Sun SelectSM program

U P D A T E

Tampa Electric will break ground mid-2018
on its eighth community-sited solar
installation that will be located at the
Florida Conservation and Technology
Center in Apollo Beach. The system, when
complete in August 2018, will consist of
210 panels and produce 75 kW of power
from the sun.
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Tampa Electric’s Renewable Energy program,
launched in 2000, is now called Sun Select. Customer
participation in this program helps fund the installation
of community-sited solar arrays across West Central
Florida. Participants choose to purchase one or more
“solar blocks” each month. For each $5 solar block
purchased, Tampa Electric produces 200 kilowatthours from solar and sends it out on the grid.
See our solar-sited arrays at:
• Florida Aquarium
• Middleton High School
• Lowry Park Zoo
• Walker Middle School
• Manatee Viewing Center • LEGOLAND® Florida
Imagination Zone
• Museum of Science
and Industry

TAMPA ELECTRIC ’S MANATEE
VIEWING CENTER

FLORIDA AQUARIUM

E N E R G Y

Sun Select offers a unique opportunity to support the
use of renewable energy with a one-time purchase
of solar blocks. It’s an easy way to offset the energy
needs for a special event or business function. Visit
tampaelectric.com/solar to learn more.

E N E R G Y

Coming Soon

U P D A T E

Tampa Electric broke ground on the first of 10 utilityscale solar installations in early 2018 and will begin
construction on several others throughout the year.
By January 2019, a total of 400 MW of solar will be
operational with an additional 200 MW to be constructed
by 2021. Once complete, Tampa Electric will own and
operate 600 MW of utility-scale solar at ten sites in
Hillsborough, Polk and Pasco counties, enough to power
more than 100,000 homes.

Look for new solar offerings from Tampa Electric in 2018
As Tampa Electric increases its solar generating capacity, it’s also researching new
solar programs that will provide customers with new ways to engage in and support
solar technology. For the latest updates, visit tampaelectric.com/solar.
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More solar to come

R E N E W A B L E

TA M P A E L E C T R I C R E N E W A B L E E N E R G Y U P D A T E 2 0 1 7

An Annual Update on Tampa Electric’s
Renewable Energy Initiatives | 2017
Tampa Electric has provided renewable options for residential and
commercial customers since 2000. In early 2017 the company completed
construction on the largest solar array in the Tampa Bay area and will
significantly expand its solar generating capacity over the next three years.

Customers have purchased

89 MILLION

kilowatt-hours
of renewable energy
since 2000

Enough energy to power nearly

6,000 HOMES
for a year

It’s the equivalent to removing

nearly 55,000 TONS

of carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere

RENEWABLE ENERGY SNAPSHOT
In 2017, Tampa Electric:
• Completed construction of its Big Bend Solar project – the largest solar
installation in Tampa Bay. Rated at 19.8 megawatts (MW), it can power nearly
3,300 homes
• Received approval from the Florida Public Service Commission to significantly
expand its use of solar, giving it a higher percentage of solar than any other
Florida utility
• Expanded its solar education display at LEGOLAND® Florida by funding new
signs and displays that teach kids of all ages about solar technology.
• Generated more than 37,000 megawatt-hours (MWh) of solar energy at its
three large-scale solar installations at Big Bend, Tampa International Airport and
LEGOLAND Florida.

Tampa Electric will
significantly expand
use of solar
Tampa Electric reached a landmark agreement
with the Florida Public Service Commission and
several parties representing citizens of Florida to
significantly expand the use of solar to generate
electricity over the next three years. The company
has committed to add six million solar panels in
10 new solar installations across Tampa Electric’s
service area in West Central Florida.
In total, Tampa Electric will add 600 MW of solar
energy to its generating fleet, which is enough
electricity to power more than 100,000 homes.
When the projects are complete, nearly seven
percent of Tampa Electric’s generation will come
from the sun – a higher percentage of solar than
any other Florida utility.

Did you know?
Here are some interesting facts
about our Big Bend Solar array:
• Its 200,000 solar panels track the
sun, moving east to west, to maximize
exposure to the sun’s rays. This
increases the power production by
20 percent – enough to power more
than 3,300 homes.
• Hurricane Irma swept across the panels
and left no damage behind. This is
because the panels are designed to
reduce their exposure to high winds by
adjusting their angle and positioning
themselves as close to the ground as
possible.
• Tampa Electric has 40 sheep grazing
among the panels. The sheep eat the
grass that grows on the 106 acres
and reduce the need to use gasolinepowered mowers to control vegetation.
As an added benefit, the panels provide
shade for the sheep.

Here’s an update on
our other large-scale
solar arrays
Solar Power at Tampa International Airport
December 2017 marked the two-year anniversary of
Tampa Electric’s large-scale solar array at Tampa International
Airport. This array has generated 6,175 MWh of electricity
from the sun over the past two years, enough to power
215 homes each year.
Solar Power at LEGOLAND Florida
Also completed in December 2017, our LEGOLAND Florida
array is installed over the park’s preferred parking lot and
provides shade for 600 cars. Earlier this year, Tampa Electric
worked with designers at LEGOLAND Florida and expanded
the solar education display with new signs and displays that
teach kids about solar technology. The signs and displays
appear under the 1.4-megawatt solar installation and along a
fence near the entrance to the amusement park.

Solar Power at Big Bend
in Apollo Beach
Located near Tampa Electric’s Manatee Viewing
Center, construction on the company’s largest
solar array was completed in early 2017. Capable
of producing up to 19.8 MW of electricity from
the sun, this array features more than 200,000
thin-film solar panels spread across 106 acres on
land near the company’s Big Bend Power Station
in Apollo Beach.

TAMPA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

The solar additions will significantly reduce Tampa
Electric’s carbon dioxide emissions and give
customers the benefits of zero fuel-cost solar
generation for years to come. In addition, the
company will not raise its base rates for four years.
BIG BEND SOLAR

LEGOLAND ® FLORIDA
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