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Dataset Title: National Longitudinal Study of Freshmen (NLSF)	  

Overview: The National Longitudinal Survey of Freshmen (NLSF) initially interviewed 
freshman at 28 selective colleges and universities. It interviewed them throughout their college 
years, attempting to test theories of minority underperformance in college. As such, it is 
composed of relatively equal numbers of African-American, Hispanic, Asian, and Caucasian 
respondents. Individuals who drop out of college after freshman year are still a part of the survey 
and are therefore interviewed in later waves. 

Date:  Fall 1999 (Freshman; Wave 1) 
 Spring 2000 (Freshman; Wave 2) 
 Spring 2001 (Sophomore; Wave 3) 
 Spring 2002 (Junior; Wave 4) 
 Spring 2003 (Senior; Wave 5) 
 Spring 2004 (Post-grad follow-up; Wave 6) 
             
Time dimension: Longitudinal Study 

Sample: The NLSF survey attempted to add historically Black campuses, but otherwise 
followed the sampling methods of Bowen and Bok’s 1988 College and Beyond Survey. They 
included the majority of the 28 schools that Bowen and Bok chose, but added University of 
California Berkeley because it had just ended its historically strong affirmative action programs. 
They also added one historically Black university. The sampling size was 3,924 participants for 
the initial interview. There were 1,051 blacks, 998 whites, 959 Asians, and 916 Latino students. 
The sample only included first-time freshmen who were U.S. citizens or resident aliens. It 
excluded foreign and returning citizens. 

Further information on sampling procedures can be found at: http://nlsf.princeton.edu/about.htm 

Data source: Data was collected in two-hour face-to-face interviews that asked questions about 
the respondent’s neighborhood and educational experiences before college. A follow-up 
telephone interview was conducted in the Spring of freshman year and in the following Springs 
to garner information about student’s academic experiences in college. 

Self-Identified Race and Hispanic Origin Measures: 

*these questions are from Wave 1 
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Observed Race Measures: N/A 
 
Reflected Race Measures: N/A 
 
Phenotype Measures:  

 
  
Race or Ethnic origin of Respondent’s Parents: 

 
Interviewer Characteristics: N/A 
 
Other Race Measures:  
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Notes: There are measures of the race of respondent’s “ten closest friends last year” in Wave 1, 
as well as the race of their romantic partner and mentor. There are a lot of questions about the 
racial makeup that respondents desire in schools and neighborhoods. The survey also includes 
measures of racial prejudice on campuses and the racial makeup of extracurricular clubs.  
 
Collected by:  
Office of Population Research at Princeton University 
 
Funded by: Mellon Foundation 
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Weblinks:  
http://nlsf.princeton.edu/index.htm 
http://opr.princeton.edu/archive/nlsf/ 
 
Citation:  
All publications using NLSF data should state the following: 

This research is based on data from the National Longitudinal Survey of Freshmen, a 
 project designed by Douglas S. Massey and Camille Z. Charles and funded by the Mellon 
 Foundation and the Atlantic Philanthropies 
 
Website citation: 
“National Longitudinal Survey of Freshmen.” Princeton University, n.d. Web. 
<http://nlsf.princeton.edu/index.htm>. 
 
Publications using NLSF data: 
http://nlsf.princeton.edu/publications.htm 


