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Current Affairs January 2016 

This is a guide to provide you a precise summary and big collection of Multiple Choice 

Questions (MCQs) covering national and international current affairs for the month 

of  January  201 6 . This guide helps you in preparation for Indian competitive examinations 

like Bank PO, Banking, Railway, IAS, PCS, UPSC, CAT, GATE, CDS, NDA, MCA, MBA, 

Engineering, IBPS, Clerical Grade, Officer Grade etc.  

Audience 

Aspirants who are preparing for different competitive exams like Bank PO, Banking, 

Railway, IAS, PCS, UPSC, CAT, GATE, CDS, NDA, MCA, MBA, Engineering, IBPS, Clerical 

Grade, Officer Grade etc.  

Even though you are not preparing for any exams but you are willing to have news 

encapsulated in a roll which you can walk through within 30 minutes, then we have put all 

the major points for the whole month in precise and interesting way.  

Copyright and Disclaimer 

â Copyright 201 6 by Tutorials Point (I) Pvt. Ltd.  

All the content and graphics published in this e -book are the property of Tutorials Point (I) 

Pvt. Ltd. The user of this e -book is prohibited to reuse, retain, copy, distribute or republish 

any contents or a part of contents of this e -book in any manner wi thout written consent 

of the publisher.   

We strive to update the contents of our website and tutorials as timely and as precisely as 

possible, however, the contents may contain inaccuracies or errors. Tutorials Point (I) Pvt. 

Ltd. provides no guarantee re garding the accuracy, timeliness or completeness of our 

website or its contents including this tutorial. If you discover any errors on our website or 

in this tutorial, please notify us at contact@tutorialspoint.com  
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News 1 ï D.K. Hota to be the new CMD of defence PSU BEML Ltd  

01 - Jan:  Dr D .K. Hota is set to be the new CMD of defense PSU , BEML 

Ltd . This  position  goes vacant on 1st July, 2016 post the 

superannuation of P . Dwarakanth. His name was recommended by 

the Public Enterprises Selection Board . Mr. Hota is currently the 

Direc tor (HR) of this Bengaluru -based Rs. 3,000 -crore mining 

equipment and rail coaches c ompany. He has been on deputation at 

BEML from oil marketing major ,  HPCL for the last  two years.  

News 2 ï Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited  Appoints Atul Sobti as CMD 

01 - Jan:  State -owned power equipment maker , Bharat Heavy 

Electricals Limited ( BHEL) appo 0inted Mr. Atul Sobti as Chairman and 

Managing Director (CMD) for a period of five years.  He has been 

working with BHEL as a Board Director ,  where he headed two crucial 

portfolios of Power and Finance.  

 

 
 

News 3 ï Shekhar  Saran takes over  charge  as CMD of CMPDI  

01 - Jan:  The new Chairman -cum -Managing Director of Ranchi -based 

Central Mine Planning & Design Institute Ltd (CMPDI), Mr . Shekhar 

Saran has assumed charge. Before joining CMPDI, Mr . Saran has 

worked as the Director (Technical) of CMPDI.  He is a mining engineer 

and also holds an MBA. He began his career in the coal industry from 

South Eastern Coalfields Ltd (SECL) in 1981.  
 

 

News 4 ï Akshay Kothari named as Country Manager  (India) for LinkedIn  

0 3 - Jan:  Mr. Akshay Kothari has been appointed as the Country 

Manager for India by the Professional Networking Platform , 

LinkedIn. He will replace Nishant Rao.  Mr Kothari will report to 

Olivier Legrand.  He joined LinkedIn in 2013 after the company, 

Pulse, which he had  co- founded, was acquired by LinkedIn. Mr. 

Kothari also played a very vital role in increasing the number of 

members publishing on LinkedIn from 1,000 to nearly 2 Million in 

the last two years.   
 

 

 

 

 

Appointments 
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News 5 ï Abidali Z Neemuchwala appointed as the new CEO of WIPRO 

0 4 - Jan:  WIPRO announced that th ey have appointed Mr. Abidali Z 

Neemuchwala as the new CEO. Mr . Abidali was elevated from COO 

to CEO and succeeds T .K. Kurien , who has now been made the 

Executive Vice -Chairman. Both the se changes w ill be effective from 

February 1, 2016. Mr. Neemuchwala  will also join the board as an 

Executive Director.  

 

 

 
 

News 6 ï Radha Krishna Mathur sworn in  as the Chief Information 

Commissioner of India  

0 4 - Jan:  Former Defence Secretary , Mr. Radha Krishna Mathur took 

oath as the eight  Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) of India for 

a tenure of three years. He took the oath from the President , Pranab 

Mukherjee.  Mr. Mathur was appointed in place of Vijai Sharma  and 

is a retired IAS officer of the Tripura cadre.  

 

News 7 ï Filippo Grandi is the new UN High Commissioner for Refugees  

0 4 - Jan:  Mr. Filippo Grandi has been appointed as the UN High 

Commissioner for Refugees for a term of five years. He will succee d 

Mr. António Guterres. The challenges for the new commissioner stand 

tall with the up rise  in the number of migrants last year.  Mr. Grandi, 

who is from Italy, formerly was the head of UN Relief and Works 

Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) and prior 

to that he worked for the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan 

(UNAMA) as a Deputy Special Representative.  

News 8 ï Mary Barra becomes the Chairman of Board of Directors of GM 

0 5 - Jan:  Ms. Mary Barra was unanimously elected as the Chairman 

of General Motors (GM) Board of Directors. She will continue to 

function as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO). She was the first 

female CEO of any major automaker. Ms. Barra succeeds Theodore 

(Tim) Solso.  She began her career with GM in 1980.  

 

 

News 9 ï IAMAI announced Freecharge CEO Kunal Shah as its Chairman  

0 5 - Jan:  Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI), declared 

Mr. Kunal Shah as its new chairman. He will succeed Nishant Rao. 

Mr. Kunal Shah is the founder and CEO of Freecharge. IAMAI also 

named Mr. Vishwas Patel, CEO of CCAvenue s as its new tre asurer . 

The association was established in year 2004 and represents nearly 

200  companies  from digital and online industry.  
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News 10 ï Odisha Government Appoints Sam Pitroda as their Technical 

Advisor  

0 6 - Jan:  Mr. Sam Pitroda was appointed as the Technology Advisor 

to the Odisha Government for development of  Telecom, Electronics, 

IT, ITES sectors of the state.  Mr. Pitroda  will be given a cabinet rank 

in the state and will work for the Vision 2036 of 

the  Odisha  government.  

News 11 ï Government appoints AB Khare as CMD of Madras Fertilizers  

0 7 - Jan:  The Union Government has appointed Mr. AB Khare as the 

Chairman and Managing Director of the ir  state - run Madras 

Fertilizers  for a term of five -years. His name was recommended by 

the Public Enterprise Selection Board (PESB). Mr. Khare will succeed 

I . Vijay Kumar. Before joining Madras Fertilizers, Khare was working 

with state -owned fertilizer  firm , Rashtriya Chemicals  and Fertilizers 

as a Chief General Manager (Commercial).  

News 12 ï 105th Indian Science Congress Elects Dr. Achyuta Samanta as 

their General President  

0 7 - Jan:  Dr . Achyuta Samanta was elected as the General 

President of the 105th Indian Science Congress Association 

(ISCA).  He has set up institutions like Kalinga Institute of 

Industrial Technology (KIIT) University and Kalinga Institute of 

Social Sciences (KISS), B hubaneshwar.  

News 13 ï Pavan Kapoor is Indiaôs new Envoy to Israel 

0 7 - Jan:  Mr. Pavan Kapoor has been appointed as India's 

ambassador to Israel. He will succeed Jaideep Sarkar. Mr . Kapoor 

is currently India's High Commissioner in Maputo, which is the 

capital of Mozambique . India's relation with Israel recently is 

blooming after President Pranab Mukherjee had visited Tel Aviv in 

October last year, becoming the first Indian Head of State to visit 

the Jewish nati on.  

News 14 ï Sailesh is the new Registrar General and Census 

Commissioner of India  

0 7 - Jan:  1985 batch IAS officer of Assam -Meghalaya cadre, 

Sailesh was appointed as the Registrar General and Census 

Commissioner of India by the Appointments Committee of Cabinet 

for a period till July 28, 2017.  He will replace C . Chandramouli. 

Sailesh is presently the Additional Secretary in the Home 

Ministry.  The Office of the Registrar General and Census 

Commissioner is responsible for conducting the decennial Census.  
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News 15 ï Amitabh Kant appointed as NITI Aayog CEO  

0 7 - Jan:  The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has 

approved the appointment of the 1980 batch IAS officer of Kerala 

cadre , Amitabh Kant as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of NITI 

Aayog. Kant will join the office of CEO in March 2016.  He is 

currently the Secretary in the Department of Industrial Policy and 

Promotion in the Union Ministry of Commerce and Industry. He i s 

also one of the driving forces behind the Union Governmentôs two 

major campaigns ï Make in  India and Start Up India.  

News 16 ï Urjit Patel re -appointed as RBI Deputy Governor for Three 

Years  

0 8 - Jan:  The Government has re -appointed Dr . Urjit R Patel  as the 

Deputy Governor of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) , in -charge of the 

monetary policy department , for a three -year term.  The other 

three Deputy Governors are HR Khan, R Gandhi and SS Mundra.  

Mr. Urjit Patel made news after he headed a c ommittee that paved 

the way for the proposed monetary policy committee.  

 

News 17 ï Devender Kumar Sikri sworn in as the Chairman of Competition 

Commission of India  

11 - Jan:  Mr. Devender Kumar Sikri was sworn in as the Chairman 

of Competition Commission of India (CCI). He succeeded Ashok 

Chawla. Mr.  Sikri  is a 1975 batch Indian Administrative Service 

(IAS) officer of the Gujarat cadre.  The Competition Commi ssion of 

India (CCI)  consists of a Chairperson and 6 Members appointed 

by the Union Government.  Its duty is to eliminate practices having 

adverse effect s on competition and ensure freedom of trade in the 

markets of India.  

News 18 ï Flipkart promotes Binny Bansal as its new CEO  

11 - Jan:  Flipkart, one of the largest e -commerce companies in the 

country, announced the promotion of the current Chief Operating 

Officer , Binny Bansal to the post of Chief Executive Officer (CEO), 

while Sachin Bansal,  who was the CEO earlier, will now be the 

Executive Chairman for the company.  
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News 19 ï Airbus Appoints Ashish Saraf as the Groupôs Vice President  

11 - Jan:  Airbus Group appointed Mr. Ashish Saraf as Vice -President 

-  Industry Development, Strategic Partnerships and Offsets. He will 

look into the Group's existing  Make in India  initiatives . 

 

 

 

News 20 ï R Shivakumar appointed as the Chairman of ASSOCHAM 

Karnataka  

11 - Jan:  Mr. R. Shivakumar has been appointed as the 

Chairman of ASSOCHAM Karnataka Regional Council , which is 

the new regional outfit of ASSOCHAM, New Delhi. Mr . 

Shiva kumar is the Chairman of Kumar Group of companies, 

Bengaluru.  Similarly, S Babu was appointed as the Co-

Chairman of ASSOCHAM Karnataka. Mr . Babu is the Chairman 

of Ashwin Precision Products.  
 

 

News 21 ï Dinesh Sharma of India is Elected to the Board of Directors of 

China -backed AIIB  

17 - Jan:  Mr. Dinesh Sharma, Additional Secretary for Ministry 

of Finance , was elected to the 12 -member board of directors 

of the China -backed Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

(AIIB). It will be the first Board of Directors of AIIB.  The 

inaugural meeting of the board of the governors of the AIIB 

approved by - laws, rules and codes of conduct for the bank. 

Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley is the designated governor 

of the AIIB  from India.  

AIIB was formally launched by the Chinese President Xi Jinping. It holds an authorized  

capital of 100 billion US dollars  and subscribed capital of 50 billion US dollars. It will invest 

in sectors including transportation, energy, logistics and urban construction as well as 

education and healthcare.  

News 22 ï Tata Motors Appoints Mr. Guenter Butschek as Chief Executive 

Officer & Managing Director  

18 - Jan:  Tata Motors has appointed Mr . Guenter Butschek as 

nChief Executive Officer & Managing Director. Mr  Butschek will 

lead all operations of Tata Motors in India and in international 

markets including South Korea, Thailand, Indonesia and South 

Africa.  Mr Butschek joins Tata Motors after his last assignment 

at Airbus Group , where he served as the Chief Operating Officer 

at Airbus and Member of the Group Executive Committee.   
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News 23 ï Dr. Ravi Chellam appointed as the Executive Director of 

Greenpeace India  

19 - Jan:  Veteran Environmentalist and Conservationist , Dr . Ravi 

Chellam was appointed as the Executive Director of Greenpeace 

India, a Non -Government Organization  (NGO).  A wildlife biologist 

and conservation scientist by training, Ravi will anchor the NGO, 

which has been facing a series of challenge s from a variety of 

government agencies, and renew the organizationôs focus on 

campaigns for a clean and safe future.  

News 24 ï HaloSource hires Tamal Chaudhuri as India 

head 

19 - Jan: . HaloSource Inc., a clean water technology solu tions 

company, has appointed Tamal Chaudhuri as the General Manager 

to head India Operations. HaloSouce has a long -standing 

relationship with Eureka Forbes.  Prior to joining HaloSource, Mr 

Chaudhuri was working  with A.O. Smith India Water Products Pvt 

Ltd.  
 

News 25 ï Mamta Binani Nominated President of ICSI  

19 - Jan:  Mamta Binani has been elected as the President of the 

Institute of Company Secretaries of India (ICSI) for 2016. She took 

charge on January 19. She is the first Company Secretary to be 

conferred the 'Bharat Nirman Awards' in 2010.  She was the 

Chairperson  of the Eastern India Regional Council of The Institute of 

Company Secretaries of India in 2010. She was also the first CS to 

be conferred the 'Bharat Nirman Awards' in 2010.  

News 26 ï Priyanka Chopra and Amitabh Bachchan named as 'Incredible 

India' brand Ambassadors  

21 - Jan:  Amitabh Bachchan and Priyanka Chopra have been chosen 

as the brand ambassadors for the government's 'Incredible India' 

campaign. The duo will replace Ami r Khan , who had promoted 

Indian tourism for a decade as the brand ambassador.  There are 

also reports that the Indian Government is considering a famous 

female personality as the mascot for their 'Atithi Devo Bhava' 

series, which is also a part of the 'Incredible India' campaign .  

News 27 ï IRS officer Atulesh Jindal appointed the new Chairman of CBDT  

22 - Jan:  The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has 

approved the appointment of senior revenue service officer ,  

Atulesh Jindal as chairman o f the Central Board of Direct Taxes 

(CBDT). He will succeed A K Jain.  A 1978 batch Indian Revenue 

Service (IRS) officer, Mr Jindal is currently working as member 

(revenue) in the CBDT.  
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News 28 ï BJP Re-elects Amit Shah as its President  

25 - Jan:  Amit Shah was elected as the President of the BJP for a 

second term. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union ministers and 

chief ministers of BJP - ruled states proposed his name for the party 

presidentôs post during the nomination process. Shah is considered 

to be a close aide of PM Narendra Modi and he has also served as 

the home minister of Gujarat, when Modi was its chief minister.  

 

News 29 ï Twitter Named Leslie Berland as their Chief Marketing Officer  

26 - Jan:  Twitter Inc . has appointed Leslie Berland as the ir  Chief 

Marketing Officer (CMO). Before her appointment, CFO Anthony 

Noto was taking care of marketing operations.  Before joining 

Twitter, Ms. Berland was working at American Express (AmEx) as 

an Executive Vice-President of global advertising, marketing and 

digital partnerships.   

 

News 30 ï Government Appoints Gurdeep Singh as CMD of NTPC  

28 - Jan:  The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC), 

headed by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, appointed Gurdeep 

Singh as the Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of NTPC Ltd 

for a period of five years from the date of assumption of charge of 

the post.  He will succeed Arup Roy Choudhury. Mr. Singh is 

currently serving as the Managing Director of Gujarat State 

Electricity Company Limited (GESC).  

News 31 ï Supreme Court Appoints Justice Sanjay Mishra as the 

Lokayukta of Uttar Pradesh  

28 - Jan:  Supreme Court  approved the appointment of Justice 

Sanjay Mishra as the Lokayukta of Uttar Pradesh.  The apex court 

bench comprising Justice Ranjan Gogoi and Justice Prafulla C Pant 

recalled the earlier appointment of Justice Virendra Singh as the 

Lokayukta.  
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News 1 ï Cancer  Research Expert Harpal Singh Kumar honored with  

Knighthood by Queen Elizabeth II   

01 - Jan:  Indian -origin cancer research expert , Harpal Singh Kumar was 

given Knighthood by Queen Elizabeth II. He was rewarded for his 

services to cancer research and being "hugely influential in promoting 

research into th e prevention, early diagnosis and treatment of cancer, 

and cancer care."  His name appeared in the annual New Yearôs Honors  

list that includes a few of other Indian -origin individuals:  

 

Awards  Recipient  Reason  

Commander of the Most 

Excellent Order of the British 

Empire (CBE)  

Samir Desai, founder -CEO of 

Funding Circle  

For his work in the field of 

financial  inclusion  

Commander of the Most 

Excellent Order of the British 

Empire (CBE)  

Raminder Singh Ranger, 

Chairman of Sun Mark Ltd  

For services to business 

and  community cohesion  

Officer of the Most Excellent 

Order of the British Empire 

(OBE)  

Kala Patel, Managing 

Director of Kiddycare Ltd 

Nurseries  

For services to  childcare 

business  

Officer of the Most Excellent 

Order of the British Empire 

(OBE)  

Daljit Lally, Deputy Chief 

Executive of 

Northumberland Country 

Council  

For services to integrated 

care received  

 

News 2 ï DAVA Project Bags eASIA Award 2015  Uunder Trade Facilitation 

Category  

02 - Jan:  The eAsia Award 2015 was given to the Drug Authentication 

and Verification Application (DAVA) project of the Department of 

Commerce under Trade Facilitation category. This  award was 

declared by Asia Pacific Council for Trade Facilitation (APCTF) and 

Tehran  based (Iran) Electronic Business.  This award is managed by 

AFACT, which aims to develop and promote the trade facilitation, 

electronic business policies and activities in the Asia Pacific region.  

The project DAVA was launched by the Union Government in Ju ne 2015.  

 

 

 

Awards 
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News 3 ï Sanjay Subrahmanyam awarded with ñ2015 Sangita Kalanidhiò 

02 - Jan:  Sanjay Subrahmanyam, classical south Indian vocalist 

will receive the esteemed 2015 Sangita Kalanidhi award of The 

Music Academy this year. The highly regarded award was imparted 

upon him by renowned mathematician , Manjul Bhargava at the 

89th annual conference of the Madras Music Academy in Chennai . 

He became the seventh artist to be conferred with this award 

before 50 years of age .  

The list of recipients of awards in  other various categories are:  

 

Award  Winner  

Sangita Kala Acharya award  Vocalist Mysore Nagamani Srinath  

Sangita Kala Acharya award  Percussionist T.H. Subashchandran  

T.T.K. awards  Nagaswaram artiste Seshampatti Sivalingam  

T.T.K. awards   Veena artiste Kamala Aswathama   

 óMusicologistô award Gowri Kuppusamy  

Pappa Venkatramaiah award for 

Violin  
M.S. Mani  

Natya Kala Acharya  Dancer Alarmel Valli   

News 4 ï Kate Atkinson Won Costa Novel Prize 2015  

04 - Jan:  British writer Kate Atkinson has won the Costa Novel Prize 

for the second time in three years for her novel ñA God in Ruinsò. 

She won the same award for Life After Life  in 2013 and  Behind the 

Scenes at the Museum  in 1995.  It is the only major UK book prize 

that is open solely to authors resident in the  UK.  

 

Other winners are :  

Award  Winner  

Costa First Novel Award  Andrew Michael Hurley for  The Loney  

Costa Biography Award  
Andrea Wulf for  The Invention of Nature: The Adventures 

of Alexander Von Humboldt, The Lost Hero of Science  

Costa Poetry Award  Don Paterson for  40 Sonnets  

Costa Childrenôs Book 

Award  
Frances Hardinge for  The Lie Tree  
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News 5 ï Dr. Raghuram Rajan awarded Global and Asia -Pacific Central 

Bank Governor of the Year  

07 - Jan:  The Reserve Bank of India Governor, Dr. Raghuram Rajan 

has been conferred with the Central Banker of the Year Award 

(Global and Asia Pacific) for 2016 by The Banker, a monthly 

publication of the Financial Times Group focusing  on banking. The 

Central Banke r of the Year 2016 awards celebrate the officials that 

have best managed to stimulate growth and stabilize  their 

economy.  In recognition of the Reserve Bank of Indiaôs (RBI) 

contribution to the Indian economy past year, The Banker has awarded Raghuram Raja n 

with the title of  Global and Asia -Pacific Central Bank Governor of the Year.  

News 6 ï Balkrishna Garg receive s second Harikrishna Devsare Ba l 

sahitya Award  

08 - Jan:  Balkrishna Garg, Veteran Hindi poet, received the 2015 

Harikrishna Devsare B al  sahitya A ward in New Delhi. He was given 

the award for his Baa Geet , a collection of poems for children.  This  

award consists of a cash prize of 75000 rupees, a shawl and a 

citation. It is awarded in the memory of late Harikrishna Devsare , 

who was a renowned Hindi writer known for his  work in the field of 

children  literature.  

News 7 ï The 73rd Annual Golden Globe Awards announced  

11 - Jan:  The 73rd Annual Golden Globe Awards were announced  

in California . These annual awards are given to hono r the best in 

Motion Pictures and Television series every year .  

List of winners of the 73rd annual Golden Globe Awards:  

 

MOTION PICTURES :  

Category  Film  Name  

Picture, Drama  The Revenant  
 

Picture, Musical or Comedy  The Martian  
 

Actor, Drama:  The Revenant  Leonardo DiCaprio,  

Actress, Drama:  Room  Brie Larson,  

Director  The Revenant  Alejandro Inarritu,  

Actor, Musical or Comedy  The Martian  Matt Damon  

Actress, Musical or Comedy  Joy Jennifer Lawrence  

Supporting Actor  Creed  Sylvester Stallone,  

Supporting Actress,  Steve Jobs  Kate Winslet  
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Foreign Language  Son of Saul  
 

Animated Film  Inside Out  
 

  
TELEVISION :  

Category  Film  Name  

Series, Drama  Mr. Robot  
 

Actor, Drama  Mad Men  Jon Hamm  

Actress, Drama  Empire  Taraji P. Henson  

Series, Comedy  Mozart in the Jungle  
 

Actor, Musical or Comedy  Mozart in the Jungle  Gael Garcia Bernal  

Actress, Musical or Comedy  Crazy Ex -Girlfriend  Rachel Bloom,  

Movie or Limited Series  Wolf Hall  
 

Cecil B. DeMille Award  
 

Denzel    Washington  

 

News 8 ï Lionel Messi Conferred with Ballon d'Or Award 2015  

11 - Jan:  Argentine footballer , Lionel Messi won the Ballon d'Or 

Trophy  for the fifth time overall. He received 41.33 percent 

votes.   Cristiano Ronaldo stood second with 27.76 percent votes 

and Neymar stood third with 7.86 percent votes.  

Winners of 2015:  

¶ FIFA Ballon d'Or:  Lionel Messi . 

¶ FIFA Women's World Player of the Year:  Carli Lloyd . 

¶ FIFA Puskas Award:  Wendell Lira . 

¶ FIFA World Coach of the Year (Men's):  Luis Enrique . 

¶ FIFA World Coach of the Year (Women's):  Jill Ellis . 

¶ FIFA FIFPro World XI:  Neuer, Silva, Marcelo, Ramos, Alves, Iniesta, Modric, Pogba, 

Messi, Neymar, Ronaldo . 

¶ FIFA Fair Play Award:  All football organizations  supporting refugees . 
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News 9 ï Employees Provident Fund Organization bagged the National 

Award on  e-Governance 2015 -16. 

12 - Jan:  The  National Award on e-Governance 2015-16 was given to 

The Employeesô Provident Fund Organization for launching the 

Universal Account Number (UAN). The award was given in the 

óinnovative use of technology in e-governanceô category.  As a 

result, EPFO will receive a cash prize of INR 200000.  

 

News 10 ï Mohammedan Sporting Club honors Amitabh Bachchan  

12 - Jan:  Mohammedan Sporting Club of Kolkata bestowed actor 

Amitabh Bachchan with honorary life membership of the club.  

Sultan Ahmed, President of th is club, handed over the clubôs life 

membership to Mr. Bachchan.  This club is one of the oldest and 

leading football clubs in India.  

 

 

News 11 ï David Beckham awarded with Danny Kaye Humanitarian 

Leadership Award by UNICEF . 

12 - Jan:  UNICEF presented David Beckham with the Danny Kaye 

Humanitarian Leadership Award. The award was presented at the 

sixth biennial UNICEF Ball in Los Angeles as an honor for his work 

to save and improve the lives of children across the globe.  Beckham 

is a Goodwill Ambassador of UNICEF since 2005. He launched  7: 

The David Beckham UNICEF Fund,  in 2015, to raise funds and rally 

for the change for children.  The award is named after Danny Kaye, 

American actor and singer and the first amba ssador -at - large of th e 

UNICEF.  

News 12 ï Subhashini Vasanth awarded Neerja Bhanot Award  

13 - Jan:  Subhashini Vasanth was awarded the Neerja Bhanot 

Award. She is a Bengaluru -based activist and the award was given 

to her for her efforts to help people in distress and for empowering 

widows of martyrs and their families throughout the nation.  She 

started ñVasantharatna F oundation ò in the memory of her late 

husband Col Vasanth V.  This Neerja Bhanot Award is given to an 

Indian woman every year , who has faced social injustice and hel ps 

to empower other wome n in similar conditions. The award carries 

a cash prize of Rs 1.5 lakh s, a citation and a trophy.  
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News 13 ï Arison Tamfu awarded with the Lorenzo Natali Grand Prize 2015  

14 - Jan:  Arison Tamfu, editor  for the Cameroon Journal, won 

the  Lorenzo Natali Grand Prize . He was awarded the prize  for her  

critical investigative report related to  the UN Climate change 

negotiations title d ñAfricaôs billions might be buried foreverò. 

 

 

News 14 ï PM Modi felicitates the recipients of the Times Now Amazing 

Indians Awards 2016  

14 - Jan:  Prime Minister Narendra Modi felicitated the awardees 

of Times Now Amazing Indians Awards 2016. The awardees were 

extraordinary achievers, but ordinary people whose work shaped 

many lives  across the globe in different ways.  

 

 

List of Awardees :  

Name  Category  Achievement  

Late Kallen 

Pokkudan  
The Eco Saviours  

Known as Mangrove Man of India for 

preserving the wetlands and the eco system  

S Ramakrishnan  
Unstoppable 

Indians  

For work done for welfare of people with 

physical & mental impairments  

Sunita Aralikar  Stree Shakthi  
For her work championing cause of women 

empowerment, girl child adoption  

Popatrao Pawar  
The Grass Roots 

Soldiers  

He brought along wing s of change in his village 

Hiware Bazaar in Maharashtra as a Sarpanch.  

Timothy  Indian at Heart  Dedicated to find shelter for homeless kids  

Chintakindi 

Mallesham  

Incredible 

Innovators  

Devised the electronic L axmi ASU Machine to 

put an end to agony of weavers  

Malavath Poorna  
Young Indians, Big 

Achievements  

She became the youngest female (13 Years) 

climber in the world to scale Mt. Everest  

Damini Sen  
Young Indians, Big 

Achievements  

Born without Arms in Raipur and holds a world 

record of largest number of drawing made by 

Toes in an hour.  

Murugan S  

Ordinary Indians,  

Extraordinary 

Achievement  

For rescuing and rehabilitating thousands of 

street children by being an auto rickshaw 

driver.  
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Mathews K 

Mathew  
 Energising India  

For devising a solar mosquito trapper cum 

destroyer to Mosquitoes.  

Yashraj Khaitan   Global Indians  

An alumnus of university of Berkeley, he 

returned to India to address the challenges of 

power supply in the remote corners of the 

country.  

Ruma Roka   Educators of India  

A teacher, Mentor & an interpreter who is 

breaking the language barrier and proving the 

hearing i mpaired can also learn and grow . 

News 15 ï Marat Safin inducted into International Tennis Hall of Fame  

14 - Jan:  Former World No.1 tennis player ,  Marat Safin joined 

the International Tennis Hall of Fame.  The official ceremony to 

induct Safin has been scheduled for 16 July 2016.  He was the 

World No 1 player for a total of 9 weeks between November 

2000 and April 2001. He is a two time Grand -Slam cham pion, 

dual Davis Cup champion and won a total of 15 ATP titles in 

menôs singles category. 

 

News 16 ï The 61st Filmfare Awards 2015 presented in Mumbai  

15 - Jan:  Bollywoodôs most prestigious award, the 61st Filmfare 

Awards  2015, was  presented on 15 January 2 016. The hosts for 

the award show were  Shah Rukh Khan and Kapil Sharma.  

Recipients  of the Awards :  

¶ Best Actor:  Ranveer Singh for Bajirao Mastani . 

¶ Best Actress:  Deepika Padukone for Piku . 

¶ Best Film:  Bajirao Mastani . 

¶ Best Director:  Sanjay Leela Bhansali for Bajirao Mastani . 

¶ Lifetime Achievement:  Moushumi Chatterjee . 

¶ Best Debutant Director:  Neeraj Ghaywan for Mas aan . 

¶ Best Debutant Actor:  Sooraj Pancholi for Hero . 

¶ Best Debutant Actress:  Bhumi Pednekar for Dum Laga Ke Haisha . 

¶ Best Film (Critics Category):  Piku . 

¶ Best Actor (Male  Critics Category):  Amitabh Bachchan for Piku . 

¶ Best Actor (Female  Critics Category):  Kangana Ranaut for Tanu Weds Manu 

Returns . 

¶ Best Actress in a Supporting Role (Critics Category):  Priyanka Chopra for Bajirao 

Mastani . 

¶ Best Singer ( Male and  Female):  Arijit Singh for Sooraj Dooba Hai from Roy and 

Shreya Ghoshal for Deewani Mastani from Bajirao Mastani . 
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News 17 ï Dr. Jancy James awarded with Prof . MV Pylee Award  

15 - Jan:  Dr . Jancy James has been selected  for the Prof . MV 

Pylee Award . The award is given to individuals , who have 

excelled in teaching and research, as an acknowledgement of 

their  contri bution to academic community. This  award  carries an 

amount of 1 lakh rupees along with a citation.  Dr Jancy James  is 

the first woman Vice Chancellor of the Central University of Kerala, a 

recognized author, literary critic, researcher and translator.  

 

News 18 ï Anuradha Roy won 2016 DSC Prize for her novel ñSleeping on 

Jupiterò 

16 - Jan:  Anuradha Roy has won the prestigious  DSC Prize for 

South  Asian Literature  2016 for her novel, Sleeping on 

Jupiter,  at the Galle Literary Festival in Sri Lanka. The novel 

deals with the subject of violence against women.  Sri Lankan 

Prime Minister , Ranil Wickremesinghe presented the award, 

which carried a cash aw ard of $50,000 and a trophy to Anuradha 

Roy.  The DSC Prize for South Asian Literature is an established 

international literary prize that awards the best work in South 

Asian fiction writing each year.  

News 19 ï 21st Critics' Choice Awards presented in Cali fornia  

17 - Jan:  The 21st Critics' Choice Awards were handed out in 

California to honor the best in film and television. The well -

known American actor - director, TJ Miller hosted the program.  

These awards, presented by the ñThe Broadcast Film Critics 

Associationò and ñBroadcast Television Journalists Associationò, 

hon or the finest achievements in drama and television 

filmmaking.  

The main recipients of the Critics' Choice Awards 2016  ï 

DRAMA:  

BEST PICTURE:  Spotlight    

BEST ACTOR:  Leonardo DiCaprio  The Revenant  

BEST ACTRESS:  Brie Larson  Room  

BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR:  Sylvester Stallone ï Creed  Creed  

BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS:  Alicia Vikander  The Danish Girl  

BEST YOUNG 

ACTOR/ACTRESS:  
Jacob Tremblay  Room  

BEST ACTING ENSEMBLE:  Spotlight    
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BEST DIRECTOR:  George Miller  Mad Max: Fury Road  

BEST ORIGINAL SCREENPLAY:  
Josh Singer and Tom 

McCarthy  
Spotlight  

BEST ADAPTED SCREENPLAY:  
 Charles Randolph and 

Adam McKay  
The Big Short  

BEST ANIMATED FEATURE:  Inside Out    

BEST ACTION MOVIE:  Mad Max: Fury Road    

BEST ACTOR IN AN ACTION 

MOVIE:  
Tom Hardy  Mad Max: Fury Road  

BEST ACTRESS IN AN ACTION 

MOVIE:  
Charlize Theron  Mad Max: Fury Road  

BEST COMEDY:  The Big Short    

BEST ACTOR IN A COMEDY:  Christian Bale  The Big Short  

BEST ACTRESS IN A COMEDY:   Amy Schumer   Trainwreck  

BEST SCI - FI/HORROR MOVIE:  Ex Machina    

BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

FILM:  
Son of Saul     

BEST DOCUMENTARY 

FEATURE:  
Amy    

 

The main recipients of the Critics' Choice Awards 2016  ï  

TELEVISION :  

Category  Winner  Name of the Show  Channel  

BEST ACTOR IN  A COMEDY 

SERIES  

 Jeffrey 

Tambor  
Transparent  Amazon  

BEST ACTOR IN A DRAMA 

SERIES  

Rami 

Malek  
Mr. Robot  USA 

BEST ACTOR IN A MOVIE MADE 

FOR TELEVISION OR LIMITED 

SERIES   

Idris Elba  Luther  
BBC 

America  

BEST ACTRESS IN A COMEDY 

SERIES  

Rachel 

Bloom  
Crazy Ex-Girlfriend  The CW  

BEST ACTRESS IN A DRAMA 

SERIES  

Carrie 

Coon  
The Leftovers   HBO 

BEST ACTRESS IN A MOVIE 

MADE FOR TELEVISION OR 

LIMITED SERIES  

Kirsten 

Dunst  
Fargo  

FX 

Networks  
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BEST COMEDY SERIES    Master of None  Netflix  

BEST DRAMA SERIES    Mr. Robot  USA 

BEST ANIMATION SERIES    BoJack Horseman  Netflix  

BEST REALITY SHOW -  

COMPETITION  
  The Voice  NBC 

BEST REALITY SHOW HOST  
 James 

Lipton  

 Inside the Actors 

Studio  
 Bravo  

BEST TALK SHOW    
Last Week Tonight with 

John Oliver  
 HBO 

News 20 ï Writer Ankita Anand Awarded with the Prestigious Lorenzo 

Natali Media Prize 2015  

18 - Jan:  Journalist and writer , Ankita Anand  was awarded with 

the prestigious Lorenzo Natali Media Prize for 2015  in Asia and 

the Pacific amateur category.  She was selected for  the award for 

her article titled ñStirrings Beneath the Peepulò published in the 

journal, The Equator Linel. The article was a sensitive portrayal 

of life for young women facing the threat of the diktat of Khap 

Panchayats in  Haryana.  Lorenzo Natali Media Prize 2015 was 

launched under the motto ñToday's stories can change our tomorrowò. 

News 21 ï Rahul Thakkar won an Oscar Award for Technical Achievement  

20 - Jan:  Rahul Thakkar  has been declared as one of the winners 

of the  Scientific and Technical Awards  given by the Academy of 

Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, popularly called Oscar Awards.  

Mr. Rahul Thakkar was born in UK and brought up in India. He 

won the award along with Richard Chuang in the category of 

groundbreaking design  of the  DreamWorks Animati on Media 

Review System . 

News 22 ï National e -Governance Awards conferred on the conclusion 

day of their 19th National e -Governance Conference  

22 - Jan:  The 19th National e -governance Conference concluded 

in Nagpur. The title of the conference was Transforming India. 

Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis gave away  the 

National Awards for e -Governance. The awards were given for 

exemplary implementation of e -Governance initiatives.  There 

were 18  winners who were awarded in 12 major categories.  

List of Major Recipients:  
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Category  Gold  Silver  

Excellence in 

Government Process 

Re-engineering  

Shri Alex Paul Menon, District 

Collector, Balrampur, 

Chhatisgarh, who is the project -

head of óChhatisgarh online 

school monitoring system 

(COSMOS) Balrampur  

The Social Justice 

Department of Madhya 

Pradesh for the project 

óSAMAGRA Portalô ï which is 

an initiative to implement 

integrated social security 

programs . 

Outstanding 

performance in 

Citizen -Centric 

Service Delivery  

Department of Women & Child 

Development , Government of 

West Bengal for its online 

tracking system for missing 

children (Track Child)  

 

 Innovative Use of 

Technology in e -

Governance  

EPFO, (Employment Provident 

Fund Organization), Delhi under 

Ministry of Labour and 

Employment  for its successful 

implementation of universal 

account number programme  

Delhi Police for its lost 

report application  

 

News 23 ï National Bravery Awards 2015 presented to 25 Children  

25 - Jan:  The National Bravery Awards were presented to 25 

children (3 girls and 22 boys) by the Prime Minister ,  Narendra 

Modi.  

The main recipients are:  

¶ Bharat Award  -  Late Master Gaurav Kawduji 

Sahastrabuddhe . 

¶ Geeta Chopra Award  -  Km. Shivampet Ruchitha . 

¶ Sanjay Ch opra Award  ï Master Arjun Singh . 

¶ Bapu Gaidhani Awards  -  Master Ramdinthara, Rakeshbhai Shanabhai Patel  and 

Master Aromal S.M.   

News 24 ï Jeevan Raksha Padak Awards ï 2015 Announced  

25 - Jan:  The President of India has approved the conferment 

of Jeevan Raksha Padak Series of Awards ï 2015 on 50 

persons , which include  Sarvottam Jeevan Raksha Padak to 03  

persons , Uttam Jeevan Raksha Padak  to 09 people and Jeevan 

Raksha Padak  to 38 persons  of whi ch 09 awards are 

posthumous.  

The recipients of Sarvottam Jeevan Raksha Padak  are:  

¶ Shri  Ullas  Unnikrishnan  (Posthumous),  Kerala . 

http://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/employees-provident-fund-organization-won-the-national-award-on-egovernance-201516-1452670462-1
http://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/employees-provident-fund-organization-won-the-national-award-on-egovernance-201516-1452670462-1
http://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/employees-provident-fund-organization-won-the-national-award-on-egovernance-201516-1452670462-1
http://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/employees-provident-fund-organization-won-the-national-award-on-egovernance-201516-1452670462-1
http://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/employees-provident-fund-organization-won-the-national-award-on-egovernance-201516-1452670462-1
http://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/employees-provident-fund-organization-won-the-national-award-on-egovernance-201516-1452670462-1
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¶ Shri  Munna alias Ramdars  Sisodiya  (Posthumous),  Madhya Pradesh . 

¶ Shri  Ankit Kumar Mishra  (Posthumous),  Uttar Pradesh . 

News 25 ï Rod Laver awarded with Companion of the order of Australia  

26 - Jan:  Rodney George Laver was awarded with the country's 

highest honor, Companion of the Order of Australia on the 

occasion of Australia Day.  Rod Laver's 200 singles titles are the 

most in tenni s history. He won 11 Grand Slam singles titles, and 

is the only player to twice achieve the calendar -year Grand 

Slam ðin 1962 and 1969. He also won eight 'Pro Slam' title s.  

 

 

News 26 ï Defence Minister gave ñRakshamantri Awards for Excellenceò 

for 2012 -13 and 2013-14 

27 - Jan:  The Raksha Mantri Awards for E xcellence for the years 

2012 -13 and 2013 -14 was presented by the Defence Minister ,  

Manohar Parrikar  in New Delhi to recognize the exemplary 

performance of the  Ordnance Factories and the nine Defence 

Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs).   

These awards were  given in three major categories:  

¶ Institutional Awards  

¶ Best Performing Division, Factory, Shipyard Awards and  

¶ Group and Individual Awards.  

The List of promine nt awardees  for the year 2013 -14  under ï  

INSTITUTIONAL AWARDS :  

¶ Excellence in performance : BEL  

¶ Best performance in Exports : BEL  

DIVISION /FACTORY /SHIPYARD AWARDS :  

¶ Best Performing Division of DPSUs : HAL, Avionics Division,  Hyderabad . 

¶ Best Performing Factory of OFB : Ordnance Equipment Factory,  Kanpur . 

¶ Best P erforming Shipyard : GRSE, Kolkata . 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Current Affairs ï January 2016  

 

20  

 

News 27 ï 2016 William E. Colby Award Presented to Nisid Hajari for Best 

Military Book  

27 - Jan:  Nisid Hajari won the 2016 William E. Colby 

Award for his book, ñMidnightôs Furies: The Deadly 

Legacy of Indiaôs Partition.ò Now in its 17th year, the 

Colby prize is awarded annually by Norwich University 

to a first - time author in recognition of a work of fiction 

or non - fiction that has made a major contribution to the 

understanding of military history, intelligence 

operations or international affairs.  ñMidnightôs Furiesò 

covers the 1947 partition of India and the violence that 

surrounded that event. Hajari  oversees Asia coverage for Bloomberg View, which is the 

editorial page of Bloomberg News.  

News 28 ï David Warner won Allan Border Medal 2016  

28 - Jan:  David Warner won  the prestigious Allan Border 

Medal for 2016.  Warner won the medal after he got 240 

votes . The 2015 winner and skipper Steve Smith  got 

219 and fast  bowler Mitchell Starc was third with 183 

votes.  

 

 

 

The recipients of other awards are :  

Awards  Winners  

Test Player of the Year  David Warner  

One Day International Player of the Year  Glenn Maxwell  

Brad man Young Cricketer of the Year  Alex Ross  

State Player of the Year  Adam Voges (Western Australia)  

Women's International Cricketer of the 

Year (Belinda Clark Award)  
Ellyse Perry  

News 29 ï Indian Human Rights Activist Henri Tiphagne Wins Amnesty 

International Human Rights Award 2016  

28 - Jan:  Indian human rights activist , Henri Tiphagne 

won the 8th Human Rights Award by Amnesty 

International Germany.  He has been awarded for his 

exceptional commitment to human rights. Henri 

Tiphagne is the founder of  the human rights 

organization, Peopleôs Watch. The Human Rights Award 

is presented by Amnesty Germany every two years.  
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News 1 ï Ex-Chief Justice of India Sarosh Homi Kapadia Died  

05 - Jan:  The 38th Chief Justice of India, Sarosh Homi Kapadia, 

passed away. He was 68. Kapadia is survived by his wife, a son 

and a daughter.  He delivered some milestone rulings, like in the 

Vodafone case and the quashing of the appointment of Chief 

Vigilance Commissio ner , P J Thomas during the UPA regime as 

the Chief Justice of India.  

 

News 2 ï Noted Gujarati Writer Labshankar Thakar Dead 

06 - Jan:  Noted Gujarati writer and poet , Labhshankar Thakar 

passed away in Ahmedabad. He was 80  years old. Thakar was 

a modernist author of Gujarati literature with influence of 

existentialism challenging traditional literature styles.  He ha d 

received several awards like Sahitya Akadami Award (1991) for 

his poetry, Sahitya Gaurav Puraskar (2002) etc. He was also an 

Ayurvedic Practiti oner  as well .  

News 3 ï J&K Chief Min ister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed Passes Away  

07 - Jan:  Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister , Mufti Mohammad 

Sayeed died in New Delhi at the age of 79. He was the second 

Chief Minister of J&K to die in office. The state government  had 

declared seven days mo urning. He was the first Muslim Home 

Minister of India.  His daughter 56 -year -old Mehbooba is 

expected to take over as the first woman Chief Minister of J&K 

with PDP leaders throwing their weight behind her. But this will 

require the approval of BJP.  

News 4 ï American Singer Otis Clay Died 

0 8 - Jan:  American Rhythm and blues singer, Otis Clay, died at 

the age of 73 in Chicago, Illinois . Clay was a one - time Grammy 

nominee and also one of the 2013 inductees to the  Blues Hall of 

Fame. 
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