are to have a Catechism dictated to them by Rome. The Session
was not favourable to the propositions, but men can no longer
fix their minds on themes of lesser importance. All are thinking
of the decisive contest which is imminent. Many indeed on both
sides wish that it could be avoided. The threatening attitude of
the policy of France has roused serious misgivings. It was known
in Rome at the end of January, but the decisive instructions
only arrived on Saturday, February 5, and produced a deep and
unpleasant sensation. Hitherto the Court of Rome was able to
hinder the withdrawal of the French troops, by threatening to
take refuge under English protection at Malta; but with the good
understanding that now prevails between the French and English
Governments this is no longer possible. It is perfectly well
known in the Vatican that neither of the two powers will stretch
out a hand to uphold Papal absolutism. It is a proof of the strong
impression produced by the French note that the Papal Court has
kept it secret. No appeal is tried to Catholic public opinion or
the loyal episcopate, for it is well ascertained that the Infallibilist
doctrine has very different enemies from the temporal power. To
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Cardinal Antonelli it seems like a denial of the whole work of his
life to stake the temporal power of the Pope for the sake of a new
dogma. But if this is to be saved, the dogma must be sacrificed.
So the Opposition now has the assurance that the neutrality and
non-intervention of the Catholic powers is come to an end, and
it is encouraged at the same time by the part the learned world
has begun to take on its side, since the publication in Germany
of the addresses which attest the antagonism of eminent Catholic
scholars and professors of theology to the new dogma.

Nevertheless the minority is composed of heterogeneous
elements, and it may be safely calculated that they will not all
hold out to the last. Some opponents of the definition are friends
of the doctrine, and oppose it on grounds not of a purely abstract
or theological nature. No one has calculated the numerical
proportion of these in inopportunists to the real opponents of
Infallibility. Any serious discussion of the question has long
been avoided, and many think it ought to be avoided, because
therein lies the dangerous weakness of the party. The ground of
inopportuneness, which had already been adopted in the Letter to
the Pope from Fulda, was taken up from the first, in the hope of
paralysing the majority by an imposing number of dissentients.
They hoped to be strong by their numbers, and to look strong by
a certain kind of unity. The theory of inopportuneness seemed
to provide a common ground for the decided opponents of the
dogma and for the timid and vacillating or moderate adherents
of the doctrine itself. That a really united Opposition has been
formed on this basis is mainly due to the Bishop of Orleans.
He attacked the opportuneness with such a powerful array of
testimonies in his famous Pastoral, that every one saw clearly the
doctrine itself was involved, though he never entered in so many
words on the theological question. The position he provided
has served its purpose for two months, without the party being
brought to a declaration for or against the dogma. It has served
to bring in adherents to the Opposition, who in the strictest sense
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of the word belong to the Roman Court party, and to provide
waverers with a comparatively innocent method of resistance.
It has prevented the victory of the Curia in the days of their
greatest ascendancy, but it is untenable for a permanence. The
position of the inopportunists has the fatal disadvantage that it
can be out-flanked. That would have happened, had the Bishops
been separately requested to give their opinions “sub secreto,”
with a promise that no public declaration in the Council should
be desired.

Then, again, it is a position that can easily be mastered by
means of the majority. A minority may be invincible on the
ground of dogma, but not of expediency. Everything can
be ventured to combat a false doctrine, but not to hinder an
imprudence or a premature definition. In questions of faith one
dare not give in; not so in questions of discretion only. And
then the Council must have been sooner or later driven from
the ground of inopportuneness, if it was not shipwrecked on the
order of business; for it was a point of view the decision could
not finally hinge upon, in presence of a preponderating majority.

The defection of part of the Opposition was thus only a
question of time, though it became more difficult for individuals
after each act done in union, and many an inopportunist has
advanced to theological contradiction of the dogma. But the
attempt to make the rejection of the doctrine the principle of
the party forced the contrast more and more on the minds of
individuals. Among the Germans primarily, and in the groups
of leading Bishops from different countries who took counsel
together, a more determined spirit gradually developed itself, and
it was seen that their adversaries made capital out of every sign of
unclearness of view among the Opposition. They were constantly
spreading reports that on the main point all were united, and that
at most there were not above twenty opponents of the dogma,
including only two Germans, who were adherents of Hermes
and Gunther; perhaps only five opponents in all, or none at
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all. In presence of these assertions a public declaration seemed
necessary, less for the faithful at home than for non-Catholics,
who ask about the doctrine. The Bishops of the Opposition
told themselves that honour and episcopal duty demanded that a
Bishop should not withhold his belief on a fundamental question,
at a moment when all have to speak, the moment of danger. The
very success of the inopportunist policy is no true success. It is
no victory of the truth, when it is not openly proclaimed in the
contest. Those who do not fight under the banner of their own
convictions are not on equal terms with their adversaries.

Thus the view has been more and more making way, that not
only must every definition be avoided as dangerous, but that
the doctrine of the Roman theologians and their adherents in the
Episcopate must be rejected as false. And this brought men more
and more to the scientific ground. It was no longer a mere affair of
personal conviction, but of direct evidence, and the moment was
come for literary argument to assert its place in the proceedings
of the Council. The position of the mere inopportunists became
more difficult, and the band which held the party together was
loosened. Their adversaries at once zealously availed themselves
of this favourable crisis; nearly every Bishop of the minority was
plied with various intermediate formulas and conciliar proposals.
Attempts were made to sow disunion among the leaders; political
jealousies at home, and whatever else could be made use of, were
seized upon to undermine mutual confidence. Some were to
be deceived by the phantom of a middle party, and were told
that they might take a position as peacemakers at the head of a
mediating section—of course in the anticipation that every one
who makes concessions and admits the principle of the definition
will pass over to the majority. Against all these attempts the
Bishops of the minority have, on the whole, though not without
some wavering, kept firm and true. But still the transition to
the strictly theological standpoint, where individual conviction
on the question of Infallibility must be decisively recognised and
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represented, cannot be accomplished without an internal conflict
and shaking of the party.
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Twenty-First Letter.

Rome, Feb. 11, 1870.—When once literature began to be
brought to bear actively on the proceedings of the Council, the
crisis could not long be delayed, for science, which has to do
with truth only, knows nothing of diplomatic considerations, and
makes no concessions to the requirements of the moment. It
brings back the discussion inevitably from theory to fact, from
the sphere of dogma to the sphere of history. In remorselessly
exposing the inventions and forgeries which form the basis
of the doctrine of Papal Infallibility, it necessarily attacks the
whole ultramontane system of which that doctrine is the logical
consequence. The fundamental refutation of the dogma is fatal to
much in the specifically Roman theology and the modern claims
of the Popes, which would not otherwise have been assailed in
Council by any Bishop. Those who shrink from collision with
the Curia, and would desire to spare it a public exposure of
error before the whole world, and who have therefore hitherto
remained on the defensive, will now be driven further and placed
in a position they would never have chosen. They see their
adversaries in a light—whether as deceived or deceivers—which
seriously disturbs their daily intercourse with them. For it is no
longer possible to conceal by any periphrasis the fact that the
spirit the Opposition has to combat is no other than the spirit
of lying. And so, when the voice of honest science cannot be
excluded, no peaceful issue is possible. The contest takes the
form of an internecine strife against that absolute Papal system
for which the Court had at first confidently expected to gain the
almost enthusiastic sanction of the Council. The aid of science
can be purchased at no cheaper price. No wonder then if the
Bishops recoil in trembling before the weighty task of winning
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the victory for that view which specially prevails among learned
Germans of this day, first in the Council, and then among the
mass of the clergy and the faithful. There are few among them
who are not inwardly conscious that they will themselves come
in for some of the heavy blows.

Father Gratry's first Letter on its arrival at Rome roused
serious reflection in many. His skilful handling of a subject
familiar to all, and his repeated application of the solemn passage,
“Numquid indiget Deus mendacio vestro?”®? together with his
unmistakeable allusion in his division of mankind into “viri
veraces” and “viri mendaces,” contributed to make clear the
full significance of the contrast—to many for the first time.
Déllinger's printed criticism of the Address was not calculated
to quiet the excitement it caused. The Roman party, in the
hope of effecting an internal split in the party, seized the handle
which Daéllinger's statement that he was in harmony on the
main question with the majority of the German Bishops seemed
to supply, and tried to extract a counter declaration from the
Bishops. The first attempt, to induce the Archbishop of Munich
to exert his authority, failed. Then the Bishop of Mayence brought
the matter before the Assembly of German Opposition Bishops.
He angrily disclaimed for himself any solidarity with Déllinger's
view, and averred his belief in Papal Infallibility, saying it
was only the difficulty and danger of a dogmatic declaration
quite unnecessary in itself that made him an opponent of the
definition. Had his motion been accepted, and the German
Opposition renounced their hostility to the dogma and retired
to the ground of mere expediency, the complete victory of the
Infallibilists would have been a matter of a few weeks only. But
when the German Bishops rejected Ketteler's urgent demand, and
decisively refused to give up their assault on the dogma, the half-
and-half character and weakness of their position vanished, and

52 Job xiii. 7.
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they ceased to subordinate or sacrifice the theological standpoint
to the question of expediency. And thus the difficult word has
been spoken; they have already pronounced against the doctrine
itself in the Addresses they have signed. The reproach incurred
thereby does not, of course, apply in full force to the Bishop
of Mayence, who has always told his colleagues that he is on
their side on the question of opportuneness only. The Bishop of
Rottenburg (Hefele) has already declared in his speech at Fulda
that it is necessary to advance further and assail the doctrine
itself. And he repeated this in reply to Ketteler's proposal. The
great majority of the Bishops were unfavourable to that proposal.
While in this way they testified their agreement with Doéllinger,
some of them—especially Strossmayer—declared emphatically
for the cecumenicity of the Council of Florence. They have
weighty reasons for this. The more strongly the minority hold
to Dollinger's interpretation of the famous Florentine decree, the
less can they afford to depreciate the authority of the Synod.
For in their opinion it is just that decree which serves to expose
the dishonesty of the other party, and to overthrow the extreme
doctrine. It will do them good service too in the discussion on the
Schema de Ecclesia and the new Schema de Romano Pontifice,
which is now announced.

But while the German Bishops rejected Ketteler's proposal,
and left to the Civilta Cattolica and the Mayence Katholik the war
against the Munich School, they did not venture to come to an
open breach with the less homogeneous elements of their party,
wishing to retain Ketteler on their side—who is as zealous against
the Roman principles in Church and State as against German
science—as an active ally in the contest against the Schema.
For this end there have been consultations, especially between
the Archbishop of Cologne on one side and the Archbishop of
Munich on the other. The commotion produced by Déllinger's
essay in the learned world of Germany gives them an opportunity
for helping the minority over this discomfiture, and averting for
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the immediate moment of danger the threatened disruption. It
cannot be denied that to a certain extent the latest declarations
of German Catholics are very acceptable to the Bishops, for the
very reason that they partly emanate from men who belong to
the more moderate opponents of Infallibility. It is a piece of
good luck for the Bishops staying at Rome that men who are
independent, and at a distance from the flatteries and threats of
the Vatican, undertake to call things by their right names, that
reason makes itself heard by the side of passion, and science
by the side of authority. It is moreover very convenient that
the materials can be used while the writer is disowned. But
although the Bishops know well how to value the importance
of the support given to their cause from Germany, yet this new
movement is not altogether to their taste; their dignity demands
that they should not succumb to pressure from without, or owe
too much to the public press. A Bishop is indeed presumed to
be a theologian. And as it is impossible that the considerations
which for the moment are decisive in the Council should always
be taken into account by writers, there cannot fail to be manifold
embarrassments. From the intra-conciliar point of view it is easy
to go too far. And then it may be regarded as almost inevitable
that many Bishops should receive these manifestations of opinion
from Germany with outward coldness, or reply by advising that
it should be left in their hands alone to secure the victory of truth.
In their eyes silence is in itself a kind of vote of confidence. A too
zealous participation might almost look like a sign of doubt as
to the Bishops having strength and perseverance and coherence
enough to conquer. To be sure, none feel such doubts more
strongly than the Bishops themselves, but nothing can better
serve to give them the confidence in themselves which is so
much to be desired as showing them that others feel it.

And thus among the German Bishops in Rome Hefele's view
has triumphed over Ketteler's, the logical and decided over the
half-and-half policy, and the difficult turning-point has been
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passed without loss or breach in the party. And not a day too
soon! Next week a new Schema and a new order of business will
bring the disunion and irritation in the Council to a point.
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Rome, Feb. 15, 1870.—If | wrote a fortnight ago that the situation
was essentially improved since the first weeks, this must be taken
with important reservations. The most keen-sighted of the North
American Bishops then said, “We have done nothing at all, and
that is a great deal.” He thought it an important gain that of the
proposals laid before the Council, the two Schemata, nothing had
passed, and none of the objects for which it had been convoked
had, up to that point, been attained. But this has only been
the damming up of a stream which eventually bursts through
the more violently, and carries away the dam with it. For the
majority of 500, who are resolved to indorse everything and
vote every measure proposed, holds firmly together, before and
behind; while the minority, on the other hand, is in danger of
being shivered to pieces on the rock of opportuneness.

The Schema now under discussion, of a common Catechism
for the whole Catholic world, is clearly connected with the
general programme cut out for the Council; for if the new
dogmas are fabricated, they will at once be inserted into this
universal Catechism, and thereby inculcated in the simplest and
most convenient manner on the youth and the whole body of the
faithful. The Jesuits have found the experiment very successful in
Germany with their own Catechism, and have thereby naturalized
the doctrine of Infallibility gradually, with a precision rendered
more explicit in each successive edition in the boys' and girls'
schools, especially those conducted by nuns. The Catechism has
also proved a great financial success, and thus whole countries
have become tributary to the Order. In the same way the new
Catechism of the Council will be a source of manifold profit to
both the Curia and the Jesuits. The Curia treats the Council with



Twenty-Second Letter. 173

scientific skill, like a patient who has first to be gently physicked,
and then has stronger doses given him by degrees. First came
the Schema of philosophical and theological doctrine, then of
discipline, and now the question of acommon Catechism. Behind
this looms the deeply-cutting Schema on the Church; and when
that is triumphantly passed, the Schema on the Pope appears as
the crown of the grand legislative work. While the former tractate
propounds the supremum magisterium of the Church, as holding
sovereign power over lands and seas, souls and bodies, in the last
Schema this supreme magisterium crops out in the person of Pius
IX., who now enters into the possession of the supreme dominion
and powers marked out for him in the dogmatic chart, if we can
speak of any marking out when, in principle, everything is laid
claim to, and the master himself alone and conclusively draws the
line of demarcation where he chooses. He presents himself to the
world as infallible teacher and legislator in the realm of science,
as supreme judge of the literature of the world, as supreme lord
and master in all that pertains to religion, or is related to it, and
as infallible judge of right and wrong in all points. Many will say
with Polonius, “Though this is madness there is method in it.”
Let us examine these principles more closely.

First, The Pope possesses the supreme and immediate
dominion and jurisdiction, not merely over the Church in general,
but over every individual Christian. Every baptized person is
directly and immediately subject to the Pope, his ordinances,
special commands and penalties. His power is “suprema tum in
Ecclesiam universalem, tum in omnes et singulos Ecclesiarum
pastores et fideles jurisdictio;” or, as the twenty-one Canons
say, “ordinaria et immediata potestas.” Whoever disbelieves this
incurs anathema.>3

Secondly, The Church stands as high above the State as
heavenly beatitude above the profits and goods of this earthly

%8 The idea is thrice repeated; “fideles tam seorsim singuli quam simul omnes
officio ... vera obedientiz obstringuntur,” is said once again in the Schema.
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life—(Can. 13.)

Thirdly, Every one must therefore prefer the advantage of
the Church to the welfare of the State, “Si quando videantur
utilia regno temporali, quee bonis sublimioribus Ecclesie et
&terna salutis repugnent, ea nunquam habebunt pro veris bonis,
etc.”—(Can. 13 ad fin.)

Fourthly, The supreme magisterium of the Church, i.e. the
Pope, whether alone or in union with a Council, has to decide
what Princes and Governments should do or leave undone in
questions of civil society and public affairs. “De ipsa agendi
norma judicium, quatenus de morum honestate, de licito vel
illicito statuendum est pro civili societate publicisque negotiis,
ad supremum Ecclesiee magisterium pertinet.”

Fifthly, As the Pope possesses not only the supreme office of
teacher, but also the supreme right of coercion and punishment,
he not only distinguishes as teacher what is and what is not
permissible for States and nations, but he can enforce his
decision on political matters by penalties upon every one—be he
monarch or minister or private citizen. He has the right “devios
contumacesque exteriori judicio et salubribus pcenis coércendi
atque cogendi.”—(Can. 12.)

Sixthly, Whenever a law of the Church conflicts with a law of
the State, the latter must give way; and whoever maintains that
anything forbidden by the law of the Church is allowed by the
law of the State incurs anathema.—(Can. 20.)

These ecclesiastical maxims, which deprive the laws of the
land of all force and of all obligation for the conscience, are
partly those already in existence, partly those any Pope may
issue hereafter whenever it pleases him.

Thus marriage, primary instruction and education, the
toleration or suppression of dissenting communions, the
jurisdiction and privileges of the clergy, the acquisition and
control of ecclesiastical property, oaths, wills, and the whole of
the unlimited domain taken into her hands and legislated for
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by the medisgval Church, and in short whatever comes under
the head of permissible or forbidden—this, en masse, forms the
sphere of the Pope's jurisdiction, wherein he rules with absolute
and sovereign power, and puts down all opposition by coercion
and punishments. Truly this reminds one of the Prophet's words,
“The bricks are fallen down, but we will build with hewn stones;
the sycamores are fallen, and we will plant cedars in their place.”
Since Paul iv.'s time, 260 years ago, no Pope has so openly and
undisguisedly spoken out the thoughts and wishes of his heart.
The kernel of the doctrine, then, is this: there is on earth one sole
lord and master over kings and subjects alike, over nations as
over families and individuals, against whom no right or privilege
avails, and whose slaves all are. The only difference is that
some, viz., the Bishops, can on their side rule and lord it in
their dioceses as upper servants in the name of the Church or the
Pope, so far as their master does not interfere to stop them, while
all others are mere slaves and nothing more. This obviously
goes far beyond the Syllabus. This is the Bull Unam Sanctam
modernized and, so to speak, translated out of military language
(about the two swords) into political and juristic terms. Innocent
ni., Innocent 1v., and Boniface vi., said that, “ratione peccati,”
they could interfere anywhere, and bring any affair or process
before their Court, for it belongs to the Pope to decide what is
sin and to punish it. What is said here comes to the same thing,
that the Pope determines what is or is not allowable, and acts
accordingly.

It is a stately edifice of universal Papal dominion whereon the
keystone of Infallibility, which bears and upholds the whole, is
to be placed, so that every command and ordinance of the Pope,
even in political matters, is infallible, as the Jesuit Schrader
has so clearly and forcibly pointed out. And to this must be
added further (according to Canon 9) a vast and infinite domain
for infallible decisions, viz., “all that is requisite for preserving
the revealed deposit in its integrity.” Who can specify what is
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included here, or fix any limits to it?

Two other links in this world-embracing chain are not visible,
which are yet necessary for its coherence. The Interdict, which
robbed whole populations of divine service and sacraments,
must be restored in its ancient splendour, and the Pope's right to
dispense from oaths must be distinctly asserted.

The Fathers of the Council have daily opportunities of feeling
how useful the temporal power is for the plenary jurisdiction of
the Papacy. Were they assembled anywhere else than in Rome,
there would be the possibility of holding a real Synod in the sense
and manner of the Ancient Church, while the so-called Synod in
Rome is in fact the mere painted corpse of a Council laid out on
a bed of state.

Soul and freedom are wanting. On any other soil than that
of the States of the Church, the Bishops could assemble in
a room where they could debate and understand one another,
while they are now forcibly detained in the Council Hall. They
could come to a mutual understanding by means of the press,
by printed proposals or statements of opinion, weekly reports
and the like. Anywhere else such treatment as the Patriarch
of Babylon experienced would have been impossible; he has
now taken refuge under the protection of the French Embassy.
But here the King of Rome lends to the Pontiff the means of
enforcing unreserved submission, and it is like the lion's den,
“vestigia nulla retrorsum.”

Many a French Bishop has shared the experiences of the
famous Lamennais thirty-eight years ago, who came to the
Eternal City full of ardent devotion to the Chair of Peter and firm
faith in its infallibility, and on his departure, after a long stay
there, wrote to a friend, “Restait Rome; j'y suis allé et j'ai vu la la
plus infame cloaque qui ait jamais souillé les regards humains.”
I will not transcribe what follows, though it was lately read to
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me by a Bishop. It may be seen in his Letters.>* But this | can
testify: there are men in the French Episcopate who used to be
zealous champions of the temporal power, but who would now
bear its loss with great equanimity, if only the calamity of the
decrees chartered for the Council could be thereby warded off.

Yesterday, February 14, the ice was broken at last. The Bishop
of Belley for the first time mentioned the Infallibility doctrine in
the General Congregation, observing that the Council should at
once proclaim it and go home, as that was the only object they
had been summoned to Rome for.

Meanwhile an instructive calculation has been made of the
proportion in which the different nations and Catholic populations
are represented in the Council. It appears from them that the
Catholics of North Germany have one vote in Council for
every 810,000 souls, and those of the States of the Church
for every 1200, so that one Roman outweighs 60 Germans. It
has been further ascertained that the 512 Infallibilists in the
Council represent a population of 73,011,000 souls, while only
94 opponents of the dogma represent 46,278,000. With the
Infallibilists one vote represents 142,570, with the Opposition,
492,320 souls.

Austria has now announced by her ambassador, Count
Trautmansdorff, that the Government will not allow decrees
in contradiction with the Constitution to be promulgated in
the country. This threat will produce little effect, for all the
doctrinal decrees have full force throughout the whole Church
from the mere fact of being promulgated at the Council; only the
disciplinary regulations require to be promulgated in the various
countries and dioceses. Thus the Council of Trent has never been
promulgated in France, notwithstanding all the endeavours of the
Curia, but the dogmatic decrees have always been in full force
there as elsewhere.

% Correspondance, Paris, i. 247.
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Rome, Feb. 16, 1870.—The order of business is now to be
altered, which means that an end is to be put to the speeches.
The Bishops are to hand in their views, scruples and suggestions
in writing to the Commission for revising motions, which will
use its own discretion as to noticing or leaving unnoticed the
proposals made with a view to their being submitted to the
Council. There will then, in place of a discussion, be a mere
voting, which individuals may give their reasons for, if they have
previously stated the particular point they wish to speak on and
obtained leave for it. And in the new order of business, the
Pope's right to make and promulgate decrees on faith with a mere
majority is said to be emphatically laid down. When this and the
anticipated and dreaded Schema “On the Pope” are promulgated,
we shall see what attitude the Bishops will assume towards them.
Both are now suspended like two swords over the heads of the
Fathers. All at last depends on whether the Opposition remains
compact, or crumbles to pieces under the efforts of the curialists.

If the general war required by the principles of the new Schema
against modern systems and governments, which conflict in
numberless cases with the laws of the Church, is to be undertaken,
the question arises, Where is the army to carry it on, and what
weapons are to be employed? No doubt the trumpeters of the army
are ready at hand, viz., the Jesuits of the Civilta and the monastery
of Laach, but it seems a doubtful look-out about soldiers. The
Jesuits, indeed, command at present a considerable number of
distinguished and wealthy females, but that will not go far in the
great contest against laws, parliaments and governments. The
Pope himself must principally supply the arms, which can only
be the old ones of excommunication, interdict and processes of
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the Inquisition. Excommunication was formerly very effective,
when the excommunicated could be proceeded against as heretics
after a twelve-month, but that is no longer feasible. Interdict, too,
is become a blunted instrument, which no Pope has ventured to
make use of since Paul v. succumbed in his battle with Venice.
The Inquisition only survives now for the 700,000 souls of
the present States of the Church. That drastic means of giving
up refractory populations en masse to slavery and spoliation,
as applied by Clement v., Nicolas v., Julius n., and Paul ni.,
cannot easily be adopted now. So they will be content for
the time with establishing the principle, and must await more
favourable circumstances for realizing it. But the Bishops are
between two fires: they are discredited with Rome, because they
must continue to acknowledge the civil laws, which are in fact
condemned; they are exposed with their Governments and people
to the constant suspicion of being on the watch for some political
complication to secure the triumph, at least in particular cases,
of the ecclesiastical principles recognised as valid at Rome—in
other words, the Decretals—over the laws of the State.

It seemed to me important to ascertain more precisely the at-
titude of the Dominicans—who are still a powerful corporation,
through their possessing such influential offices as the Inqui-
sition, Index, Mastership of the Sacred Palace, etc.—towards
Infallibilism. They have always been the standing rivals and
opponents of the Jesuits, and before 1773 were often able to
resist them successfully. Now, of course, everywhere out of
Rome, they are out-flanked and repressed by the Jesuits, while in
Rome they have no influence with the Pope. Yet they too are all
decided Infallibilists, and that because of their great theologian,
Thomas Aquinas. That he himself became implicated in this
notion only through means of the forgeries in Gratian, and of
another great fabrication, with spurious passages of the Fathers,
specially devised for his own benefit, they neither know, nor are
willing to believe when told of it. They say they have once sworn
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to the doctrine of St. Thomas, and must therefore adhere to the
Infallibilist doctrine introduced by him into the schools, to avoid
perjury.>®

A certain feeling of discouragement betrays itself among
many Infallibilists, and there is much in the occurrences of the
last few weeks to account for it. Thus the Archbishop of Milan,
whose diocese nearly equals in extent the whole States of the
Church, has received an address from his clergy and people
expressing agreement with his work against the dogma, which
has greatly rejoiced him. And the news of the state of feeling
in Germany is disheartening. Golden results had been reckoned
on from the efforts of the Jesuits and their pupils there for the
last twenty years. It was supposed here that a very considerable
number of people beyond the Alps must be inspired with zeal
for Papal Infallibility. When the impulse given by Déllinger
evoked so many and such weighty expressions of opinion on the
other side, it was confidently expected in Rome that a strong
popular demonstration in favour of the dogma would burst out,
like a mighty hurricane, from every district in Germany, as the
800 Jesuits at work there would easily be able to bring that to
pass. But now it is evident that no single man of influence
in the whole country will make himself responsible by name
for this opinion, and that all who are eminent for authority
and knowledge—especially historians and theologians—protest
against the proposed new dogma. Even the Jesuit Catechism has
not been able to effect everything in this respect. Can a new
dogma be fabricated for Spaniards, Italians and South Americans
exclusively? And even in North Italy an opposition is being
manifested. It is a questionable policy to show to the German

% [A writer in the Cologne Rheinischer Merkur of May 14, a newly started
organ of Liberal Catholic principles, conducted entirely by priests, learnedly
discusses the question “whether St. Thomas Aquinas taught Papal Infallibility,”
and comes to the conclusion that, in spite of the influence of these forged
authorities on his mind, he did not.—TR.{FNS]
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people so openly the gulf between their religious thoughts and
desires and those of the Latin nations, and even to widen that
gulf. And in what position would the episcopal signataries of
the Fulda Pastoral find themselves, after giving such an explicit
assurance to Catholic Germany, “that the Council would establish
no new or different dogmas from those already written by faith on
the hearts and consciences of all German Catholics”? The faith
and conscience of the German Catholics, both theologians and
laity, have now spoken loudly and unequivocally enough. And it
is utterly impossible for a German Bishop to return home from
the Council with the new dogma ready-made in his hand, and
say to his flock, like St. Paul, “Ye foolish Germans, who hath
bewitched you?” “You don't know yourselves what you have
hitherto held in your faith and conscience. See, here is the true
bread for your souls, just brought fresh from the bake-house of
the Council. This is what you ought long ago to have believed; be
converted, and confess that to be white which you have thought
was black, and that to be a divine truth which you have taken
for an invention of man.” It cannot be presumed that a Bishop
would willingly contemplate exposing himself to the ridicule of
all Germany.

The rumour of a speedy prorogation of the Council is
constantly growing more definite. As this depends on one
capricious will, it is quite possible in itself. But some striking
result would have first to be attained, some conspicuous act
accomplished by the Council; or else the fraud would be too
glaring, the nakedness of the land too strikingly exhibited to the
whole world. To the question, why ten precious weeks had been
idly wasted without a single decree being achieved, the only
answer would be, that the desire to deprive the Council of all
independent action had led to the machine being cramped and
fettered till it was brought to a standstill altogether. In accordance
with the advice of the Jesuits the whole Council had in fact been
pre-arranged, and nothing was to be left to the Fathers on their
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arrival at Rome but to affirm the thoughts and formulate the
decrees suggested by others. The Schemata prepared shall be
read one after the other, and the Fathers shall say Placet, and to
prevent their having any temptation to criticise and mangle and
curiously dissect and combat the motions laid before them, the
Sessions shall be held in a Hall where the speeches cannot be
heard, and all discussion is impossible. That was the programme;
the result has proved that the Court had judged rightly of about
500 out of the 700 members, but had deceived itself as to the
remaining 200. Veuillot, who communicates the correct views
about the Council daily to the French, has declared that it was
right to deprive the Bishops of the freedom of evil (qu'il ne fallait
pas laisser aux Evéques la liberté du mal). This beneficent care
for the health of the Bishops' souls has however been extended
a little too far. Many of them are so ungrateful as to think they
are treated too much like automatons, and that with the “liberté
du mal” they have also been deprived of the “liberté du bien.”
The Roman lists of hames from which the Commissions had to
be chosen are not forgotten. The right of proposing motions
has been made illusory by the composition of the Commission
appointed for examining them, and the arrangement for making
the permission to bring them forward dependent on the pleasure
of the Pope. And thus great uneasiness, not to say exasperation,
prevails among the 200 Bishops. And on the other hand, the Pope
has been for several weeks past in a chronic state of mingled
indignation and astonishment at finding so many Bishops—even
at Rome, in his own immediate neighbourhood—daring to think
and say the contrary to what he, Pius ix., thinks and says.

This rebellion of thought has not indeed yet been directly and
openly manifested in the Council Hall. But when the Schema de
Ecclesid, and with it Infallibility, really come to be discussed,
then even within the sacred precincts of St. Peter's, and close
to the Tomb of the Apostles—which the Pope had assured
himself would inspire very different thoughts into the Bishops'
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heads—bold utterances of contradiction will be heard, and will
resound throughout Europe, for “publicity discloses the Acheron
of the Council.” The expected and decisive sealing up of 3000
mouths is at an end once for all, and even that most correct and
devoted of Romanists, Veuillot, has declared in his Univers that
such asilence of the grave is impossible, especially for the French,
and has accordingly blurted out such of the secrets of the Hall as
seemed to him desirable without scruple. Nor have the authorities
taken it at all ill of him. But to hear Bishops publicly in Council,
and in the hearing of the Papal Legates, proclaiming views
diametrically opposed to those of the Pope—and that, too, in a
question so fundamental and so completely dominating the whole
future life of the Church—would be a scandal which must be
averted even at the heaviest cost. Some time before the Indiction
of the Council, in 1866, Pius himself formally asserted, in the
most significant terms, and in presence of a numerous assemblage
of foreigners who had come to offer him their homage, his true
attitude towards the world and the Bishops, whether assembled or
dispersed. He spoke in French, and in words carefully prepared
beforehand, and | give the speech precisely as it was reported,
with the reporters' names subscribed, in the Monde, the Union,
and the Observateur Catholique of April 1, 1866, p. 357:—"“Seul,
malgré mon indignité, je suis le successeur des apotres, le vicaire
de Jésus Christ; seul, j'ai la mission de conduire et de diriger la
barque de Pierre, je suis la voie, la vérité, et la vie. Il faut bien
qu'on le sache, afin de ne pas se laisser tromper et aventurer par
la parole de gens qui se disent Catholiques, mais qui veulent et
enseignent tout autre chose que ce que veut et enseigne I'Eglise.”

Whether he really intended thereby to deny the office of the
Bishops as successors of the Apostles, which has always hitherto
been recognised in theology, | cannot say. But this much is
clear, that every Bishop who in any important question of faith
differs from the views of Pius, departs from “the way,” swerves
from “the truth,” excludes himself from “the life.” Nothing of
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the sort has ever been suffered at Rome; no dissent has ventured
into the light of day. The censorship and the Inguisition have
taken care of that. It would be a supremely dangerous precedent
if that were now to happen for the first time, and with many
Bishops of different nations for the dissidents. The contradiction
between the Liberal Bishops and the Pope would be the more
glaring, as Pius has only in the last few days addressed a very
categorical letter to the Liguorian Jules Jacques on his own
infallibility. He praises this man for having collected from the
writings of Liguori his statements about Papal Infallibility, and
thus exhibited the “sound doctrine.” The “unsound” doctrine
cannot be freely proclaimed in St. Peter's, and besides it has
such a peculiar power of infection, that for centuries Rome
has surrounded herself with a threefold cordon and all sorts of
disinfecting remedies against this epidemic. And accordingly,
from the Roman standpoint, the adjournment of the Council must
obviously appear to be in any case the lesser evil in comparison
with so unheard-of a scandal. Just think of a philippic in the
Council Hall against the infallibility of the Pope, an exposure of
the errors of Popes—there in St. Peter's, close to the Vatican,
and before 700 Prelates! That would indeed be, in the words of
Daniel, the abomination of desolation in the holy place.

Moreover, an adjournment and subsequent reassembling
would have this advantage, that the order of business and the
locality could be changed. So long as these remain unchanged, it
is impossible to speak seriously of a Council, and if the Roman
censorship prevents any complaints on the subject being heard,
the Curia cannot conceal from itself that after the close of the
Council the real state of the case will be universally recognised as
a notorious fact, and the entire want of freedom or examination
or discussion be insisted upon as a ground and justification
for rejecting the decrees. But a Council universally questioned
or rejected would be an endless source of embarrassment and
distress for the Curia themselves. They would have at last to
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exclaim, “All I have gained is a loss.”

These and the like thoughts are now occurring to many.
The advice of the French Government, which would on all
accounts gladly welcome an adjournment, the admonitions of
Austria, which has at last, at the twelfth hour, receded from its
attitude of coldness and indifference, and the knowledge that
the two Protestant powers, Prussia and England, maintain the
same views on the threatened decrees and intended ecclesiastical
conquests, though without making any direct representations on
the subject—all this more or less contributes to the gravity of
the crisis. There are some drops of wormwood mingled with the
joyous goblets quaffed daily to the Pope by the majority of 500
obsequious and courtly Latins. As the obedience of these Bishops
and the Vicars-Apostolic, who can at any moment be deposed by
Propaganda, is unlimited, they will vote the Schemata exactly as
the Pope desires; but most of them do it at least with an inward
repugnance, and say, like the Aragonese Cortes of old, “We
obey, but we don't execute.”
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Rome, Feb. 20, 1870.—The following classification of the French
Bishops here according to their parties may be interesting.

The French themselves distinguish three factions, Liberal,
Ultramontane, and the Third Party—i.e., those who have signed
no address, and have openly refused to do so. To the Liberal
section belong Alby, Gaz, Marseilles, Nizza, Cahors, Mende,
Perpignan, Bayonne, Montpellier, Valence, Viviers, La Rochelle,
Lucon, Besangon, Metz, Nancy, Verdun, Annecy, Autun, Dijon,
Grenoble, Paris, Orleans, Rheims, Chalons, S. Brieux, Vannes,
Bayeux, Coutances, Evreux—thirty votes altogether.

The Ultramontanes are—Rodez, Aire, Nimes, Angouléme,
Poictiers (in the superlative), Belley, St. Diez, Strasburg, Le
Puy, Tulle, St. Jean de Maurienne, Langres, St. Claude,
Blois, Chartres, Meaux, Versailles,  Amiens, Beauvais,
Rennes (a malcontent Ultramontane), Seez, Moulins, Toulouse,
Carcassonne, Montauban, Laval and Le Mans—twenty-seven
votes.

In the Third Party, headed by the Cardinal-Archbishop of
Rouen, are included Périgueus, Bourges, Tarantaise, Cambray,
Arras, Nevers, Troyes, Pamiers, Tours—ten votes.

The Bishops of Digne, Fréjus, Toulon and Soissons are
described as doubtful.

The English Bishops are similarly divided. Manning has only
been able to get one single Bishop over to his side. Two, Errington
and Clifford, have signed the Address against Infallibility. Six,
including Bishop Ullathorne of Birmingham, form a third party,
who decline to sign anything on either side. It is the same with the
Irish Bishops. The Romanized Cullen, whom the Pope forced as
Primate on the Irish Bishops, with the same view as he imposed
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Manning on the English Bishops, against their will, is of course
an Infallibilist, and would rejoice to enforce this dogma, which
they detest, on the educated classes of Ireland by the help of the
lower orders. Bishops Moriarty and Leahy (of Dromore) have
signed the Petition against Infallibility. Archbishop MacHale of
Tuam, and some others with him, belong to the third party,
while the majority of the Irish Bishops see in Papal Infallibility
a means for increasing their influence over the people. What
view the South Italian Bishops take is illustrated by the following
anecdote. An ltalian statesman spoke to two of them about the
immoderate claims contained in the Schema de Ecclesia, and
asked them whether they really meant to assent to such decrees?
“We cannot go against the Holy Father,” was their reply. When
he reminded them of the independent attitude of the German
Bishops, they replied, “They can take that line, for they are rich.”
Another of the South Italians amused the Council by urging that
the constant wearing of the long cassock should be enforced,
because Christ rose and ascended into heaven in that dress.

Since the Schema de Ecclesia has been in the hands of the
Bishops, it is clear to all that the Council has been convoked
simply for the purpose of extending the power of the Pope and
strengthening the influence of the Jesuits, and that everything
is designed to subserve this one end. The Bishops are to forge
chains for binding, first the secular powers, and then themselves
and the whole clergy with them. The feeling they are possessed
with is a bitter and painful one. They feel outwitted and caught in
atrap. They were summoned to Rome, without being told a word
of the objects aimed at or the matters to be dealt with; on their
arrival they were strung and fixed, like the keys of a harpsichord,
into the great conciliar instrument, and they find that they are
to be used by the hand of the mighty musician to produce tones
which sound to themselves most utterly nauseous. They know
well enough that the most eloguent speeches and most forcible
arguments don't change a single vote of the majority, who would
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remain firm and unmoved as the rock of Peter if a Chrysostom
or Augustine was among them. In an outburst of disgust at the
Schema de Ecclesid, a German Prelate, formerly Roman in his
sympathies, exclaimed, “This Schema deserves to be thrust down
into hell.” One hears these men congratulating their colleagues
who stayed at home under a presentiment of what was coming.
The news of the adjournment of the Council, begun under such
evil auspices, would be welcomed by them with delight.

But these reports of an adjournment are rather wishes than
hopes. The prorogation would imply an admission that the
Council had been a failure through the fault of the Curia, in
the perversity of the regulations it imposed on the Bishops, and
the extravagance of the measures it brought forward. “Perissent
les colonies plutdt qu'un principe”—this saying, uttered in the
Paris Convention of 1793, may often be heard here in various
applications. The world will be enlightened in a few days by
the publication of the new or altered order of business. It is not
prorogation that is the immediate business, but the subjection
of the minority more than ever to the rule of the majority and
its wire-pullers who stand behind it, the outvoting them by
majorities.

In French circles a paper called the Moniteur Universel is
making no small sensation. It contains a detailed account of the
proceedings of the Council, drawn up by a learned Frenchman
residing here and under the inspiration of French Bishops. It
is thoroughly authentic and carefully weighed—far the best and
most accurate account of the Council in that language. You may
perhaps find room for the following, which substantially confirms
and partly supplements and rectifies my own statements:—

“The Council of Trent arranged the order of business for itself.
In this case just the contrary has been done: everything was pre-
arranged and imposed on the Council by the Pope, and even the
secretaries and scrutators were named beforehand. No initiative is
allowed to the Bishops; the Commission for examining motions
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is formed of the hottest Infallibilists and members of the Curia,
but the final decision is reserved to the Pope. The proposers of
a motion are not even allowed to explain and defend it, so that
the freedom nominally conceded to the Bishops of proposing
measures is rendered purely illusory. By the composition of the
four Commissions, elected from Roman lists of names, all work
of critical importance is kept in the hands of the few Infallibilists
chosen for the purpose by the Curia, to the exclusion of 700
Bishops, among whom are all the German Bishops who signed the
Fulda Letter to the Pope, and the most influential French Prelates.
In short, all Bishops not known to be thorough-going Infallibilists
have been systematically excluded from the Commissions. Very
different was it at Trent, where all the Fathers, divided into
four Congregations, took a real part in the work. We must
add the monstrous disproportion of national representation—the
enormous and overwhelming preponderance of the Italians, still
further strengthened by the host of Vicars-Apostolic, who can
at any moment be deposed by the Propaganda without any
legal formality. Thus the Italian Bishops alone outnumber all
the French, German, Hungarian and North American together,
though these last represent a population nearly three times as
large. The weakness of the two French Cardinals, Bonnechose
and Mathieu, who ought to have taken the lead, has frustrated
the attempt to unite the French Bishops in a national group.
Bonnechose consulted Antonelli, who said the French must not
assemble in larger bodies than fifteen or at most twenty together.
The evil consequences were at once shown in the elections.

“The Bishops are compelled by the Pope to hold their sittings
in a place where at least a third cannot understand a word that
is said, so that, e.g., Cardinal di Pietro long since declared he
had not really understood a single speech, and another Cardinal
said that not twenty words of all the speeches had reached his
ear. A really searching discussion and living interchange of
observations and replies is out of the question. No speaker can
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hope to produce any impression on this audience. And thus
the first Schema, which consists of 140 pages, was the subject
of general discussion for weeks without any detailed discussion
of the separate articles being arrived at, or any point certainly
ascertained, notwithstanding the number of speakers. The only
result was a great waste of time, bodily fatigue and a deep
discouragement. Had the object been to satiate the assembly
with speeches usque ad nauseam it could not have been better
managed. It would be something if the Fathers could read the
speeches they can't hear, but neither are they allowed to be read:;
the Bishops may not even print their addresses at their own cost.
Thus many of them are wholly deprived of the opportunity of
expressing their views, knowing that they will not be heard.

“Vigorous preparations were made for two years before the
opening of the Council. There is matter enough for ten Councils,
but it is only communicated to the Bishops piecemeal, so that they
can get no insight into the connection and plan of the separate
propositions. Thus a ready-made Council has been put before
700 Bishops, which they are obliged again to unstitch like a web.
As the Bishops had no means of gaining previous information,
the Council is mostly deaf and dumb, and has at last got driven
into a narrow pass from which there is no exit without a thorough
alteration of the order of business. No one can say how it will
be with the examination of the separate articles of the Schemata,
and yet the Council ought to have most carefully weighed every
word of decrees which are to be imposed on the world under
anathema.”
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Rome, Feb. 24, 1870.—Since my last letter, the Council, whose
movements for a long time were like those of a tortoise, has made
gigantic strides. The Goddess of Insolence (UBptg) rules here
just as the Greek tragedians—especially Sophocles—describe
her. All rumours of an adjournment of the Council were partly
well-meant wishes of several Bishops, partly produced by the
fact of the Governments—the French in particular—earnestly
desiring it. Here in Rome no one of the Vatican party has
thought of it for a moment. All who know the real state of
things and persons here must be convinced that the Council will
certainly be gone through with to the end, either completely—in
full accordance with the well-calculated plan sketched out during
the last two years for partly Jesuitizing and partly Romanizing
everything in the Church, in theology and in the religious life,
and carrying out centralization to the utmost extent—or that, at
least, there will be no adjournment till the most precious jewel
hitherto wanting to the Papal tiara, dogmatic Infallibility, has
been inserted there. Then, and not till then, will the Curia have
obtained the irresistible talisman which opens every gate, fulfils
every desire and brings every treasure. That dogma is Aladdin's
magic lamp for Rome.

There are three powers who wish to gain by the Council,
and who decide on its proceedings and destiny—the Pope, the
Jesuits, and the Curia. Among the members of the Curia there are
indeed very few who have not long since made their calculations,
with that appreciation of the realities of life which is peculiar to
the Italian nation, and who do not know as well what a dogma
is worth for Rome as people know what a man is “worth” in
England. Every assailant of the dogma is their personal enemy;
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he is simply emptying their gold-mine. Nor is the doctrine less
valuable and indispensable to the Jesuits, at this day more than
before, since they no longer have to fear the rivalry of any other
Order in making capital out of the prerogative of Infallibility.

As regards the Pope, he has constantly changed in his official
life and vacillated from one side to the other, and those about
him say that in many, nay in most, things he follows capricious
and momentary impulses. But Pius is inflexible and immutable
where he fancies he is a divine instrument and has received a
divine mission, and that is the case here. He is persuaded that he
is ordained by the special favour of God to be the most glorious
of all Popes. Among his predecessors there are three to whom
he seems to me to have a great likeness. | should say that he
had chosen them as models, if 1 could assume that he knew
their history. But Pius has never occupied himself with the past;
he is purely the child of his age, and lives only in the present.
The three are Innocent x., Clement xi., and above all Paul 1v.
He has in common with the first his strong experimental belief
in his own personal inspiration without any theological culture.
He resembles the second in giving himself up to the theological
guidance of the Jesuits, and in his highhanded treatment of such
Bishops as dare to have an opinion of their own. And just as
Paul 1v. used to boast that hereafter men would be obliged to tell
of the lofty plans conceived by an aged Italian who, as being
near his death, might have rested and bewailed his sins,% so
does Pius too desire in his old age to make great though peaceful
conquests, and to establish the Papal sovereignty as a “rocher
du bronze,” to borrow the phrase of another autocrat. With the
help of the Council he hopes to render the universal dominion
of the Papacy an impregnable fortress, by means of new walls,
bastions and batteries, and to hand it down to his successors
as an omnipresent and omnipotent power. He believes that the

56 Navagero, Relazione, p. 389 in the Venetian Collection, ed. Alberi, i. 7.
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thoughts and desires of his soul are in reality the counsels of God
made known to him by inspiration, and that if by following these
counsels he accomplishes the deliverance of the Church and of
mankind, it is the Hand of God which uses him as an instrument.
And why should not Pius see a sign of his election to high and
extraordinary destinies in the circumstance of his having already
sat longer than any of his 256 predecessors, even Pius vi., on the
apostolic throne? A history of his Pontificate has already been
written in this sense by one of the Jesuits of the Civilta, and Pius
has the chapters read to him one after the other. | am told that
a chapter on the Council is already written. The French Court
historiographer, Vertot, who had to describe a Belgian campaign
including the siege of a fortress, wrote the history of the siege
before it was finished, and said quietly, “Mon siége est fait.”
And thus the Jesuit historian of the Pope can already say, “Mon
Concile est fait.” And in one sense the Council is indeed finished
since the 23d inst.—finished by the new order of business.

If the merit of this clever invention is primarily due to the
Cardinals on the Commission for revising motions, and the
Jesuits who were probably taken into partnership with them, its
introduction must be counted among the most eventful acts of
Pius, past or future. If it is carried out and adhered to without
opposition, it is unquestionably the most conspicuous of all the
victories of the Pope. Margotti, the editor of the Unita Cattolica,
will hardly be able to find words to do justice to the great day,
February 23, 1870, with its boundless wealth of happy results, in
the next edition of his work, Le Vittorie della Santa Chiesa sotto
Pio IX. A Te Deum will have to be sung in every Jesuit College
of the old and new world.

Great anxiety was felt beforehand about the new order of
business. It was said that the Sessions were to be something
more than mere votings, that there would still be speeches made,
that the written memorials would not be so directly thrown
into the waste-paper basket, but would be considered and—if
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they approved of them—made use of by the Commission. But
everything will be settled by the Commission and by a simple
majority of votes; the minority may talk, but only so long as
the Commission and the majority choose to listen to them. Ve
victis! The Council belongs to the Italians and the Spaniards,
who are in close alliance with them: from henceforth to wish to
reject any Schema or decree brought before it, is like wanting
to stop water from flowing downwards. All the proposals of the
minority for a change in the order of business have been left
unnoticed. It had already been resolved that a debate could only
be cut short by the votes of a majority of two-thirds, but this
has been reversed. What will the French and Germans do now?
This is naturally the question which trembles on every lip and
is written on every countenance. Will they simply acquiesce in
the fait accompli with a good grace, and obediently assume the
role of the Greek Chorus in the drama of the Council—simply to
reflect and moralize, but take no active part in the proceedings?
The next few days will show. So much every one perceives;
the order of business is the noose which, once fixed on the
minority, cannot be got out of, and will only be drawn tighter
and tighter till it strangles them at last. It is clear that the majority
has the hide of a rhinoceros, from which every arrow shot by
the Opposition, however skilfully aimed, glances off harmless.
Where are now the wise and foolish virgins? “Give us of your
oil, for our lamps are gone out,” must the Germans, French, and
Spanish say henceforth to the Italians, and the answer will be
more friendly than in the Gospel: “You need not buy any more
oil; come over to our side and be content to use our store.”

Itis hardly necessary to observe to your readers that everything
which takes place here turns on the question of Infallibility. The
new order of business is merely the outer covering for this kernel.
“With Infallibility we have all we desire or need,” say the Italians,
if that is gained we may “let the nigger go,” and can dispense
with his services for the future. But for German theologians,
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whose hair stands on end at the new order of business and all
it involves, | can find no other consolation than what they may
derive from the following Persian tale. An English ambassador
sent to Persia—I think it was Morier—paid the usual visits at
Teheran, and was introduced to the younger son of the Shah. He
found him groping about blindfold in the room, and feeling for
the furniture in it. The Prince explained this strange business by
telling him that it was the rule for the younger sons to be blinded
at the death of the Shah, in order to make them incapable of
succeeding, and that he wished to prepare and practise himself
beforehand for the fate impending over him. “Go ye, and do
likewise.”

If the German theologians should still have courage to present
an address to their Bishops, the subscription might be, “Morituri
vos salutant.” Why have these theologians come to such utter
discomfiture?

Here one already hears shouts of triumph; the day of retribution
will soon come for those proud Transalpines, when they must
bend their necks under the Caudine yoke of the new dogma, or
await suspension, degradation, etc.

If German theology had long been decried and hated by
the Curia and the Italian Jesuits, and if the Civilta gladly
took occasion to pour out its wrath on the scholars of “foggy”
Germany, you may conceive the extent this fury has reached in
Italian clerical papers and curialist circles, since it has become
known that the most influential theologians have pronounced
against Infallibility, and that not one—with the exception of a
couple of pupils of the Jesuits—has said a word to defend it.
It is well that one of the most distinguished Italians, a man
whose devotion to the Church is unimpeached even in Rome,
and whom the Pope has commissioned to write a history of
the Council—I mean Canti—has some years ago confessed and
censured this characteristic of his countrymen. “To call laziness
superiority, and evade the trouble of examining questions by
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depreciating them, this is only too much the habit of Italians,
and then they mock at the ponderous, long-winded, hair-splitting
Germans. But we must endure the reproach of negligence and
thoughtlessness from the Germans, while we blindly accept
falsified documents.”®’

Cantu has hit on the sore place there; for it is precisely their
having pointed out the long line of numerous and systematic
forgeries, on which the Roman claims of Infallibility are based,
and which are used to further other aims of the Italians, that is the
main ground of the hatred of the Germans. And now Frenchmen
too, like Gratry, come forward and publish these facts over land
and sea in their cosmopolitan tongue and clear incisive style.

To return to what preceded the publication of the new order of
business; in the last sittings of the Council coming events threw
their shadows before. The Bishops of Carcassonne and Belley
declared roundly that Infallibility must be proclaimed, and in
order, said the latter, to restore the menaced or broken unity of
the Church. The impatience and vexation of the authorities are
constantly on the increase. Manning said there was only one
way of stopping the definition, and that was to cut the throats
of half the 500 Bishops of the majority. Of course the Prelates
who heard him cried out, like the Emperor Charles V. at the Diet
of Augsburg, when Count George of Brandenburg wanted to cut
off heads for another doctrine, “No heads off! no heads off!” At
the last sitting on the Schema de Catechismo, on the 22d, a scene
occurred which presages what is to become the regular practice.
The Bishop of Namur had said, in reference to some previous
attacks on the Breviary, that no one who spoke against it could

S “Ammantar la pigrizia di superiorita, sottrarsi alla noja d'esaminar le
quistioni col disprezarle, sono vezzi troppo communi in Italia, e il beffarsi di
questi pesanti Tedeschi, che vanno a cercare la fin dei fini. Ma in tal caso
rassegniamoci a vederci trattati, da questi di negligenza e di spensierataggine
quando accettiamo a occhi bendati carte, falsificate da tristi speculatori o da
shadati raccoglitori,” etc.—Archivo Storico Italiano, 1860, xii. 19.
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be a good Christian. For the information of your readers | must
premise a few words here. The Breviary is a collection of prayers
and lections for the clergy, introduced by Rome, consisting
chiefly of psalms and passages from the Bible and the Lives of
the Saints.>® The Curia has used this, like so many other things,
as an instrumentum dominationis, and a number of fables and
forgeries devised in the interest of the Papal system have been
interpolated into it. The French Church had long since adopted
the precaution of employing a Breviary of her own, much better
and purer than the Roman. It was against observations made
about this in the Council that the harsh comment of the Bishop
of Namur was directed.

%8 [1t was originally intended for public use also, and is still recited publicly
by Cathedral Chapters and religions communities. Some portions of it, as
Vespers and Compline, are often used in parish churches also, especially in
France.—TR.{FNS]



Twenty-Sixth Letter.

Rome, Feb. 28, 1870.—Our last letter closed with an account of a
scene in the Session of February 22, occasioned by some attacks
on the Roman Breviary. The Bishop of Namur had maintained
that no one who attacked it could be a good Christian.

Haynald was one of those who had censured the present
condition of the Breviary, and he now replied to Bishop Gravez
that in criticising it he had the Fathers of Trent and the Popes
themselves for accomplices (complices). A tempest broke out at
these words. But Haynald went further and said, with reference
to Bishop Langalerie of Belley, that the majority, with their
proposals for new dogmas, were the cause of the disunion which
had broken out in the Church, and that it would be much better
for the heads of the Church to confine themselves to preserving
the ancient doctrines in their purity, instead of adding new ones.
The Church had succeeded very well with the old doctrines. At
this first open attack in Council on the Infallibilist project the
storm grew fiercer, and Capalti seized the bell of the President,
De Angelis, rung it violently and forbade the speaker to proceed.
“Taceas et ab ambone descendas,” he exclaimed. When Haynald
went on all the same, a wild cry broke from the majority. The
Archbishop of Calocsa at last came down, and so great was the
excitement that the sitting was closed and the next postponed to
March 2.

Meanwhile more attention and care than before has been
devoted in Paris to what is going on at Rome. The Emperor
and his present ministers understand the gravity of the situation;
they know what would be meant by such journals as the Monde
and the Univers daily appealing to infallible Papal decisions,
and under their authority calling in question every institution
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and law of France, and proving beforehand to their readers that
there is no obligation in conscience to submit to them, because
the Pope has directly or indirectly signified his disapproval.
Archbishop Lavigerie of Algiers brought back word to Cardinal
Antonelli, on returning to Rome from his mission, that France
was in no condition to tolerate the definition of Infallibility,

which might lead to a schism, since not only the whole body
of State-officers, but the writers, and even the Faubourg St.
Germain, were opposed to the new dogma. Antonelli is not apt to
be much influenced by such representations, which he views as
mere idle threats; he is spoilt by the courtly flatteries of the ever
obsequious M. de Banneville, whom he has managed completely
to disarm. He has three devices of domestic diplomacy by which
he knows how to make excellent use of both Banneville and
Trautmansdorff. At one time he says, “It is not we—Pius, the
Curia and I—who want the dogma, but the foreign Bishops,
and we should be encroaching on the freedom of the Council
by impeding them. And we ought not to subject ourselves to
that reproach.” Then, for a variety, he adopts another line. “The
Pope,” he says, “has all he wants already, and the dogma of
Infallibility would not give him anything more. As it is, and
with a Council assembled, all the decrees emanate from him and
receive from him their validity, and he can summon or dissolve
the Council at his pleasure, so that it only exists by his will and
would crumble into dust without him. It is therefore the interest
of the Bishops, not ours, that is in question here, and they will
know well why the dogma is so valuable to them.” His third
formula is, “Every good Christian believes the doctrine already,
and therefore little or nothing will be changed in the Church by
defining it, and we have not the least desire to use the new decree
for calling in question the existing compacts and Concordats.
We shall gladly leave alone the concessions we have already
granted.” These resources of the Cardinal have hitherto sufficed.
But new powers and demands seem to be coming to the front,
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which his diplomatic counters will no longer satisfy. | have
copies of two letters of Count Daru, of January 18 and February
5. These official expressions of opinion from Paris have made
the Civilta Jesuits bitterly angry, and their famous article on the
Policastri, in its original form, contained a violent attack on the
French statesmen, who were classed with the other ministers and
diplomats in such ill repute at Rome. But this roused the alarm
of the supreme authority, and so the Jesuits had to eat their own
words, and to substitute for their attack a high commendation of
Count Daru and the loyalty of France to the Concordat. There is
some good in having the articles of the Civilta regularly revised
in the Vatican. | understand that it is intended at Paris to send a
special ambassador to Rome to the Council.

Meanwhile the Bishops of the minority are consulting how
they shall deal with the new order of business. It was announced to
the Fathers at the Session of February 22 that, in accordance with
these new regulations, they must hand in all their observations
on the first ten chapters of the Schema de Ecclesia in writing
within ten days.

Archbishop Spalding of Baltimore has not receded from his
ludicrous notion that his Infallibilist formula is milder and more
tolerable than that of the 400. He has laid it before the thirty-five
French Bishops (of the minority), who have unanimously rejected
it. Its essence consists, as was mentioned before, in asserting that
everybody must receive with unconditional inward assent every
Papal decision on every question of faith or morals or Church
life. On all theological principles such faith can only be accorded
in cases where all possibility of error is excluded, or, in other
words, where a revealed truth is concerned; and therefore to
accept this formula would be to set aside the limitation of Papal
Infallibility, hitherto recognised even in Rome, to decisions
pronounced ex cathedra. And thus, in the crush and confusion
of the innumerable and often contradictory decisions of Popes,
theology would degenerate into a lamentable caricature of a
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system—*science” it could no longer be termed—involved in
hopeless contradictions. If the good Spalding had the slightest
acquaintance with Church history, he would know that he was
bound, in virtue of his inward assent paid to all Papal decrees,
first of all to reject his own orders as invalid.>®

And now I must notice more particularly what Bishop Ketteler
has published against me in some German newspapers. He says
that in the telegram of February 13, published in the Allg. Zeitung
of February 15, he has found the opportunity he had long desired
for convicting the writer of the Letters from Rome of building up
“a whole system of lying and deceit.”® It is “an indescribable
dishonesty,” a “detestable untruth,” etc. His short letter bristles
with such accusations. The untruths he complains of are the
following:—

(1.) The telegram called the statement made by Bishop
Ketteler and his ally, Bishop Melchers, a “proposal.” He replies
that it was only a “communication.”

(2.) It treats the occurrence as a “negotiation,” whereas it was
only a “short conference.”

(3.) There was no debate with “a serious opposition.” The
Bishops indeed had expressed different views, and some had
disapproved Déllinger's pronouncement, while the others thought
only certain individual Bishops might have occasion to come
forward against it. (They accordingly understood Ketteler's

% [Cf. “Janus,” pp. 60-62, 275-8.—TR.{FNS]

8 The proposal of two Rhenish Prelates for a common declaration against
Déllinger's paper on Infallibility was rejected in the meeting of German Bishops.
The chief opponents were Hefele, Eberhard, Raynald, Strossmayer and Forster,
who maintained that, certain arguments apart, Dollinger represented in the main
the views of most German Bishops on the subject. It was further insisted,
in express repudiation of the stand-point of mere “inopportuneness,” that the
addresses already signed by the Infallibilists were directed in principle against
the doctrine of the Church. The two Prelates declared nevertheless that they
would not separate themselves from their colleagues who had signed those
documents.
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“communication” just as my informant did, and therefore spoke
out against accepting it.)

(4.) Ketteler did not hear any Bishop say, as stated in the
telegram, that Doéllinger really had the majority of (German)
Bishops with him.

And now let us compare Ketteler's account, deducting the
abusive comments subjoined to every sentence, with the—of
course extremely compressed—account in the telegram, and we
shall find the two in substantial agreement. The Bishop is obliged
to interpolate something into the telegram, in order to find fuel
for the fire of holy indignation his delirious fancy has betrayed
him into. He quarrels with me fiercely for saying there was a
debate and a negotiation, whereas there was only a conference;
but I never made use of those words. He says he made no motion,
but he himself recounts statements of the Bishops which show
clearly that they understood his “communication” as an invitation
to do as he did. Only one somewhat important point of difference
remains, viz., whether the Bishops named in the telegram said
what they are there reported to have said or not. Bishop Ketteler
can only say that he did not hear them say it. But considering
that in an informal meeting of forty or forty-five persons, broken
up into groups, a great deal is said which every one in the room
does not hear, and that | received my information the same day
from one who was present, | still adhere to my assertion that they
did say it. For the rest, I am much indebted to Bishop Ketteler;
he assures us that he has long desired an opportunity for saying
all the evil he can of me and my Letters. He has now made a
grand onset. If he had found anything in the eighteen long Letters
before him better suited to his purpose, he would certainly not
have taken refuge in such petty trivialities and, like a boy with
snowballs, have flung what has turned into water in his hand. He
has thus unwillingly given testimony to the truthfulness of my
Letters. And for this | pardon him his exaggerated rhetoric, but
will not suppress the remark made by an Englishman who knows
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mankind well: “There are certain women, says Fielding, always
ready to raise a cry of ‘Murder, fire, rape’ and the like, but that
means no more in their mouths than any one else means in going
over the scale, Ut, Re, Mi, Fa, Sol,” etc.



Twenty-Seventh Letter.

Rome, March 8, 1870.—*“Habemus Papam falli nescium!” The
Bishops of the Manning and Deschamps party are in raptures;
all Rome, say the Infallibilist devotees, is in the highest spirits.
The great doctrine, on which, as all the Jesuits and their disciples
assure us, hinges the salvation of humanity and the regeneration
of science and literature, was published on March 6 in the form
of a supplement to the Schema de Ecclesia. The Pope bears
witness of himself that he is infallible as teacher of the Church,
and the great majority of the Council will readily assent. Already
they are exulting in that moment of triumph when the Pope from
his throne in the Hall, “sacro Concilio approbante,” and amid the
pealing of all the bells in Rome, will proclaim to the world that
it is now fortunate enough to possess an infallible teacher and
judge in all questions of faith and morals, guaranteed by God
Himself. Day and hour for the proclamation will be chosen with
the greatest deliberation and foresight, and here another ground
for clinging so pertinaciously to the present Council Hall comes
out. It was thought quite incomprehensible why “the master”
insulted 750 aged men by compelling them, in spite of all wishes
and representations and the evidence of his own senses, to hold
their sittings in a Chamber so utterly unfit for the purpose. In a
city so abounding in churches and halls as Rome this seemed an
act rather of ill-tempered caprice than of hospitable care. It was
known of course that the previous expectations of the Vatican had
been disappointed, that it had been hoped the Schemata would
be received by acclamation or by storm, as it were, without
discussion, and that the Hall had been chosen on the very ground
of its acoustic defects being adapted to that end. Now however
a new recommendation of the Hall betrays itself. At a certain
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hour on a clear and cloudless day the rays of the sun fall exactly
on the place where the Pope's throne stands, so that Pius may
hope, by help of careful arrangements about the time, to stand
in a glory of sunlight at the moment when he announces to the
world the divine revelation of his own infallibility. It is on this
wise, as we said before, that he has had himself represented
in the memorial picture of the proclamation of the Immaculate
Conception. At the Coronation of Charles x. of France doves
were let fly into the church. And so in Rome also a dove might be
trained, so as to make it hover above the Pope at the moment of
his apotheosis being proclaimed by his own mouth, which would
make the effect quite irresistible.

In this state of things the eyes of all men are turned on
the Bishops united, or rather not united but only assembled,
in Council. The great majority are much in the disposition of
the Athenians, when Alexander sent word to them that he had
become a god, and wished to be worshipped as such. The popular
assembly cried out that, if Alexander really wished to be a god, he
was one. So say 300 Bishops: “We eat the Pope's bread and drink
his wine and rest under his roof, so—let him be infallible.” And
100 Bishops say: “We are nothing but titular Bishops, with no
dioceses or flocks; from whom but the Pope do we get our titles?
So—Iet him be infallible.” Others again say: “We call ourselves
Bishops or Vicars-Apostolic by favour of the Pope, and during
his good pleasure. Let him then be infallible.” Lastly others say:
“The Curia has us in its power, and we need it at every step;
the Pope must be infallible, since he desires it.” Thus we have
550 born infallibilists. And to them must be added those whom
the Italians—e.g., Mamiani—call more curtly than courteously
“gli Energumeni stranieri,” prelates of the Manning type et id
genus omne, who really take part as volunteers in this campaign
for the triumph of papal infallibility and the domination of souls.
Many, like Sieyes formerly, will vote “la mort et sans phrase,”
but we shall read of unctuous motives alleged by the volunteers
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for their votes. They want infallibility for themselves as well
as others; for themselves, because then there will be no further
need “to dig,” for which they have “neither hand nor foot,” but
all doctrines will be received ready made, measured and cut out
by the Jesuits and stamped and guaranteed as genuine in the
Roman printing-office; for others, because thereby every doubt
or suspicion or inconvenient demand in matters of doctrine will
be summarily got rid of and suppressed.

It is three months to-day since the Council was opened.
Viewed from without, the circumstances could hardly have
been more favourable; in national diversities and universality
of representation the assembly surpassed all former Councils,
nor was it so obvious at the beginning that under this bright
outside was concealed a crying and iniquitous inequality of
representation, and that here again the mastery was placed in the
hands of the Italians. But how have all hopes been deceived now,
and who had thought of this lamentable upshot!

Lamartine desired of his age that Italy should produce “des
hommes et non de la poussiére humaine.” For three months have
these 750 prelates been assembled—in theory the very flower of
the Catholic world, the pastors of 180 million souls, men with
a rich experience at their back. They were at once separated
into two parties, one of 600 and the other of about 150. On
which side are the men and on which the human dust? What
have these 600 done in the three months they have been together,
what have they brought to an issue, and what thoughts or sparks
of intelligence have been struck out of this daily contact with
so many high dignitaries from the four quarters of the world?
Their utter sterility, aimlessness and poverty of thought—their
passively resigning themselves to a mere assent to the thoughts
and words of others—all this, when watched close at hand,
makes a painful impression. It is true that European history
since 1789 has accustomed us to the infirmities and follies
and the unproductiveness of great deliberative assemblies; it
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has become an every-day phenomenon, and in our days one's
expectations from an ecclesiastical assembly can only be of the
most moderate kind. There is no fear there of rash and hasty
decisions or revolutionary measures. But La Bruyere's saying,
“A great assembly always becomes a rabble,” is verified even at
Rome, and the Italians of 1870 have already begun to emulate
the example of their ancestors in 1562. Just as the majority
at Trent knew how to reduce a disagreeable speaker to silence
by wild cries and coughing and scraping with their feet, so is
it now at the Vatican Council. It is the humiliating feeling
of intellectual impotence and of deficiency alike in knowledge,
eloguence and mind, as compared with the minority, from whom
almost everything emanates that can be called life or thought in
the Council. They feel their abject littleness, in their thankless
role of being a mere echo of the Schemata and Canons proposed,
and having to present in so unadorned and undisguised a form that
“sacrificio dell" intelletto” which the Jesuits so eagerly commend.
The honour of being afterwards lauded, as one of the 600 organs
of the Holy Ghost at this Council, has to be purchased rather
dear. But we cannot in fact come to close quarters and converse
with these Bishops of the majority, without being reminded of
the reply of a Dane to a Frenchman, who said to him (before the
Revolution) that the highest Order in France was that of the Holy
Ghost. “Notre Saint Esprit est un éléphant,” answered the Dane.
But the situation is almost too serious for such thoughts.

A synopsis of the outstanding measures has been presented to
the Council. There are altogether 51 Schemata: 3 on “Faith,”
28 on “Discipline,” 18 on “Religious Orders,” 2 on “Oriental
Church affairs:” of these 39 have not yet been distributed, and
46 not discussed; 12 are in the hands of the Bishops, of which
5 have been already discussed and are to be again presented
and examined, after being modified by the Commission. This is
obviously matter enough for two years' work; yet the Council
Hall and the hitherto irresistible and invulnerable majority will
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conspire to push the 51 Schemata expeditiously through the
Council, unabbreviated and hardly altered. If only the master at
last praises and rewards his servants!

Meanwhile 34 French Bishops have signed a Statement of
Protest against the new order of business. | hear that the perversity
of deciding doctrines by counting heads is emphatically dwelt on.
The same document has been subscribed by 33 German Bishops,
with certain additions. Cardinals Mathieu and Rauscher, while
professing their agreement, did not think it well to sign. Some
10 or 12 Germans have accepted a shorter but more precise and
pointed address, maintaining the same principles. Some Orientals
too have signed, while the deliberations of the Americans, on the
other hand, came to no result.

Such declarations are necessary for the outer world and
for the satisfaction of their own consciences, but they can
hardly be expected to produce any effect, nor do the signataries
themselves anticipate any important change being made in the
new regolamento. Would that their representations were formal
protests, declaring that they would take no further part in an
assembly lacking the necessary conditions of a true Council! But
neither the French nor Germans could resolve on that. It would
be hard even for a man like Dupanloup, who may be reckoned
a leader of the Opposition, openly to contradict his own earlier
writings about the Pope. The question suggests itself, If Pius,
before his infallibility is made a dogma, has said, “I am the way,
the truth, and the life,” what will he say when his apotheosis
is accomplished? What words of human language will suffice
adequately to denote the sublimity of his position? A former
saying of a member of the Italian aristocracy, well known for
his witty remarks, occurs to me, “Gli altri Papi credevano esser
Vicarii di Christo, ma questo Papa crede che nostro Signore sia
il suo Vicario in cielo.”

We live here in the place whereof Tacitus wrote eighteen
centuries ago, “Cupido dominandi cunctis affectibus flagrantior
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est.”61

If infallibility is defined, every member of the Roman
Congregations has the pleasing certainty that he possesses
“divine particulam aura.” Pius is as firm and resolved as ever;
the Jesuits have told him that, if the new dogma produces any
confusion and scandal in the Church, it matters nothing—other
dogmatic decisions have led to great confusion, but have
remained triumphant; in a hundred years all will be quiet.
Father Piccirillo, the editor of the Civilta and special favourite of
Pius, has consoled other prelates in the same way.

The Schema de Ecclesia has been compared with the lecture
notes of a Jesuit Professor at the Collegio Romano, and the two
are shown to agree precisely. Even the most abject Placet-men
of the majority feel rather ashamed of this; they had not quite
expected to be summoned to Rome, simply in order to formulate
the lecture notes of a Jesuit into dogmatic decrees for the whole
Church.

An individual so insignificant intellectually, that I never
expected to have any occasion for mentioning his name, and
who is regarded in German circles as the standing joke of
the Council, a certain Wolanski, has just been placed on the
Congregation of the Index, as censor for German books. He
would be utterly incompetent even to transcribe the work of a
German theologian for the press. But in Rome they like, from
time to time, to give a kick of this sort to foreigners.

Postscript.—I have just been put in a position to tell you
something of the contents of the episcopal protest against the new
order of business. In respect to the thirteenth article it is objected,
that in former Councils a method of voting simply designed
to secure expedition (“eo expedito modo”) has never been
adopted—a form “quo nullus certe alius gravitati et maturitati
deliberationis, imo et ipsi libertati minus favet.” It is added, that

81 Tac. Annal. XV.{FNS 53.
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even in political assemblies the right is granted of demanding
that votes should be taken by calling names. It is not rapidity of
decision, but prudence and the utmost possible security, that is
the important point. “Quod in Concilio maxime refert, non est
ut cito res expediatur, sed ut caute et tutissime peragatur. Longe
satius est paucas queestiones expendere et prudenter solvere,
guam multo numerosiores proponere et decurtatis discussionibus
suffragiisque preecipitanter collectis res tam graves irrevocabiliter
definire.” The document goes on to protest against the regulation
for first counting the votes of those who assent to the proposed
decrees, and not till after this has been done of those who reject
them. This is quite wrong; “Cum in queestionibus fidei tutius
sit sistere et definitionem differre, quam temere progredi, ideo
conditio dissentientium favorabilior esse debet, et ipsis prioritas
in dandis suffragiis excedenda esset.” The memorialists further
desire that, in the definition of a dogma or the establishment of
a canon armed with anathema, the votes should be orally given
by Placet and Non placet, not by rising and sitting down. And
then great stress is laid on the point of dogmas not being decided
by a mere majority but only by moral unanimity, so that any
decree opposed by a considerable number of Bishops may be
held to be rejected. The Bishops say, “Cum dogmata constent
Ecclesiarum consensu, ut ait Bellarminus,” moral unanimity is
necessary. There is a further demand or request of the Bishops, “ut
suffragia patrum non super toto Schemate et quasi in globo, sed
seorsim super unaquaque definitione, super unoquoque Canone,
per Placet aut Non placet sigillatim rogentur et edantur.” The
Fathers should also be free, according to the Pope's previous
arrangement, to give in their remarks in writing. But the
following is the most important passage:—*Id autem quod spectat
ad numerum suffragiorum requisitum ut quaestiones dogmaticee
solvantur, in quo quidem rei summa est et totius Concilii cardo
vertitur, ita grave est, ut nonnisi admitteretur, quod reverenter
et enixe postulamus, conscientia nostra intolerabili pondere
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premeretur. Timeremus, ne Concilii Ecumenici character in
dubium vocari posset, ne ansa hostibus praeberetur, S. Sedem et
Concilium impetendi, sicque demum apud populum Christianum
hujus Concilii auctoritas labefactaretur, ‘quasi veritate et libertate
caruerit,” quod his turbatissimis temporibus tanta esset calamitas
ut pejor excogitari non possit.” On this we might however observe
with all respect, that a greater calamity is quite conceivable, and
that is the sanctioning of a doctrine exegetically, dogmatically and
historically untenable by an assembly calling itself a Council. The
Protest ends with these words:—*“Spe freti futurum ut hee nostree
gravissimea animadversiones ab Eminentiis vestris benevolenti
animo accipiantur, earumque, quae par est, ratio habeatur,
nosmet profitemur: Eminentiarum Vestrarum addictissimos et
obsequentissimos famulos.”



Twenty-Eighth Letter.

Rome, March 9.—The decree on infallibility appeared on Sunday,
March 6, just a year after the project was announced in the
Allgemeine Zeitung. The Bishops knew three weeks before,
through an indiscretion of Perrone's, that it was drawn up. But its
extreme and unqualified form will have taken many by surprise.
Men could hardly believe that the Roman See would publicly
confess so huge an excess of ambition, and itself court a reproach
of which the Catholic Church may indeed be cleared, but the
Papacy never. The circumstances preceding the appearance of
this composition, which will be a phenomenon in the world's
history, are hardly less remarkable and significant than the text
itself.

It was decided on February 21, at a meeting of the French
Cabinet presided over by the Emperor, to send a special
ambassador to the Council. A despatch to this effect was
forwarded to Rome the same evening. The notion so greatly
displeased the Marquis de Banneville, that he delayed carrying
out his instructions and sent word of his anxieties to Paris. Here
he said quite openly that he could remain no longer, and must
go to Paris to get the decision reversed. He contented himself
however with sending an attaché to France. At last, on March
1, the design of the French Government was communicated to
Cardinal Antonelli, and three days afterwards, on March 4, the
Marquis de Banneville came to receive his reply. The Cardinal
was unfortunately prevented by an attack of gout from seeing
him. And thus the answer has been given in the unexpected form
of a dogmatic decree.

Not less remarkable is the coincidence of the decree with
the publication of Count Daru's Letter. Its publication, which
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proclaims to the world the policy of the French Cabinet towards
the Court of Rome, has excited the greater sensation in Rome, as
it could not have emanated from any ordinary correspondent. The
letter was only known to the English Government, and there was
no copy in England except in the hands of the Ministry. It cannot
be supposed that it would be offered for publication without
the connivance of Count Daru himself, and this conjecture is
confirmed by the tone of the Francais, Count Daru's organ, on
the subject. It was open to it to disavow the letters, which
are addressed to a private individual, and not, as the Times
incorrectly stated, to a French prelate. But instead of seizing on
this loophole, the Frangais says that the private letters of the
minister contain nothing different from his public despatches.
What gives these things the greater weight is that they imply the
probability of interpellations, in Paris as well as in Florence, and
the ministry must be presumed to be determined to persist to the
end in the path it has entered upon.

But the clearest light is thrown on the act of the Curia, when
we look at its relation to the simultaneous movement among the
minority.

The new order of business seemed to many calculated to
bring the internal split in the Opposition to the surface. To
accept it was equivalent to accepting the dogma itself. To reject
it was to intimate the resolution not to surrender the rights of
Bishops, of whom St. Thomas says, “Obtinent in Ecclesia
summum potestatem,” and therefore not to recognise the Pope's
infallibility. But it has just been explained in the most emphatic
terms in Father Gratry's Letters, which are in the hands of all
the Bishops, how difficult it is to coquet with the Jesuit dogmas
without falling into the old Jesuit system of morality. However,
this much desired division only occurred on a very limited scale.

The Opposition resolved to protest against the order of
business. The Protest is said to have been drawn up by skilful
French hands, and was subscribed on March 4 by thirty-four
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French Bishops, and another, signed by almost the same number
of German Bishops, was presented to the Legates two days later.
A very high estimate is formed of its importance here. According
to the Roman view the majority of the Council has no better right
than the minority to proclaim a new dogma, for the right belongs
to the Pope alone, who can just as well elevate the teaching of
the minority as of the majority into a dogma. And therefore, in
maintaining that no dogma can be defined without the universal
consent—the moral unanimity—of the Episcopate, and that a
Council which receives a dogma without that consent is liable to
be rejected as not free and Ecumenical, the Bishops are not only
protesting against the threatened encroachments of the majority,
but just as much against the claim of the Pope to define dogmas
by his own authority. | have lately cited the words of Pius 1v.
on that point. In putting forward and defending their right and
qualification to be witnesses of the faith and representatives of
their Churches, the Bishops are not only vindicating a position
very difficult to assail, but at the same time shaking the principal
foundation of the present Council. In the first place the minority
represent relatively far greater numbers of Catholics than their
adversaries, and in the next place the bulk of the majority is
artificially swelled by a crowd of prelates who really represent
no Churches and only bear witness for themselves. That many
of them have been simply created to give their services at this
Council, is notorious. According to the official Roman register,
fifty-one Bishops in partibus were named between June 1866
and August 1869. By every one of these creations the Pope has
neutralized by his own plenary power the vote of an Archbishop
of Paris or Vienna; in other words, he has put some favourite
Roman monsignore on an equality, as regards the decisions of
the Council, with a venerable Church containing more than a
million of souls. The presence of such elements in the assembly
gives grounds for doubting whether it can be regarded as a real
representation of the whole Church, and so this declaration of the
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Bishops is like knocking a nail in the coffin of the Ecumenical
Council.

| have mentioned that the Protest of the French Bishops was
handed in on March 4. That day was the beginning of the decisive
crisis for the Opposition. The adhesion of the Germans was next
awaited; it followed on the 6th March, and their example is
pretty sure to be followed by other nations. The prospect of
this danger, combined with the news from France, brought
the long preconcerted resolve of the other side to sudden and
immediate maturity. A few days before they had not intended
to come forward with the decree yet. But now the great object
was to cut short any further development on the part of the
Opposition, and, if possible, to hinder the German Protest. The
existing situation seems even to have influenced the form of the
decree. For a moment the French middle party—Bonnechose,
Lavigerie, etc.—had fancied a professedly moderate formula
would be carried, but now the counsels of the most determined
infallibilists prevailed, and the Pope, in great visible excitement,
gave his assent to the decree in the form in which it has been
published. This took place on March 5. The decree is dated
March 6. With the view of stopping the German Protest, they did
not wait for the next sitting to distribute the printed copies to the
Fathers in Council as usual, but sent them direct to their houses.
This was the answer to the protesting movement.

Considering that none of the former addresses of the
minority—some twelve have been presented—have been taken
the slightest notice of, there were of course the best reasons for
anticipating no better fate for this last. But it has served another
purpose. It was an intimation on the part of the signataries that
their patience has reached its limits. The Protest did not indeed
pledge them to any definite course of action. But it certainly
imposes on them the duty of not tolerating anything further of
the same kind, and not lending a hand to any decision affecting
the whole future of the Church, under conditions they have
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themselves declared to imperil the authority and solidity of the
Council. Either the Protest means nothing, and the signataries
are as persuaded of its worthlessness and insincerity as their
adversaries, or it means that they will not allow the great dogma
to come on for discussion unless they obtain an assurance that
no dogma shall be proclaimed by Pope or Council without a
moral unanimity. The Curia have known how to give so
emphatic an expression to their contempt for the Opposition,
that even the sharpest and bitterest words would show less scorn
and insolence than their act. By choosing the precise moment,
when the minority declare that their conscience is troubled and in
doubt about the legitimacy and result of the Council altogether,
for bringing forward the very decree which has all along been
the main cause of that doubt and trouble of conscience, they
proclaim plainly and emphatically that they know the Opposition
regards its own words as nothing but words, and that there
is no earnest manly decision or religious conviction behind
them. The conscientiousness of the Opposition, i.e. of the most
distinguished French and German Bishops, could not be put to a
prompter, a more crucial, or a more decisive test.

How will this test be borne? How will the doctrine of the
Church and the honour of two nations be saved? The events of
the next few days will decide.
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Rome, March 15—Livy relates that, in the battle at the
Thrasimene Lake, the combatants on either side, Romans and
Carthaginians, felt nothing of the earthquake under their feet.
Here in Rome it is not so much the heat of the contest that
makes the great body of Bishops unconscious of the moral
earthquake which has begun to shake the Church, for there is
no strife in the ranks of the majority, and their intercourse with
the other party is very small. But every one thinks first of his
own home and diocese, and the Italians, Spaniards and South
Americans—nearly 500 prelates in all—have abundant cause for
reckoning on absolute indifference and ease, on a passive and
generally willing assent. In those countries it is only money
questions, the contest about Church property, that stirs men's
minds. How much is to be left to the clergy or taken from them,
that is the question here. And the Bishops hope that papal
infallibility will give some added force to the papal decisions on
the inviolability of Church property.

Among the Opposition Bishops many are still in good spirits
and full of confidence. “We are too many, and we represent too
considerable portions of the Christian world, for our resistance to
be ignored and our votes thrust aside,” is what many of them still
assert. But the dominant party don't admit this. Antonelli says:
“As soon as the Pope promulgates a decree with the assent of a
great number of Bishops, he is infallible, and therefore a minority
of opposing votes need not be attended to.” Naturally—for he,
like other Italians, moves in the circle of papal infallibility which
he, as advocate and financier, considers to belong to the “grandes
idées de I'Eglise.” He would certainly, if asked, agree with the
view of Cardinal Jacobazzi, about 1530, that the Pope could
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hold an Ecumenical Council with one Bishop only and issue
an infallible decree. The state of the case is this: if the decree
is published by the Pope with the assent of the majority of the
Council, itis ruled that the gift of infallibility has all along resided
in the Popes alone, and that the supreme authority in dogmas has
only been derived to General Councils from them, whether by
their taking part in the proceedings or confirming them. On this
theory, even a very considerable number of opposing Bishops
have no rights; the Pope could issue a dogmatic decree with the
minority against the votes of the majority, for he and he alone
would always be the organ of the Holy Ghost. Either no reply
will be given to the complaints of the Bishops about the new
order of business, any more than to their previous memorials, or
they will be told that it is reserved to the Pope to settle whether a
decree or Schema voted by a majority only shall be promulgated,
since he, being alone infallible, can do what he pleases. In this
sense the silence of Section 14 may well be interpreted.

All the talk about “inopportuneness” is now quite at an end.
I had predicted that from the first. Any Bishop who wanted
to discuss now, whether it was the right time for making the
new dogma, would be laughed at rather than listened to. It has
been decided by 500 Bishops with the Pope that the decree is
opportune, and in saying that the question is about the truth of
articles of faith, not their convenience, they have reason and
history on their side.

There are said to be 100 Opinions or Objections of the Bishops
about or against the Schema on the Church, already in the hands
of the Commission of Faith. Among them is the memorial of
an eminent German Bishop, whose bosom two souls seem to
inhabit, and who therefore occupies the singular position at once
of a friend of papal infallibility and an opponent of the definition
and member of the Opposition. He read his paper in the meeting
of German Bishops, and it was received with general approval,
in spite of the pungent comments it contained on the new order
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of business in connection with the publication of the Schema on
infallibility a few days later, as being a disgrace to the Council
and the Church.

Count Trautmansdorff and M. Beust have received from
Antonelli one of those quieting and entirely conciliatory answers
that clerical statesman is so fond of pouring forth in all
directions.®? Its substance is as follows: in theory, and as
regards what the scholastics called universals, where high and
far-reaching principles have to be established, the Church is
inexorable; there she cannot abandon an iota of her claims,
and must draw and force home the sword of anathema. She
must therefore necessarily pronounce modern civilisation, with
its freedoms, a medley of soul-destroying errors, must raise the
banner of coercion and forcible suppression, and accordingly
condemn freedom of religious profession and of the press. But
in practice—in Concordats and special Indults and concessions
of graces—the Pope is not so strict and inexorable; there he is
open to negotiations, and the separate Governments can obtain
from him as a favour the actual toleration of what in theory he
most solemnly condemns, of course only durante beneplacito,
so long as it pleases him and the Governments behave well and
don't deserve to be punished by the withdrawal of their indults
and privileges. And that is so long as circumstances remain
unaltered, for it is self-evident that, as soon as the temper of
public opinion and the political situation become such as to offer
any prospect of an ecclesiastical pretension being successfully
urged, the indult will be abrogated and the practice conformed
to the theory. Antonelli always has both pockets full of such

62 | take this opportunity of observing that the Mémorial Diplomatique, which
has the credit of supplying the world regularly with methodical fictions from
Rome, has also given a spurious reply of Antonelli's to Beust's note. Perhaps
one of your Paris correspondents can explain the rare persistency of that journal
in habitually making game of the French with lies and inventions which are
immediately exposed. Here in Rome many are disposed to seek the authors of
them in the office of the Civilta or in the Gesu.
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distinctions between the strict and hard theory and the mild
and indulgent pliability in practice, and no diplomatist leaves
him without such consolation. De Banneville has always been
satisfied with the fare thus set before him by the Secretary
of State. Trautmansdorff has so far the advantage, that the
doctrines of Church and State imposed by the Court of Rome
on the Council give the Austrian Government a very convenient
handle for declaring the legal abolition of the Concordat, which
is practically torn to pieces already; for with a Pope who has
become infallible and feels himself called to be the supreme judge
of right and wrong, though there may indeed be an armistice, no
real and genuine peace and no treaty is possible.

Moreover nothing can be more convenient and elastic than
the theory Antonelli expounds with all the unction of priestly
diplomacy to the representatives of the European Governments.
It makes everything—persons and institutions, governments and
peoples—ultimately dependent on the indulgence and favour of
the Pope. By the higher and divine law, so runs this doctrine,
everything in the world should properly be differently arranged,;
the censorship of the Holy Office, religious coercion and clerical
immunities, in a word the whole system of canon law, should
flourish everywhere in full vigour as in the States of the Church.

But the Vicar of God is merciful; he condescends to the
evil condition of States and of mankind, and does what is so
easily done in Rome, he dispenses—for at Rome obsolete laws
are maintained simply to supply matter for dispensations,—he
declares his readiness to tolerate what in itself is to be condemned,
out of regard for the unfavourable circumstances of the age, and
thus all at last falls under the sceptre of the Pope, who rules at
one time by favour and dispensations, at another by strict law.
Constitutions and laws will be allowed to exist for awhile, and
until further notice. This however is no recognition of them, but
only an “indult,” for which sovereigns and statesmen and nations
must be thankful while it lasts, but which may at any moment be
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revoked.

The plan of acclamation, announced by the Jesuits as far back
as February 1869, still counts many friends. There are 600
episcopal throats ready to shout, and these prelates had the rather
get the affair settled in that summary fashion, because they would
then be spared the hearing of things which bring a blush to many
a face. For the Opposition Bishops could bring forward reasons
and facts which, if once spoken in this place, would make a
powerful echo and come unrefuted before the present and future
generations. Of all possible questions that of infallibility is
certainly the one which can least be discussed here and before
275 ltalian prelates. What has happened in the last sittings, the
exaltation of some and the bitterness of others, gives no hope
of a quiet examination, but on the contrary leads us to expect
that the majority will make the fullest use either of their physical
preponderance or of the new rights given them by the Pope for
reducing their adversaries to silence. Many who are resolved to
gratify the Pope's desire by their Placet, are apprehensive that the
objections of their opponents might leave the unpleasant taste of
an unanswered argument in their mouths, and that the sting of a
vote given without adequate knowledge and examination might
remain fixed in the conscience of the Bishops. In this connection
the answer of a North American Bishop of the infallibilist party
is significant. He said that he remembered having heard, when
in the theological class in his seminary, that the condemnation of
Pope Honorius by the Sixth Council meant nothing, and now in
his old age nobody could require him to study and examine the
guestion for himself.

Since the appearance of Gratry's Letters, what is most
especially dreaded is the mention and discussion of the forgeries
and fictions that have been perpetrated for centuries past in the
interest of the Papacy. Should they really come to be spoken of in
the Council Hall, one may be quite prepared for Legate Capalti,
even if he is not presiding, striking his bell till it bursts. The
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Italian and Spanish majority would sooner let a speaker teach
Arianism and Pelagianism than touch on this sore. Cyprian,
pseudo-Isidore, Anselm, Deusdedit, Gratian, Thomas Aquinas
and Cyril—these are now terrible names, and hundreds here
would fain stop their ears when they are uttered. “Is there then no
balm in Gilead, no physician?” Just now a theologian or historian
would be worth his weight in gold, who could produce evidence
that all these forgeries and inventions are genuine monuments of
Christian antiquity, and that the whole edifice of papal absolutism
has been built up with the purest and most conscientious loyalty
to truth. For this “horse” they would now, like Richard ni. of
England, offer a kingdom. For the first time the world, with a
free press in full possession, is to accept a new dogma with all
its extensive belongings—to accept it in faith, at a time when
historical criticism has attained a power against which Rome is
impotent, and when its conclusions pass into the literature and
the common consciousness of all thinking men with a rapidity
hitherto unprecedented. The works will soon be counted not by
hundreds but by thousands, which relate and make capital out of
the fact that from the year 500 to 1600 deliberate fraud was at
work in Rome and elsewhere for disseminating, supporting, and
finding a basis for, the notion of infallibility. If they imagine in
Rome that they can escape this power by means of the Index and
similar fulminations, such as some French Bishops have hurled
at Father Gratry, that is like sending a couple of old women with
syringes to put out a palace on fire.

The leader and oracle of the infallibilists, Archbishop
Manning, knows something of the contradictions of history
to his pet dogma. He has heard something of the long chain of
forgeries, but he demonstrates to his associates by a bold method
of logic, that it is an article of faith that is at issue here, and that
history and historical criticism can have nothing to say to it. “It
is not, therefore, by criticism on past history, but by acts of faith
in the living voice of the Church at this hour, that we can know
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the faith.”® The faith which removes mountains will be equally
ready—such is clearly his meaning—to make away with the
facts of history. Whether any German Bishop will be found to
offer his countrymen these stones to digest, time will show.

Of what French infallibilists are capable has been evidenced
in the case of Bishop Pie of Poictiers, who is, next to Plantier of
Nimes, the leader of this faction. He introduces into his Lenten
Pastoral the history of Uzza, who wanted, with a good object,
to support the tottering Ark, and was punished by being burned
to death. The Ark, he says, is the Church and its doctrine, and
whoever touches it with the best intentions, be he layman or
priest, commits a grievous crime and audacious sacrilege, which
must bring down on his head the most terrible wrath of God.
The animals, which draw the waggon containing the Ark, are the
Bishops. If then, proceeds Pie, any of these oxen swerve from the
road and kick (regimbent), there are plenty more at hand to bring
back the cart into the right track, for—and here the oxen suddenly
become horses (coursiers)—all the steeds of the sacred cart do
not stumble at the same time. Thus does this prelate expound to
his flock the position of the majority and minority at the Council,
and for their full consolation he adds: “Moreover there is one
supreme and divinely enlightened driver of the cart, who is liable
to no error, and he will know how to deal with the shying and
stumbling of the horses.” According to Bishop Pie therefore,
the waggon of the Church is sometimes drawn by horses—the
Opposition who make sou-bresaut and écarts; sometimes by
steady-going oxen—the great majority,—and among these last
the Bishop of Poictiers with amiable modesty reckons himself.
If the readers of the Allgemeine Zeitung doubt whether a highly
respected leader of the majority and member of the Commission
on Faith has really written such nonsense, | can only refer them
to the document itself, which will no doubt be reprinted in the

8 pastoral on Infallibility of the Roman Pontiff (Longmans), p. 126.
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Univers or Monde.%*

There are many indications that the wishes of the clique
of zealots, who wanted to get the infallible Pope made out
of hand on St. Joseph's day, will not be realized, but that a
longer interval will have to be allowed. The Schema “on Faith”
prepared by the Commission, viz., by the above-named Bishop
Pie, and containing the philosophical and theological matter for
the Council, was to have been distributed last week, and even
Bishops of the minority had received professedly confidential
notice of it; but no such distribution took place. So the Session
of this week too will fall through, and it is not easy to see
how this first fruit of the Council can well be imparted to the
expectant world before Easter. And here | constantly come across
the view that the postponement of the discussion on the grand
Schema de Ecclesia, with the article on infallibility, is done
with a purpose. The Opposition is still too strong and compact;
it is hoped that some members will be detached from it every
week, and that several will leave Rome; some Austrians are gone
already. Everything depends on making the Opposition so small
and weak, that they may be walked over, and may seem only
to exist as a captive band of German Barbarians to grace the
triumphal procession of the Latins, and then to be surrendered
to those “exécuteurs des hautes ceuvres de la justice de Rome,”
MM. Veuillot and Maguelonne, the editors of the Univers and
the Correspondance de Rome.® This delay is of course a severe

8 |t is also quoted in the Journal des Débats of March 12. [This same Bishop
opened the debate on the Schema de Romano Pontifice by arguing that the
Pope must be infallible, because St. Peter was crucified head downwards. Cf.
infr. Letter xlvi—TR.{FNS]

% The Unita Cattolica of March 12 makes its Roman correspondent say that
to-day the Bishops are signing in crowds a Petition to the Presidents of the
Council, demanding that the discussion of the article on infallibility may take
precedence of all other business, because they long to put an end at one blow to
the scandal of the Liberal Catholics and Gallicans. But Margotti's journal at the
same time urges patience on its readers, because decorum must be preserved,
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trial of patience for the majority who are hungering after the
new bread of faith.

I will not conceal that even among the highest Roman
dignitaries the infallibilist dogma provokes expressions of
discontent. Are they honestly and sincerely meant? The voting
will show. The mot d'ordre has gone forth to correspondents of
foreign journals, to say that the whole Opposition is thoroughly
broken up, and that some are deserting and the rest running away.
But as yet these are wishes rather than facts. As far as | can
see, the French and German Bishops, who wish to maintain the
ancient doctrine of the Church and reject the new dogma, hold
firmly together. Some Bishops said, directly after the publication
of the supplementary Schema on infallibility, that their only
choice lay between a schism or a false doctrine; nothing else was
left them except to resign their Sees. And your readers would be
astonished if | could venture to mention their names—names of
the highest repute.

The war of extermination against the Theological Faculties
of the German Universities is to be energetically carried on. The
Bishop of Ratisbon's measure is only a premonitory feeler. Some
particular exceptions however might be made, as long as the
chairs were filled by pupils of the Jesuits. The German College is
now to be the nursery for professors of theology and philosophy
at German Seminaries and High Schools. This reminds one of
the Alexandrian Psaphon, who kept a whole aviary of parrots,
and taught them to scream, “Great is the God, Psaphon,” and
then let them fly, so that they carried over land and sea the fame
of his godhead. In Rome there is fortunately an abundance of
such aviaries. There are colleges here for England, Scotland,
Ireland, France, Germany and Hungary, Belgium, Poland, and
North and South America, and thousands of their inmates have
already been indoctrinated in Psaphon's fashion.

as far as may be.
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Thirtieth Letter.

Rome, March 20, 1870.—At last the greatest theologian of
Catholic England, in fact the only man of learning there who
would be called in Germany a real theologian, has spoken out in
the great controversy. Dr. Newman is superior of the Birmingham
Oratory. It has long been notorious that he deplored the condition
of the English (Catholic) Church, which has for many years been
brought under the convert yoke, and sympathized with the old
Catholics, both clergy and laity, who are now crushed under it;
so much so, that the convert party there tried to brand him with
the reputation of heterodoxy, and strangers intending to visit the
illustrious Oratorian were warned not to incur suspicion by doing
so. Newman had accordingly maintained a persistent silence in
the controversies going on in England, desirous as everybody
was and is to know his judgment upon the question which is now
“gladius animam Ecclesie pertransiens.” But in the midst of this
silence he had opened his heart, in a letter to a Bishop who is a
friend of his own, on the uncomfortable and dangerous position
into which an “aggressive and insolent faction” has brought the
Church, and disturbed so many of the truest souls. He says:®

“... Such letters, if they could be circulated, would do much
to reassure the many minds which are at present distressed when
they look towards Rome.

“Rome ought to be a name to lighten the heart at all times,
and a Council's proper office is, when some great heresy or other
evil impends, to inspire hope and confidence in the faithful; but

8 1t seemed better to give the Letter itself, as published “by permission”
in the Standard of April 7, rather than to translate the secondhand, though
remarkably accurate, paraphrase given in the German text. It addressed to
Bishop Ullathorne. —TR.{FNS]
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now we have the greatest meeting which ever has been, and that
at Rome, infusing into us by the accredited organs of Rome and
of its partisans (such as the Civilta [the Armonia], the Univers,
and the Tablet) little else than fear and dismay. When we are
all at rest, and have no doubts, and—at least practically, not to
say doctrinally—hold the Holy Father to be infallible, suddenly
there is thunder in the clearest sky, and we are told to prepare for
something, we know not what, to try our faith, we know not how.
No impending danger is to be averted, but a great difficulty is to
be created. Is this the proper work of an Ecumenical Council?

“As to myself personally, please God, | do not expect any trial
at all; but I cannot help suffering with the many souls who are
suffering, and | look with anxiety at the prospect of having to
defend decisions which may not be difficult to my own private
judgment, but may be most difficult to maintain logically in the
face of historical facts.

“What have we done to be treated as the faithful never were
treated before? When has a definition de fide been a luxury
of devotion and not a stern, painful necessity? Why should an
aggressive, insolent faction be allowed to ‘make the heart of the
just sad, whom the Lord hath not made sorrowful’? Why cannot
we be let alone when we have pursued peace and thought no
evil?

“l assure you, my lord, some of the truest minds are driven
one way and another, and do not know where to rest their
feet—one day determining ‘to give up all theology as a bad job,’
and recklessly to believe henceforth almost that the Pope is
impeccable, at another tempted to ‘believe all the worst which
a book like Janus says,’—others doubting about ‘the capacity
possessed by bishops drawn from all corners of the earth to judge
what is fitting for European society,” and then, again, angry with
the Holy See for listening to ‘the flattery of a clique of Jesuits,
Redemptorists, and converts.’

“Then, again, think of the store of Pontifical scandals in the

[356]

[357]



[358]

[359]

230 Letters From Rome on the Council

history of eighteen centuries, which have partly been poured
forth and partly are still to come. What Murphy inflicted upon
us in one way M. Veuillot is indirectly bringing on us in another.
And then again the blight which is falling upon the multitude of
Anglican ritualists, etc., who themselves, perhaps—at least their
leaders—may never become Catholics, but who are leavening
the various English denominations and parties (far beyond their
own range) with principles and sentiments tending towards their
ultimate absorption into the Catholic Church.

“With these thoughts ever before me, I am continually asking
myself whether | ought not to make my feelings public; but
all 1 do is to pray those early doctors of the Church, whose
intercession would decide the matter (Augustine, Ambrose, and
Jerome, Athanasius, Chrysostom, and Basil) to avert this great
calamity.

“If it is God's will that the Pope's infallibility be defined, then
is it God's will to throw back ‘the times and moments’ of that
triumph which He has destined for His kingdom, and | shall feel |
have but to bow my head to His adorable, inscrutable Providence.

“You have not touched upon the subject yourself, but I think
you will allow me to express to you feelings which, for the most
part, | keep to myself....”

Thus writes Newman in most glaring contrast to Manning.
The latter was long nothing but his admiring disciple, and does
not possess a tenth part of the learning of his master. He owes
simply to his infallibilist zeal acquired in Rome his elevation to
the Archbishopric of Westminster, to which the Pope appointed
him, in anticipation of his present services, against the will of the
English Catholics and the election of the Bishops. The Roman
correspondent of the Standard having published extracts from
Newman's letter, he took occasion to come forward and say that
he had no wish to conceal that he “deeply deplored the policy,
the spirit, the measures of various persons lay and ecclesiastical,
who are urging the definition of that theological opinion” (of
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papal infallibility), while on the other hand he has “a firm belief
that a greater power than that of any man or set of men will
overrule the deliberations of the Council to the determination
of Catholic and Apostolic truth, and what its Fathers eventually
proclaim with one voice will be the Word of God.”

No one knows better than Newman that, next to the Jesuits,
two of his old Oxford friends and disciples, Manning and Ward,
are the chief authors of the whole infallibilist agitation. Well for
him that he does not live in Manning's diocese! In the English
clerical journals, e.g., the Weekly Register, the fact has lately
several times come to light, that English priests who utter a word
against infallibility are promptly reduced to silence by threats
of suspension and deprivation. Every infallibilist, who has the
power, is also a terrorist, for he feels instinctively that free
and open discussion would be the death of his darling dogma.
Under these circumstances it is very significant that some of the
English Bishops are bold and honest enough to speak their minds
plainly, to the effect that the English Catholics had gained all
their political rights on the repeated assurance, and with the
express condition, that the doctrine of papal infallibility would
not be taught and received in the English Church, and that on
that ground they have felt bound to repudiate this opinion. The
chief among these Bishops are Clifford, Bishop of Clifton, and
Archbishop Errington.5”

| can give you the precise facts of the affair about
Montalembert's Requiem from the most authentic sources, and
it is worth while to do so, for it speaks volumes on the present
state of things. The news of his death had reached Rome some

87 [Archbishop Errington was Cardinal Wiseman's coadjutor with right of
succession, but was arbitrarily deprived of the post by the Pope, on his
declining to resign it. His name was the first of the three sent to Rome by the
Chapter of Westminster for the vacant Archbishopric on Cardinal Wiseman's
death, the other two being Clifford and Grant. All three were passed over in
favour of Dr. Manning.—TR.{FNS]
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hours, when a considerable number of foreigners, chiefly French,
were admitted to an audience with the Pope. Immediately after
the first words of blessing and encouragement, which they had
come to request of him, Pius went on to speak of the man whose
death had just been announced to him, saying that he had done
great services to the Church, “mais il était malheureusement de
ces Catholiques libéraux qui ne sont que demi-catholiques. Il'y
a quelques jours il écrivait des paroles”—here the Pope made
a pause, and then proceeded—"“Enfin, j'espére qu'il est bien
mort”—or probably “qu'il a fait une bonne mort”—*“L'orgueil
était son principal défaut, c'est lui qui I'a égaré.”

While this was going on in the Vatican, Bougaud, one of
the Vicar-Generals of the Bishop of Orleans, was inviting his
countrymen from the pulpit of the French church of St. Louis
to a Requiem for the illustrious dead, to be held next day in
the church of Ara Celi. Archbishop Merode, Grand Almoner of
the Pope and brother-in-law of Montalembert, had so arranged
it, because it is an ancient privilege of the Roman patricians
to have funeral services solemnized for them in this church,
and Montalembert had been named a patrician by Pius ix. in
recognition of his services in restoring the States of the Church
and bringing back the Pope to Rome. He had contributed more
than any of his contemporaries to that restoration, and it was
he whose speech in the National Assembly at Paris in 1848 had
decided the question of the Roman expedition. Bougaud had also
mentioned that. Many had heard on the day before the service
that it had been suddenly forbidden; nevertheless at the appointed
hour in the morning about twenty French Bishops appeared with

many priests and a large assemblage of laymen, the élite of
the French visitors now in Rome. There before the entrance
of the church they found M. Veuillot, the old and implacable
opponent and accuser of Montalembert, standing among a group
of sacristy officials, who announced to all comers that the Pope
had forbidden any service being held or any prayers offered there
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for the departed Count. They thought this incredible and forced
their way into the church, and here the sacristans informed them
that, by special order of the Pope, not only was the intended
Requiem stopped but the usual masses must be suspended, as
long as the French remained in the church. By degrees the
congregation broke up, and about an hour afterwards, when the
church was empty, a French priest contrived to say a low mass
in a side chapel.

It was probably Banneville who intimated to the Pope, at
his audience for taking leave on the 17th, what a feeling this
had created in French circles in Rome, and what impression
it must produce in France. So on the morning of Friday the
18th, to the amazement of the court officials, the Pope went to
Sta. Maria Transpontana, an out-of-the-way church, without his
usual cortége. Several Bishops passed the church on their way
to the Council, and were surprised to see the Pope's carriage
waiting at the door, as they knew nothing of what had taken
him there. In the church the Pope sent orders to a Bishop
to say mass “for a certain Charles,” at which he assisted, and
the following notice then appeared in the Giornale di Roma:
“His Holiness, in consideration of the former services of Count
Montalembert, ordered a mass to be celebrated for him in
Sta. Maria Transpontana, and himself assisted at it from the
tribune.” Meanwhile the journalists were instructed to say in
their correspondence columns, that the prohibition had been
issued, because the Requiem was meant to be made into a
demonstration.®®]

That insinuation implicates Archbishop Merode also, who resides

8 [This explanation, that the Requiem “was intended rather as a political
demonstration than a religious act,” was elaborately insisted on in the Tablet
of March 28, which added the guarded but equally gratuitous statement that
“the Bishop of Orleans, it appears, intended to speak at the funeral service;”
winding up with the somewhat remarkable comment that “the prudence and
the charity (!) of Pius IX.{FNS have been equally conspicuous in the affair.”
The world hardly seems to see it.—TR.{FNS
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in the Vatican, for he had given the order. The charge of
pride, which the Pope brought against Montalembert, will excite
astonishment and something more in France, where it was
precisely his gentleness and modesty that had made him so
universally beloved.



Thirty-First Letter.

Rome, March 21, 1870.—A feeling of weariness, lethargy and
disgust has been forced on many Bishops by the treatment they
have received and the whole course of affairs in the Council up to
this time. The news of its dissolution would be welcome tidings
to their ears. And not only strangers, but many residents here,
would joyfully hail their deliverance from the existing situation;
even one of the Legates said lately that, if the Council were to be
suddenly dissolved by a death, the Church would be freed from a
great distress. The Assembly Hall alone would suffice to disgust
a prelate with the idea of taking part in a Council for the rest
of his life. Yet they are obliged to sit hours in this comfortless
chamber, without understanding what is said. A sense of time
unprofitably wasted is the only result of many a sitting for men,
to whom at home every hour is precious for the care of a large
diocese. They say that, for the first time since Councils came
into being, the Bishops have been robbed of their essential and
inalienable right of free speech on questions of faith; that they
are compelled to vote, but not allowed to give reasons for their
vote and bear witness to the doctrine of their Churches. They
complain that, though they can hand in written observations, no
one but the Commission of twenty-four knows anything about
them, and that for the Council itself and their fellow Bishops
they can do nothing. The Commission will perhaps present a
summary report of a hundred of these memorials and counter
representations, according to the new order of business. This
means that the work carefully matured by a Bishop through
weeks or months of severe study will be summed up in two
or three words, and in the shape it is thrown into by a hostile
Committee. If the Bishops regard it as an intolerable oppression
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at home to have to submit their Pastorals for previous inspection
to their Governments, here they can have nothing printed, even
after it has undergone the censorship.

It is no mere phrase, when the Bishops say in their Protest
against the new order of business that their consciences are
intolerably burdened, and that the GEcumenical character of the
Council is likely to be assailed and its authority fundamentally
shaken (labefacteretur). They consider the arrangement for
deciding doctrines by simply counting heads intolerable, and they
recognise as of immeasurable importance, and the very turning-
point of the whole Council (totius Concilii cardo vertitur), the
question as to the necessary conditions of a definition of faith
binding the consciences of all the faithful. The Pope wants to
have a new article of faith made by the Council, on the acceptance
or rejection of which every man's salvation or condemnation is
henceforth to depend. And now this same Pope has overthrown
the principle always hitherto acknowledged in the Church, that
such decrees could only be passed unanimously, and has made
the opposite principle into a law.

The Opposition Bishops are well aware that any regular
examination and discussion of the infallibility question is
rendered impossible by the nature of the Council Hall and
the plan of voting by majorities. They have therefore proposed
to the Legates that a deputation of several Bishops chosen from
among themselves should be associated with the Commission
on Faith, or with certain Bishops of the majority, to discuss
the form of the decree, and that, when they have come to a
common understanding, the formula as finally agreed upon
should be submitted to the vote of the Council in full assembly.
The authorities will not readily yield to this demand on many
accounts, and chiefly because what Tacitus said of the Roman
people 1800 years ago is well understood at Rome now, “Juvit
credulitatem nox et promptior inter tenebras affirmatio.”

It was a prudent foresight which led the Pope so strictly
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to prohibit the Bishops from printing anything here during the
sitting of the Council; the Jesuits of the Civilta must retain their
exclusive monopoly of free speech. But such conferences as the
minority wished for were no less dangerous than printing, and
would naturally lead to the grounds of their decision being made
public. They have been summoned to affirm, not to deny, and
“promptior inter tenebras affirmatio.” Meanwhile the Germans
say that a thorough sifting of the question is the first thing
necessary to be insisted upon, and that for two reasons: first to
satisfy their own consciences, and secondly for the sake of their
flocks. For they would not think it enough to enforce the new
dogmas on the faithful of their dioceses by mere official acts
and by referring them to the authority of the Council, which is
ultimately reduced to the authority of the Pope, but would feel
bound to give them sufficient reasons for its acceptance; and
they have not been able to discover the cogency of these reasons
themselves. Pius i1x. considers this superfluous. He feels his
infallibility, as he says, and therefore thinks it very scandalous
that the Bishops do not choose to be content with this testimony
of his feeling. However, the negotiations with the Legates about
these conferences are still going on.

It must be allowed that there is not the slightest exaggeration
in the words of the seventy-six protesting Bishops. It is strictly
true that the new order of business, if it is carried out, must
raise the greatest doubts as to the Ecumenical character of the
Council among all thinking Catholics, especially such as are
familiar with the history of Councils. And it is undeniable that
this would excite a terrible disturbance in the Church, a contest
the end of which cannot be foreseen. The Jesuits are now stirring
the fire with the same assiduity and malicious pleasure as their
predecessors in the Order of 1713 and the following years, when
the whole of France and the Netherlands was plunged into a state
of ecclesiastical strife and confusion by the Bull Unigenitus,
which they procured. They enjoy such contests, and have always
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carried them through with the merciless harshness which is
peculiar to them, relying on the strength of their organization.
It may sound hard that the Order should so often be reproached
with making its members at once accusers and bailiffs, but they
would themselves consider this rather a note of praise than of
blame.

The retribution for their conduct in 1713 and afterwards came
in 1763 and 1773. But the Order, or at least its Roman members,
who are all-powerful through the favour of the Pope, have no
fear of such consequences now. A Jesuit can make a home for
his theology, now here now there. If the Order is driven from
one country, it is received into another; its property is moveable
and can be transferred easily and without loss, and moreover it
possesses, so to speak, an itinerant mint in its carefully elaborated
skill in the direction of female souls, whether lodged in male or
female bodies. They are thorough adepts too in the speculations
of the money market, and manage their transactions in banknotes
as successfully as the most practised merchant, so that they are
quietly but surely recovering their prosperity in many cities of
the Italian Kingdom, even in Florence, while all other Orders
have been suppressed there. So they are well equipped and
in excellent spirits for meeting the future. If their system of
doctrine is now raised to full dominion by Pope and Council, and
if they succeed in the next Conclave in procuring the election
of a Pope thoroughly devoted to them and resolved to carry on
the present system, the ship of the Order will ride majestically
on the waves of future events, and fear no storms. A thoroughly
well-informed man has assured us that the Pope said the other
day to a Roman prelate, that “the Jesuits had involved him in this
business of the Council and infallibility, and he was determined
now to go through with it, cost what it might. They must take the
responsibility of the results.” A very similar statement was made
by the Emperor Francis 1. He said that “he could not tell how his
finance minister would answer hereafter for having precipitated
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S0 many men into poverty and misery by establishing a national
bankruptcy.”

For the fourth or fifth time since the opening of the Council,
the ultramontane correspondents have been instructed to say, that
the acoustic defects of the Hall have been remedied through new
arrangements. This is not true; the speeches are never understood
in many parts of the Chamber, not even where the secretaries sit.
Meanwhile the Pope has conceived a desire to appear again in the
midst of the Bishops and hold a Solemn Session. Hitherto he has
been invisible and generally unapproachable to his “venerable
brethren,” as he officially styles them. The last time the assembly
saw him was at the unsuccessful Solemn Session of January 6,
when the Bishops had to go through the useless ceremony of
swearing oaths, in order to fill up the vacant time. For Pius does
not feel that there is the slightest need for ascertaining the views
of the Bishops about the measures in hand, or their wishes and
proposals, and hearing their report of the state of Church matters
in their own countries. He stands too high for that. A French
prelate remarked lately that the Council does not thrive, because
the Pope stands at once too near it and too far from it—so near
that he robs it of all freedom, so far that there is no community
of feeling and views and understanding.

There has never indeed been a period in Church history where
it has been made so palpably plain to the Episcopate how much
the name of “brother,” which the Pontifex gives to every Bishop,
is worth, and how immeasurable is the gulf between the “brother”
on the Roman throne, the Pope-King, and the brother in Paris or
Vienna or Prague.

On the 16th a part of the first Schema was distributed in a
revised form, and a General Congregation was held upon it on
the 18th, at the very time when the Pope was hearing a mass for
Montalembert in reparation for his treatment of the illustrious
dead on the 15th and 16th. He wanted to hold a Solemn Session
on the 25th, and thought there would be some decrees ready to
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be published. In defiance of the order of business the Bishops
had only a day and a half, instead of ten days, allowed them to
get acquainted with the revised text. However, so large a number
of speakers sent in their names, and so many new difficulties
came to light, that Pius had once more to abandon his design
of proclaiming new articles of faith on that day to the expectant
world. It looks as if the fourth month of the Council would
pass by with as little result as the three first. Easter Monday
is already named as the period fixed for publishing the first
doctrinal decree. Meanwhile a new power has been introduced
in the person of the Jesuit, Kleutgen. He had been condemned
some time ago by the Holy Office on account of a scandal in a
convent. But he has now been rehabilitated, as the Jesuits have
no superfluity of theologians, and is to take part in drawing up
the Schemata. The time fixed for sending in representations on
the infallibility decree has been extended for ten days more, to
the 25th. There is no lack of criticisms and counter-statements;
the Bishops, although foreseeing that their intellectual progeny
will be strangled directly after birth, seem anxious to gain the
satisfaction of saying, “dixi et salvavi animam meam.” The
German Bishops remember the assurances they gave at Fulda.
The Archbishop of Cologne reminded the faithful of his diocese,
as late as Feb. 9, of this Pastoral, to set their minds at rest.
To-day, March 21, in view of the infallibilist Schema and the
new order of business, he would no doubt hardly think it prudent
to say any longer to the Germans, “Be confident that the Council
will establish no new dogma, and proclaim nothing which is not
written by faith and conscience on your hearts.” The Germans
will now be curious to see the circumlocutions and explanations
appended, in the fresh Pastorals compiled after the fabrication
of the new dogma, to the Pastoral issued from the tomb of St.
Boniface.

The Bishops should take care that they are not, like the eagle
in the Libyan fable, struck with arrows feathered from their own
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wings. Banneville, who succeeded two men very unacceptable
in Rome, Lavalette and Sartiges, was amicably received, and
found it agreeable to keep on the best footing with Antonelli, and
to treat the whole affair of the Council easily and superficially.
Whatever he said was always very mildly expressed. It was so
convenient to enjoy the favour both of the Pope and the Secretary
of State, and to be commended by the majority of the Council
as a pious and enlightened statesman. The differences between
him and Count Daru were accordingly inevitable. For Daru
appreciates the extent of the danger, not only as a statesman
but as a zealous Catholic, while Banneville's one thought has
ever been to please the Roman authorities, so that a French
prelate said to him shortly before his departure, “Pensiez-vous
que vous étiez ambassadeur aupres de Jésuites?” And thus at last
the necessity of instructing him has been recognised at Paris. But
at the same time Bishop Forcade of Nevers has been sent there,
intrusted with the mission of representing Banneville's conduct
to the Government as exactly right, and advocating the views
and desires of Antonelli and the majority of the Council. He has
told them at Paris that the majority do not want to hear anything
of the admission of a French ambassador to the Council—which
is credible enough—but that the Government has nothing to
fear from the decrees, for the Court of Rome would in any case
respect the Concordat. Antonelli, as may be seen, abides by
his panacea. The only question is whether they are disposed at
Paris to be paid with such diplomatic counters. Meanwhile it has
been rumoured that Count Daru would send a memorial to the
Council. To the Council? Say rather to the Pope and his Secretary
of State. This putting forward of the Council, whose freedom and
self-determination the Roman Court is neither able nor willing
to anticipate, is a device which no one can take seriously. The
Bishop of Orleans in his last publication has pierced a hole in
the mask, which renders it nearly useless. He remarks (p. 54),
“Whatever is to come before the Council can only come through
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the Commission appointed by the Pope, that is ultimately through
himself. He is the master, the sole and absolute master, with
whom it rests to admit a proposal or set it aside.”

Antonelli says that no ambassadors can be admitted, for if it
were conceded to the French, it could not be refused to other
powers, Austria, Bavaria, or even Prussia. He is quite right there.
It has been a main object from the first with this Council to give
a striking example of the entire exclusion of the lay element in
ecclesiastical deliberations. It is just because the Governments
and States are so deeply concerned in the projected decrees,
because their rights and laws and their whole future are affected,
that they are not to be heard or admitted. In presence of the
representative of his Government, many a Bishop would think
twice before assenting to a decree flatly contradicting the laws
and political principles of his country. And then the admission
of ambassadors would break through the mystery, and make the
strict silence imposed on the Bishops almost useless. A large
number of them, and above all the entire Opposition, would be
very glad of this, but for that very reason the ruling powers detest
it the more. As a foretaste and practical illustration of what the
maxims of the Schema de Ecclesia will lead to, when made into
dogmas, it is worth while to notice the decision issued by the Pope
and his Penitentiary in September 1869, when this Schema had
just been drawn up, on the question whether a priest could swear
to observe the Austrian Constitution. To take the oath absolutely
was forbidden; he can only take it with an express reservation
of the laws of the Church, and—uwhich is very significant—he
must state publicly that he only takes the oath, even with this
reservation, by virtue of papal permission. That is a hew and
very important step on the road to be trodden with the aid of
the Council. Every clergyman is to be reminded, and to remind
others, in merely discharging a simple civil obligation, that he
is dependent on the Pope in the matter, and may not properly
speaking swear civil fealty and obedience to the laws without



Thirty-First Letter. 243

papal permission, not even in the conditional form which makes
the oath itself illusory. This is quite after the mind of the Jesuits,
who have always shown a special predilection for the doctrine
that every cleric is not a subject and citizen with corresponding
rights, but simply a subaltern and servant of the Pope. This is a
prologue to the twenty-one Canons of the Schema de Ecclesié.

I have just learnt from the Kdlner Volkszeitung that the chaplain
of a prelate here charges me with a gross falsehood in reference
to the words of the Pope. He appeals to the Paris Union, which
has the words used by the Pope, “Je suis la voie, la vérité, et la
vie,” with the passage inserted by the editor. | had cited the words
from the Observateur Catholique of 1866 (p. 357), where they
are authenticated by the signature of an ear-witness, MacSheeby,
and correspond entirely with the statement of the Union. But
in the Monde, which was not in my reach, a totally different
version is given, which has no similarity to that authenticated by
Roman correspondents in the Union and Observateur, and does
not connect the words, “l am the way,” etc., with the Pope at
all. It must remain uncertain after this whether the version of the
Monde or of the two other journals is the genuine one.
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Rome, March 28, 1870.—The Bishops who have attacked the new
order of business, because it brought into view the possibility
of a dogmatic definition being carried without the consensus
moraliter unanimis, received the desired answer in no doubtful
form at the sitting of Tuesday, the 22d. The measures of the Curia
for a month past have been unmistakably contributing more and
more to produce a worthy and loyal-hearted attitude among the
minority. After long dallying, Rome has brought the secrets of
her policy a little too boldly and conspicuously into view. Hardly
was the domination of the majority in matters of faith fixed by
the stricter regolamento, when the Pope had the proclamation
of his own infallibility proposed in the most arrogant form. On
this followed the attempt to press it to an immediate decision,
and then the determination to admit no ambassadors of the
Governments. |If these proceedings were not enough to lay
bare the perilous nature of the whole situation, the Pope and the
zealots of his party supplied the remaining proof,—the former,
by his conduct about Falloux, about Montalembert on the day the
news of his death arrived, about the Munich theologians in secret
consistory, and about the so-called Liberal or “half-Catholics”
on every occasion; the latter by their growing impatience about
the infallibility definition, and their assurances that there is no
real opposition to this dogma, and that, if there was, it could not
hold its ground after the promulgation had taken place. And so
the opponents of the decree must know at last that they have to
deal with a blind and unscrupulous zeal, not with a theological
system carefully thought out and placed on an intellectual basis;
that the contest has to be carried on against the whole power
and influence of the Pope, and not, as had been maintained
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with transparent hypocrisy, only against the wishes of the noisy
and independent party of the Civilta and its allied journalists.
They begin to use more earnest and manlier language, the
language of clear apprehension and conscientious conviction. If
the comments handed in last week on the Schema de Ecclesia,
and the protests against any hurrying of the discussion on it,
were known to the world, the Catholic Episcopate and the strong
reflux current here would appear in a very different light from
what might be gathered from the previous course of things. Not
a few of these opinions drawn up by the Bishops breathe a truly
apostolic spirit, and deal with the Roman proposals in the tone
of genuine theology. An influential theologian of a Religious
Order has pronounced of one of them, that it exceeds in force and
weight the treatise which appeared in Germany last year, Reform
of the Church in Her Head and Her Members.%® It has been
urged by English prelates that it concerns their honour to resist
the promulgation of a dogma, the explicit repudiation of which
by the Irish Bishops was an efficacious condition of Catholic
Emancipation. The American Protest contains a more threatening
warning than the German, and the German is stronger than the
French.

After these declarations the attitude of the minority was clearly
defined, and invincible by any foe from without. Their contention
is, that no right exists in the Church to sanction a dogma against
the will and belief of an important portion of the Episcopate, and
that only by abandoning any claim to such a right can the Council
be regarded as really (Ecumenical. To be quite consistent, the
minority ought to take no further part in the Council till this point,
on the decision of which they rightly hold its authority to depend,
is settled; for their protest implied the doubt whether they were
taking part in a true or only a seeming Council, whether they were
acting in union with the Holy Ghost or co-operating to carry out

8 Reform der Kirche an Haupt und Gliedern.
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a gigantic and sacrilegious deception. Yet the words expressly
stating this doubt, and making the distinct withdrawal of the
theory of voting dogmas by majorities a condition of any further
participation in the proceedings, were not adopted into any of the
Protests. This implied that the signataries would appear in the
next General Congregation, that they refrained from a suspicious
attitude, and were unwilling to interpret the ambiguous order of
business in malam partem, until facts compelled them to do so.
A conflict which might have such incalculable results was to be
avoided, till necessity made it a positive duty; and that was not
the case as long as a favourable interpretation of the regolamento
continued possible.

Thus the minority committed the strategical blunder of post-
poning a conflict which they saw to be inevitable, and when
they could not know whether any more favourable opportunity
for entering on it for the benefit of the Church would occur in
the future. There is hardly anything doubtful or open to dou-
ble interpretation in the order of business, when more closely
examined. Every Bishop sees quite clearly that it is specially
arranged for overcoming the opposition of the minority, and
will be used without scruple for that end.”® And who knows
how many members of the present Opposition, if once the Curia
applies its last lever, will have strength to resist to extremities?
how many are ready, by humble submission or by resigning
their Sees, to quiet their consciences and sacrifice their flocks to
error? There are men among them better fitted for the contest
against the principle formally enounced in the revised order of
business, than for the contest against infallibility. The Bishop of
Mayence, e.g., passes for one of the strongest and most decided
opponents of the regolamento, which I mention as a point of
great importance at this moment. The resolve of the protesting
Bishops, to avoid the threatened conflict at present, can only

" [The correctness of this prediction was conspicuously illustrated in the coup
of June 3. Cf. infr. Letter lii.—TR.{FNS]
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be justified if another and better opportunity for defending the
cause of the Church occurs in the future course of the Council
and before any decision is arrived at. Had they been willing,
after handing in their protests, to go on quietly joining in the
proceedings, without doing anything to give emphasis to the step
they had taken, they would in fact have bent under the yoke
of the majority. They only needed to keep silent: that implied
everything. For it would necessarily be assumed that they had
withdrawn or forgotten their protests, and to continue to act upon
and submit to the new order of business themselves would imply
that they had renounced their resistance to any of its particular
details. It was therefore all the more essential for them to let it be
clearly known how far their concessions would extend, and what
was their final limit. Unless they did this, they would either seem
not quite sincere, or would have really accepted the regolamento
with its obvious consequences. The Council, the Presidents, the
Pope, the expectant Catholic world without, had a right to know
their real intentions, and whether they meant to adhere to their
declarations. The first voting on the propositions of the Schema
de Fide could not fail to decide this point. Thus it became a
necessity to put this question of principle in the front at the
reopening of the deliberations of the Council.

Meanwhile the concessions of the Presidents and the majority
on some points had elicited a more friendly feeling in the
Opposition.  The discussion on infallibility was postponed,
and the first Schema was returned from the Commission with
important modifications. Even the shameful treatment of
Montalembert could not altogether destroy this conciliatory state
of feeling. Ginoulhiac, the learned Bishop of Grenoble, who was
to be preconised as Archbishop of Lyons on Monday the 21st,
undertook on the 22d to meet the discreet concessions of the
infallibilists in a kindred spirit. He was indeed obliged to make
his speech on the Tuesday, though he had not been preconised
on the day before. The French, who have no Cardinal—for
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Mathieu's custom is to go away at any critical moment, and he
was not then returned—had gladly left to one of the Austrian
Cardinals the less pleasing duty of declaring their attitude towards
the regolamento. Schwarzenberg did but slightly glance at it in
his speech and yet was called to order. Archbishop Kenrick of St.
Louis, one of the most imposing figures in the Council, touched
on the theme more closely, and dwelt on the office of Bishops as
witnesses and judges of faith, in the sense which forms the basis
of the opposition of the minority. Lastly, Strossmayer ascended
the tribune, and then followed a scene which, for dramatic
force and theological significance, almost exceeded anything
in the past history of Councils. He began by referring to that
passage at the opening of the Schema, where Protestantism is
made responsible for modern unbelief—*“systematum monstra,
mythismi, rationalismi, indifferentismi nomine designata.” He
blamed the perversity and injustice of these words, referring to
the religious indifference among Catholics which preceded the
Reformation, and the horrors of the Revolution, which were
caused by godlessness among Catholics, not among Protestants.
He added that the able champions of Christian doctrine among
the Protestants ought not to be forgotten, to many of whom
St. Augustine's words applied, “errant, sed bona fide errant;”
Catholics had produced no better refutations of the errors
enumerated in the Schema than had been written by Protestants,
and all Christians were indebted to such men as Leibnitz and
Guizot.

Each one of these statements, and the two names, were
received with loud murmurs, which at last broke out into a storm
of indignation. The President, De Angelis, cried out, “Hicce non
est locus laudandi Protestantes.” And he was right, for the Palace
of the Inquisition is hardly a hundred paces from the place where
he was speaking. Strossmayer exclaimed, in the midst of a great
uproar, “That alone can be imposed on the faithful as a dogma,
which has a moral unanimity of the Bishops of the Church in its
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favour.” At these words a frightful tumult arose. Several Bishops
sprang from their seats, rushed to the tribune, and shook their
fists in the speaker's face. Place, Bishop of Marseilles, one of
the boldest of the minority and the first to give in his public
adhesion to Dupanloup's Pastoral, cried out, “Ego illum non
damno.” Thereupon a shout resounded from all sides, “Omnes,
omnes illum damnamus.” The President called Strossmayer to
order, but he did not leave the tribune till he had solemnly
protested against the violence to which he had been subjected.
There was hardly less excitement in the church outside than in
the Council Hall. Some thought the Garibaldians had broken
in: others, with more presence of mind, thought infallibility had
been proclaimed, and these last began shouting “Long live the
infallible Pope!” A Bishop of the United States said afterwards,
not without a sense of patriotic pride, that he knew now of one
assembly still rougher than the Congress of his own country.

This memorable day has already become the subject of myths,
and so it is no longer possible to define with certainty how many
prelates were hurried into these passionate outbreaks. Some
speak of 400, some of 200; others again say that the majority
disapproved of the interruption. The excitement was followed
next day by a profound stillness, which was not broken even
when Haynald and the North American Bishop Whelan said very
strong things. It seemed as if a sense of what they owed to
the dignity of the Council and a feeling of shame had got the
better of those turbulent spirits. But enough has occurred to
show the world what spirit prevails here, and what sort of men
they are who support infallibilism. That up to this time this
Council does not deserve the respect of the Catholic world, is
the least point; it is of more importance, that an internal split in
the Church is more and more revealing itself. Henceforth it will
no longer be possible to throw in the teeth of genuine Catholics
their compromising or dishonourable solidarity with error and
lies, for this has given place to an open and avowed opposition.
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On one side stands the small but morally powerful band of those
who accept Strossmayer's noble words with head and heart, on
the other a crowd of “abject”’! fanatics and sycophants. This
division is of supreme significance for the future course of the
Council, because it strengthens and consolidates the minority
in their harmony and determination, and obliges them to take a
further step, as soon as the majority have made it unmistakably
clear that they will not acknowledge and respect their claim to
prevent a dogmatic definition.

The Presidents, by denouncing Strossmayer's speech but not
the interruption of it, as it was their duty to do, gave evidence
of an undisguised partiality, and justly incurred the suspicion
of sympathizing with the shouters and not with the speaker,
and thinking the proclamation of infallibility allowable without
the moral unanimity of the Council. Accordingly a categorical
demand was sent in to them to declare themselves on this point,
and, in case of their giving no answer, another last step is
reserved, which will have the nature of an ultimatum and will
bring the Ecumenicity of the Vatican Council to a decisive test.
And so it may be said that the Bishops of the minority have

delayed but not wavered. The moment for a decisive move,
which may test the existence of the Council, must come when
a dogmatic decree has to be voted on. This crisis seemed to
have arrived on Saturday, March 26, when the preamble of the
Schema de Fide was to have been voted on. Various amendments
had been proposed, one very important one by Bishop Meignan
of Chalons, in which the Fathers were designated as definers of
the decrees, and another equally important, implicitly containing
infallibility, by Dreux-Brézé, Bishop of Moulins. Moreover this
preamble contained the obnoxious passages immortalized by the
glowing eloguence of Strossmayer. The antagonistic principles
seemed to have reached their ultimate point. VVotes were to be

™ This word (niedertréchtigen) was lately used by a German Bishop.
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taken on dogmatic decrees before any agreement had been come
to on the necessary conditions of such voting. At the last moment
the Presidents resolved to evade the crisis. The very day before
the sitting, Friday, March 25, Cardinal Bilio went to the authors
of the amendments and persuaded them to withdraw them, and
so on Saturday the text of the preamble was brought forward
without any amendment. Nor was there any voting on that either,
but they passed at once to the discussion on the first chapter of
the Schema, in which the Primate of Hungary (Simor) made an
adroit and conciliatory speech as advocate of the Commission on
Faith. The debate then proceeded. By the eleventh article of the
new order of business, every separate part of a Schema must be
voted on before the next can come on for discussion.

It was a breach of this rule to pass on straight to the first
chapter of the Schema, without having voted on the preamble.
The Bishops asked themselves what this meant. Was it intended,
by the withdrawal of the amendments and the abandonment of
the discussion, to declare the preamble tacitly accepted? Was it
intended to correct that objectionable passage? But the wording
of the regolamento was too strict to allow of that being done
except in the General Congregation. It seemed at any rate as if
more prudent counsels had prevailed and it was intended to avert
the dreaded contest on the main principle by concessions, so as to
pass such decrees as were possible, that they may be unanimously
promulgated in the Easter session. Thus time would be gained
for loosening the compact phalanx of the Opposition, and at the
same time getting it more deeply implicated in a compromising
actual acceptance of the new order of business, in its form as
well as its spirit. This double danger is always imminent, but in
fact the Opposition as yet has suffered no loss.

We are at the end of the fourth month of the Council, and
yet they have not dared to put one decree to the vote. The
amendments, which were so obnoxious, have disappeared. The
passage about unbelief being the offspring of Protestantism,
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which Strossmayer assailed, will perhaps be corrected, though
in an irregular manner. The simple and sanguine spirits among
the Opposition Bishops exult over a victory obtained. One of the
most famous of them exclaimed, “It is clear the Holy Ghost is
guiding the Council.”



Thirty-Third Letter.

Rome, March 30, 1870.—Yesterday (the 29th) the first voting in
Council took place, on the preamble of the Schema de Fide. As |
told you in my last letter, this preamble had been objected to by
Strossmayer on account of the passage representing rationalism,
indifferentism, the mythical theory of the Bible and unbelief
as consequences of Protestantism. Several amendments had
been proposed; two of them | have mentioned already, one
introduced by Bishop Meignan of Chalons, substituting for a
mere approbation of the decree a statement expressly guarding
the right of the Episcopate to define,—the other, proposed by
Dreux-Brézé, designed to smuggle in the infallibilist doctrine
in a form requiring a sharpsighted eye to detect it.”> Many
infallibilists had reckoned on the victory of their dogma last
week by means of this amendment. The Presidents had got
some of the amendments withdrawn on Friday, the 25th, but
these two they suffered to remain. They were equally sure
that the first would be rejected and the second accepted by
the majority; nay they counted on a far larger majority for the
passage implying infallibility than for the rejection of Meignan's
proposal, and hoped that this occasion would tend to bring to
light unmistakably the power and extent of the infallibilist party.

At the beginning of the sitting of Saturday, the 26th, the
exact regulations for the method of voting were first read out,

"2 The original text ran: “Quéa sane benignitate ipsius ac providentia factum est,

ut ex Ecumenicis omnibus Conciliis, et ex Tridentino nominatim amplissima
in universam Catholicam Familiam utilitas dimanaverit;” the amendment of
Dreux-Brézé runs: “Qua sane benignitate ipsius ac providentia factum est,
ut licet omnibus Ecclesiae necessitatibus per ordinarium Summi Pontificis
regimen et magisterium satis fuerit provisum, tamen ex Ecumenicis omnibus
Conciliis,” etc.
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and this was repeated a second time to preclude any risk of
misapprehension. Yet it was announced immediately afterwards
that there would be no voting, and this unexpected change was
made during the Session and in presence of the Fathers. There
had in fact been a kind of fermentation going on since Tuesday,
the 22nd, when Strossmayer's affair occurred. The justice of
his criticism on the passage about Protestantism and unbelief
had become evident to many; at least fifteen Bishops made
representations to the President about it as late as the Friday.
According to a very widely-spread report, one of them was the
Bishop of Orleans and the other the Bishop of Augsburg. But
in spite of this, and of the prospect of a catastrophe, which the
union of the Germans made imminent, they seem to have gone
into Saturday's sitting firmly resolved not to yield. Yet a last
attempt succeeded. After the mass, when all were assembled, a
Bishop handed in a paper with a few lines to the Presidents, on
which two of them at once left the Hall. Meanwhile the order of
the day and the method of voting was read out. On their return
the decision was announced; the preamble was withdrawn to be
amended. It was an English Bishop whose paper produced such
important results.”®

On Monday, the 28th, the preamble was distributed in
its revised form; Dreux-Brézé's objectionable amendment had
disappeared, the passage about Protestantism was altered, and
even the style was improved. Primate Simor, speaking in the
name of the Commission, had already stated officially that the
Bishops were at liberty to subscribe the decrees by definiens
subscripsi, i.e., to use the ancient conciliar formula by which
the Bishops used to describe themselves as defining the decrees.
And thus the principle for which Meignan, Strossmayer, and
Whelan had contended, was conceded. In this form and after
these concessions the preamble could no longer be opposed.

" [It is understood to have been Bishop Clifford of Clifton.—TR.{FNS]
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The strength of the minority has been proved, though in an
irregular manner. But obviously this gives an opening to the
majority for similarly setting aside the order of business when
it is inconvenient for themselves. Beyond a doubt the spirit
of conciliation has triumphed over all opposition at the critical
moment. And it may be distinctly said that this result was
attained, partly through the firm attitude of the minority, partly
through the prudent and abundantly justified yielding of the
Presidents. By this discreet procedure they have declined all
responsibility for the conduct of those who, on Tuesday the 22d,
would hear of no objections to that portion of the preamble. And
their doing this so decidedly makes their silence on the other
matter, which caused such an outbreak, the more surprising, and
some explanation of it is all the more necessary.

The amended preamble was then accepted unanimously. But
the chapter De Deo Creatore did not pass so easily, though it
might have been expected that, at the end of four months, the
Bishops would have arrived at some agreement on that point.
The main difficulty arose from the tendency again to smuggle
in statements favourable to infallibility, and paving the way for
its definition by a sidewind. The first paragraph, e.g., opens
thus, “Sancta Romana Catholica Ecclesia credit et confitetur
unum esse Deum verum et vivum, Creatorem cceli et terree.”
Two amendments were proposed on this: (1.) “Proponitur, ut
initio capitis primi simpliciter dicatur, ‘Sancta Catholica Ecclesia
credit et confitetur,”” etc. (2.) “Proponitur, ut in capite primo
verba ‘Romana Catholica Ecclesia’ transferantur, ita ut legatur
‘Catholica atque Romana Ecclesia.” Sin autem non placuerit
Patribus, ut saltem comma interponatur inter verba Romana et
Catholica.” There was a great deal of discussion about this word
“Romana.” The German Opposition Bishops exhibit a better
organization than the French. In spite of the great majority,
it was announced that the voting would be only provisional, a
“suffragatio provisoria,” and it is probable that the first chapter
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will be revised in this point, as in several others, before being
presented for definitive acceptance.

It is very noteworthy that the Italian Government has made
no attempt to utilize the new complications, and the introduction
of a new system of policy in France very hostile in principle to
Roman absolutism. The Roman question has gone to sleep at the
moment when a solution seemed to be in view. Indifference has
taken the place of zeal at the very time when zeal had a prospect
of success. Nowhere is the reason of this seeming apathy better
understood than at Rome. The Italians are patient, because they
see the settlement approaching in the natural course of things
and without violence: they know that with the death of Pius 1x. a
far-reaching change must ensue. His successor will enter on the
difficult inheritance under very different conditions.

The change of sovereigns will, in another point of view, be
a very critical transition for the system dominant here. There is
no point the non-Italian Episcopate with the foreign Cardinals
and the Great Powers, are so united upon as throwing open the
Curia and the Sacred College to foreigners. A Papal election
under present circumstances might be very dangerous for the
centralization policy. The hardly-won domination of that party
which Pius 1x. has made into his instrument would be menaced,
for after a long pontificate an election is always a reaction and
not a continuation. The numerous elements of opposition, which
have so long been suppressed, combine then for mutual aid.
Pius 1x. has created the College of Cardinals himself, but his
successor will be the creation of the College. The ruling party
runs the risk of getting a Pope who will no longer serve it and
carry on its policy, and it is certain that the next Pope will
be much weaker than the present one in his relations with the
Governments, the Cardinals and the Episcopate. Much, very
much, of the present resources of the Papacy depends on the
person of Pius 1x., and will be buried with him. It is the interest of
all who are concerned in the continuance of the existing system,
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that his personal influence should survive his reign.

He alone can hand on to his successor his own special
connection with France, and he alone can secure the choice
of a successor in the Jesuit interest. But, to accomplish that, he
must survive his own pontificate, must himself fix on the desired
successor, must himself inaugurate him and support him with the
whole weight of his personal influence. And thus the bold and
ingenious device has been started of Pius ix. abdicating, and a
new election being held during his life. It is said not to be quite
a new project; in the honeymoon of the Council, just after the
New Year, it first began to be somewhat inconsiderately spoken
of. Pius i1x. is nearly eighty, two years older than is generally
said. He was elected June 16, 1846, and will therefore, on June
16, 1870, complete the twenty-fourth year of his pontificate.
But there is an old saying, universally believed in Rome, that
no Pope will reign twenty-five years, as it was the exclusive
privilege of St. Peter to be Pope for a quarter of a century.
“Non numerabis annos Petri.” It is a fact that none of the 255
predecessors of the present Pope has held office for twenty-five
years; even those elected at thirty-seven, like Innocent ni. and
Leo x., died earlier. So according to this belief, which is not
confined to the vulgar, Pius has only one year more to live. But
in spite of his age he is healthy and wonderfully strong, and, as
he belongs to a long-lived family, he has the prospect of still
living some time, only not as reigning Pope. It is no pleasing
prospect for a man, in whose character there is a large element
of amour propre, to be treated as the setting sun, while all are
speculating on his speedy death. It would be another thing, at the
very moment of his glorious triumph over the Council and after
gaining infallibility, to resign it, to decline to enjoy his success,
to renounce this mighty power in the first moment of fruition,
and to transfer the splendid inheritance to the hands of a younger
man. Thus next June might witness the most brilliant jubilee, and
an example be given of such imposing grandeur that the world
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has seen nothing like it, of such wisdom and eventful significance
that the present system would be immortalized and become the
heirloom of the Papacy for all ages. The Pope would retire
into a glorious privacy, like the founder of the North American
Republic after his second Presidentship, and taste the honours
of an ex-Pope, unequalled by any former ceremonial splendour,
and close his days in a position of unprecedented elevation. This
seductive dream has found little aliment in the course of the
Council hitherto. The plan would be at bottom a conspiracy
against existing law, against Cardinals, Governments, and the
Episcopate, and notwithstanding its dazzling lustre, would make
the very worst impression on the Council. A victorious Pope
might conceivably attempt to carry it out, but in the present
situation it would be a dangerous challenge.

The abdication of a Pope is not without precedent in history. In
1294 a Pope took this step, which has never since been repeated,;
Celestine v. resigned the papal office, to which he felt himself
unequal. After a long and quarrelsome Conclave, the Cardinals,
at their wits' end, had elected the pious recluse of Einsiedlen, and
dragged him from his mountain home; a few months later they
got tired of him and urged him to abdicate, and he complied.
Many doubted whether a Pope could resign; they thought that,
according to the law established by the Popes themselves in the
decretals, no Pope could dissolve of his own power the bond
which unites him to the Church and the Church to him. It would
require a superior in the hierarchy to do this, and none such exists.
It had first therefore to be decided that a Pope could resign, and
Celestine settled this by a special Bull. After that he solemnly
and publicly laid down his office. Boniface viii. succeeded, who
shut up the unfortunate man in a mountain fastness, where he
died soon afterwards in a damp unhealthy dungeon.

In the strictly initiated circles, where the above project is most
definitely spoken of, the man selected by Pius for his successor is
also known; it is Cardinal Bilio, aged forty-four, who possesses
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the confidence equally of the Pope and the Jesuits. He edited
the Syllabus, and assisted the Jesuits in drawing up the first
Schema; in short, Pius would have the satisfaction of reckoning
securely on his carrying on the present system for many years.
Of course, even if the seventeen or eighteen vacant Cardinals'
Hats were given to men pledged to this scheme, it would still
remain a question whether Pius could succeed in still controlling
the Conclave after his abdication. Many think that the Cardinals
would then, as has so often happened, elect a very aged man, and
Cardinal de Angelis is named as the likeliest to be chosen.
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Rome, April 10, 1870.—When it became known that the Solemn
Session for accepting and proclaiming the first dogmatic decrees
was to be held, not on the 11th April as first intended, but on the
24th, the question of how this interval should be used came to
the front. For the moment general attention is directed towards
Paris. The answer of Cardinal Antonelli, drawn up by Franchi,
Archbishop of Thessalonica in partibus and one of the most
active curialists in the affairs of the Council, arrived there March
24. According to the account of a French statesman, it produced
the impression of being intended for a medigval king, who could
neither read nor write. The two main points in it are—(1.) that
the Canones de Ecclesia contain no new claims and do not affect
States which have a Concordat at all, and (2.) that no ambassador
can be admitted to the Council.

The French Government oscillated a long time between the
counsels of different advisers. The Bishop of Nevers represented
the middle party, at whose head stands Cardinal Bonnechose; the
Bishop of Constantine and afterwards the Bishop of Coutances
might, as members of the Opposition, have come to a similar
opinion. At first the plan found favour of not sending any special
ambassador to the Council, but accrediting the ambassador to the
Pope for the Council also. France would thereby have gained the
start of Prussia, for it was hardly to be supposed that a Protestant
diplomatist would claim the right of entering the Council. So
much more important became the question, whether the Marquis
de Banneville, who had meanwhile gone to Paris to justify his
policy of inaction, would be superseded, or sent back to Rome in
this double capacity, and therefore with increased powers. The
latter course would be a significant concession to the inflexible
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Pope, a decided gain for the majority, and therefore a sensible
blow for the Opposition. It would be a practical proof that Rome
had only to resist, in order to intimidate France, and that the
Imperial Government renounced all further interference with the
Council. That was so obvious that a host of candidates for this
weighty and honourable office were proposed to the minister.
Baroche is said to have wished for it; Cornudet, a friend of
Montalembert's, was much talked of, as well as Corcelles and
Latour d'Auvergne, two men who seemed particularly well fitted
to make the change of persons more acceptable at Rome. For
some time the Duke of Broglie had the best prospect of it, who
stands high among the Catholic laity as a political historian
and student of Church history and the Fathers, but as a Liberal
Catholic he belongs to the party the Pope hates above all others
just now. To appoint him would have been at once to identify
the French Government with the minority, and might, instead of
conciliating, have led to results most abhorrent to the amiable
and pious character of the Duke.

It was also a prevalent opinion that qualifications should be
first attended to, and the best head among French statesmen
be intrusted with this important mission—that men should be
chosen like Rouher or Thiers, who had done service to the
temporal power, but who stood quite aloof from the internal
feuds of parties. To accredit them would make the withdrawal
of the Romanizing Banneville less surprising and less irritating
to the Curia. The Bishops of the middle party wanted the place
for one of themselves. But they are not a body in much favour
at Paris, and it was intimated to them that the best qualified
prelates are not to be found in their ranks. Their representative,
the Bishop of Nevers, came back in a state of irritation from
Paris, where he is said to have found only three adherents of
papal infallibility, two of whom were women. It is conjectured
that the third was the Nuncio Chigi, who has affirmed that all
Paris will illuminate the day the dogma is proclaimed.
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The proposal for a Conference emerged again in the French
Cabinet, but was rejected as inappropriate, for it would
necessarily betray the weakness of a disunited ministry. At
last the plan was adopted of sending a preliminary answer to
Antonelli's letter, and waiting for the result of this before fixing
on an ambassador. And so it was resolved at the beginning of
April to draw up a note, which might at the same time be laid
before the other powers, and serve as the basis for common
action. It was communicated to the various Governments during
last week, and is said to have been brought to Rome to-day by
the Marquis de Banneville. But the Empress had meanwhile sent
to Rome to get a more definite and authentic report of the views
of the Bishops. But the answer did not reach Paris till after the
note had been drawn up and despatched.

The only answer the minority needed to give was to
communicate to the Government the various memorials they had
presented to the Council, for these documents indicate the only
policy which can be pursued with success, and which must be
pursued. They deal not only with purely theological questions,
but with the management of the Council, with questions of
freedom and right which concern the lay world as much as the
clergy. It is in the nature of things that the Governments should
follow the lead of the Opposition, for to fall short of this would
be to sacrifice their Bishops, while to go beyond it would be
unjustifiable and dangerous.

It has now been again declared on the part of the minority, that
their freedom is encroached upon by the order of business and
the way the Presidents conduct affairs. The changes they asked
for were not made, and their protests remained unanswered.
In the opinion of many Bishops the legitimate freedom of the
Council no longer exists, and over a hundred have said plainly
that it would not be regarded as Ecumenical, if the question of
making dogmatic definitions on faith and morals against the will
of the minority is left doubtful. And this doubt, so far from
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being removed, has been changed into certainty at Rome. The
Presidents passed over the demand of the Opposition in silence,
although it threatened and called in question the very existence
of the Council; they did not protect Strossmayer against the rude
interruption which followed on his asserting the necessity for
unanimity, but rather sided with it. The official press has openly
attacked this view of the minority. Antonelli maintains the right
of the Pope to make into a dogma the precise contrary of what
the Council has unanimously accepted. According, therefore, to
the well-known declarations already made by the minority, the
Council has lost the character of Ecumenicity, and the See of
Rome has abandoned the ground of Catholicism.

The various States must direct their attention to these points
within these limits. They may pronounce in favour of the
prorogation or reformation of the Council, but they cannot
recognise it under its present conditions on any strictly Catholic
principles. But to desire reforms now, after the experience of four
months, during which the dominant spirit has manifested itself
with such unscrupulous audacity, and after the determination to
force through the infallibilist system in doctrine and practice in
its crudest form by deceit and violence has become unmistakably
clear, would betray a rare simplicity. The whole thing is settled
by the question about majorities; and on that point, after what
has passed, Rome can hardly yield now without giving up her
claims altogether. An infallibility, which is subject to the veto of
the minority of Bishops, ceases to be infallibility; the condition
of moral unanimity in the Episcopate excludes it. And so the
Council could not be saved without involving the Curia in
a contradiction. A Council dominated by a Pope who holds
himself infallible is a priori a nonentity. The Governments can
only help it by securing it a speedy euthanasia. If they wished
to act worthily and sincerely and in accordance with the gravity
of the situation, they would have to declare, in union with the
most influential Bishops, that the arbitrary and crooked way of
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managing the Council makes the establishment of any important
decrees impossible; that the Vatican Council has lost all moral
authority in the eyes of the world, and that the best thing would
be to put an end to it with the least sacrifice of its dignity.

The Governments might use such language, but only after
an open breach between the minority and the Presidents. The
minority must have spoken their last word, and they have not
done so yet. The interest of the Catholic Church requires that
the Bishops should have the necessary time for forming and
carrying out their resolutions, and that the crisis should not be
precipitated by a catastrophe. The Council can do no good by the
decrees fathered on it, but it has already done much good by the
declarations of different sections of its members, by the speeches
of individual Bishops, and the spirit manifested by a portion
of them, and it will do much more very shortly. More than
once have words been spoken there which have fired millions
of hearts, have strengthened the bond of love and unity among
Christians, and have openly indicated the real defects and the real
remedies required for them. This seed of a better future in the
Catholic Church will not be lost, but will bring forth abundant
fruit. In each successive utterance genuine Catholic principles
have come out more and more clearly, as the progress of the
combat has forced them on the minority. The false problems,
only hypocritically pre-arranged to be laid before the Council,
disappear more and more. It becomes more and more clearly
ascertained and acknowledged, that the contest is one of first
principles, for the maintenance of divine truths and institutions
against arbitrary violence and impudent deceit.

New declarations on the rights of the State and the conditions
of a really Ecumenical Council, directly condemning the new
Roman system of the Syllabus and Infallibilism, may perhaps
appear in a few days. While in the highest degree critical and
threatening for the Council, they might form the basis of sounder
developments for the future. If particular States are to bring the
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matter to a decisive issue, it seems desirable that the Bishops
should come forward with their resolutions designed to promote
this end.
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Thirty-Fifth Letter.

Rome, April 12, 1870.—Veuillot says, in the Univers of April
2, that there are three great “devotions” in Rome, the Holy
Sacrament, the holy Virgin, and the Pope. For the moment,
and in regard to the Council and all that concerns the Curia,
the devotion to the Pope is of course the chief affair. How
that devotion may best be erected into the supreme law of
religious thought and feeling—how to effect that henceforth, in
all questions of the spiritual life, every one shall turn only to
Rome and take his orders and look for certainty from thence
alone—this is the task the Council has to achieve; all else is
subordinate, or is merely the means to an end.

Next to the Jesuits Veuillot is unquestionably the man to
whom infallibilism is chiefly indebted; and when it is made a
dogma, a grateful posterity must give honourable place to his
name among the promulgators of the new article of faith. He
is much too modest, when he says his role in the Church is
only that of the door-keeper who drives out the dogs during
divine service. Veuillot is much more to his readers than any
Father of the Church. Continual dropping hollows out the stone,
and for years past Veuillot has been familiarizing his readers,
in numberless articles where the copious verbiage concealed the
poverty of thought, with the notion that papal infallibility is the
first and greatest of all truths. His journal is read even in Rome
in the highest circles, and read by those who read nothing else,
except perhaps Margotti's Unita Cattolica.

The Univers is very successful in the business of stirring up the
inferior clergy against their bishops in the dioceses of Opposition
prelates, and getting them to present addresses in favour of
infallibilism. In the number of April 2, e.g., they are directed to
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get their petitions for the new dogma sent here through the Paris
nunciature, and to take particular care that they are printed—"“de
plus, il importe de les publier.” The Monde has invented a
peculiar means of advancing the good cause. It announces that
the Freemasons are the people who disseminate writings against
papal infallibility, and then intimates to the Italian Bishops the
important fact that the minority of the Council are affiliated to
Masonic Lodges.

The Unita Cattolica, the organ of Margotti, the Italian VVeuillot,
has 15,000 subscribers and 100,000 readers, and has more
influence than all the 256 Italian Bishops put together. Their
pastorals are powerless as compared with this daily paper, and
they themselves are divided between their fear of the powerful
Margotti and their regard for the judgment of the educated
classes. But as most of these last are indifferentists, and give
no moral support to a Bishop, the journalists carry the day, who
treat every opponent of the pet Roman dogma as Veuillot does.

An Anglican clergyman named Edward Husband, who not
long since became a Catholic, has again left the Church, because
the dispute about papal infallibility and the extravagant cultus
of Mary were too great scandals for him. It is only to the
exasperation caused by proceedings at Rome, as an English
statesman has written word, that we owe the passing in the House
of Commons by a majority of two of a Bill for the civil inspection
of Convents, which had always previously been rejected. The
minority had done their best to avert it, but were overruled, and
Newdegate—a person who was hitherto almost regarded as a
joke—triumphed. All reports from England confirm the belief
that this is only one symptom of the hostile state of feeling
rapidly spreading there. Among English statesmen there is not
one, within the memory of man, who has shown such sympathy
for Catholics and their Church as Gladstone, as neither have any
had so extensive a knowledge of theological and ecclesiastical
questions. Yet he too took occasion, during the debate of April
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1 on the Irish Education question in the Commons, to speak
his mind on the tendencies of the Roman Jesuit party. After
quoting an unfavourable comment of his former colleague, Sir
George Grey, on the demands of the Irish Bishops, he proceeded
to say, with raised voice and in most emphatic tones, amid
the “loud cheers” of the House, that “events have occurred and
are occurring, in a great religious centre of Europe, of such a
character that it is impossible for a statesman to feel himself
in nearer proximity with the opinions of the Roman Catholic
Hierarchy than he stood four years ago.”’#

I have already pointed out that, as soon as the new articles of
faith are defined, their effects will be manifested in the education
question throughout pretty well the whole of Europe. This
enrichment of the creed will at once be repaid with losses and
humiliations of the Church in the popular schools, and in the
whole system of education. In England this is making itself
felt already. The agitation for secularizing the schools, the
immense majority of which have hitherto been denominational,
gains continually in force and range under the influence of the
news from Rome. The Daily News, e.g., said that the fact of
ultramontanes desiring denominational schools was quite enough
to convince Protestants of the superiority of secular and national
schools. Yet Manning goes on asserting in the Vatican, that
the infallibilist dogma will be the powerful magnet to draw
Protestants by thousands into the Church. They are only too glad
to believe him.

You know already that the Roman Jesuits have declared it, in
the last number of the Civilta, to be a wicked error to require
moral unanimity of the Council for a dogmatic decree. They call
it a Gallican heresy to make the consent of the whole Church,
or the whole Council, a condition of dogmatic decisions. A
simple majority is quite enough, for it is ultimately the will and

 See Times for April 2, 1870.
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mind of a single individual, viz., the Pope, wherein resides the
whole force and authority of the decision. If he assents to the
judgment of a minority of the Bishops, it thereby becomes a
law of faith for the whole Christian world; but if the majority is
with him, all shadow of doubt vanishes. Whenever a controversy
arises, whether in the scattered or assembled Church, it is the
Pope's office to settle the difference by his decisive sentence,
and to say, “This is truth: whoever believes it belongs to the
Church, and whoever believes not, let him be accursed.” Once
again it is clear that the Jesuits are of a different mind from the
rest of the world. The world supposes that the Pope is to be
declared infallible by the Council, and that only then will this
infallibility become an universal article of faith. The Jesuits of the
Civilta, on the contrary, think that the Pope—and he alone—is
already and ever has been infallible, and that all authority in
matters of faith is merely a light streaming forth from him and
merging in his authority; the sole ultimate ground on which the
Council, whether unanimously or by a majority, can declare the
Pope infallible is because it knows that former Popes have held
themselves to be infallible, and that the present Pope believes in
and “feels” his own infallibility. And thus on the Jesuit theory
we have the symbol of eternity, the snake biting its own tail.
Why must we regard the Pope as infallible? Because he says
so, and every one must believe his word on pain of damnation.
Why must we believe his word? Because he is infallible. And
why are the Bishops of the whole world summoned to Rome?
To bear witness to this logic of the Jesuits and the Curia, much
like the compurgators in German law. The Pope affirms, “I am
infallible,” and the 700 Bishops affirm that he is a trustworthy
witness, and because he says so it is certain. The infallibilist
Bishops admit the new theory of the legal force of dogmatic
decrees of a majority. They too say, “When the Pope adheres to
the majority, the article of faith is already defined, and to reject
it is heresy.” They too revolve in the logical circle of the Jesuits.
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“Infallibility is always on the side taken by the Pope.”

The pretence of impartiality maintained for some time by the
Vatican, and under which Antonelli sheltered himself against
diplomatic inquiries and warnings, has now been abandoned.
The Pope has taken his side in the most emphatic way; he
feels and denounces as a personal injury every hesitation about
the projected dogma, and his expressions of displeasure grow
constantly bitterer, and are sedulously disseminated, so that
many Bishops are already terrified or driven into the infallibilist
camp by the dread of his biting reproaches, for his words are
immediately spread about in their dioceses and pass like a
coin from hand to hand. Every work that appears anywhere
in favour of his pet dogma is rewarded and sanctioned by
a commendatory papal Brief, as being excellent, profoundly
learned and conclusive, while the opponents of the dogma are
branded in these documents as fools, blind or wicked assailants
of what they inwardly know to be the truth. The Univers
lately contained three such papal missives on the same day.”®
Meanwhile the opportunity of an allocution is seized for whetting
the consciences of the Bishops of the minority, and telling the
world how impure are the motives of their opposition, and how
virtuous and noble-hearted are the prelates of the majority, the
Italians and Spaniards. On March 28, the Osservatore Romano
published a speech addressed by Pius to the Oriental prelates and
papal vicars of the Latin rite, in which he said, totidem verhbis,
that in the representative of Christ was renewed what happened
to Christ Himself before the tribunal of Pilate. Pilate suffered
himself to be terrified by the assurance that, if he delivered
Christ, he was no friend of Ceesar, and gave him up through fear
of men. And so now, when the principles of eternal life and
the rights of the Church and the Papal See are at stake, they are
attacked by men who call themselves friends of Cesar, but are

" [The English Tablet and Dublin Review have received similar papal
commendations.—TR.{FNS]
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really friends of the Revolution. “Be united,” added the Pope,
“with me, and not with the Revolution, and be not misled by
the desire for popularity and applause; to me and not to public
opinion must your minds be directed (poiche dovete tener rivolte
le menti a me e non alla opinione publica). Put no trust in your
own lights.” And he concluded, “On the basis of humility we will
fight for the kingdom of God, without despairing and without
fear of error.”

Thus does Pius lay bare the egotism and cowardice of the
Bishops who demur to infallibility. They are afraid of conflicts
with the modern State, which is the product of the Revolution,
and are loath to alienate the educated classes of the Church,
which is mere popularity-hunting. Pius is in earnest in what he
says about humility, and applies it to himself as well as others;
he frequently says that he too is a poor sinner, who has his
place in the great hospital of diseased and sinful humanity, but
with this difference,—in all other mortals sin begets error as its
necessary consequence, but not with him. He is indeed a sinner,
but in his case sin, through a special miracle, has no influence
on the intellect, and when he feels his own infallibility, it would
be presumptuous to dream of any self-exaltation or flattering
illusion.

It is of course understood that other and very various methods
are also being made use of to diminish the numbers of the
Opposition. Leave of absence is most readily accorded to them.
It has become visible now to the blindest eye that the infallibilist
dogma is the real object of the Council, for which alone it was
convoked. The great aim hitherto in all sessions and votings
has been gradually and imperceptibly to bring the Bishops to
the point of practically accepting the decisions of the majority
on questions of faith, and to get them to let the critical moment
for protest and refusal of participation slip by unused. By this
means precedents are created, and when the crucial question of
infallibility comes on, they will be told that they have already
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virtually conceded the principle, and it is now too late to deny it.

The Governments have made it quite clear that it is only
encroachments on the secular and civil domain, such as the
relations of Church and State, and especially the twenty-one
canons, which give them any anxiety, and have led them to
make representations and protests. They disclaim all intention
of meddling with questions of pure dogma, and therefore leave
untouched the infallibilist theory, which Count Beust regards as
a mere internal question of Church doctrine. This admission
breaks off the point of all diplomatic arrows shot from Vienna,
Paris, or anywhere else, for with infallibility the Curia possesses
all it wants for the attainment of its ends and the extension of
its power over the social and political domain. Prévost-Paradol
justly remarked the other day in the Journal des Débats, “The
ministers who are so ready to let the infallibilist dogma slip
through their fingers seem not to consider that it comprehends
everything (qu'il emporte tout). If the Pope is declared infallible
to-day, he was infallible yesterday, and, if so, the Syllabus
has precisely the same force and validity as if the Council had
confirmed it.” So it is in truth, and moreover the Bulls and
decisions of former Popes, which claim absolute dominion over
the State, become inviolable articles of faith. And then again
it seems to pacify the Governments that Antonelli assures them
he and his master are merely concerned with the theory, and
have no intention of at once putting the new articles of faith
into practice, summoning kings before their tribunal, overturning
constitutions, and abrogating laws. On the contrary the Pope, if
his mercy is appealed to, will look favourably on much belonging
to the present civilisation and order of the State; only of course
all this must be regarded as a mere indulgence which might at
any moment be withdrawn. Meanwhile at Rome the disclaimers
of the Governments of any desire to meddle with doctrine are
sedulously made capital out of for working on the Bishops. They
are referred to in proof that the whole lay world has nothing to
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say to this purely dogmatic question, and that the Governments
themselves treat the matter as politically innocuous, and the
Bishops are admonished to lay aside their foolish resistance to a
doctrine which with the power of the Pope will also so mightily
increase their own.
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Rome, April 13, 1870.—The Schema de Fide has occupied the
Fathers in almost daily sessions, and the Solemn Session for the
public voting and promulgation of the decrees finally completed,
which was first fixed for Easter Monday, has been postponed to
Low Sunday. The number of amendments proposed gives the
Bishops a great deal of labour, if the handling of these matters
in the Council Hall is to be called a labour. What takes place is
this: the Bishop who wishes to propose an alteration in the text
of the Jesuit draft ascends the tribune and delivers an address,
which as a rule the majority of his auditors cannot follow. Then
he hands the President his motion, which however is not read,
so that the Council gain their first knowledge of it through the
Deputation, who have the amendments sent in to them—uwhich
of course are often very contradictory—printed and distributed
in the order of precedence. Thus, e.g.,—there were no less than
122 amendments proposed on the third chapter of the Schema,
occupying 44 folio pages. They began to be distributed on April
3, and most of the Bishops only got their copies on the 4th, when
there was a sitting of the Council, and on the 5th the voting
was to take place, so that most of them had no time even for
a cursory reading: still less was it possible to give explanations
or attempt to come to any oral understanding or comparison of
the various views. Meanwhile the discipline of the majority
continues to be admirable; they always know exactly how they
are to vote, and obey the signal given as one man. Nor has there
been any repetition of the wild paroxysm of passion on March
22, which turned the Hall into a bear-garden of demoniacs while
Strossmayer was speaking. Many who were most conspicuous
that day in their screams and gesticulations, seem to have felt
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ashamed since, and have no doubt also received a hint that such
excesses of zeal may injure the good cause. But however well
organized and docile the majority show themselves, the defects
of the order of business, combined with the bad qualities of the
Hall, become very perceptible, and the result of the many votings
is a confusion into which the Deputation tries afterwards to
impart some sort of order.

Strossmayer has made a representation to the Legates; at the
sitting of March 22 he was called “a damnable heretic,” without
having given any intelligible occasion for it, and he expects and
demands a public reparation for this injury in whatever way they
deem most suitable. What is still more important, his conscience
has constrained him to put the question from the tribune, whether
articles of faith are really to be decided by mere majorities
according to the 13th article of the new order of business. When
he expressed his conviction that moral unanimity was essential
in such cases, he was interrupted by a frightful tumult and could
not say any more.

The Legates have given no answer either to the three
representations of the Bishops about the second order of business
with its principle of majorities, or to Strossmayer's complaint.
But on April 1 an admonition of President de Angelis was again
read, directing the Fathers to be as brief as possible in their
speeches, that they might not produce disgust (hausea) in the
assembly by their prolixity or digressions, in which case they
had only themselves to thank for the marks of displeasure
elicited. This was commonly understood as an indirect answer
to Strossmayer; he had produced “nausea” in the prelates, and
had therefore no cause for complaint. That was rather too much
for the minority, and their international Committee of about
30 Bishops resolved on presenting a common protest to the
Presidents against the frequent interruptions and the wording of
the admonition. Meanwhile Haynald was not interrupted, when
he declared his agreement with Strossmayer. And it is worth
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notice that the Presidents have not as yet availed themselves of the
right assigned them by the Pope to cut short the discussion, and
get the speeches of the Opposition put an end to by the vote of the
majority. There was nothing certainly in the subjects last under
discussion to tempt them to do so. The Bishop of Rottenburg had
proposed that the decree should contain no anathemas on persons
but only on doctrines; the Germans and about six French Bishops
agreed with him, but the rest would hear nothing of it. But
it was significant that the most extreme section of infallibilists
urged that in mentioning the Church in the Schema de Fide, the
predicate “Romana” should alone be affixed to Church, with a
perfectly correct instinct that the complete Romanizing of the
Church which they desiderate must lead to the annihilation of its
Catholicity, and that the particular predicate necessarily excludes
the universal. But they did not carry their point.

It is the universally prevalent feeling that all these detailed
discussions and motions are mere preliminary skirmishes in
which both parties practise themselves for the great contest and
the decisive blow to be struck when the Schema de Ecclesia
comes on. The chief aim is to ascertain how far the minority
can be induced to go, how much they will put up with, and
what can be wrung from them by surprise or by quiet working
on them individually. Public scenes, solemn protests before
the whole world, are what the Legates want at any price to
avoid. When the infallibilist dogma was to have been carried by
sudden acclamation on St. Joseph's Day, four American Bishops
handed in a paper declaring that, if this were done, they would
immediately leave the Council and announce the reasons of their
departure as soon as they got back to their dioceses. That took
effect.

It is perhaps one of the most noteworthy and eventful changes
in the policy of the Papal Court, that it now strains every nerve
deliberately to exclude the laity from all share in Church affairs,
and endeavours to hold them aloof in every case where formerly
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the Church not only allowed but desired and demanded their
regular participation. Thirty years ago it was quite different, but
since the darling scheme of the Jesuits for complete ecclesiastical
absolutism and centralization in Rome, both intensive and
extensive, has been adopted, the maxims first avowed by Pius in
his instructions to Pluym, his delegate at Constantinople, have
been acted upon. The Pope there affirms that the participation
of the laity in Church matters has been the greatest injury to
the Church. In Germany and north of the Alps generally, all
who thought they knew anything of the spirit and history of
the Church had believed just the contrary, and considered those
to have been the most prosperous ages of the Church when
there was a cordial understanding and unsuspicious co-operation
between clergy and laity; and they pointed to the example of
earlier Popes, who attributed a priesthood to Christian princes,
and exhorted them to take the most active part in ecclesiastical
affairs. But historical reminiscences are of no account here; we
must be content to float on the stream of the present, without
looking backwards or forwards, with the great multitude. “Fear
nothing; | have the Madonna on my side,” said the master the
other day to a prelate who had warned him of the danger incurred
by the present system. That word explains the enigma of our
present situation.

The quarrels with the Orientals, which I shall perhaps relate
more fully by and bye, have again thrown a clear light
on the existing condition of things and the maxims adhered
to. In a dispute about the privileges of a Convent here,
an Armenian Archbishop with his secretary and interpreter
were condemned by the Inquisition to imprisonment in one
of the Jesuit houses—nominally “to make the exercises.” The
unfortunates for whom this fatherly correction was decreed, were
to “exercise themselves” till they were reduced to submission.
They first betook themselves to the protection of the French
embassy, but in accordance with instructions from Paris they
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were repulsed. Then they were taken under the charge of Rustem
Bey, the Turkish ambassador at Florence, who has lately been
residing here and transacting business with Antonelli. But the
Cardinal soon intimated to him that Catholic priests, of whatever
nation, were in Rome simply subjects of the Pope and under the
jurisdiction of the Inquisition. So the helpless Armenians had
to succumb, and were favoured with domestic imprisonment,
while a monk of another Order was made Abbot of the convent.
The affair has naturally excited double astonishment. German,
French, and English priests, who are here in great numbers,
have had the unpleasant surprise of discovering that, according
to the theory accepted here, they belong not only spiritually but
bodily to the Pope, who is the absolute lord of their persons, and
that the Inquisition can seize and incarcerate any of them at its
pleasure. And the occurrence has recalled some very unlovely
reminiscences. Men acquainted with Roman history have shown
that Paul v. got Aonio Paleario and Carnesecchi to surrender
themselves and had them burnt by the Inquisition; that Paul v.
enticed to Rome by a safe-conduct the priest Fulgentio, who
took the side of the State in the Pope's quarrel with Venice, and
had him burnt there as “a lapsed heretic;”’® that the English
Benedictine Barnes, who was seized on Belgian soil and dragged
to Rome, was first imprisoned in the Inquisition till he became
insane, and then had to die in a lunatic asylum. It is true
that the Inquisition no longer inflicts torture and death, but
nobody who has once come into its power would escape without
having an abjuration extorted from him. The best security for
a Western priest consists in the dread of the Curia of involving
itself in trouble with his Government; were it not so, a foreign
clergyman would be compelled to confine his conversation with
clerics here to the weather, for there is always the most stringent
obligation of denouncing any one the least suspected of heresy

6 “Relapsum flammi ex lege addixit,” says the Dominican Bzovius in his
Panegyric Paulus V. Borghesius, Rome 1626, p. 57.
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to the Inquisition, and a German clergyman, who got into any
theological talk could hardly avoid that suspicion, so many would
be the points of difference and opposition.

There have been movements among the Hungarian Bishops,
the connection of which is not quite clear. But the following
facts are authentic. Simor, Archbishop of Gran and Primate, who
for two months adhered with the rest of his countrymen to the
minority, has gone over in the most demonstrative way to the
majority, who pride themselves not a little on their conquest. It
had been previously agreed between the Emperor and the Pope
that he should be made a Cardinal, and he had been informed
of this; but for a Cardinal-designate before his actual creation to
vote against the formally and energetically expressed will of the
Pope would be monstrous. Such a thing is quite inconceivable
in Rome. Moreover, before he became Primate, Simor spoke
in favour of infallibilism.”” Another Hungarian Bishop is gone
over with him. Other Hungarian Bishops whom the minority,
whether rightly or not, reckoned deserters, have gone home,
and have there, it is said, represented the state of things in the
very darkest colours, saying that there is no real freedom in the
Council and the minority is breaking up. The Government at
Pesth have consequently sent a confidential agent here to invite
the Hungarian Bishops to escape the storm and return home. But
they replied that the Government had better provide for the return
of those already gone home, so as to add more strength to the
minority on whom all the hopes of Catholics are now centred.

" [It will be seen that Simor, with the other Hungarian Bishops, eventually
voted among the Non-placets and signed their protest. Cf. Letters Ixiv,
Ixv.—TR.{FNS]
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Rome, April 15, 1870.—The Constitutio Dogmatica de Ecclesia
Christi will receive its definitive form in the Congregation of
Easter Tuesday, but the substance is already fixed. It received
many significant alterations in the course of discussion, and the
ready reception accorded to it as a whole is due to the many
detailed amendments which have been conceded. These changes
are so important that the spokesman of the Commission, Pie of
Poitiers, said in his closing speech it was really the work of
the whole Council, so that the Fathers might truly say, “Visum
est Spiritui Sancto et nobis.” After the insertion of the word
“Romana” before “Catholica Ecclesia,” the three first chapters
were accepted in their amended form. The fourth, on faith and
knowledge, was debated only cursorily and by a few speakers
on April 8. But this chapter contains a passage of the greatest
practical importance. At the end occur these words: “Since it is
not enough to avoid heretical pravity, unless those errors which
more or less nearly approach it are shunned, we admonish all of
the duty of observing the constitution and decrees where such
evil opinions not expressly named here have been proscribed
and prohibited by this Holy See.””® The Bishops with good
reason saw in this passage a confirmation of the judgments and
increase of the authority of the Roman Congregations, i.e., of the
tribunals through which the Pope exercises his power. It seemed
to them desirable to give due expression to their objections, and

"8 “Quoniam vero satis non est, hareticam pravitatem devitare, nisi ii quogque
errores diligenter fugiantur, qui ad illam plus minusve accedunt: omnes officii
monemus servandi etiam Constitutiones et Decreta quibus pravee ejusmodi
opiniones, que isthic diserte non enumerantur, ab hac Sanctd Sede proscriptee
et prohibite sunt.”
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accordingly a request was made to the President to appoint a
further day for this subject. But as nobody had inscribed his
name to speak, the request was refused and the whole debate
was closed on that day, Friday, April 8. But to avoid the danger
of opposition at the last moment and secure the decrees being
unanimous, a certain concession was made by announcing that
the closing paragraph should not be voted on till the whole
Schema de Fide, four chapters of which only were as yet ready,
should be completed. Thus a great point was gained,—a decree
on matters of faith was carried by moral unanimity and not by
surprise, but after a serious though compressed debate, which
helped to win for the views of the minority a very perceptible
influence on the form of the decree.

But on the following day, April 9, a notice was communicated
that, as the closing paragraph of the Schema—beginning with the
words “Itaque supremi pastoralis,” etc.”>—had not been treated
with sufficient particularity at the last general sitting, it must be
again brought forward for deliberation before the whole fourth
chapter came to be voted upon. The Fathers were thereby
admonished that they might produce their amendments on the
fourth chapter at the next sitting. This Congregation was held
on April 12, when the final paragraph was put to the vote, and
this roused them from the dream of unanimity. It was observed
in the debate that if the voting on the paragraph were put off

till the whole Schema de Fide was completed, this would be
putting it off to the Greek Calends. But if the fixing of this
Schema was undertaken directly after Easter, the more important
subject of the Schema de Ecclesia must give place to it, and

" “Schematis de fide catholica conclusio, que incipit ab his verbis: Itaque

supremi Pastoralis, etc., cum de ed in ultimd Congregatione generali non
satis explicite actum fuerit, adhuc debet subjici Patrum suffragiis, antequam
ad ferenda suffragia de toto Capite IV.{FNS procedatur. Ideo monentur
Reverendissimi Patres, ut nunc in finem Emendationes de capite quarto hujus
Schematis propositas etiam ad proximam Congregationem generalem secum
deferre velint.”
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so it might easily happen that infallibility would not come on
at all this spring. To withdraw the closing paragraph would
be not only not to maintain but to lose that favourite form of
authoritative papal utterance through the medium of the Roman
Congregations, which especially required to be upheld. Pie of
Poitiers insisted on the fact that the paragraph had been published
in the Allgemeine Zeitung, and could not therefore without peril
be withdrawn even for the moment only.

The Opposition were partly disposed themselves to treat the
passage as unimportant. There were some who thought that in
principle it was right for the Roman decisions to be respected
and a certain authority attached to them, for this was necessary
for the government of the Church; and the very wording of the
passage distinguished these decisions from matters defined under
anathema. So the minority resolved not to make any collective
resistance to it, and many well-known members of the Opposition
accepted it without contradiction. Notwithstanding this, when
the whole fourth chapter came to be voted on on Tuesday, April
12, the desired unanimity was not attained; 83 Bishops gave a
conditional Placet only. They handed in the grounds of their vote
in writing, which seem to have been of various kinds, for even the
Bishops of Moulins and Saluzzo, who are notorious infallibilists,
were among them. Some, especially English Bishops, may well
have demurred to the designation “Romana Catholica” before
“Ecclesid;” others may have thought it necessary to guard their
rights as against majorities; but far the greater number wanted
to repudiate the concluding passage. The vote was understood
here in this latter sense, and no stone was left unturned to induce
the Opposition to yield on that point. The step they have taken
makes the deeper impression, because it is known that they have
not put forth their full strength.

It must be allowed that the final paragraph contained no
actual doctrine which made the resistance of the Episcopate an
absolute duty and required unanimous consent, but still it is
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obvious that the Council thereby sanctioned and strengthened
what it ought to have reformed and limited, and therefore the
carelessness manifested by a portion of the Opposition admits
of no favourable explanation. For the chief cause of the
weakness and corruption of the Church is to be found in those
Roman Congregations,—in the principles of some and the defects
of others. The Bishops who accept the paragraph give their
approval, e.g., to the Inquisition and the Index, and thereby
prejudice not a little their moral influence and dignity. The vote
of last Tuesday does not accordingly appear to me any proof of
the firm organization or imposing power of the minority; it only
shows what they might accomplish if they chose, but that they
do not choose to do as much as they can. But the event will show
whether the Curia holds to its policy of securing unanimity by
prudent and well-timed concessions. The minority will be urged
and entreated first to withdraw their objections. If that fails, the
Court must either give up the hope of unanimity or accept a very
sensible humiliation. For if the text remains unaltered, those who
have now given a conditional Placet can give no simple Placet
next time.8% Rome will certainly exhaust all her arts to avert the
scandal of an open opposition in a Solemn Session.

| said in a former letter that the Opposition had taken up a
position which no enemy from without could dislodge them from,
but this did not imply at all that all internal dangers are overcome.
These by no means consist in the decomposing influences of hope
and fear which the Curia makes such use of, or the prospect of
a Cardinal's Hat, or again in party divisions at home, which
might have disturbed and divided the French, Austrian and North
American Bishops. The latter danger might have made itself felt
at the commencement of the Council, but constant intercourse
and community of experiences during this winter have put an
end to it. The real disease which has weakened the minority

8 [Conditional votes, as will be seen, are not allowed in Solemn Sessions, but
only a simple Placet or Non placet.—TR.{FNS]
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in the past and threatens it in the future lies deeper—the great
internal differences of Catholicism, which are now being brought
to a decisive issue, do not coincide with the antagonism of the
rival parties in the Council, but divide the minority itself. The
main question, exclusive of the immediate controversy and partly
independent of it, which divides Catholics into two sections so
sharply that no sympathy or confidence can bridge over the gulf,
remains unsolved within the minority and constantly endangers
their coherence. The common designation of Liberal Catholics
tends rather to obscure than to express the principle of this
division. By Liberal Catholics may be understood those who
desiderate freedom not only for but in the Church, and would
subject all arbitrary power of Church as well as State in matters
of religion to law and tradition; but that is the end they aim at,
not their fundamental principle. Such requirements concern the
constitution rather than the doctrine of the Church, law rather
than theology. They are important, but they do not contain the
crucial point of the present contest in the Church. The root of the
matter lies not simply in the relation to be maintained towards the
chief authority in the Church, but in the right relation to science;
it is not merely freedom but truth that is at stake. It is mainly as
an institution for the salvation of men and dispenser of the means
of grace that the Church has to deal with the labouring, suffering
and ignorant millions of mankind. And in order to guard them
from the assaults of popular Protestantism, a popular Catholicism
and fabulous representation of the Church has been gradually
built up, which surrounds her past history with an ideal halo, and
conceals by sophistries and virtual lies whatever is difficult or
inconvenient or evil, whatever, in short, is “offensive to pious
ears.”

But such a transfigured Catholicism is a mere shadow Catholi-
cism, not the Church but a phantom of the Church. Its upholders
are compelled at every step to employ various weapons, to ward
off any triumph of their enemies and avoid disturbing the faithful
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in areligious sentiment artificially compounded of error and truth
combined. The more the notion of the supreme glory, and even
infallibility, of the Pope was developed, the greater solidarity
with the past became requisite, that the history of the Popes
might not be suffered to bear witness too strongly against such
views. To quote a significant phrase in constant use here during
this winter, “the dogma must conquer history.”8! A contest has
arisen, not of dogma but of a theological opinion against history,
that is against truth; the end sanctifies the means. It was held
allowable in order to save the Church and for the interest of souls
to commit what would in any other case have been acknowledged
to be sin. Not only was history falsified, but the rules of Christian
morality were no longer held applicable where the credit of the
hierarchy was at stake. The very sense of truth and error, right and
wrong,—in a word the conscience—was thrown into confusion.
Thus, e.g., when Pius v. demanded that the Huguenot prisoners
should be put to death, he did right, for he was Pope and a
Saint to boot. Since Charles Borromeo approved the murdering
of Protestants by private persons, it is better to approve it than
to call his canonization in question. Or one moral aberration is
got rid of by another. Many of the leading Catholic writers of
this century deny that Gregory xin. approved the massacre of St.
Bartholomew,? or that heretics have ever been put to death at
Rome.

This spirit, which falsifies history and corrupts morals, is the
crying sin of modern Catholicism, and it reaches high enough.
Of the three men who are commonly held in France to stand at
the head of the Catholic movement, one wrote a panegyric on
Pius v., another under the name of Religion et Liberté attacked
absolutism in France while defending the double absolutism
in Rome, and a third vindicated the Syllabus—all three thus

8L [CF. supr. p. 348.—TR.{FNS]
82 [See an exhaustive article on the subject from a Catholic pen in the North
British Review for October 1869.—TR.{FNS]
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manifesting the influence of this deplorable spirit.

On the other hand the genuine Catholic, who wishes also
to be a good Christian, cannot separate love for his Church
from the love of goodness and truth. He shrinks from lies in
history as much as from present adulation, and is divided by
a deep moral gulf from those who deliberately seek to defend
the Church by sin and religious truth by historical falsehood.
This contrast is most conspicuously exhibited in the question of
infallibility, as one example may suffice to prove. The principles
of the Inquisition have been most solemnly proclaimed and
sanctioned by the Popes. Whoever maintains papal infallibility
must deny certain radical principles of Christian morality, and
not merely excuse but accept as true the opposite views of the
Popes. Thus the Roman element excludes the Catholic and
Christian. Such differences obviously cut deep into men's ethical
character, and divide them far more decisively than any striving
for common practical ends or community of interest and feeling
can unite them on the ground of prudence. In presence of so
profound an internal division the question of the opportuneness
of the definition of infallibility assumes a very subordinate place,
and the mere inopportunist is immeasurably removed from the
decided opponent of the dogma. Between Bishops who consider
Popes fallible and those whose conscience is easy enough to
swallow certain doctrines of former Popes on faith and morals,
and who do not see any deadly peril for souls in giving a higher
sanction to these dogmas—between anti-infallibilists and mere
inopportunists—the difference is far deeper than the union. The
inopportunists stand nearer to the infallibilists than to those who
oppose the dogma on principle. They are divided from the
one party on a mere question of prudence, from the other on a
question of faith and morality; with the one they are united by
an internal bond, with the other by an external bond, only which
circumstances may dissolve.

This is the true explanation of the halting policy so often
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observed in the Opposition. The honest opponents of infallibility
wished to secure the support of those who do not properly
speaking share their sentiments. But they should never for a
moment have forgotten that they have to attack what Gratry has
rightly described as an *“école de mensonge.” And the greatest
honesty and outspokenness is necessary for defending the honour
and truth of Catholicism against that school. Instead of that they
exhibit themselves in a false light and obscure the situation.

Meanwhile Pius 1x. by his letters to Guéranger and Cabriére
has completely and publicly identified himself with that school,
at the very moment when Gratry was so unmistakeably exposing
its spirit, and he has made this still clearer by the distinctions
bestowed on Margotti and Veuillot at the very moment when
Newman characterized them as the leaders of “an aggressive
and insolent faction.” He said plainly to the French Bishop
Ramadie of Perpignan that “only Protestants and infidels denied
his infallibility.” His official organ describes the Opposition as
allies of the Freemasons, and he himself calls all who oppose
his infallibility bad Catholics. It is true that the Opposition
has gradually been brought to make very decided declarations
of opinion, and has itself expressed doubts about the future
recognition of the Council. But that has complicated its attitude
still further. The other party may ask, “Why these doubts about
Ecumenicity? The Bishops of various countries are assembled
in great numbers; the Governments offer no hindrances, and the
Council has united itself with the Pope in the greatest freedom in
the capital city of the Church. Why then doubt the good results
and cecumenical character of the Council and the validity and
future recognition of its decrees?” And the Opposition can only
answer, “For the sole and single reason that the Pope destroys
all freedom of action by his regulations, that he has already
overthrown the ancient constitution of the Church and exercises
a power over the Council incompatible with the rights of the
Bishops and the freedom of the Church.”
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The French note is to be presented to-day to Antonelli and
next week to the Pope, instead of to the Council. It is doubted
whether Pius will communicate it to them.83

[449]

8 [He refused to do s0.—TR.{FNS]
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Rome, April 17, 1870.—It is a good sign that the minority have at
length recognised the imperative necessity of grappling directly
with the problem of papal infallibility, and examining in their
own writings this question on which the future of the Church
depends. It has been perceived now that it was an unfortunate
notion to put forward only grounds of expediency, discretion,
and regard for public opinion; for no answer was left when
Spanish, South American, Irish, Neapolitan and Sicilian Bishops
said that no such public opinion existed with them, that some
were apathetic and others had long held the doctrine, which
would create not the slightest difficulty or inconvenience with
them, and that they were the majority.

It was high time therefore to take firmer ground, and now
this has been done by Cardinals Schwarzenberg and Rauscher
and Bishop Hefele, three of the most influential prelates of
the Church, or rather by four, for Bishop Ketteler too has
either composed or got some one to compose a work on papal
infallibility.8* But the whole edition had the ill luck to be seized
in the Roman Post-office, so that not a single Bishop got a copy.
The authorities seem to know that the work opposes the dogma,
on which all the thoughts and plans of the Curia now hinge,
although Ketteler not long ago showed himself an adherent of
the doctrine, and only assailed the opportuneness of defining it.

The Univers, as the official organ of the Court, now announces
the principle on which the Papal Government acts. One must
distinguish, it says, between the Custom-house and Post-office.
The Custom-house gives the Bishops the missives and packets

8 This proved to be a mistake.
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addressed to them unopened, for it assumes that they will only
have proper books sent them. It is different with the Post-office,
which is bound not to favour the dissemination of error.8%> So
the conscientiousness of the officials of the Roman Post-office
is a model for the rest of the world, and it is understood that
the habitual opening of letters, so far from being immoral, is an
expression of the purest and most delicate morality; for might
not a letter contain some error or attack on the rights of the Vicar
of Christ? And how could the officials answer to God and His
earthly representative for even unconsciously co-operating in the
spread of such error?

As | have not seen Ketteler's publication, I can only quote the
judgment of a friend who has read it and thinks it will do good
service. The other three works are before me. They must all
have been printed at Naples, for the Roman police has to look
after the consciences not only of the Post-office secretaries and
letter-carriers, but of the compositors, printers, bookbinders and
booksellers. It cannot allow that any breath of error should sully
the pure mirror of their souls, even though concealed under the
veil of the Latin tongue; and the corroding poison becomes worse
when prepared, as in this case, by Bishops and Cardinals.®

I will speak first of Cardinal Rauscher's work, which is the
most comprehensive of the three, and touches on many questions
passed over in the other two. Written in a calm and dignified
tone, it carefully avoids every word or phrase which could offend
the Curia, and goes to the utmost length in making concessions
possible for any one to accept without becoming an infallibilist;

8 «E|le estime justement qu'elle a le devoir de ne pas favoriser la diffusion de
I'erreur ou des attaques contre l'autorité des Vicaires de Jésus-Christ.”

8 The infallibilists are of course luckier. Their writings are readily printed and
circulated. At the same time with the writings mentioned above, Archbishop
Spalding has published a letter to Dupanloup, emphatically denying that he had
spoken against the opportuneness of the dogma in the paper he drew up with
several other American Bishops, and declaring himself a zealous advocate for
it.
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but it will nevertheless pour much oil on the flame of anger which
has been blazing for weeks past, and singes now one Bishop and
now another. Papal infallibility, says the Archbishop of Vienna,
must extend to everything ever decided by any Pope, and the
whole Christian world must hold with Boniface viii. and his Bull
Unam Sanctam that the Popes have received power from Christ
over the whole domain of the State. That will be welcome news
to those who want to exclude the Church altogether from civil
society. That the Popes themselves in the ancient Church did not
hold themselves infallible, that the whole history and conduct
of the ancient Church in doctrinal controversies would be an
inexplicable riddle on the infallibilist hypothesis, and moreover
that the Popes have often fallen into open errors rejected by
the Church—all this is well established, though the author cites
only some particular facts from the abundant sources he has to
draw upon. He then shows the sharp antithesis between the
ancient doctrine of the Church and the Popes on the relations of
Church and State and the enunciations of Popes since Gregory
vii. and Innocent . With papal infallibility the whole medizval
theory of the unlimited power of Popes to depose kings, absolve
from oaths of allegiance, abrogate laws, and interfere in all civil
affairs at their will, must be declared to be an immutable doctrine
with which the Church stands or falls. The Christian Emperors
would have treated such a doctrine as high treason, and even in
the days of Charles the Great it would have excited universal
astonishment. If this doctrine really had to be preached now to
the Christian people, it would be a triumph for the enemies of
religion, for the best men would soon be convinced of the utter
impossibility of paying any regard to the precepts of the Christian
religion in civil matters. The Cardinal proceeds to dwell on the
forgeries by which the great master of scholastic theology, the
favourite and oracle of all Jesuits and ultramontanes, Thomas
Aquinas, was led to adopt the doctrine of infallibility, and how
again his influence shaped the whole scholastic system and
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drew the great Religious Orders, who were bound by oath to
maintain his teaching, to adopt it. He concludes in these weighty
words:—“If the Pope is declared to be, alone and without
the Episcopate, infallible in faith and morals, the GEcumenical
Councils are robbed of the authority recognised by Gregory the
Great, when he said he honoured them equally with the four
Gospels; for they would be and would always have been, even
at the time of the Nicene Council, superfluous for deciding on
faith and morals. This doctrine would be a declaration of war
against the innermost convictions of the Church, and she would
be robbed for the future of those aids supplied by the Council of
Trent at her extremest need; even the See of Rome would lose
the support the Bishops then assembled gave to it, for after the
close of that Council, the power of the Popes became greater
than it was before.”

The remark of Cardinal Rauscher that, when the dogma of
papal infallibility is defined the Church will be deprived of one
of her most effective institutions, viz., General Councils, has
made a great impression here, as far as | can see. It is readily
understood that an assemblage of men, educated to believe in the
infallibility of one master, and to repeat mechanically without
examination whatever he tells them, would have no influence
among men and would be universally regarded as superfluous,
a mere idle pageant rather than any real support to the Church.
The Church would be impoverished by the loss of one member
of its organism, and that very member would be paralysed which
in moments of distress and danger had most effectually protected
her.

Bishop Hefele's work is worthy of the man who is beyond
guestion the most profound historical scholar among the members
of the Council. One can only regret that a writer so pre-eminently
qualified to pronounce a clear and weighty opinion on the whole
controversy in all its bearings should have confined himself to
the single question of the condemnation of Pope Honorius. Those
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who wish to know the history of Honorius and the Sixth Council
in 681, and to see a flagrant example of the utterly crude and
unscientific poverty of that modern scholasticism which is treated
as theology in the Jesuit lecture-rooms, may be recommended a
brief study of this question, which has already produced so many
writings and hypotheses, simple and easily understood as it is in
itself. A General Council, acknowledged by the whole Church
in East and West, condemned a Pope for heresy after his death,
and anathematized him on account of a dogmatic letter he issued.
The sentence was without contradiction accepted throughout the
whole Church, the Roman Church included, and even introduced
into the profession of faith to which every new Pope had to
swear at his election. It was repeatedly confirmed by subsequent
Councils, and in short remained in full force for centuries, till the
Popes were seized with a desire to become infallible. It is only
since the fifteenth and sixteenth century, and especially since
the Jesuits—beginning with Bellarmine—undertook to revise
history according to the requirements of their new dogmatic
system, that this extremely contradictory fact had to be submitted
to a process of manipulation, and the rock on which all schemes
of papal infallibility seemed to be wrecked had to be got out of
the way. “Si plus minusve secuerit sine fraude esto,” was said
in the old Roman law which allowed a creditor to cut a pound
of flesh from the body of his debtor, and so do the knives of the
Jesuits and curialists cut right into the flesh of history. The Acts
of the Sixth Council were said to have been corrupted through
the perfidy of the Greeks, and the whole history and even the
letters of Honorius to be forgeries. The Popes themselves, Rome,
and the whole West had let themselves be fooled by the cunning
Greeks into condemning an innocent and orthodox Pope as a
heretic, and the letters of Pope Leo 1. must also be forgeries. In
short these reasoners were caught in the meshes of their own net,
and when in 1660 Lucas Holstein got the Roman Liber Diurnus
printed—an excellent edition of which Roziére lately brought out
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in Paris—the whole impression was suppressed, for it contained
the old form of oath which expressly attested the condemnation
of Honorius. But twenty years later the book appeared to the
great chagrin of Rome, and the infallibilist school had to change
their front. They now turned to the letters of Honorius and tried
to show that they were perfectly orthodox. But that did not
touch the fact that a General Council had solemnly condemned
a Pope for heresy, and that the whole Church—the Popes and
the Roman Church included—nhad accepted the sentence without
demur. Hefele has shortly and pointedly exposed the shifts
and dishonesties of this long controversy carried on in more
than a hundred polemical works; and he has taken care, at the
same time, to establish conclusively the wide-reaching facts and
general results of the inquiry. He shows (page 11), how up
to the eleventh century every Pope swore to the truth that an
Ecumenical Council had condemned a Pope for heresy.®”

Cardinal Schwarzenberg's work is chiefly directed against
Archbishop Manning.88  Hitherto the infallibilists, to avoid
pushing their theory into sheer absurdity, had appended the
condition of ex cathedra, which everybody could interpret more
or less stringently according to his own view, and theologians
had actually given twenty-five different explanations of what
was required for an ex cathedra decision. In order to get out
of this labyrinth, Manning has propounded a simpler theory.
Everything according to him depends on the Pope's intention;
whenever he “intends to require the assent of the whole Church,”
he is infallible.2® Schwarzenberg points out with pungent irony
to what monstrous consequences this would lead. He recalls
the saying of Boniface vi. that the Pope holds all rights locked

8 [English readers may be referred to Renouf's Case of Honorius
Reconsidered. Longmans, 1869.—TR.{FNS]

8 1t is now understood to have been written by Dr. S. Mayer under his
direction.

% [See Pastoral on Infallibility of Roman Pontiff. Longmans, 1869.]
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up in his breast. And thus it must be assumed on Manning's
theory that the Pope holds in his own mind all doctrines present
and future, and draws from this internal treasure-house under
divine inspiration what he wishes to reveal to the world, so that
infallibility becomes inspiration. Has it occurred to the Cardinal
that this is precisely the personal opinion of the very man who
has now, for the sake of his own infallibility, resolved to plunge
the Church into an internal conflict, of which no one can see the
end?

It is then further pointed out that, if the new dogma with its
consequences prevails, all Governments will put themselves in
an attitude of self-defence against the Church. Bishops as well as
Councils cease to be any necessary part of the magisterium of the
Church, and there is no longer any need for the distinct assent of
the Episcopate; the only office left them is to praise and accept
with thanks every decision of the Pope's. Perhaps they may still
be allowed to give their advice before he decides, but they have
nothing to say to the decision itself or after it, but only to obey
and promulgate the papal revelations.
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Rome, April 23, 1870.—The four chapters of the Constitutio
Dogmatica de Fide bear in their ultimate shape such evident
marks of the influence of the minority, and so many concessions
were made in them, that there is a danger of overlooking the
greatness of their defeat and their change of mind, should they
finally accept the supplemental paragraph mentioned in my last
letter but one. Although it was determined that the minority
should make no general opposition to this paragraph, there were
not a few Bishops who saw clearly enough its importance and
danger. They consoled themselves at first with the promise that
the suspicious passage, which clothed the Roman Congregations
and the mischief they work in the Church with conciliar sanction,
would not be voted upon till the still incomplete portion of the
Schema de Fide came on for final settlement. And when, in
spite of this promise, it was announced to be the general wish
of the Commission that the voting should take place at once,
the opponents were quieted by a written assurance that no new
power was thereby to be given to the Roman Congregations,
and nothing to be altered about them, but all to remain as of
old. Gasser, Bishop of Brixen, had the courage to say, in the
name of the Deputation, that the passage did not refer to heresy,
though it expressly binds the Bishops to the observance of the
constitutions and decrees of the Holy See, not only in regard
to heresy (haretica pravitas), but also theological errors and
controversies. It is incredible that any one could be deceived by
such a ruse as this, and yet it is a fact that not even forty Bishops
made the omission of this paragraph a condition of their Placet.
As the Opposition seemed thereby to be shrunk to less than five
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per cent. of the Council, the Curia was persuaded that it could
get rid of them altogether by acting with spirit.

On April 18 appeared an admonition with the following
passage: “It must be remembered that according to the Apostolic
Brief, Multiplices inter (of Nov. 27, 1869), prescribing the
method of procedure in public Sessions, no other vote can be
given in them than a simple Placet or Non placet.”®® The Fathers
who had given conditional votes in Congregation had to choose
now whether they would accept the chapter unconditionally or
reject it “sans phrase.” It was foreseen that this alternative would
disclose the weakness of the Opposition, and that those of its
number who shrank from a decisive rejection would be won for
the majority, for the real test of an Opposition is not in words
but acts. Protests which are not answered, and speeches which
are not heard, may be patiently borne with, as long as all goes
well in the public voting. The Curia reckons that the minority
will not now dare to show itself, and thus the unanimity will
not be disturbed: and its consequent resolve might decide the
whole course and upshot of the Council. If the minority gives
in here, it will have suffered a first defeat, and must reconstitute
itself on a new basis, by taking part in decrees carried under
anathema, which are against its own convictions, it breaks with
its past, accepts the responsibility and solidarity of the Council
and complicity with the majority. This is to admit that all the
petitions and protests it was thought necessary to present in the
interests of the freedom of the Council were superfluous and
aimless, and all the warnings offered of the threatened danger
of its cecumenicity being questioned, etc., unmeaning. For the
Council to publish anathemas implies the conviction that it is

% «Animadvertendum quippe est, quod in publicA Sessione juxta Litteras
Apostolicas Multiplices inter d. d. Novembris 1869 Num. VIIL.{FNS,
quo modus procedendi in Sessionibus publicis preascribitur, non liceat aliter
suffragium dare, nisi pure et simpliciter per verba: Placet aut Non placet,
excluso alio quovis modo.”
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free, legitimate, and cecumenical, and that the order of business
is acceptable. The minority thereby would themselves testify to
everything they have hitherto assailed, and the only thing left
for them would be to insist on their rights as guarded by the
consensus unanimis. All other grounds for calling the Council
in question would be abandoned, and it might fairly be doubted
whether the Opposition would adhere to that after giving up so
much; at the same time it is morally certain that the Court and
the majority do not acknowledge that right.

During the General Congregation of the 19th, four Bishops,
Latour d'Auvergne, Dreux-Brézé, La Bouillerie, and Mermillod,
went to the Pope and requested him to have the decree on
infallibility brought forward directly after the Solemn Session of
the 24th. They thought rightly enough the favourable moment
had come and all was now ready. Pius received the Bishops, who
came as deputies of the 400, with great distinction, and replied
that he would discuss the matter with the Presidents.

As itis impossible to see how the Bishops or the Governments
could get rid of the regolamento when once it is fairly established,
the Opposition Bishops know that they will have to approach the
great question in the position they take for themselves to-morrow
in the first solemn voting, and with such power, unanimity, and
influence as they thereby establish their claim to. It is still open
to them up to to-night to use the present moment for a complete
victory. They only need declare that their protests and warnings
were not idle words but seriously meant, that the incongruities
which endanger the freedom of the Council and suggest doubts of
its legitimacy must be got rid of before any decrees are published
under threat of everlasting damnation, and that until they are
listened to on this point they refuse to take part in any solemn
voting.

But, as far as | know of the Opposition, the majority of
them have no ear or heart for such counsel; their grand object
is to avoid any decisive conflict, and so to-morrow they will



Thirty-Ninth Letter. 299

simply yield,—to consider quietly afterwards their future plan
of campaign! Some have thought they might save their honour
and conscience by a written explanation of their vote. In the
public international meeting of the Opposition these plans were
rejected, but two rough drafts of the kind were proposed the day
before yesterday, one by the Germans, one by the French. Both
are too strong and dignified to find many supporters, and too
weak to justify the Opposition in the eyes of the Christian world.

It is the sacred duty of the Bishops in Council to bear witness
to the ancient doctrine of the Church, and to reform it when it
has been obscured by abuses in practice and in the rule of the
hierarchy. The more abuses there are, so much the more difficult,
and so much the more indispensable also is this reform. What
the Catholic world expects of the Council is not a fresh sanction,
still less an increase, of these abuses, but the deliverance and
purification of the Church from them. But to accept the paragraph
which recommends obedience to the constitutions and decrees of
Roman Congregations is to make the fulfilment of this serious
duty, on which the fate of the Church hinges, impossible. For that
paragraph will confirm and clothe with new authority decrees
which are a disgrace to the Church and an injury to civilisation,
wherein the confused morality of dark centuries is taught and
Christian morality denied; and that too without any examination
or discussion, any limitation or exception. The Bishops will
thereby degrade themselves to servants of the Roman prelatura,
and sink into accomplices of the Inquisition. We are told indeed
that the paragraph will not touch dogma, but for ethics and
practice it is almost more important than infallibility itself. It
gives full play beforehand for arbitrary caprice and paves the
way for the infallibilist dogma.

If we look into the future, the questions come before us
of unanimity in matters of faith, and of the confirmation and
acceptance of the Council throughout the Church. As to the
latter, the Bishops will make it far harder for the Governments
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to stand by them if to-morrow they virtually repudiate their own
protests. The question of unanimity remains as weighty as before,
and the gross errors of the Civilta in its attack on Strossmayer's
vindication of the principle of moral unanimity in decisions on
faith has greatly lightened the task of two learned Bishops, who
undertook to put in a clear light the true doctrine of the Church
on the subject.

If the voting of to-morrow goes altogether in the sense of the
Curia, the inference will be that all the positions of the minority
can be turned, and that as they are resolved to avoid any collision,
they may be brought by skilful manipulation not to trouble the
moral unanimity any further. Many of them console themselves
with the thought that they are only sacrificing everything to peace
and harmony, and are not responsible for the undertaking they
have been deluded into.

The propositions of the Schema de Ecclesia give abundant
room for manceuvring. There are many opportunities for apparent
concessions and for dividing and perplexing the Opposition, and
finally driving them into a corner, so that in mutual distrust of
one another they may abandon all hope of making any successful
resistance, and satisfy themselves that as nearly everything has
been given up already it is not worth while to risk a catastrophe
by taking any further step.



Fortieth Letter.

Rome, April 24, 1870.—The final votes of Placet or Non placet
on the four chapters of the Schema de Fide are to be taken in
to-day's public Session. And thus after four months and a half
a theological decree, or rather a batch of decrees and doctrinal
decisions, will be brought to a successful issue, and the first ripe
fruit plucked from the hitherto barren tree of the Council, so
that there will be something in black and white to carry home.
As these four chapters have been subjected to the pruning and
toning down of the Opposition, they bear little resemblance to
the original draft of the Jesuits, and the minority may lay claim to
a victory which four months ago could scarcely have been hoped
for. What has been gained for the future by these theological
commonplaces and self-evident propositions is of course another
question. The general view of the Bishops appears to be that there
is no real gain for the Church in these propositions, which can
only excite the wonder of believing Christians that it should be
thought necessary to prohibit at this time of day such fundamental
errors. The value of their labours they take to lie, not in what they
have said, but in what they have with so much trouble expunged
from the Schema.

Several Bishops attach great weight to the consent of the
Deputation to substitute for “Romana Ecclesia” the words
“Ecclesia Catholica et Apostolica Romana.” Others think it a
matter of indifference. Hefele's pamphlet on Honorius has
created such a sensation that the Pope has commissioned the
Jesuit Liberatore and Delegati, Professor at the Sapienza, to
white-wash Honorius, and make away with everything in his
history incompatible with the new dogma. Pius is persuaded,
and his infallible “feeling” tells him, that everything must have

[469]



[470]

[471]

302 Letters From Rome on the Council

happened quite differently from what is represented; how, he
knows not, but he thinks that the Jesuit and the Roman professor
have only to make the proper investigations and they will soon
discover the requisite materials for refuting the German Bishop.

On Wednesday, April 20, Rome was illuminated to celebrate
the Pope's return from Gaéta. The Roman officials greatly
dislike these illuminations on financial grounds, for they have to
contribute to the cost out of their own pockets. A triumphal arch
was erected for the Pope at the end of the narrow street leading
to St. Peter's piazza, and the following inscription in letters of
fire was conspicuous far and wide:—

Popoli chinatevi innanzi al Vaticano,

Ecco il Pontefice ch'io vi conservai nei giorni di pericolo,
Esso € la pietra angolare della mia chiesa,

Il refugio degli oppressi,

11 sostegno del povero,

Lo scudo della civilta e della fede.

That is the witness Pius bears to himself. To theologians
it may be a new idea that he personally is the corner-stone of
the Church, but that is only one of the many predicates and
prerogatives which may be deduced from infallibility. Two
isolated voices cried “Evviva il Papa infallibile.” It was clear the
multitude was to be stimulated to swell the cry, but, as before, all
remained quiet. The attempt has been sometimes made before,
whether by amateurs or under official inspiration 1 know not,
and then Veuillot asserts in the Univers that he has heard this
shout of vast multitudes breaking forth spontaneously from the
exuberance of their hearts. It is like the music of the spheres
which only Pythagoras heard.

Ketteler's pamphlet was finally published on April 18, and the
Bishop has begun to distribute it. It is really directed against the
dogma itself, which for a long time people could not believe,
and not merely against the opportuneness of defining it. How
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much better would it have been for the interests of the Church,
if the necessity had been recognised long ago for looking this
Medusa's head straight in the face, and defying its petrifying
gaze, and if our Bishops had plainly and decisively announced
their resolution last December to have no dealings with it. Now
at least Cardinal Rauscher does not spare warnings; he perceives
the gravity of the danger and has had a new fly-leaf distributed,
showing that the promulgation of papal infallibility will elevate
the two Bulls Unam Sanctam (of Boniface vin.) and Cum ex
Apostolatds officio (of Paul 1v.) into rules of faith for the whole
Catholic world, and thus it will be taught universally in Europe
and America, henceforth, that the Pope is absolute master in
temporal affairs also, that he can order war or peace, and that
every monarch or bishop who does not submit to him or helps
any one separated from him ought to be deprived of his throne
if not of his life, besides the other wonderful doctrines in the
second of these Bulls, which must reduce every theologian to
despair.®! All that is nothing to the majority, for whom the law of
logical contradiction has no existence. It is their watchword that
the dogma conquers logic as well as history. One of their German
members gladly re-echoes the idea that the proper aim and office
of the Council is to stop the mouth of arrogant professors; if that
is accomplished everything is gained, according to this pastor
of a flock feeding on red earth. On the other hand | heard very
different words fall to-day from the mouth of another German
Bishop, who said he was constantly asking himself how long the
German Bishops would look on and put up with everything.

The great and all-absorbing question now is what will next
be brought before the Council after April 24. In the natural
order the second part of the Schema de Fide would come on,
which is comparatively innocuous though abundantly capable
of improvement. But is it not time to fabricate the talisman

%L [CF. Janus, pp. 382-4.—TR.{FNS]
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of absolute power, the infallibilist dogma? Then would the
Council be in the fullest sense and for ever provided for and

finished, and the master would praise his servants. Many
will answer the question in the affirmative. The two modern
Fathers, Veuillot and Margotti, strain every nerve daily for that
end, and many of the most zealous French Bishops—as those
of Moulins, Bourges, and Carcassonne, and the indefatigable
Mermillod—have represented to the willing Pius, as | mentioned
yesterday, that now is the nick of time, and that he may gratify
the longing of his faithful adherents by placing infallibility in
the order of the day. These Frenchmen consider that their
Government, now occupied with the plébiscite, will not trouble
itself with the acts and decisions of the Council, and moreover
needs the help of the clergy. Amid the bustle of the plébiscite, they
think the new dogma, and even the reproduction of the Syllabus
in the twenty-one canons, will excite little stir or indignation, for
the French can only embrace one idea at a time, and the Parisians
only discuss one subject in their salons.

Banneville has at last actually presented the memorandum of
his Government to the Pope, as President of the Council, and
with the intimation that it should be communicated to the Fathers.
That of course will not be done, for both Pius and Antonelli are
irritated at the paper. Pius is annoyed at the innermost kernel of
the dogma being so openly exposed to view, when Count Daru
says, “You want to hand over all rights and powers to the Church,
and then by the infallibilist dogma to concentrate this plenitude of
temporal and spiritual power in the one person of the Pope.” That
is of course what the Curia does want, but it should be uttered in
pious and somewhat obscure phraseology, as the Civilta usually
speaks, and not be called by its right name in this bold and
naked fashion. Antonelli again is much displeased, because
his favourite distinction between the principles in which the
Church must be inexorable, and the practice in which Rome will
graciously concede the very opposite, is met here by the inquiry
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whether the faithful are actually to be taught henceforth that they
must believe what they need not carry out in practice, and accept
as divinely revealed rules which they may without hesitation
transgress? He had reckoned on a better understanding, on the
part of the French Government, of the favourite Roman theory
of infinite and inexhaustible papal indults and dispensations, and
is glad that he need make no reply to the note which throws so
glaring a light on the morality of the Curia and its notions of
duty and truth. He contents himself with telling the diplomatists
that there would be some difficulty in the Pope's communicating
the note to the Council. Clearly, for they must at the same time
be directed to attempt a refutation, and that would lead to very
awkward consequences. The French Government might indeed
have sent their memorandum to each Bishop separately, but then
they would have had the prospect of the non-French Bishops of
the majority returning it unopened.

Count Trautmansdorff has also presented the memorandum of
the Austrian Government to the Cardinal Secretary of State. It
runs as follows:—

“Nous voulons seulement élever aussi notre voix pour
dégager notre responsabilité et signaler les conséquences
presqu'inévitables d'actes qui devraient étre regardés comme
une atteinte portée aux lois qui nous régissent. Comme le
Gouvernement francais, c'est a un devoir de conscience que
nous pensons obéier, en avertissant la cour de Rome des périls
de la voie dans laquelle des influences prepondérates semblent
vouloir pousser le Concile. Ce qui nous émeut, ce n'est pas le
danger dont nos institutions sont menacées, mais bien celui que
courent la paix des esprits et le maintien de la bonne harmonie
dans les relations de I'état avec I'Eglise. Le sentiment qui nous
fait agir doit paraitre d'autant moins suspect au St. Siége qu'il
correspond a l'attitude d'une fraction importante des Péres du
Concile, dont le dévouement aux intéréts du Catholicisme ne
saurait étre I'objet d'un doute. Placés sur un tout autre terrain que
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cette fraction, puisque nous n'obéissons qu'a des considérations
politiques, nous nous rencontrons toutefois aujourd'hui dans le
désir commun d'écarter certaines éventualités. Cette coincidence
de nos efforts nous permet de croire qu'en prenant la parole
au nom des seuls intéréts de I'Etat nous ne méconnaissons pas
ceux de I'Eglise. Si la démarche du Gouvernement francais,
gue nous désirons seconder de tout notre pouvoir, vient en ce
moment donner un appui a la minorité du Concile et l'aider a
faire prévaloir des idées de modération ou de prudence, nous ne
pourrons que nous féliciter d'un tel résultat, bien que, je le répéte,
notre action soit parfaitement indépendante et doive rester en
tout cas indépendante de celle des membres du Concile.”

Finally the observations of the French Government are
urgently commended to the attention of the Curia.
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Rome, April 27, 1870.—We find ourselves in a remarkably
critical position here. The great event so long expected of the
first promulgation of dogmas is over, and the desired unanimity
has been successfully attained for these four chapters of the
Schema de Fide, notwithstanding the supplemental paragraph.
Two Bishops who could not overcome their dislike to that
paragraph preferred to stay away or leave Rome for the day.
All the curialists are in high feather, and are congratulating each
other on their victory, boasting that they have gained three most
important points without any public opposition. First, the Pope,
for the first time for 350 years,%?]

and in contradiction to the practice of the first 1000 years of
Church history, has defined and published the decrees in his
own name as supreme legislator, just like those masters of the
world, Innocent 1., Innocent 1v. and Leo x., merely with the
addition that the Council also sanctions them. Secondly, the new
order of business has now been virtually accepted by all, and the
protest abandoned. Thirdly, the conclusion, which is meant to
invest with conciliar authority the former dogmatic decrees of
the Popes, has been accepted.

The excitement visible on the countenances of the majority,
when Schwarzenberg, Darboy, Rauscher and Hefele were called
up to vote, showed what had been expected. The mass of the
majority say the same thing will happen when the Schema on the
Church has to be voted on; the minority answer that it will not,
and that they only want to avoid wasting their powder before the
time; “la minorité se recueille,” like Russia after the last war, and

%2 [Since, that is, the Lateran synod of 1517 under Leo X.{FNS—TR.{FNS
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on the division day will be found fully equipped for the fight.
We shall soon see, for that day is not far distant. But now what
next? The infallibilist party are afraid of this dogma being lost
after all, like a ship wrecked in port. They reckon that the time
is approaching when the Council must inevitably be prorogued,
and therefore urge the Pope to break through the regular order
of the Schemata, and bring forward at once either the whole
Schema de Ecclesia or the article on papal infallibility which
has been interpolated into it. The four French Bishops assured
him that they spoke in the name of the 400. Pius would not of
course feel any very constraining influence in their wishes per
se, for he knows well enough that the 400 are composed mainly
of his foster-sons and of the Bishops of the States of the Church
and the Neapolitans, who all speak or hold their peace and sit
or stand as they are bidden. But it would be an unspeakably
bitter sacrifice for him to refuse to his trusty adherents what he
so earnestly desires himself, and to let these 400 or at least many
of them say, “Your own organ, the Civilta, the Jesuits, Veuillot,
Margotti—have forced this question upon us; we have agitated
for it and staked our name and theological credit on it, and now
it is all to be labour lost!”

But now the writings of the German Bishops have appeared
and the notes of the Governments have been delivered. To the
French note is added a more urgent one from Austria, as well as
a Prussian, a Portuguese and now also a Bavarian note, and all
breathe the same spirit. All give warning that they shall regard the
threatened decrees on the power and infallibility of the Pope as
a declaration of war against the order and authority of the State.
Even the English Government leaves no room for doubt about
its mind, and if the Pope—as | know—fears above all things any
manifestation of feeling there, he might learn from Manning that
the strongest antipathy is felt among all classes, high and low,
to the proposed dogmas, and that English statesmen see in them
nothing less than a suicidal infatuation. Manning has thoroughly
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authentic proofs of that in his hands, but of course he won't
produce them.

Pius is in a chronic state of extreme irritation. He sees
with pleasure his two favourite journals—the Univers and
Unita—abuse the Opposition Bishops in the most contemptuous
language, and he indulges himself in outbreaks of bitterness
against those who question his infallibility, which pass from
mouth to mouth here but which one dares not write down. Even
Cardinal Bilio is alarmed at such ebullitions, and affirms that
he is constantly urging moderation and forbearance on the Pope,
and has already warded off a great deal of mischief.

What strikes us foreigners is the evident indifference to the
Council and its acts manifested by the inhabitants of the eternal
city of every class. It is seldom spoken of in society, and what
absorbs the attention of the world north of the Alps seems hardly
to have the least interest for the Romans, what is there heard of
with astonishment they hardly think worth a passing mention.
And if ever the Council is spoken of, it is in hurried, mysterious,
abrupt sentences, for every one says the espionage system has
never been in such force here as since the opening of the Council,
and a large staff lives by the trade. | know persons here whose
doors are constantly watched by spies, who do not even conceal
themselves, and if the Roman theologians had such rich materials
for their investigations as is possessed by the Roman police, they
would not have their equals in the world.

The Romans as a rule are fully aware of the financial value of
the infallibilist doctrine, and know right well that a large increase
of revenue as well as power from all countries is looked for as its
product. That in their eyes is already an accomplished fact. They
know for certain that the dogma will be at once proclaimed, and
there is hardly a Roman here who has not an uncle or brother
or nephew in orders and may not hope to share the anticipated
profits in his own person or in the person of his relatives. The
curialists here say, “We have lost so much by the diminution of
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the States of the Church, and so many payments, benefices and
lucrative posts have passed out of our hands, that we absolutely
require to be indemnified in some other way, and this the
new dogma is intended to do and must do for us.” If ever the
Pope is acknowledged throughout Christendom as an infallible
authority, it is inevitable that ecclesiastical centralization should
take much larger dimensions than before. Not only doctrine, but
everything concerning Church life will be drawn to Rome and
there finally settled. Theologians may undertake to distinguish
between matters to which the Pope's infallible authority extends
or does not extend, but in practice everything signed with his
name will be held to be an utterance of divine truth, and nothing
which is not attested with that signature will be held valid. There
is a proverb here—

Quei consigli son prezzati
Che son chiesti e ben pagati.

And who would not gladly pay a handsome sum to be armed
with an infallible decision, which will at once crush all opposition
and put down all adversaries? The golden age of papal chanceries
and clerks lies not in the past, in the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries when, as a court prelate of the day tells us, the
papal officials were daily employed in counting up gold pieces;
it will first dawn on the day this truly golden doctrine of
infallibility is promulgated. Were Cicero to re-appear in Rome
now, he might repeat what he said in the Oration Pro Sextio,
“Jucunda res plebi Romane, victus enim suppeditabatur large
sine labore;” only he could no longer add, “Repugnabant boni,
quod ab industrid plebem ad desidiam avocari putabant.” For
such “boni” no longer exist at Rome; rather is the account
of Tacitus completely verified, “Securi omnes aliena subsidia
expectant, sibi ignavi, aliis graves.”®® Another thing is the large
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and incurable deficit in the Roman finances, which must increase
every year. There is an annual expenditure of thirty million francs
to cover, and the Peter's pence, which came to fourteen millions
in 1861, have sunk to about eleven millions, notwithstanding
the collections ordered to be made everywhere twice a year.
No further help can be obtained from loans. M. de Corcelles,
who has exposed this uncomfortable state of things with the best
intentions, has no other remedy to propose but a great increase
of Peter's pence. It is hoped in Rome that the different nations
will contribute larger sums than before to the Pope, now he is
become infallible and thus more closely united to Deity. But
they reckon much more on the enormous centralization and all-
embracing monopoly of all possible dispensations, indulgences,
consultations, canonizations, and decisions on moral, liturgical,
political, dogmatic and disciplinary questions. They remember
the treasures amassed in the temple of Delphi in ancient days,
and expect the new oracle to be erected on the Tiber to attract,
like a vast magnet, not iron but gold and silver.

Neither Pius nor the Monsignori and other curialists think it
conceivable that the minority will hold out to the last in their
opposition. They reckon securely on this fraction of the Council
being broken up by fear and discouragement, and that few if
any of them will let matters come to a non placet in the next
public Session, and thus openly confess themselves unwillingly
subdued. To those Roman clerics, who are accustomed to look
at religious questions only as the ladder by which to mount to
an agreeable life and good income, courage and steadfastness
in the confession of ascertained truth is something strange and
inconceivable. Fear and hope, calculations of loss and gain, will
finally decide the Bishops' votes—that is the firm persuasion of
every Italian member of the Curia. So much is certain: if on the
very eve of the Solemn Session, when the new dogma is to be
promulgated, it was certainly known that eighty Bishops would
say Non placet next day, the Session would be countermanded

[484]

[485]



[486]

312 Letters From Rome on the Council

and the Church saved. The first question for us Germans is
of course whether we can trust our Bishops? Will they abide
steadfast? Or will they at last sacrifice themselves and the truth,
their clergy and their flocks? As to what immediately concerns
the clergy, this is not strictly a question of doctrine belonging to
the sphere of religious faith and mystery, where one might make
a willing submission of mind to a decree held to be the voice
of divine revelation; it is a pure question of historical facts to
be determined by historical evidence, of points on which every
educated man capable of judging evidence, whether a Catholic
or not, can form an independent judgment. Every one with eyes
to see can answer with absolute certainty these three questions,
on which the whole matter hinges—

1. Is it true that the admonition to Peter to confirm his
brethren has always and in the whole Church been understood of
an infallibility promised to all Bishops of Rome?

2. Is it true that this infallibility of all Popes h