
 
 

Copyright Permissions: Tips for Authors 
Copyright is a complex subject, and causes concern for many because of the legal implications.  Based 

on the most frequent queries to our office, here are some tips for getting your figures and permissions 

in order for your submitted manuscript, but please feel free to contact us at 

advancedscience@wiley.com if you have any queries – we’ll be happy to help out. 

Figure reproduction, adaptation, and redrawing 

Reproduction of a figure means using a figure that has been previously published in exactly the same 

form.  Adaptation of a figure means changing the previously published form, for example by adding or 

subtracting information.  Both reproduction and adaptation of previously published work require 

copyright permission to have been granted.  Redrawn figures do not require copyright permission, nor 

do figures created using data or results from other publications.  To illustrate the difference between 

adaptation and redrawing, here’s an example: You are preparing a paper on a new application for a 

material, and you want to include the synthesis scheme for the material in your introduction.  You have 

the paper which reported the initial synthesis, but you have used a different reagent in one of the steps.  

You can save a copy of the figure, edit it to replace the different reagent, and add that to your 

manuscript.  This is an adaptation, and requires permission.  Alternatively, you can use the figure as a 

guide and redraw the synthesis scheme entirely, creating a new figure with the correct information.  

This is redrawing, and does not require permission. 

There is always a great deal of discussion about what degree of change constitutes a new figure rather 

than an adaptation, but a useful rule of thumb is: if you started with a figure from another publication, 

it’s an adaptation and you should always, to be on the safe side, seek permission.   

Seeking permission to reproduce your figures 

Copyright of articles is in most cases held by the publisher.  A general exception to this rule is open 

access journals, which have different (and in some cases very specific) agreements governing re-use of 

material.  If you wish to reproduce materials from an open access title, you should check the journal 

homepage for more information on their re-use policies.  For subscription journals where permission is 

required, the guidelines below provide quick pointers on how to find the right place to apply.  In cases 

where the Rightslink system is used, permission will usually be granted immediately.  More specialized 

requests may take longer, or need to be followed up with the publisher’s rights and licenses 

department, but guidance will be given in such cases. If possible, please confirm you have received all 

permissions when you upload your production data – this will help us publish your paper as fast as 

possible. 

 



 
 

 

American Chemical Society:  uses Rightslink. Go to the abstract page of the article from 

which the figure is to be reproduced.  In the right-hand toolbar, 

click the ‘Rights and Permissions’ link to get to the permission 

request form.  

 

American Institute of Physics: uses Rightslink. Go to the abstract page of the article from 

which the figure is to be reproduced.  Hover over the tools icon 

on the right-hand side, and select “Permissions/Reprints” from 

the drop-down menu. 



 
 

 

Elsevier:   uses Rightslink. Go to the abstract page of the article from 

which the figure is to be reproduced.  Click the ‘Permissions and 

Reprints’ link to get to the permission request form. 

 

 

Institute of Physics:  Fill out the permissions request form, and send it to 

permissions@iop.org 



 
 

John Wiley and Sons/Wiley-VCH:  no permission required as Wiley already holds the copyright for 

its published articles. 

 

Royal Society of Chemistry:  via the copyright permission form on their platform 

http://www.rsc.org/AboutUs/Copyright/permissionform.cfm 

 

 

 

 

 

Springer:  uses Rightslink. Go to the abstract page of the article from 

which the figure is to be reproduced.  Click the ‘Permissions and 

Reprints’ link to get to the permission request form. 

 

 

Nature Publishing Group:  uses Rightslink. Go to the abstract page of the article from 

which the figure is to be reproduced.  Click the ‘Permissions and 

Reprints’ link in the right-hand toolbar to get to the permission 

request form. 



 
 

 

 

 

Science:  uses Rightslink. Go to the abstract page of the article from 

which the figure is to be reproduced.  Click the ‘Commercial 

Reprints and Permissions’ link in the left-hand toolbar to get to 

the permission request form. 



 
 

 

 

Re-using figures from the internet 

Figures published on the internet are usually copyrighted and will require permission for re-use, unless 

the author/owner has made explicit that the image is freely available.  If there is an image that you find 

and would like to use, always check the source and whether or not you need to ask for permission to re-

use it.  If you cannot find this information, it’s best to look for a different image, as we will not be able to 

republish it.  If an image requires credit for re-use, that can be included in your figure caption without 

any problem. 

Further information 

If your query is not covered in the information above, please consult our FAQs 

http://authorservices.wiley.com/bauthor/faqs_copyright.asp  or contact our editorial team at 

advancedscience@wiley.com who will be happy to assist. 

 


