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THE CAL U PLEDGE
ollege is expensive. At Cal U, we understand

C

the financial concerns of our students and their
families. As much as we love having them on

campus, we understand that the cost of a college
degree increases exponentially once a student gets
past the traditional four-year period of study.
Through Cal U’s Four-Year Graduation Plan, we have
established a four-year plan that not only helps our
students to attain their degrees in four years, but also
helps to ensure that a Cal U education is affordable
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during these trying economic times. This initiative is
just one more way that we reinforce our commitment to
the success of our students.
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For more information contact:
Four-Year Graduation Plan Office
Box 104
724-938-4866
fygp@calu.edu
www.calu.edu
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WHY IS IT A GOOD
IDEA TO GRADUATE
IN FOUR YEARS?
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There are lots
of reasons.

Some students want to enter the full-time workforce as soon as
possible, while others plan to continue their education at the
graduate level and wish to complete their undergraduate
studies quickly. And, if you are like lots of others, you may want
to save money.

HOW DOES THE PLAN WORK?
tudents who are interested in the Four-Year Graduation Plan
(and whose intended major qualifies) will sign an
agreement. The agreement holds both the student and the
University responsible for clearly defined actions. Students who
follow the provisions of the Four-Year Graduation Plan will earn a
Cal U baccalaureate degree in four years. The program is for
students who begin as first-time freshmen, stick to one major, take
a full course load and make appropriate academic progress.
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Students who elect to participate will work closely with the FourYear Graduation Plan Office and their advisers to ensure that
degree requirements are met and appropriate course sequencing
is followed.

Our Four-Year Graduation Plan offers incoming freshmen
guaranteed savings in time and money as they work toward the
completion of their baccalaureate degree. The Cal U Four-Year
Graduation Plan offers students a unique combination of
advising, course scheduling and individual attention, ensuring
efficient and steady progress toward graduation in four years.

• Work with University staff to
develop an academic plan.
• Enroll and complete a Career
Assessment as discussed in First
Year Seminar.

• Administer positive action
planning when needed.

• Furnish Degree Works
degree-audit access and
instructions on its use.
• Provide services through the
Four-Year Graduation Plan
• Make the Career Advantage
Office to monitor progress
Program and Activities
and to notify the student of
Transcripts available to those
failure to fulfill
who participate.
responsibilities.
NOTE: Please consult the Four-Year Graduation Plan
Agreement for additional University responsibilities.

What is the student’s responsibility?

• Declare his/her intention to
participate in the Four-Year
Graduation Plan by signing
the agreement available
from the Four-Year Graduation
Plan Office.

• Provide dedicated advising
and scheduling services.
• Help students develop an
academic plan.

Every semester, the
student will meet with
advising and scheduling
services to monitor
progress, to ensure that
requirements are being
met, and to keep track of
the number of semester
hours that have been
earned toward the degree.

• Matriculate as a first-time, fulltime baccalaureate
degree-seeking freshman.

What is Cal U’s responsibility?

• Utilize advising and scheduling
services each semester to ensure
that the selected courses fulfill
all program requirements within
the program period.
• Complete a minimum of 28-30
credits (depending on major)
per year to meet the necessary
credit requirements for
graduation.
• Maintain the grade-point
averages required by the
University and the specific major
to allow enrollment in the next
level of courses in the declared
major curriculum.

NOTE: Please consult the Four-Year Graduation Plan Agreement
for additional considerations and requirements.

Save $$$
The cost of a traditional four-year undergraduate education at Cal U
is nearly $79,000, including room and board, tuition and books. In
contrast, the cost of adding a fifth year is about $62,000. This
number takes into account of room and board, tuition, books and the
income lost from that first year of work after graduation.
By limiting an undergraduate education to
the traditional four years, the savings are
tremendous. That is why we are so committed
to helping students here at Cal complete
their education in four years.

