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Introduction 
 
In this book you will find a series of songs to be accompanied by a 

plucked string instrument such as a lute or a vihuela. 
 
Herein you will find songs with different historical styles - from medieval 

to early baroque. Most of the lyrics are in Catalan, my mother tongue, but you 
will also see some others in Latin or English. Just two of them are in Castilian 
(aka Spanish) and only one of them is in Italian. 

 
Considering the type of public that this book is supposed to be addressed 

to, I have decided to give an alternative English version to all the songs with 
Catalan lyrics. So from now on, it is up to the singer or player to decide which 
language they prefer to sing the songs in: either in English, or in Catalan, or 
even simultaneously in both languages. 

 
The content of this book is a compilation of all the songs I have written in 

the last twenty years. Some of them are brand new, but most of them were 
written years ago, and now they come out to see the public light for the first 
time.  

 
Some of the songs’ lyrics have been changed in order to suit the needs 

of the potential readers of this book. Some others preexisted as lute solos, like 
the Fantasias 8 and 9, and they have been reused now as accompaniment for a 
newly created tune.  

 
Most of the lyrics are original from the composer, except of course, those 

that are in Latin and the ones that have been borrowed from Shakespeare’s 
works. By the way, I wasn’t aware of next year’s (2016) 400th anniversary of Mr 
Shakespeare’s Death when I committed myself to the composition of the 
Shakespeare Songs contained in this book . I have just loved Shakespeare 
since I came across his plays for the first time some thirty years ago. 

 
Yet, two of my songs have to be considered as a tribute to John 

Dowland, one of the best lute composers, and possibly lutenists, of all time: ‘If 
Music and Sweet Poetry Agree’ and ‘Lasso Vita Mia’ . (Hope you like them, too, 
dear master). 

 
I wish all the readers a happy reading and a joyful performing. 
 
Joaquim Boguñà Chesa. 
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