
 
  



    

 

 

           

          

          

            

        

            

           

        

  

PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC  OF CHINA
 

CONSTITUTION 

With over 1.3 billion people, the People’s Republic of China is the 

most populous country in the world. Modern China was born under the 

leadership Mao Zedong on October 1, 1949. Three Constitutions, adopted 

in 1954, 1975 and 1978, preceded China’s current Constitution, but all were 

repealed as China developed. After the Great Leap Forward and the 

Cultural Revolution, and the end of Mao’s rule in 1976, economic and social 

reforms advocated by Deng Xiao Ping, a Communist Party leader, were 

widely adopted. China’s current Constitution, adopted in 1982, reflects 

these reforms. 

http://www.gov.cn/english/
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/COLDmao.htm
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/constitution/constitution.html
http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/watkins/greatleap.htm
http://library.thinkquest.org/26469/cultural-revolution/
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/data/people/dengxiaoping.shtml
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/constitution/constitution.html


        

     

            

         

      

 

 

  

           

          

          

           

           

The Chinese Constitution is divided into five parts: the preamble,
 

general principles, the fundamental rights and duties of citizens, the 

structure of the state, and the national flag, the national emblem and the 

capital. The Constitution has been amended four times since its 

promulgation: in 1988, 1993, 1998, and 2004. 

EXECUTIVE BRANCH 

The President of the People’s Republic of China is the Head of 

State, and may also serve as the Chairman of the Central Military 

Commission, and General Secretary of the Communist Party of China. 

Currently, Hu Jintao fills all of these roles, though it is required that he hold 

all three positions. Holding all three positions is typically a sign that an 

http://www.fact-index.com/p/pr/president_of_the_people_s_republic_of_china.html
http://english.cpc.people.com.cn/
http://www.china.org.cn/english/PP-e/48915.htm
http://www.china.org.cn/english/PP-e/48915.htm


           

          

          

  

           

           

           

     

            

             

           

       

         

       

           

           

    

individual has consolidated his power within the political sphere in China.
 

The President is elected by the National People’s Congress and all 

candidates for the Presidency are recommended by the Communist Party 

of China. 

To be eligible for the Chinese Presidency, the candidate must be a 

Chinese citizen, at least 45 years old. Each presidential term lasts for five 

years, and the president may serve a maximum of two terms. Hu Jintao 

was elected president in 2003. 

While the president is the head of state, China also has a Premier, 

who is the head of government. The Premier is similar to a Prime Minister 

in other countries. The Premier is responsible for overseeing all the 

different ministries and departments of the government. Similar to the 

President, the Premier is nominated by the Communist Party of China 

and elected by the National People’s Congress. 

Wen Jiabao is the current premier of China. The Premier’s term, like 

the President’s, lasts for five years. Wen Jiabao took office one day after 

Hu Jintao in 2003. 

http://www.china.org.cn/english/27743.htm
http://english.gov.cn/2007-10/22/content_923081.htm
http://english.gov.cn/2005-09/02/content_28612.htm
http://www.gov.cn/english/2005-08/31/content_27885.htm


 

 

 

 

 



  

         

          

         

        

   

          

              

        

          

         

     

             

        

          

LEGISLATIVE BODY 

The National People’s Congress meets in Beijing for two sessions 

every year in the Great Hall of the People in Beijing. Local assemblies 

elect 3,000 delegates to represent the provinces on four-year terms. China 

has 22 provinces, five autonomous regions, four municipal regions, and two 

special administrative regions. 

The Communist Party in China historically led the country and all 

leaders were members of the party. Now there is a small minority of non-

party representatives to the National People’s Congress. The Party, 

however, still has great influence on the National People’s Congress and so 

the National People’s Congress is often accused of automatically pushing 

Party mandates through the legislative process. 

With such a large legislative body, most of the day to day work of the 

National People’s Congress is accomplished by the nine-member Standing 

Committee, members of which are selected by the Communist Party. 

http://www.china.org.cn/english/features/legislative/75857.htm
http://www.china.org.cn/english/features/beijing/30796.htm
http://www.sacu.org/provmap.html
http://www.gov.cn/english/2005-09/02/content_28456.htm
http://www.gov.cn/english/2005-09/02/content_28456.htm


 

  

        

          

          

     

         

         

           

         

          

      

JUDICIAL SYSTEM 

China’s modern legal system developed after the death of Mao 

ZeDong in 1976 and the end of the Cultural Revolution. Mao discouraged 

the development of any legal system because he believed the Chinese 

Communist Party fulfilled that role. 

Today, China’s legal system is divided into four levels. The highest 

court in mainland China, is the Supreme People’s Court. The Supreme 

People’s Court has jurisdiction over all lower and special jurisdiction courts. 

Beneath the Supreme People’s Court, there are three tiers (basic, 

intermediate and high) of Local People’s Courts. The Local People’s 

Courts handle criminal and civil matters. 

http://english.gov.cn/2005-08/29/content_27294.htm
http://www.olemiss.edu/courses/pol324/chnjudic.htm


        

      

   

           

          

        

        

            

          

      

China’s Constitution also provides for Courts of Special Jurisdiction.
 

Currently, China has special courts for the military, railroads, water 

transportation and forestry. 

China’s judiciary struggles to be independent in the face of influence 

from the Communist Party. Local judges are often influenced by funding 

and appointments. In 2005, the judiciary announced a series of reforms as 

part of a five-year plan to increase judicial independence. These steps 

include more education for judges and a more open and public judicial 

system. The government also included the judiciary in its 2010 Effort to 

Combat Corruption and Build a Clean Government. 

http://www.cecc.gov/pages/annualRpt/annualRpt05/2005_5c_judicial.php#14a
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/china/2010-12/29/c_13669383.htm
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/china/2010-12/29/c_13669383.htm
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IMPLEMENTATION OF UNITED NATIONS COUNTER-TERRORISM RESOLUTIONS 

China is a party to thirteen of the sixteen universal legal instruments 

to prevent terrorist attacks. Most significantly, China has not yet adopted 

the Nuclear Convention or the Plastic Explosives Convention. 

Ratified Yet to be Ratified 

The Aircraft Convention: 1963 
Convention on Offences and Certain 
Other Acts Committed on Board 
Aircraft 
Ratified: November 14, 1978 

Plastic Explosives Convention: 1991 
Convention on the Marking of 
Plastic Explosives for the Purpose of 
Detection 

The Unlawful Seizure Convention: 

1970 Convention for the 
Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of 
Aircraft 

2005 Protocol for the Suppression 
of Unlawful Acts against the safety 
of fixed platforms located on the 
Continental Shelf 

The Civil Aviation Convention: 1971 
Convention for the Suppression of 
Unlawful Acts against the Safety of 
Civil Aviation 
Ratified: September 10, 1980 

2005 Protocol to the Convention 
for the Suppression of Unlawful 
Acts against the Safety of 
Maritime Navigation 



Ratified: August 5, 
1987

Ratified: March 5, 1999

     

  
    

   
  

   
 

 

 

  
   

  

 

    
    

   

   

 

    
     

      
    

    
     

    
     

   

 

   
    

      
     
     

   
   
 

   

 

Ratified Yet to be Ratified 

The Diplomatic Agents 
Convention: 1973 Convention on 
the Prevention and Punishment of 
Crimes Against Internationally 
Protected Persons 

Hostages Convention: 1979 
International Convention against the 
Taking of Hostages 

Nuclear Materials Convention: 1980 
Convention on the Physical 
Protection of Nuclear Material 

Ratified: January 26, 1993 
Airport Protocol and Montreal 
Convention on Air Safety: 1988 
Protocol for the Suppression of 
Unlawful Acts of Violence at Airports 
Serving International Civil Aviation, 
supplementary to the Convention for 
the Suppression of Unlawful Acts 
against the Safety of Civil Aviation 
Ratified: January 10, 1989 

Maritime Convention: 1988 
Convention for the Suppression of 
Unlawful Acts against the Safety of 
Maritime Navigation and the 2005 
Protocol to the Convention for the 
Suppression of Unlawful Acts 
against the Safety of Maritime 
Navigation 



Ratified: August 20, 1991

2001

2006

     

    
      
      

    
     

      
    

    
    

  
    

 

    
   

    
   

 

   
   

    
 

  
 

 

   
   

    
 

   
 

 

  
    

    

   

 

 

         

         

             

    

Ratified Yet to be Ratified 

Fixed Platform Protocol: 1988 
Protocol for the Suppression of 
Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of 
Fixed Platforms Located on the 
Continental Shelf and the 2005 
Protocol to the Protocol for the 
Suppression of Unlawful Acts 
against the Safety of Fixed 
Platforms Located on the 
Continental Shelf 

Terrorist Bombing Convention: 1997 
International Convention for the 
Suppression of Terrorist Bombings 
August 20, 1991 

Terrorist Financing Convention: 
1999 International Convention for 
the Suppression of the Financing of 
Terrorism 
Ratified: November 13, 

Nuclear Terrorism Convention: 
2005 International Convention for 
the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear 
Terrorism 
Ratified: April 19, 

2005 Amendment to the 
Convention on the Physical 
Protection of Nuclear Material 

Ratified: November 8, 2007 

China is taking steps to implement the suggestions of UN Resolutions 

1373 and 1624. Periodically, China updated the UN on its progress, with 

last report submitted in the summer of 2006. China is working to redraft 

and update its Anti-Terrorism Law. 



         

         

         

          

          

           

          

        

           

       

       

        

        

           

        

         

           

    

      

           

In response to the portion of Resolution 1373 that prohibits the 

financing of terrorists, China drafted a new Anti-Money Laundering Law. 

Financial institutions, and select non-financial institutions, such as law 

firms, accounting firms and jewelers, are now required to report suspicious 

financial activity to intelligence services. Funds of terrorists may also be 

confiscated by the Chinese government after the suspect is in custody. The 

legislative process for all recommendations of Resolution 1373 is ongoing. 

Hong Kong and Macao are special administrative regions of China, 

and each region has its own laws. Both SARs have recently passed laws 

criminalizing terrorism. The laws more specifically addressed the 

definitions of terrorism and terrorist organizations and include incitement 

and financing of terrorism as separate offenses. Macao is China’s Las 

Vegas, and the legislative reforms are focusing on Macao’s casinos to 

ensure the casinos aren’t used to launder money or finance terrorism. 

Hong Kong adopted an Advanced Passenger Processing Scheme in 

which passenger data is transmitted and processed in advance of the 

passenger’s arrival. Macao and mainland China have yet to adopt the 

Advanced Passenger Processing Scheme. 

China has strengthened its laws to combat illegal migration into and 

out of China and crackdown on human smuggling. Much of the focus in 



           

      

       

 

        

             

        

           

           

            

          

        

            

           

          

 

this regard has been concentrated on China’s coastal borders. China has 

implemented standardized procedures for port security and to check 

shipping facilities, especially to and from Taiwan. 

CORRUPTION AND GOVERNANCE 

Almost half of China’s respondents of the 2010 Global Corruption 

Barometer study said that corruption in the country was on the rise. Only 

25% of respondents believed corruption had decreased. Still, this is 

relatively low compared to other countries where as many as 70% of 

respondents said corruption was on the rise. In addition, only 9% of 

Chinese reported having paid a bribe in the last year. This tied with Japan 

for the lowest of all the counties reported on this website. 

China’s governance indicators are largely steady. The country scores 

among the lowest in the world for “voice and accountability,” but in the 

middle, 25 to 75 percentile, for all other indicators. Surveyed since 

2003, China’s governance indicators have fluctuated, but there are no 

dramatic changes. 




